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Pope Pius XII: A REAL Friend to the Jews
Written by barbarany_9 on Dec-29-09 1:12am

Email

From: barbarany_9.blogspot.com

by GARY L. KRUPP
A recent papal decree moved Pope Pius XII, among others, closer to sainthood -- returning to
the forefront the controversy over his role in World War II and the Holocaust.
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Growing up Jewish in Queens, I never dreamt I would be defending the man I once believed to
be a Nazi sympathizer and an anti-Semite. But my work since 2002 with my wife, Meredith, and
the Pave the Way Foundation has led me to this point.
We founded Pave the Way to identify and eliminate nontheological obstacles between religions.
Thus, despite our early prejudices, we decided to investigate the papacy of Pius XII (Eugenio
Pacelli), one of today's greatest sources of hurt between Jews and Catholics.
After years of research in documentary evidence and eyewitness testimony, what we found
shocked us. We found nothing but praise and positive news articles concerning Pius' actions
from every Jewish, Israeli and political leader of the era who lived through the war.
A few articles in the postwar era suggested that he should have done more to confront the Nazis
-- but it wasn't until 1963, in the wake of the fictitious play "The Deputy" (written five years after

more »

Pius died), that accusations began flowing that he had failed to act, that he was a cold-hearted
Nazi sympathizer who couldn't care less about the Jewish people.

Top Culture Articles
The evidence strongly suggests this was part of a KGB-directed and -financed bid to smear Pius,
a Soviet disinformation campaign meant to discredit the Catholic Church, which at that time was
profoundly anti-Communist.
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In any case, the facts simply don't match what so many have come to believe about Pius.

Serratos poses naked for the 'I'd
Rather Go Naked Than Wear Fur'
campaign.

It is unquestionable that Pius XII intervened to save countless Jews at a time most nations -even FDR's America -- refused to accept these refugees. He issued false baptismal papers and
obtained visas for them to emigrate as "Non Aryan Catholic-Jews." He smuggled Jews into the
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Americas and Asia. He ordered the lifting of cloister for men and women to enter monasteries,
convents and churches to hide 7,000 Jews of Rome in a single day.

The country singer shows off her
perfect bikini body.

Among the 5,000 pages of documents that Pave the Way has located, there is abundant
evidence that Pacelli was a lifelong friend of the Jews.
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• In 1917, at the request of World Zionist Organization Director Nachum Sokolow, Nuncio
Pacelli intervened with the Germans to protect the Jews of Palestine from extermination by
the Ottoman Turks.
• In 1925, Pacelli arranged for Sokolow to meet with Pope Benedict XV to discuss a Jewish
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homeland in Palestine.
• In 1930, Pacelli supported the German bishops' orders excommunicating anyone who joined
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"the Hitler Party."
• In 1938, Pacelli intervened to defeat a Polish anti-koshering law.
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• In 1939, A.W. Klieforth, the US consul general based in Cologne, Germany, wrote a
confidential letter to Washington reporting on the "extremeness" of Pacelli's hatred of
National Socialism and of Hitler.
• In 1947, at the United Nations, he encouraged the 17 Catholic countries out of the 33 in
favor to vote for the partitioning of Palestine to create the State of Israel.
• A 1948 deposition by Gen. Karl Wolff, the SS commandant for Italy, revealed the Nazis'
wartime plan to kidnap the pope, kill countless cardinals and seize the Vatican.
But the personal tales may be more compelling. Pacelli's childhood best friend was Guido
Mendes, an Orthodox Jewish boy. He tells how Pacel- li shared Shabbat meals with him.
Mendes taught him Hebrew, and Pacelli helped him to emigrate to Palestine in 1938.
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Pius XII's detractors prefer to criticize rather than simply look at the evidence. Two years ago,
Pope Benedict XVI ordered the opening of the Vatican's archives up to 1939, containing much
evidence of Eugenio Pacelli's activities leading up to his papacy. According to the sign-in sheets,
few of Pius' critics have bothered to come to the archives to view the material.
Pinchas Lapide, a Jewish historian, theologian and Israeli ambassador, stated that the actions
and policies of Pius XII saved as many as 860,000 Jews.
Albert Einstein, Golda Meir, the chief rabbi of Palestine, the chief rabbi of Rome and the heads of
every Jewish organization showered praise upon him during his lifetime.
Were all these witnesses who lived through the war misguided?
Gary L. Krupp is president of the Pave the Way Foundation, which has many of the documents
noted here online at ptwf.org
SOURCE
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Gary Krupp – Pave the Way Foundation
Submitted by Greg on 01/04/2010 – 10:20 amNo Comment

Gary Krupp is president of the Pave the Way Foundation at ptwf.org and a passionate
Jewish defender of the Pope Pius XII’s actions during WWII and the Holocaust.
For more information about this story, check out Gary’s recent editorial in the New York Post that can be found
here.
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Jewish leaders. Although an increasing number of Jewish and
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Catholic historians say there is plenty of well-documented evidence
to suggest Pius was one of the Second World War’s greatest heroes,
critics still accuse him of being “silent” and doing nothing to save
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Benedict XVI issued a decree Dec. 19 attesting to the “heroic
virtue” of Eugenio Pacelli, pope from 1939 to 1958, giving him the
title of “Venerable.” Now a panel of medical experts and Vatican
theologians can proceed with investigations into alleged miracles
attributed to the late Pontiff’s intercession. Once a miracle is
approved, Pius XII can be beatified. There are said to be several
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miracles under investigation. Sister Margherita Marchione, a
Religious Teachers Filippini nun who has written more than 60
books on the late Pope, records some of them in a new book soon
to be published. They include testimonies of a boy cured of
leukemia and parents who were able to have a child after praying
to Pope Pacelli.
Following the Dec. 19 announcement, the World Jewish
Congress called the move “inopportune and premature,” while Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem described the move as “regrettable.” At the
time of this writing, Pope Benedict’s planned historic visit to
Rome’s synagogue on Jan. 17 continued to be “under review.” Most
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of the critics complained that Benedict XVI issued the decree
before Vatican Archives documents on Pius’ pontificate had been
made available to historians.
The Vatican argues that the document volume is vast — 16
million files in total, all of which need to be catalogued. The
process not likely to be completed until 2014 at the earliest,

Subscribe to
Posts [Atom]

according to Vatican spokesman Father Federico Lombardi.By
issuing the decree now, the process can move forward, even if
beatification may be years ahead. Father Lombardi stressed “there
is nothing hidden or to hide” and that the archives are unlikely to
reveal anything historians don’t already know. The Vatican also
points out that some archives, for example those relating to Pius’
life just before his election as pope, are already open to scrutiny by
the general public, but are hardly ever examined.
Recently uncovered evidence has led to a growing consensus
among respected historians and some prominent Jews that Pius XII
acted heroically in saving and protecting Jewish lives. It’s widely
believed that he was the victim of a smear campaign orchestrated
after his death by the Soviet Union, which saw the Church as a
threat. Pius was also a fervent anti-communist.
Although unwilling to comment on the beatification process
because he is a non-Catholic, Gary Krupp, the Jewish president of
Pave the Way, a foundation promoting interreligious dialogue, says
Pius should be honored as Righteous Among Nations at Yad Vashem
in Jerusalem — the sort of equivalent, he says, of a Jewish
canonization.
Over a four-year period, Krupp said his organization has
uncovered “a ton of information” supporting the case that Pius XII
acted heroically to save thousands of Jews, possibly as many as
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860,000 in total. “Through our research of documented proof, we
have discovered that secretly he saved more Jews than all of the
world’s religious and political leaders combined,” he added.Krupp
stressed that many of Pius’s heroic acts were carried out
anonymously and undercover. He and historians also argue that Pius
was sometimes silent in condemning the persecution because it had
been proven that the louder the Church spoke out, the more the
Jews suffered at the hands of the Nazis.What Krupp finds difficult
to fathom is why Jewish leaders today, most of whom were born
after the war, refuse to acknowledge these facts, while those who
were alive during the war, or knew the Pope personally, had
nothing but words of tribute for Pius when he was alive..“It’s the
most absurd thing,” he said. “I challenge any writers to go to the
archives of The New York Times or the Palestine Post and look up
every single article written about Pius XII and the Jews. You’ll see
hundreds of articles, and not one is negative.”
One criticism leveled by Italy’s Jewish leaders after Benedict
XVI’s announcement was that 1,021 Jews were deported from Rome
to Auschwitz on Oct. 16, 1943, “amidst the silence of Pius XII.” But
the accusation was denied by Sister Margherita.“What the Jewish
leaders neglect to state is that as soon as Pius XII learned about the
deportation of 1,021 Jews to Auschwitz, he ordered his secretary of
state, Cardinal Maglione, to protest,” she said. “The Nazi
commander immediately stopped the deportation of the remaining
5,000 Jews. They were saved because Pius XII sent word to the 155
convents and monasteries in Rome to open their doors and hide the
Jews.”Adding to Sister Margherita’s research, Krupp’s foundation
recently discovered a telegram showing an order from Berlin to
take those Jews as hostages to Mauthausen rather than send them
to Auschwitz.“There is every reason to believe that the Vatican
thought, based on the orders from Berlin and probably through their
contacts, that they would be able to negotiate the release of the
1,021 Jews,” Krupp said. “No one knows who sent them to
Auschwitz.”
Earlier this year, Krupp’s foundation unearthed further
evidence, already provided by a former German general, that Hitler
planned to kidnap Pius and loot the Vatican.“We’ve proven without
any question that this man was the greatest hero of World War II,”
said Krupp. “It’s time Pius XII is recognized for his life-saving efforts
even while his very life was in danger during this terrible period in
history.”
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In her new book on Pius, Sister Margherita said these attacks
are as much “political and ideological attacks on Christianity” as
they are against Pius XII. Such attacks, she insisted, “can be refuted
by anyone who carefully examines the evidence.”
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Pius defender responds to ADL
By Ami Eden · January 6, 2010
We recently cited a column in The New York Post by Gary Krupp of the Pave the Way Foundation
defending defending the World War II-era record of Pope Pius XII and the rebuttal from the Anti-Defemation
League.
Now the foundation has sent in a response to the ADL's response:
Pave the Way foundation is Saddened by the Recent Attack on our Work by Abe Foxman Executive
Director of the ADL.
Pave the Way Foundation, is a non-sectarian organization, which sought to bring this 46 year old
negativity between Jews and Catholics concerning the papacy of Pope Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) to
a public forum. To correct Foxman’s fallacious statements, we held our symposium in Rome in
September 2008 not 2009. All of the Holocaust institutions and the critics (including Prof. Paul
O’Shea) were invited to attend. We hoped to open an exchange of information in order to reveal
newly discovered documents and eye witness testimonies. All of the critics declined our invitation
since they didn’t consider it a scholarly forum and it was going to be open to a public group of
Rabbis and Jewish leaders. These same critics claimed that the symposium was one sided, which is
comical since their refusal to participate created that impression.
The documents, Foxman is referring to, were only recently discovered in Campagna and only
showed that there are thousands of Vatican WWII documents that are available for study by those
who wish to simply look. To correct Foxman again, according to the report Prof. Paul O’Shea sent
to me, the Campagna documents did in fact show how Pius XII directed efforts to send financial aid
specifically for care of the Jews. This was in one small diocese in Italy. Just like General
Eisenhower, Pius XII had his army of trusted clergy to carry out his instructions and verbal orders.
He physically couldn’t do everything as Foxman seems to demand as proof of his benevolence. He
acted to save Jews when no one else would. He did this, according to our original documents, fully
expecting a full scale invasion of the Vatican where he would have be kidnapped and the clergy
would be killed.
The significant evidence that we have gathered is from many other countries. More importantly the
testimony from eye witnesses who describe the secret actions that they were ordered to take by the
Vatican to save Jewish lives. Pius XII took these actions with German guns 200 yards under his
very windows when he expected the imminent attack on the Vatican. He still managed to save more
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Jews than all of the world’s religious and political leaders combined. Pacelli acted directly to stop
the arrest of the Roman Jews 2 PM on the day it began October 16, 1943 and managed to hide over
7000 Jews in just one day. He accomplished all of this anonymously (this is our highest form of
charity).
Foxman is calling for the Vatican Archives to be opened when curiously just over 2 years ago Pope
Benedict XVI ordered the opening of the archives up to 1939 along with the documents of the Inter
Arma Caritas up to 1947. According to the sign in sheets in Rome, none of the recognized critics or
institutions showed up to study this material. What should be questioned is why did virtually every
Jewish organization, (including the ADL), every major Jewish religious personality and Israeli
leader of that era, who lived through the war, praise Pius XII unreservedly? What happened? What
smoking gun? What documents were discovered to change this?
I Invite Foxman and all others to devote 56 minutes to view a narrated power point illustrating just
a small part of the evidence we discovered, then you be the judge. Additional documented proof and
video testimonies can be viewed on http://www.ptwf.org. I further challenge the ADL to host its
own open forum on this subject and, like in our cherished jury system, allow the public to decide
whether Eugenio Pacelli is guilty of these charges.
The ADL shows no signs of backing down. In fact, it's stepping things up, with a lengthy report attempt at
rebutting the documents that Krupp has taken to citing.
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RADICAL PAPIST
"TU ES PETRUS ET SUPER HANC PETRAM AEDIFICABO ECCLESIAM MEAM ET
PORTAE INFERI NON PRAEVALEBUNT ADVERSUM EAM" MATTHAEUM XVI:XVIII

"Furthermore, We declare, We proclaim, We define that it is absolutely necessary for salvation
that every human creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff."- Pope Boniface VIII, Unam
Sanctam

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2010

Venerable Pius XII, ora pro nobis!
"Ok, I know I have been posting a lot of stuff with regards to
Venerable Pius XII lately, however I believe it is necessary to spread
the truth as much as possible. This saintly Pope is being attacked,
slandered, and falsely accused from all sides. The truth of this
Pontiff's courage is there for all to see. I wish to do all in my power
to see that others see this Pope the way he was, a true servant and
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We recently cited a column in The New York Post by Gary Krupp of
the Pave the Way Foundation defending defending the World War II
-era record of Pope Pius XII and the rebuttal from the AntiDefamation League.
Now the foundation has sent in a response to the ADL's response:
"Pave the Way foundation is Saddened by the Recent Attack on our
Work by Abe Foxman Executive Director of the ADL.

Patroness of Radical Papist Blog, ora
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Pave the Way Foundation, is a non-sectarian organization, which
sought to bring this 46 year old negativity between Jews and
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Catholics concerning the papacy of Pope Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) to
a public forum. To correct Foxman’s fallacious statements, we held
our symposium in Rome in September 2008 not 2009. All of the
Holocaust institutions and the critics (including Prof. Paul O’Shea)
were invited to attend. We hoped to open an exchange of information
in order to reveal newly discovered documents and eye witness
testimonies. All of the critics declined our invitation since they didn’t
consider it a scholarly forum and it was going to be open to a public
group of Rabbis and Jewish leaders. These same critics claimed that
the symposium was one sided, which is comical since their refusal to
participate created that impression.
The documents, Foxman is referring to, were only recently discovered
in Campagna and only showed that there are thousands of Vatican
WWII documents that are available for study by those who wish to
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simply look. To correct Foxman again, according to the report Prof.
Paul O’Shea sent to me, the Campagna documents did in fact show
how Pius XII directed efforts to send financial aid specifically for care
of the Jews. This was in one small diocese in Italy. Just like General
Eisenhower, Pius XII had his army of trusted clergy to carry out his
instructions and verbal orders. He physically couldn’t do everything
as Foxman seems to demand as proof of his benevolence. He acted to
save Jews when no one else would. He did this, according to our
original documents, fully expecting a full scale invasion of the Vatican
where he would have be kidnapped and the clergy would be killed.
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The significant evidence that we have gathered is from many other
countries. More importantly the testimony from eye witnesses who
describe the secret actions that they were ordered to take by the
Vatican to save Jewish lives. Pius XII took these actions with German
guns 200 yards under his very windows when he expected the
imminent attack on the Vatican. He still managed to save more Jews
than all of the world’s religious and political leaders combined.
Pacelli acted directly to stop the arrest of the Roman Jews 2 PM on
the day it began October 16, 1943 and managed to hide over 7000
Jews in just one day. He accomplished all of this anonymously (this is
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Foxman is calling for the Vatican Archives to be opened when
curiously just over 2 years ago Pope Benedict XVI ordered the
opening of the archives up to 1939 along with the documents of the
Inter Arma Caritas up to 1947. According to the sign in sheets in
Rome, none of the recognized critics or institutions showed up to
study this material. What should be questioned is why did virtually
every Jewish organization, (including the ADL), every major Jewish
religious personality and Israeli leader of that era, who lived through
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discovered, then you be the judge. Additional documented proof and
video testimonies can be viewed on http://www.ptwf.org/. I further
challenge the ADL to host its own open forum on this subject and,
like in our cherished jury system, allow the public to decide whether
Eugenio Pacelli is guilty of these charges. "
The ADL shows no signs of backing down. In fact, it's stepping things
up, with a lengthy report attempt at rebutting the documents that
Krupp has taken to citing.
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Pius XII did help the Jews
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End this misguided criticism of 'Hitler's Pope'

Jewish interference in papal moves to canonise Pius XII are entirely
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By David Conway, January 7, 2010
Few familiar with John Cornwall’s book, Hitler’s Pope will ever forget the
photograph on its cover. It shows the controversial, wartime Pope leaving a
building in full clerical regalia. Majestically, he sweeps past saluting, steelhelmeted German soldiers to an awaiting car whose door is held open by a
uniformed, saluting footman.
Those who know or care little about that Pope, Pius XII, beyond what they
might think they have learned from the cover of Cornwall’s book — or from
reading it for that matter — will be likely to agree with those Jewish leaders
who have protested at the recent Vatican decision to initiate Pius’s
canonisation by recognising him as having exhibited the “heroic virtues” of
faith, hope and charity.

EXTERNAL LINKS
Chief Rabbi
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Without much further thought, they are likely to accept the claim of Israel’s
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi that “This is a man… who may not have done
enough during the Holocaust to save Jews”. Likewise, they will probably
concur with the rabbi of Rome’s synagogue that: “We must remember…
the death trains that carried 1,061 Jews on the 16th October 1943 to
Auschwitz, while Pius XII remained silent”.
In reality, the photograph adorning the cover of Cornwall’s book was taken
in 1927, years before Pius became Pope or the Nazis gained power. It
shows him, while still papal nuncio to Germany, leaving a reception for its
elected President, Paul von Hindenburg.
Pius had long returned to Rome when the Nazis assumed power in 1933,
and he deliberately absented himself when Hitler visited the eternal city in
1938. The only senior Nazi whom Pius ever met was German Foreign
Minister Ribbentrop, and then only to give him a dressing-down for Nazi
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atrocities, described at the time by the New York Times thus: “In… burning
words… [Pius] came to the defence of Jews in Germany and Poland.”
Pius’s reprimand of Ribbentrop was far from his only words and deeds
opposing the Nazis and their treatment of Jews. Books published since
Cornwall’s, such as Rabbi David Dalin’s The Myth of Hitler’s Pope (2005),
plus published research by the likes of Gary Krupp, founder of the Pave the
Way Foundation, cite innumerable ways Pius spoke out and acted against
the Nazis.
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Pius risked his life plotting against Hitler. He also saved thousands of
Jewish lives by securing forged papers to facilitate Jews’ emigration to
Palestine, as well as by ordering Jews to be hidden and cared for in
buildings belonging to the Church.
Apart from getting wrong the date of the first mass shipment of Rome’s
Jews — it occurred two days after their rounding-up, Rome’s rabbi is also
wrong to claim Pius said nothing about it. When he first learned of the
round-up on the morning of the 16th, he immediately summoned the
German ambassador, who then dispatched a warning to Berlin that, if
further round-ups occurred, Pius would speak out publicly, regardless of
personal consequences. Pius also got the German commander in Rome to
send a similar communiqué. As a result, there were no further mass roundups and few of Rome’s Jews were transported to the death camps by
comparison with other places under Nazi occupation.
Several Catholic clerics accorded righteous gentile status by Yad Vashem
have testified they were acting on the orders of Pius. He too, should be
made a righteous gentile, not reviled as a Jew-hater.
David Conway is senior research fellow at Civitas
Last updated: 10:53am, January 7 2010
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Pius XII and the Jews - Pave the Way Foundation
Posted by Sharon on 9/1/2010, 6:17 pm
138.217.110.208

Exy has been posting about the Pave the Way Foundation and its founder Garry
Krupp. This foundation has been investigating the role Pope Pius XII played in
saving Jewish lives during WWII. “Pave the Way Foundation is dedicated to
achieving peace by closing the gap in tolerance, education and the practical relations
between religions, through cultural, technological and intellectual exchanges.”
I have just watched a fascinating interview with Garry Krupp on EWTN’s World
Over programme hosted by Raymond Arroyo. Garry Krupp grew up hating Pius XII
but his investigations and his commitment to the truth led him to revise his opinion
and then to work to put the real story about Pius before the eyes of the world. Garry
has uncovered material that the Vatican didn’t know existed and has published them
on his website.
The interview with Garry Krupp is not in the EWTN archives yet; I will post the link
as soon as it appears.
Link: Pave the Way Foundation
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Society That Thinks Pope Pius XII Rules

Sunday, January 10, 2010

Pius XII And The Jews
There has been a lot of talk recently about Pius XII and his actions
during World War II and the Jewish People, now that Pope Benedict
has declared him to be a Venerable and furthering his cause for
canonization. Most of the secular media has slandered the good
name of Pius XII based on ignorance and a complete lack of facts.
They have bought into a lie that was told back in the 60's that Pius
was "Hitler's Pope." Nothing could be further from the truth. Pius
XII did more to save the Jewish People from Hitler than any other
leader in the world during World War II.
However, there is one group, Pave the Way Foundation, led by Gary
Krupp (who is himself Jewish) that has done a considerably amount
of work on finding documents and evidence to show that Pius XII
was indeed a righteous gentile and a man of heroic virtue who
saved thousands of Jews from the Holocaust. His website is full of
eyewitness interviews, documents, transcripts, etc. that prove this.
Please check out the facts for yourself on the website and if you
know of anyone slandering Pope Pius XII direct them there as well!

About
We are the Society That Thinks Pope
Pius XII Rules

Contributors
Jason

For more info, check out these great books:
The Myth of Hitler's Pope: Pius XII and His Secret War Against Nazi
Germany by Rabbi David Dalin.
Did Pius XII Help the Jews? by Margherita Marchione
Also, these two posts:
Nun Defends Man Some Call "Hitler's Pope."
Unprecedented Slander
Also posted at Irish, Catholic and Dangerous
Labels: David Dalin, Margherita Marchione, Pave the Way
Foundation, Pius XII
posted by Danny Garland Jr. at 11:16 AM
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Investigating the papacy of Pope Pius XII - the redemption of a great and holy man

The Pave The Way Foundation [ www.ptwf.org ] is based in New York City and was founded by a Jewish man, Gary Krupp and his wife
Meredith.
Among its many projects has been an investigation into the papacy of Pope Pius XII which you can view at the following website - http://www.
ptwf.org/Projects/Educati...I%20Videos.htm.
This investigation is extensive and has uncovered many previously unheard of documents regarding the papacy of Pope Pius XII, especially
with regard to his reign during WWII and what Pope Pius XII did with regard to Hitler's extermination of the Jews in Europe.
What's especially notable about this investigation is that Gary Krupp grew up despising the name Pope Pius XII. However, his investigation has
led to a complete change of heart in him with regard to Pius XII whose cause for canonization Pope Benedict XVI has recently moved forward.
What I think you will find in the Pave the Way Foundation's Investigation into the papacy of Pius XII is the complete exoneration of a great and
holy man from the slanders and libels and invective that has been thrown at him for the last 50 years by people who have harbored a very evil
and hidden agenda to discredit Pius XII for reasons that are still mystifying.
Please go to the Pave The Way Foundation's website and view for yourself many video interviews and documents that redeem and exonerate
Pius XII and show just how much he truly did not only to save as many Jews from Hitler as possible but also to help create the modern state of
Israel.
JohnCraven
New Orleans
__________________
"Americans can do anything" -- Governor Bobby Jindal (R) La.

January 19th, 2010, 4:01 am
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I"m glad to see this.
A couple of years ago I looked into this topic and was suprised to find out that the popular nonsense about Pius XII was unfounded
propaganda.
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Pius XII A Hero
Editor:
As a Jew growing up in New York, I know exactly how Rabbi Dr. Bernhard
Rosenberg and other recent letter writers felt about Pope Pius XII (“Papal Dance”).
I, too, hated Pius XII until we began to reveal documented proof of his secret actions
to save Jewish lives when no one else would do so. Because of our work with Pave
the Way Foundation, we began an independent study to retrieve the proof your
readers want to see. The original documents and eyewitness testimonies are at
ptwf.org, as is a 288-page book that you can download and a narrated PowerPoint.
Once you review all of the material, the only conclusion you can reach is that Pope
Pius XII was not only one of the greatest heroes of WWII, but saved more Jews than
all of the world’s religious and political leaders combined.
Read yourself and you decide.
Gary Krupp
President
Pave the Way Foundation
New York City

To read more, pick up a copy of the Jewish Times at one of our
newsstand locations.
To purchase a subscription or send a gift subscription, click here.
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Livingston Resident Harry Epstein Works to Uncover
the Truth About Pope Pius XII
By Michael M. Shapiro
2/11/2010

LIVINGSTON, NJ - For Livingston resident Harry
Epstein, a guiding principle of his life can best
be summed up by Maimonides who said, "Truth
does not become more true by virtue of the fact
that the entire world agrees with it, nor less so
even if the whole world disagrees with it." "I
encourage all Jews to research the facts. We
should not be persecuting somebody who did
good. It is up to us as Jews to not follow the
crowd and instead, to actually investigate it for
ourselves," Epstein recently told The Alternative
Press over breakfast at Livingston Bagel in
Livingston.
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The "somebody" that Epstein refers to is not just anyone. It’s Pope Pius XII. Yes, that’s
Pope Pius XII who has been targeted by Jewish groups and others that claim he was
anti-Semitic and did not help the Jews during the Holocaust.
So what are Epstein, a Jew from Livingston, and a fellow Jew and brother-in-law of
Epstein Gary Krupp, doing not only advocating for Pope Pius XII but even completing a
book about the Pope that historically documents the Pope’s virtues? "We want to get the
truth out about Pope Pius," Epstein said.
This isn’t the first time that Epstein and Krupp have helped the Catholic Church. Through
their Pave the Way Foundation, they have been breaking down barriers between
religions. "We talk and resolve problems and help the religions come together," said
Epstein.
About 25 years ago, Krupp, who built medical facilities, intervened to help to provide
multiple modalities of medical equipment for a hospital in Italy founded by a Catholic
Saint, Padre Pio. Pope John Paul learned that it was Krupp who had supplied the
equipment. To thank him for his 25 years of service, the Pope knighted Krupp. Krupp
was the seventh Jew to ever be knighted by the Catholic Church to the Pontifical Order
of St. Gregory the Great.
The experience changed Krupp’s life. He gave up his career and became an emissary
between Israel and the Holy See, with the mission of breaking down boundaries
between the religions. He created the Pave the Way Foundation and enlisted his brotherin-law Harry Epstein to help him. Epstein said the Foundation’s mission is about
"embracing the similarities and savoring the differences" between the religions.
Pave the Way Foundation’s most recent project before its Pope Pius work was helping to
acquire the Bodmer Papyrus. Father Richard Donahoe, rector of the Cathedral of St. Paul
in Birmingham, Alabama, contacted Krupp and told him that the oldest edition of the
Lord’s Prayer was up for sale. Krupp called the prefect of the Vatican Library and asked
about the importance of the document to the Catholic Church. The prefect contacted
Pope Benedict who relayed that it would be the most important acquisition by the
Church this century, according to Epstein. Epstein said "the document was important for
many reasons: it tied together the gospels of Luke and John and showed standardization
in the religion at an early stage of its existence and of equal importance is the closer
any document is to the original text, the more original (unchanged) the words are." The
Bodmer was written between 150 and 175 CE.
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Father Donahoe tried to raise the $8M to purchase the document but no one had the
funds available. He informed Epstein who then called American businessman Frank
Hanna III, a friend of Epstein’s. With help from Vatican Ambassador to the United States
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, who serves as the link between the Vatican and the United
States, Hanna was convinced of the document’s importance to the Catholic Church.
After discussions, Hanna purchased the document for the Vatican. It took many months
to get the paperwork done and then the document was delivered via a motorcade and
private flight to the Vatican.
Fast forward three years and now Pave the Way Foundation and Epstein and Krupp are
on a new mission: to "get the truth out about Pope Pius."
Epstein’s and Krupp’s adventure began when they learned from a Jewish historian that
there had been a plot by Pope Pius XII to kill Hitler. Surprised about this claim, Epstein
and Krupp began researching Pope Pius XII and found Sister Margarita Marchione in
Morristown who had a wealth of documents about the Pope. These documents further
picqued the interests of Krupp and Epstein, who decided to research the Pope and see
what they could learn.
According to Epstein, "Pius was a good man, a righteous man. He should be celebrated
and honored for saving, we believe, 800,000 Jews." To justify his claims, Epstein points
to a treasure trove of documents that help make his case.
Pope Pius XII was formerly known as Cardinal Pacelli before he was made Pope.
According to a 1944 telegram from Pius to Hungary’s Regent, Miklos Horthy, the Pope
protests the deportation of Jews from Hungary and asks Horthy to use his power so that
"many unfortunate people may be spared further afflictions and sorrow."
According to 1940 letters from Luigi Cardinal Maglione, Vatican Secretary of State and
Assistant to the Cardinal Archbishop Giovanni Montini, Pope Pius sent money on several
occasions to Campagna specifically for the support of the Jews being protected there.
In 1938, before he became Pope, Cardinal Pacelli wrote to the apostolic nuncio in Poland
to encourage opposition to an anti-Koshering Polish law, because he considered it to be
persecution of the Jews.
Numerous documents provided by Epstein show Pius advocating for the State of Israel.
For example, in 1945, he met with Jewish survivors of the Holocaust in the Vatican and
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told them "soon you will have a Jewish state." Much before that, he intervened at the
request of Nachum Sokolow in 1917 to protect the Jews of Palestine from the Ottoman
Turks.
An affidavit from General Karl Wolff, German commander in Italy, testified of a plan he
was ordered to develop, by Hitler, to kidnap Pius. An internal Gestapo report lists Pacelli
as a co-conspirator in a plot to kill Hitler in 1944.
A day after Pacelli was elected pope, a Confidential U.S. Foreign Service letter was sent
to Washington by a U.S. diplomat in Germany. In part it read, "His views while well
known to me surprised me by their extremeness. He said that he opposed unalterably
every compromise with National Socialism. He regarded Hitler not only as an
untrustworthy scoundrel, but as a fundamentally wicked person."
So how did Pius become labeled as an anti-Semite? According to Epstein, it was through
a play called The Deputy, which disparaged the Catholic Church and Pope Pius. Epstein
says that the play was a plot by the KGB to undermine the effectiveness of bishops who
were being sent by the Catholic Church into communist countries to convert people to
Catholicism. According to Epstein, this was Russia’s way to stop the Vatican from
influencing the communist bloc through non-violence.
To read more about Pope Pius XII and the Pave the Way Foundation, visit www.ptwf.org
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Vatican Secret Archives Documents Going Online
Pave the Way Foundation Proposal Approved
By Jesús Colina
VATICAN CITY, FEB. 12, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The Holy See is
planning to publish on the Internet, free of charge, several
documents from the Vatican Secret Archives in relation to World
War II.
The initiatives is partially in response to a petition from Pave the
Way Foundation, an organization dedicated to bridging gaps between religions.
The foundation proposed making digital files of, and later publicizing, some 5125 descriptions and copies of
documents from the closed section of the Vatican archives, from the period of March 1939 to May 1945.
Gary Krupp, the foundation's president and founder, told ZENIT that "the 'Actes et Documents du Saint Siège
relatifs a la Seconde Guerre Mondiale [Acts and Documents of the Holy See relative to the Second World War],'"
which were "previously published and mostly ignored," will "shortly be available for worldwide scrutiny and
study online, free of charge."
http://dominusjesuschristus.blogspot.com/2010/02/vatican-secret-archives-documents-going.html (1 of 5)2/12/2010 11:39:43 PM
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He explained that these documents will be available on the Web site of his foundation as well as that of the
Vatican.
This project is part of the mission of the foundation, a non-sectarian organization that works to remove
obstacles between religions, foster cooperation and to end the misuse of religion for private agendas.
The organization's president, who is from New York but of Jewish decent, stated, "In the furtherance of our
mission we have recognized the papacy of the war time Pope Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) as a source of friction
impacting over one billion people."
A plot
"Controversy abounds on whether he did enough to prevent the slaughter of Jews at the hands of the Nazis,"
Krupp affirmed.
He continued: "Our research has revealed that five years after Pius XII's death, the KGB hatched a plot to
discredit their enemy, the Roman Catholic Church, called 'Seat 12.'
"A dirty trick, which condemned Pope Pius XII for his 'silence' during the Holocaust in the form of Rolf Hochhuth's
fictitious 1963 play 'The Deputy.' The result was the worst character assassination of the twentieth century."
Based on his foundation's research, Krupp stated that in 1964, Pope Paul VI asked a team of three Jesuit
historians, Father Pierre Blet, Father Burkhart Schneider, and Father Angelo Martini, to "conduct intensive
research to identify relevant documents from the war years from the closed section of the Vatican Secret
Archives."
He added: "A few years later Father Robert Graham joined the group. The first volume was published in 1965,
the last in 1981."
Krupp explained that in 1999, Cardinal Edward Cassidy, at that time the president of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, called for a special commission of Jewish and Catholic scholars to come together to
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study these documents.
"This positive advance unfortunately ended July 21, 2001 in failure," he added, "partly because the scholars
simply did not read the languages of the collection."
"They issued a list of 47 questions and demanded the opening of the yet un-catalogued archives" from the 19391958 period, the foundation president said.
He stated that his foundation "sought to gain permission to digitize this collection, making it broadly available
for study" so as to further "our mission to publicly disclose as many documents as possible to help to move this
obstacle between Jews and Catholics into the light of documented truth."
Black legend
Krupp explained that "this effort is simply to show clear evidence of Pope Pius XII's efforts to mitigate suffering
during the war and that the 'black legend,' which besmirched his name, is simply not true."
He added that this initiative is "not meant to be a substitute for the full access" to the archives, "but will
absolutely show the unique efforts of Pope Pius XII and the dangers he was forced to operate under a direct
threat from the Nazi regime."
"Ironically," he said "the Vatican Secret Archives [from the period prior] to 1939 were opened over two years
ago," and they showed that "65% of Pacelli's ministry has simply been ignored by the critics who call for the war
years to be opened."
On behalf of the foundation, the president expressed gratitude to the Pope's Secretary of State and the Libreria
Editrice Vaticana "for their confidence in us by allowing us this unprecedented privilege."
He continued: "We sincerely hope that international historians will carefully scrutinize these records. We expect
the digitization process of over 9000 pages will take about four weeks to complete [at which time] we will
announce their posting on Internet."
In the meantime, the foundation already has thousands of documents and eyewitness videos available on their
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Web site for study.
Krupp concluded by requesting that "French, Italian and German scholars consider helping us by translating
documents into English and forward this work to Pave the Way Foundation so that we can make the information
available to more scholars for research."
He added, "We also would like to receive any comments, positive or negative, relative to the content of these
documents."
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bridging gaps between religions.
The foundation proposed making digital files of, and later publicizing, some 5125 descriptions and copies of
documents from the closed section of the Vatican archives, from the period of March 1939 to May 1945.
Gary Krupp, the foundation's president and founder, told ZENIT that "the 'Actes et Documents du Saint Siège
relatifs a la Seconde Guerre Mondiale [Acts and Documents of the Holy See relative to the Second World War],'"
which were "previously published and mostly ignored," will "shortly be available for worldwide scrutiny and
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This project is part of the mission of the foundation, a non-sectarian organization that works to remove
obstacles between religions, foster cooperation and to end the misuse of religion for private agendas.
The organization's president, who is from New York but of Jewish decent, stated, "In the furtherance of our
mission we have recognized the papacy of the war time Pope Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) as a source of friction
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research to identify relevant documents from the war years from the closed section of the Vatican Secret
Archives."
He added: "A few years later Father Robert Graham joined the group. The first volume was published in 1965,
the last in 1981."
Krupp explained that in 1999, Cardinal Edward Cassidy, at that time the president of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, called for a special commission of Jewish and Catholic scholars to come together to
study these documents.
"This positive advance unfortunately ended July 21, 2001 in failure," he added, "partly because the scholars
simply did not read the languages of the collection."
"They issued a list of 47 questions and demanded the opening of the yet un-catalogued archives" from the
1939-1958 period, the foundation president said.
He stated that his foundation "sought to gain permission to digitize this collection, making it broadly available
for study" so as to further "our mission to publicly disclose as many documents as possible to help to move this
obstacle between Jews and Catholics into the light of documented truth."
Black legend
Krupp explained that "this effort is simply to show clear evidence of Pope Pius XII's efforts to mitigate suffering
during the war and that the 'black legend,' which besmirched his name, is simply not true."

He added that this initiative is "not meant to be a substitute for the full access" to the archives, "but will
absolutely show the unique efforts of Pope Pius XII and the dangers he was forced to operate under a direct
threat from the Nazi regime."

"Ironically," he said "the Vatican Secret Archives [from the period prior] to 1939 were opened over two years
ago," and they showed that "65% of Pacelli's ministry has simply been ignored by the critics who call for the
war years to be opened."
On behalf of the foundation, the president expressed gratitude to the Pope's Secretary of State and the Libreria
http://www.zenit.org/article-28333?l=english (3 of 5)2/12/2010 11:40:38 PM

Rabbi Is 1st Jew to Address Synod

[ more information ]

ZENIT - Vatican Secret Archives Documents Going Online

Editrice Vaticana "for their confidence in us by allowing us this unprecedented privilege."

He continued: "We sincerely hope that international historians will carefully scrutinize these records. We expect
the digitization process of over 9000 pages will take about four weeks to complete [at which time] we will
announce their posting on Internet."
In the meantime, the foundation already has thousands of documents and eyewitness videos available on their
Web site for study.
Krupp concluded by requesting that "French, Italian and German scholars consider helping us by translating
documents into English and forward this work to Pave the Way Foundation so that we can make the information
available to more scholars for research."
He added, "We also would like to receive any comments, positive or negative, relative to the content of these
documents."
--- --- --On the Net:
Pave the Way Foundation: http://www.ptwf.org
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ROME (JTA) -- The Vatican plans to post selected documents from its World War II secret archives online, according
to a Catholic news agency.

The move came at the initiative of Pave the Way, a U.S.-based foundation that promotes interfaith dialogue and has
striven to counter criticism that wartime Pope Pius XII ignored Jewish suffering during the Holocaust, Zenit news
agency reported Friday.

Pave the Way offered to digitize some 5,125 descriptions and copies of documents from the closed section of the

RSS World
Feed

Vatican archives, from the period of March 1939 to May 1945, Zenit reported. These would then be posted on the Web

●

Report: Vatican to post secret WWII

sites of both the Vatican and Pave the Way.
documents online
Pave the Way head Gary Krupp told Zenit that the documents in question had been "previously published and mostly
●

Neo-Nazi march blocked in Dresden

Documents of the Holy See relative to the Second World War]'" between 1965 and 1981.
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Hungarian groups protest rise of neo-Nazism

Krupp told Zenit that the publication of these documents was "not meant to be a substitute for the full access" to the

●

Indian bomb likely meant for Chabad

●

Holocaust victims suing Hungarian railway

ignored," such as "the 'Actes et Documents du Saint Siège relatifs a la Seconde Guerre Mondiale [Acts and

Vatican archives, "but will absolutely show the unique efforts of Pope Pius XII and the dangers he was forced to
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0
The question is did he do the right thing in WWII? This is a story, commentary on Pope Pius XII.
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Image via Wikipedia (Pope Pius the XII)
As one of the last of the Baby Boomers I have to say that I am a
person who understands somewhat the mentality of
the generation who fought and held up during World War II. I
am the outsider looking in at those who lived it and who I lived
with that experienced it.
My father served in World War II with his brothers and comes
from a long line of veterans. My mother lived during this time
but was a child who saw with the eyes of a child but lived
through the Great Depression as young person as my father did. I
hope that I can be half the person the people of this historical
dilemma and struggle that took place prior to WWII who were
and very few are still left today. May we hope that we learned
from them of this time.
Pope Pius is one of these people and you have to go to this time period to understand who and what he was and
what the Pope’s should still be in a sense. I hope that I give an objective viewpoint and can spread a real truth.
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You have to understand the mindset of the times. Who were these people? You have to understand the
prejudices of the time which are somewhat being relived today but in a different framwork. Its called political
correctness and I still cant fathom it and I live in it. If it takes me a lifetime I will never learn everything even of
my time. A famous quote, “The more you know the more you realize how little you know.” This should not be
the case about history.
Pius the XII born in March 2, 1876 and Servant of God until his death October 9, 1958. He is part of one
generation born before my grandmother and lived and died during the beginning of the Baby-Boomers.
He was Cardinal and Pope in the most turbulent time following the after revolution of Europe and the after
during the last reigning days of the Last of the Monarchs of Europe. He, himself an Aristocrat from an Italian
family. He was born during the most turbulent times of Europe and served during its darkest times of the 20th
Century. He was Priest, Monsignor, Archbishop, Nuncio to the German Empire during WWI and eventually
Pope during WWII. Its no wonder he was maligned as during a dark period of historical memory. Today in
modern times he is still maligned as “Hitler’s Pope”.

Cover of The Deputy (Black cat book)
Documentation states otherwise. After his death a play surfaced
called “The Deputy” by Rolf Hochhuth acting out to the public
that Pius XII did nothing and that he sided with Hitler and silent
about the Jewish Holocaust.
This is not so. It also doesn’t take a genius who lived during the
cold war as some have pinpointed in our past that the Cold War
which was between Democracy and Socialist Communism would
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need a scapegoat. After all the church has always been a bulwark
between good and evil or for better understanding the dark and
light.

Wwii

She has been maligned for 2000 years as Christ predicted. He
said if they hate me they will hate you. So whats new.

Help Holocaust Survivors

What better way to help pull down the Bride of Christ and
Christianity than to use and ideology and propaganda tool for
the unsuspecting of the world. Former Soviet leaders such as
Former Securitate General Ion Mihai Pacepa have stated that the
KGB knew this play was a fabrication to blacken the Pope’s war
time reputation. This resulted in more slander and fingerpointing for the next generations to build on this fabrication.

Bid on Wwii now! Find Militaria.
www.eBay.com
Forsaken by the world yesterday; don't let
them be forgotten today.
IFCJ.org

Ww Ii at Amazon
Buy books at Amazon.com and save.
Qualified orders over $25 ship free
Amazon.com/books
Chitika | Premium Sponsored Results

Two people stand out who are trying valiantly to exonerate this man, Pius XII from the scourge of lies
perpetuated in the world today.
One is Gary Krupp of Pave the Way Foundation and the other is Sr. Margherita Marchione. My hope is that
their research in the Vatican Archives will show that this Pope did more than any person from all the nations put
together during the dark days of World War II.
It is true if you forget the past you are doomed to repeat it. The shadows cast on Pope Pius XII are casting light
on this statement and we must not repeat the past but remember it for its truths.
I invite all of you to look these two websites up and decide for yourselves about Pope Pius XII. In my heart I
know he did the right thing because as I have said he was the Servant of God and the Servant of Jesus Christ
guided by the Holy Spirit. You are not obligated to believe as I do but through the eyes of my soul and faith
this is how I see that God works among we “little ones” on this little vulnerable planet in the Universe.
Gary Krupp and his witness:
http://www.pavethewayfoundation.org/Projects/Education/Pope%20Pius%20XII%20Videos.htm
Sr. Margherita Marchione, Ph.D. and her witness:
http://www.piusxiipope.info/sister.htm
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Over 2,000 pages of evidence clear Pius XII: Findings
Published: June 17, 2009

The Pave the Way Foundation for interreligious dialogue has
announced it has found more than 2,300 pages of original documents illustrating Pope Pius XII's efforts to help
Jews in the face of Nazism.
Gary Krupp, president of the New York based foundation, affirmed this in a statement to Zenit, and stated the
documents from the years 1940-1945 will be made available to the public for research.
The president, himself a Jew, reported these papers, found through the organisation's private research, give "strong
support to the argument that Pope Pius XII - Eugenio Pacelli - worked diligently to save Jews from Nazi tyranny."
As a part of a private research project, the foundation found the documents in a monastery in Avellino, Italy.
The foundation's statement noted the possibility that "many more vital
documents could be found in larger dioceses, if researchers simply
took the time to look."
Krupp continued: "Since presumed history has been the justification
for hatred, vendettas and wars throughout civilized human existence,
aren't the historians charged with a moral and vital responsibility to get
the story straight? People are killed every day because of historical
vendettas.
"A personal disappointment resulting from our research was the
realisation that we all have been let down by many who represent
themselves as historians.
"These individuals, with private agendas, have simply failed to research the evidence of this era properly and have
remained silent when the absurd fanatics manipulate the truth."

http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=14510
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If our foundation, he said, as "amateur fact finders, can uncover so much information, how is it that the so-called
historians and academic institutions have allowed the 46 year old assessment of Pius XII to continue unchallenged,
impacting the opinions and relationships of over one billion people?"
The foundation will offer these documents for worldwide historical study on its website.
The statement observed that "universal" gratitude to Pius XII was "radically changed" five years after his death,
through a fictional play by Rolf Hochhuth called "The Deputy."
The foundation reported the "confirmed testimony that this play was part of a KGB plot called 'seat 12,' which was
strategically planned to destroy the reputation of the Catholic Church."
This research, the foundation stated, supports the "undeniable conclusion" that "Pope Pius XII was a true hero" of
World War II.
FULL STORY @
New evidence says Pius XII helped Jews (Zenit)
LINKS
Pave the Way Foundation
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Vatican WW2 secret archives to go online
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The Holy See has announced plans to publish secret archive documents from World War II on
the internet.
The Pave the Way Foundation, an organization dedicated to
bridging gaps between religions, has begun making digital files of
about 9,000 pages of documents, descriptions from the closed
section of the Vatican archives, from the period of March 1939 to
May 1945. The documents will be available on the Pave the Way
and Vatican websites.
Gary Krupp, the Jewish president and founder of Pave the Way
explained that they had decided to make the documents in order
to clarify the role of Pope Pius XII during World War II.

Pope Pius XII

"Controversy abounds on whether he did enough to prevent the slaughter of Jews at the hands of
the Nazis. Our research has revealed that five years after Pius XII's death, the KGB hatched a plot
to discredit their enemy, the Roman Catholic Church, called 'Seat 12."
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Krup said Rolf Hochhuth's fictitious 1963 play about Pius XII, 'The Deputy', was "the worst
character assassination of the twentieth century."
He explained that in 1964, Pope Paul VI had asked a team of Jesuit historians to "conduct
intensive research to identify relevant documents from the war years from the closed section of
the Vatican Secret Archives."
They had begun the project, but not completed it, he said. In 1999, Cardinal Edward Cassidy, at
that time the president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, called for a special
commission of Jewish and Catholic scholars to come together to study these documents. Again,
the work was never completed.
Krup his foundation wanted to publish as many documents as possible, and make them publicly
available so they can be studied by all.
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He has requested that "French, Italian and German scholars consider helping us by translating
documents into English and forward this work to Pave the Way Foundation so that we can make
the information available to more scholars for research."

Supporters

"We also would like to receive any comments, positive or negative, relative to the content of these
documents."
He said: the initiative was "not meant to be a substitute for the full access" to the archives, "but
will absolutely show the unique efforts of Pope Pius XII and the dangers he was forced to operate
under a direct threat from the Nazi regime."
Source: VIS
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Vatican to publish WWII documents online
Published Date: February 15, 2010
The Holy See is planning to publish over 9,000 pages of World War II era documents
from the Vatican Secret Archives free of charge on the internet.
The documents are expected to highlight the “unique efforts” of wartime pope, Pius XII,
ZENIT reports.
The move to more publicly provide the “previously published and mostly ignored”
documents is in part a response to a petition from Pave the Way Foundation, said the
Zenit news agency quoting the foundation’s president Gary Krupp.
Krupp, a New Yorker of Jewish descent, was cited saying that “the ‘Actes et Documents
du Saint Siège relatifs a la Seconde Guerre Mondiale [Acts and Documents of the Holy See relative to the Second World
War],” will “shortly be available for worldwide scrutiny and study online”.
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After Pius move, Pope Benedict practices delicate Jewish dance
By Ruth Ellen Gruber · December 31, 2009
ROME (JTA) -- For at least the third time in his papacy, Pope Benedict's XVI is doing the Jewish dance that
takes him one step back, one step forward.
The step back came when Benedict made a move in mid-December to bring Holocaust-era Pope Pius XII a bit
closer to sainthood. The step forward -- the penitence, some might say -- will come in mid-January, when
Benedict visits Rome's main synagogue.
The question is whether this bid to smooth over Catholic-Jewish relations will work.
"It is an important event, a milestone in the dialogue," Rome’s chief rabbi, Riccardo Di Segni, told Vatican
Radio about the planned synagogue visit. "We have great expectations for what it can mean in terms of the
general climate."
"If we stop at the things that divide us deeply, we won't get anywhere," he said. "The differences are important
to move forward."
Benedict's visit -- set to take place Jan. 17, the Catholic Church's annual Day of Dialogue with Judaism -- will
come a month after he recognized the religiously defined "heroic virtues" of both John Paul II and Pius XII,
putting them one step away from beatification.
The Polish-born John Paul made fostering Catholic-Jewish relations a hallmark of his papacy. But critics have
long accused Pius of having turned a blind eye to Jewish suffering during the Holocaust. The Vatican and other
supporters say Pius acted behind the scenes to help Jews. Gary Krupp, a Jew and the head of Pave the Way, a
nonsectarian foundation that promotes interfaith dialogue, wrote in a recent Op-Ed in The New York Post that
criticism of Pius XII began in the 1960s as part of a Soviet smear campaign against the Catholic Church, which
at the time was profoundly anti-Communist. The Anti-Defamation League responded with a call on the pope to
disregard Krupp's "flawed" evidence.
Scholars and Jewish organizations for years have called on the Vatican to fully open its secret archives in order
to clarify the issue before Pius is moved any further toward sainthood. Benedict's decision to green-light Pius's
advance drew widespread criticism from Jewish bodies. While many Jewish organizational leaders said it was
up to the Vatican to decide whom to honor with sainthood, they renewed calls for the archives to be opened.
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"As long as the archives of Pope Pius about the crucial period 1939 to 1945 remain closed, and until a consensus
on his actions -- or inaction -- concerning the persecution of millions of Jews in the Holocaust is established, a
beatification is inopportune and premature," the World Jewish Congress’ president, Ronald Lauder, said in a
statement.
The Vatican responded with a conciliatory statement saying Benedict's move was in no way "a hostile act
towards the Jewish people" and should not be considered "an obstacle on the path of dialogue between Judaism
and the Catholic Church."
The uproar over Pius XII is not the first episode where the Vatican had to backpedal, clarify or explain a Pope
Benedict decision that angered Jews.
In 2008, Jewish protests over the reinstatement of a Good Friday Latin prayer that appeared to call for the
conversion of the Jews led the Vatican to change some of the prayer's wording. Still, Italian rabbis were so
angry over the issue that they boycotted participation in last year's January 17 Day of Dialogue with Judaism.
One year ago, the pope's lifting of a 1988 excommunication order against Richard Williamson, a renegade
Bishop who turned out to be a Holocaust denier, sparked outrage among political figures and mainstream
Catholics as well as Jews. Williamson was one of four bishops rehabilitated as part of the pope's effort to bring
their ultra-conservative movement, the Society of St. Pius X, back within the mainstream Catholic fold.
The Vatican ordered Williamson to recant and admitted that the pope had not been aware of his views -- despite
a video of Williamson that was widely circulated on YouTube.
The pope himself issued a strong message of support to a visiting delegation from the Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations and announced to the group the plans for his May 2009 visit to Israel,
his first to the Jewish state as pontiff.
Analysts said Benedict's move on Pius is part of the pope's effort to shore up conservative forces within the
church.
"The pope apparently has chosen to balance his unquestionable commitment to the Catholic Church's good
relations with world Judaism with his commitment to recuperating the religious right wing of Catholicism," said
Lisa Palmieri Billig, the American Jewish Committee's liaison to the Vatican. "Obviously his path is strewn with
warring obstacles."
Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, an expert in interfaith relations and the vice president of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism, said, "The great struggle of this moment is shoring up the most traditional elements of his
church as he fights the growing secularization and Islamification of the European stage, which is right before his
eyes."
Bretton-Granatoor said that the visit to the synagogue in Rome is "far more telling about the state of CatholicJewish relations" than the move to elevate Pius.
His visit to the shul in two weeks will mark only the second time that a pope has crossed the Tiber River from
the Vatican to visit the synagogue in Rome. As pope, Benedict has visited synagogues in his native Germany
and in the United States, and he made the trip to Israel last May.
But the Rome synagogue has particular significance. Rome is said to have the oldest continuous Jewish
community in the Diaspora. The visit to the synagogue in 1986 by Benedict's predecessor, Pope John Paul II,
was the first time any pope had set foot in any shul since the time of St. Peter.
Bretton-Granatoor put some of the Benedict's apparent gaffes down to differences in style and substance that set
this pope apart from his predecessor.
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John Paul "was an actor and a pastor -- he understood that every gesture had meaning," Bretton-Granatoor said.
Benedict, on the other hand, "was an academic and was never a pastor -- he doesn't get seem to get it in the same
way as his predecessor."
He added, "This pope is vastly different from his predecessor. He is a German and, therefore, cannot speak
about the Shoah in the way that [John Paul], a Pole, could."
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The Vatican plans to post selected documents from its World War II secret archives online, according to a
Catholic news agency.
The move came at the initiative of Pave the Way, a U.S.-based foundation that promotes interfaith dialogue
and has striven to counter criticism that wartime Pope Pius XII ignored Jewish suffering during the Holocaust,
Zenit news agency reported Friday.
Pave the Way offered to digitize some 5,125 descriptions and copies of documents from the closed section of
the Vatican archives, from the period of March 1939 to May 1945, Zenit reported. These would then be posted
on the Web sites of both the Vatican and Pave the Way.
Pave the Way head Gary Krupp told Zenit that the documents in question had been “previously published and
mostly ignored,” such as “the ‘Actes et Documents du Saint Siège relatifs a la Seconde Guerre Mondiale [Acts
and Documents of the Holy See relative to the Second World War]‘” between 1965 and 1981.
Krupp told Zenit that the publication of these documents was “not meant to be a substitute for the full access”
to the Vatican archives, “but will absolutely show the unique efforts of Pope Pius XII and the dangers he was
forced to operate under a direct threat from the Nazi regime.”
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RADICAL PAPIST
"TU ES PETRUS ET SUPER HANC PETRAM AEDIFICABO ECCLESIAM MEAM ET
PORTAE INFERI NON PRAEVALEBUNT ADVERSUM EAM" MATTHAEUM XVI:XVIII

"Furthermore, We declare, We proclaim, We define that it is absolutely necessary for salvation
that every human creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff."- Pope Boniface VIII, Unam
Sanctam

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2010

Venerable Pius XII, ora pro nobis!
"Ok, I know I have been posting a lot of stuff with regards to
Venerable Pius XII lately, however I believe it is necessary to spread
the truth as much as possible. This saintly Pope is being attacked,
slandered, and falsely accused from all sides. The truth of this
Pontiff's courage is there for all to see. I wish to do all in my power
to see that others see this Pope the way he was, a true servant and
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Vicar of Our Lord Jesus Christ!"-Ashley
Pius defender responds to ADL
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THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

By Ami Eden · January 6, 2010

We recently cited a column in The New York Post by Gary Krupp of
the Pave the Way Foundation defending defending the World War II
-era record of Pope Pius XII and the rebuttal from the AntiDefamation League.
Now the foundation has sent in a response to the ADL's response:
"Pave the Way foundation is Saddened by the Recent Attack on our
Work by Abe Foxman Executive Director of the ADL.

Patroness of Radical Papist Blog, ora
pro nobis!

Pave the Way Foundation, is a non-sectarian organization, which
sought to bring this 46 year old negativity between Jews and

POPE BENEDICT XVI

Catholics concerning the papacy of Pope Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) to
a public forum. To correct Foxman’s fallacious statements, we held
our symposium in Rome in September 2008 not 2009. All of the
Holocaust institutions and the critics (including Prof. Paul O’Shea)
were invited to attend. We hoped to open an exchange of information
in order to reveal newly discovered documents and eye witness
testimonies. All of the critics declined our invitation since they didn’t
consider it a scholarly forum and it was going to be open to a public
group of Rabbis and Jewish leaders. These same critics claimed that
the symposium was one sided, which is comical since their refusal to
participate created that impression.
The documents, Foxman is referring to, were only recently discovered
in Campagna and only showed that there are thousands of Vatican
WWII documents that are available for study by those who wish to

Vicar of Christ, Successor of Saint
Peter, and Supreme Pastor of the
Holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic
Church

simply look. To correct Foxman again, according to the report Prof.
Paul O’Shea sent to me, the Campagna documents did in fact show
how Pius XII directed efforts to send financial aid specifically for care
of the Jews. This was in one small diocese in Italy. Just like General
Eisenhower, Pius XII had his army of trusted clergy to carry out his
instructions and verbal orders. He physically couldn’t do everything
as Foxman seems to demand as proof of his benevolence. He acted to
save Jews when no one else would. He did this, according to our
original documents, fully expecting a full scale invasion of the Vatican
where he would have be kidnapped and the clergy would be killed.
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The significant evidence that we have gathered is from many other
countries. More importantly the testimony from eye witnesses who
describe the secret actions that they were ordered to take by the
Vatican to save Jewish lives. Pius XII took these actions with German
guns 200 yards under his very windows when he expected the
imminent attack on the Vatican. He still managed to save more Jews
than all of the world’s religious and political leaders combined.
Pacelli acted directly to stop the arrest of the Roman Jews 2 PM on
the day it began October 16, 1943 and managed to hide over 7000
Jews in just one day. He accomplished all of this anonymously (this is

Click the picture.

our highest form of charity).
BLOG ARCHIVE

Foxman is calling for the Vatican Archives to be opened when
curiously just over 2 years ago Pope Benedict XVI ordered the
opening of the archives up to 1939 along with the documents of the
Inter Arma Caritas up to 1947. According to the sign in sheets in
Rome, none of the recognized critics or institutions showed up to
study this material. What should be questioned is why did virtually
every Jewish organization, (including the ADL), every major Jewish
religious personality and Israeli leader of that era, who lived through
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the war, praise Pius XII unreservedly? What happened? What

Pope's security boosted

smoking gun? What documents were discovered to change this?
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I Invite Foxman and all others to devote 56 minutes to view a

Pope Planning an Intense 2010

narrated power point illustrating just a small part of the evidence we

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE BENEDICT XVI FOR

discovered, then you be the judge. Additional documented proof and
video testimonies can be viewed on http://www.ptwf.org/. I further
challenge the ADL to host its own open forum on this subject and,
like in our cherished jury system, allow the public to decide whether
Eugenio Pacelli is guilty of these charges. "
The ADL shows no signs of backing down. In fact, it's stepping things
up, with a lengthy report attempt at rebutting the documents that
Krupp has taken to citing.
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See also:
Catholic league: Attack on Pius XII is Unseemly

SAINT POPE PETER, PRINCE
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Pius XII did help the Jews
POSTED BY ASHLEY AT 2: 02 AM
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The Vatican plans to make some of its World War II archives available on the
Internet soon to calm down the controversy over Pope Pius XII's actions during
the Holocaust.
The Vatican's newspaper announced the plan, saying it will "render service to
the historic truth," and officials said Tuesday the material will be accessible
soon.
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However a panel of Jewish and Catholic scholars who examined the 11
volumes of material a decade ago concluded that more information was
required to decide whether Pius did everything he could to head off the Nazis'
efforts to exterminate European Jews.
Some Jews and others contend Pius should have done more, and are angered
by Pope Benedict XVI's recent decision to move Pius closer to sainthood.
The Vatican's daily newspaper L'Osservatore Romano said Gary Krup, an
American who heads the Pave the Way Foundation, which seeks to strengthen
Catholic-Jewish relations, was behind the online initiative. It quoted him as
saying that the Pius XII papacy "has become a source of friction."
Benedict sparked renewed outrage among Jewish groups in December when
he signed a decree on Pius' heroic virtues, paving the way for him to be
beatified once a miracle attributed to his intercession is confirmed.
During a visit to Rome's main synagogue last month, Benedict didn't mention
Pius by name but said the Vatican "itself provided assistance, often in a hidden
and discreet way" to Jews during the war. Benedict said Catholics acted
courageously to save Jews during World War II.
The panel of Catholic and Jewish scholars that examined the material said it
suspended its work because the Vatican had not released all of its archives
from the World War II years.
The Vatican has said those archives won't be catalogued and ready until 2014
at the earliest.
Copyright 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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The Vatican will soon make some of its World War II archives available for free on the internet, the
Holy See's daily l'Osservatore Romano said.
The 8,000 pages of documents to be put online will however not include material directly relating to
Pius XII, the wartime pope whose attitude towards the Holocaust has been the subject of controversy.
'We noted that the papacy of Pius XII during World War II has become a major cause of friction...,' Gary
Krupp, the head of the Pave the Way Foundation which led the move to digitalise the archives, was
quoted saying.
The Vatican Library has already published the documents that will appear online, following an order
from Pope Paul VI in 1964.
Material relating to Pius will not be published for another five or six years, the head of the Vatican secret
archives Monsignor Sergio Pagano said last July.
The current pope Benedict XVI's decree in December giving his wartime predecessor the title 'venerable'
- a step towards sainthood - prompted anger among Jewish communities.
Jewish groups have long criticised Pius' silence as Germany's Nazi regime killed millions of Jews during
the Holocaust.
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and copies of documents from the period of March 1939 to
May 1945.
ROME - The Vatican plans to post selected documents from its World War II secret
archives online, according to a Catholic news agency.

●
●
●

The move came at the initiative of Pave the Way, a US-based foundation that promotes
interfaith dialogue and has striven to counter criticism that wartime Pope Pius XII ignored
Jewish suffering during the Holocaust, Zenit news agency reported Friday.

●
●
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Pave the Way offered to digitize some 5,125 descriptions and copies of documents from
the closed section of the Vatican archives, from the period of March 1939 to May 1945,
Zenit reported. These would then be posted on the Web sites of both the Vatican and
Pave the Way.
Pave the Way head Gary Krupp told Zenit that
the documents in question had been "previously
published and mostly ignored," such as "the
'Actes et Documents du Saint Siège relatifs a la
Seconde Guerre Mondiale [Acts and Documents
of the Holy See relative to the Second World
War]'" between 1965 and 1981.
Krupp told Zenit that the publication of these
documents was "not meant to be a substitute for
the full access" to the Vatican archives, "but will
absolutely show the unique efforts of Pope Pius
XII and the dangers he was forced to operate
under a direct threat from the Nazi regime."
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New York City, N.Y., Feb 17, 2010 / 03:03
am (CNA).- In cooperation with the Vatican, the
Pave the Way Foundation will soon publish online
twelve volumes of World War II documents from
the Holy See during the time of Pope Pius XII.
The documents have been “almost completely
ignored” until now, the organization's founder
told CNA.
The Pave the Way Foundation is a non-profit
group founded by Gary Krupp, which seeks to
promote inter-religious dialogue and reduce
religious conflict. A major focus of the
organization is to vindicate Pope Pius XII from
false accusations surrounding his papacy. Many
have claimed that the late pontiff did nothing to
assist European Jews during the Holocaust.
Speaking on the significance of the documents,
Krupp, who is Jewish, explained to CNA how the
accusations against Pope Pius XII surfaced. In
1963 a play called “The Deputy” by Rolf
Hochhuth debuted in Europe which denounced
Pope Pius XII and claimed that he failed to take
any action in speaking out against the Holocaust.
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Although “everybody condemned” the play at the
time, including Israeli and Jewish leaders around
the world, it nevertheless “caught on and started changing the entire impression of Pope
Pius XII,” said Krupp.
Krupp continued to say that “in an effort to correct some of this misinformation, Pope Paul
VI ordered three Jesuits to study, to go into the papacy of Pius XII, into those archives, and
to pull out every significant document they could find.” Krupp said that the Jesuits described
the documents, copied them and eventually published them in a series of twelve books.
“The twelve books, called the 'Acts of the Holy See during the Second World War' were
published in 1981 and have been almost completely ignored internationally,” noted Krupp.
“In fact, there were only a few hundred that were ever printed.”
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“By digitizing the entire collection,” he explained, “we are enabling it to be spread all over
the world so people all over the world can look at it and come to their own conclusions.”
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A recent article from the Agence France Presse (AFP), claimed that although the volumes
contain information relevant to WWII, they are “unrelated” to Pope Pius XII.
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When asked about this, Krupp responded, “this type of thinking comes from people who
have no idea how the Vatican works. It's as simple as that.”
Krupp explained that as an example of this, one could look and see how few documents are
actually signed by Pope Benedict XVI but are rather endorsed by various Vatican officials. In
other words, he said, just because Pius XII's name may not be signed on a document, does
not by any means indicate he had no relation to it.
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ROME -- Just as the massive TV trucks parked around Rome's
synagogue obscured the sight of one of the city's most beautiful
buildings, so too have news reports obscured the real importance of
the pope's visit to the Jewish community here.
Late Sunday afternoon, Pope Benedict XVI made the short trip across
the Tiber River to the Great Synagogue of Rome, located on the site of
the former Jewish ghetto. The weather was chilly, but the greetings
just the opposite.
Riccardo Di Segni, chief rabbi of Rome, and Riccardo Pacifici,
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president of the Jewish Community of Rome, welcomed the pope on
the steps of the synagogue amid thunderous cheers of "Viva il Papa!"
Benedict was accompanied by Archbishop Fouad Twal, the Latin
patriarch of Jerusalem, and Archbishop Antonio Franco, apostolic
nuncio in Israel, to underscore his encouragement of inter-religious
relations by drawing Rome and Israel closer together.
Despite the trite headlines about the "Pope's Controversial Visit," there
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was no real controversy; the chief rabbi had extended the invitation to
Benedict in 2006 and the Roman Jewish community pulled out all the
stops for this event. This was Benedict's third visit to a Jewish place of
worship (after stops at the synagogues of Cologne in 2005 and New
York in 2008). Pope John Paul II became the first pope to visit the
Roman synagogue in April 1986, and Benedict, following in his
predecessor's footsteps, has now created a double precedent. Future
popes will now be expected to visit the synagogue, just as they do the
mayor's office, Parliament and the local parishes.
As with the pope's Holy Land trip, this visit began with an
acknowledgment of the suffering of the Jewish community through the
Holocaust and other violence. Benedict first placed red roses before
the memorial tablets that record the roundup and deportation of 1,022
Jews on Oct. 16, 1943; he then laid a wreath beneath the plaque
commemorating the Oct. 9, 1982, terrorist attack on the synagogue,
which killed a 2-year-old child, Stefano Tache.
More than merely remembering hostilities by outsiders, however,
Benedict took the occasion to acknowledge the turbulent history
between Christian Rome and its Jewish denizens. He chose a special
date for the visit, the feast of Mo'ed di Piombo, which recalls the
miraculous event of 1793 when an unexpected rainstorm put out a fire
set by the Roman populace in the Jewish ghetto. Jan. 17 is also
dedicated to the Study and Development of Dialogue between
Catholics and Jews, celebrating its 21st anniversary this year.
The real spirit of the Benedict's visit and his encounter with the chief
Rabbi was not one of recrimination but of furthering dialogue, though
most major news outlets were too busy waving the red flag of WWII
and Pope Pius XII to see that.
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Benedict not only visited the sacred space of the synagogue but also
the recently restored Jewish Museum, where numerous artifacts
testify to the 2,000-year-old history and culture of the Jewish
community in Rome.
For their part, officials of the Jewish Museum put together a
spectacular exhibition for their visitor. Despite numerous hardships,
the Jewish community managed to conserve 14 panels dating from the
18th century, made to celebrate the investiture ceremony of the popes.
Curator Daniela di Castro, who accompanied the pope on his tour of
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the unique exhibits, noted that Benedict "is the first pontiff to visit a
Jewish museum, just as the Jewish Museum of Rome is the first
Jewish museum to be visited by a pope. . . . Hence, it is an immense
honor for our museum."
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Despite all the makings of an upbeat story amid news of natural and
diplomatic disasters, most journalistic accounts focused on tensions
caused by Pope Pius XII's so-called "guilty silence" regarding the
Holocaust, and Pope Benedict's recent recognition of the heroic virtues
of this same pope, who is on his way to sainthood.
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, chief rabbi of Tel Aviv, gave marching orders
to the world press when he expressed disapproval of Benedict's
support of Pius XII in an interview with Italy's Sky TG24 television last
week. While the rabbi's distaste for Pius XII is a matter of public
record, his historical memory has been known to be a bit foggy. He has
denounced the pontiff for silence over the violence of Kristallnacht,
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in 1938. He also seems to have forgotten that Israeli Prime Minister
share in the grief of humanity at the passing away of His Holiness. . . .
When fearful martyrdom came to our people in the decade of Nazi
terror, the voice of the pope was raised for its victims. . . . We mourn a
great servant of peace."
Rabbi Lau's weak mastery of history seems to be shared by Pacifici, the
president of the Jewish Community of Rome. Pacifici participated
pleasantly enough in Sunday's festivities, but couldn't resist a dig --
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Pius XII's actions are known to have spoken louder than his words.
Gary Krupp, the Jewish founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, has
dedicated the last eight years to collecting video testimony and
archival evidence that demonstrate the direct action of Pope Pius XII
in saving hundreds of thousands of Jewish lives by issuing false
baptismal certificates, obtaining visas for refugees and ordering
religious houses and parishes to hide Jews. Pacifici is the first to thank
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war, but he doesn't recognize that they, like hundreds of other
convents in Italy and Germany, were acting under Pius' direct orders.
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Emilio Zolli, the chief rabbi of Rome during the German occupation,
however, knew well of Pius' role. After the war, Zolli converted to
Catholicism and took Pius' baptismal name, Eugenio. In his biography,
"Before the Dawn," Zolli wrote: "No hero in all of history was more
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militant, more fought against, none more heroic, than Pius XII in
pursuing the works of true charity."
Simple enough information for any journalist to research, but in this
case, the press maintained a guilty silence of its own. The New York
Times even forgot its own history. On Dec. 25, 1942, it published an
editorial saying, "The voice of Pius XII is a lonely voice in the silence
and darkness enveloping Europe. . . . He is about the only ruler left on
the Continent of Europe who dares to raise his voice at all."
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Pope Got Raw Deal
Pope Pius XII has often been
vilified as having been complicit
with the anti-Semitism of the
Nazis under Adolf Hitler. It's a
popular belief that the Vatican
twiddled its thumbs while Jews
were being annililated.
The Pave The Way Foundation
has done an extensive
investigation into the activities of
Pope Pius XII before, and during,
World War II. Amazingly, they
have found not one shred of proof
to support the popular
perception. In fact, there is
extensive evidence to the contrary.
If you go to the Pave The Way web
site, you'll find reams of documentary evidence, much of it from primary
sources, that shows that Pius XII was a great supporter of, and advocate
for, the Jewish people. In fact, he was instrumental in saving many
Jewish lives.
This investigation is just one piece of the work the Pave The Way
Foundation does. It's mission is to pave the way to peace by removing
obstacles between the religions and by initiating gestures of good will.
Posted by R.Mary at 11:00 PM
Labels: anti-Semitism , PaveThe Way Foundation , Pope Pius XII
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ROME -- Just as the massive TV trucks parked around Rome's
synagogue obscured the sight of one of the city's most beautiful
buildings, so too have news reports obscured the real importance of
the pope's visit to the Jewish community here.
Late Sunday afternoon, Pope Benedict XVI made the short trip across
the Tiber River to the Great Synagogue of Rome, located on the site of
the former Jewish ghetto. The weather was chilly, but the greetings
just the opposite.
Riccardo Di Segni, chief rabbi of Rome, and Riccardo Pacifici,
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president of the Jewish Community of Rome, welcomed the pope on
the steps of the synagogue amid thunderous cheers of "Viva il Papa!"
Benedict was accompanied by Archbishop Fouad Twal, the Latin
patriarch of Jerusalem, and Archbishop Antonio Franco, apostolic
nuncio in Israel, to underscore his encouragement of inter-religious
relations by drawing Rome and Israel closer together.
Despite the trite headlines about the "Pope's Controversial Visit," there
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was no real controversy; the chief rabbi had extended the invitation to
Benedict in 2006 and the Roman Jewish community pulled out all the
stops for this event. This was Benedict's third visit to a Jewish place of
worship (after stops at the synagogues of Cologne in 2005 and New
York in 2008). Pope John Paul II became the first pope to visit the
Roman synagogue in April 1986, and Benedict, following in his
predecessor's footsteps, has now created a double precedent. Future
popes will now be expected to visit the synagogue, just as they do the
mayor's office, Parliament and the local parishes.
As with the pope's Holy Land trip, this visit began with an
acknowledgment of the suffering of the Jewish community through the
Holocaust and other violence. Benedict first placed red roses before
the memorial tablets that record the roundup and deportation of 1,022
Jews on Oct. 16, 1943; he then laid a wreath beneath the plaque
commemorating the Oct. 9, 1982, terrorist attack on the synagogue,
which killed a 2-year-old child, Stefano Tache.
More than merely remembering hostilities by outsiders, however,
Benedict took the occasion to acknowledge the turbulent history
between Christian Rome and its Jewish denizens. He chose a special
date for the visit, the feast of Mo'ed di Piombo, which recalls the
miraculous event of 1793 when an unexpected rainstorm put out a fire
set by the Roman populace in the Jewish ghetto. Jan. 17 is also
dedicated to the Study and Development of Dialogue between
Catholics and Jews, celebrating its 21st anniversary this year.
The real spirit of the Benedict's visit and his encounter with the chief
Rabbi was not one of recrimination but of furthering dialogue, though
most major news outlets were too busy waving the red flag of WWII
and Pope Pius XII to see that.
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Benedict not only visited the sacred space of the synagogue but also
the recently restored Jewish Museum, where numerous artifacts
testify to the 2,000-year-old history and culture of the Jewish
community in Rome.
For their part, officials of the Jewish Museum put together a
spectacular exhibition for their visitor. Despite numerous hardships,
the Jewish community managed to conserve 14 panels dating from the
18th century, made to celebrate the investiture ceremony of the popes.
Curator Daniela di Castro, who accompanied the pope on his tour of
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the unique exhibits, noted that Benedict "is the first pontiff to visit a
Jewish museum, just as the Jewish Museum of Rome is the first
Jewish museum to be visited by a pope. . . . Hence, it is an immense
honor for our museum."
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Despite all the makings of an upbeat story amid news of natural and
diplomatic disasters, most journalistic accounts focused on tensions
caused by Pope Pius XII's so-called "guilty silence" regarding the
Holocaust, and Pope Benedict's recent recognition of the heroic virtues
of this same pope, who is on his way to sainthood.
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, chief rabbi of Tel Aviv, gave marching orders
to the world press when he expressed disapproval of Benedict's
support of Pius XII in an interview with Italy's Sky TG24 television last
week. While the rabbi's distaste for Pius XII is a matter of public
record, his historical memory has been known to be a bit foggy. He has
denounced the pontiff for silence over the violence of Kristallnacht,
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in 1938. He also seems to have forgotten that Israeli Prime Minister
share in the grief of humanity at the passing away of His Holiness. . . .
When fearful martyrdom came to our people in the decade of Nazi
terror, the voice of the pope was raised for its victims. . . . We mourn a
great servant of peace."
Rabbi Lau's weak mastery of history seems to be shared by Pacifici, the
president of the Jewish Community of Rome. Pacifici participated
pleasantly enough in Sunday's festivities, but couldn't resist a dig --
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Pius XII's actions are known to have spoken louder than his words.
Gary Krupp, the Jewish founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, has
dedicated the last eight years to collecting video testimony and
archival evidence that demonstrate the direct action of Pope Pius XII
in saving hundreds of thousands of Jewish lives by issuing false
baptismal certificates, obtaining visas for refugees and ordering
religious houses and parishes to hide Jews. Pacifici is the first to thank
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war, but he doesn't recognize that they, like hundreds of other
convents in Italy and Germany, were acting under Pius' direct orders.
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Emilio Zolli, the chief rabbi of Rome during the German occupation,
however, knew well of Pius' role. After the war, Zolli converted to
Catholicism and took Pius' baptismal name, Eugenio. In his biography,
"Before the Dawn," Zolli wrote: "No hero in all of history was more
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militant, more fought against, none more heroic, than Pius XII in
pursuing the works of true charity."
Simple enough information for any journalist to research, but in this
case, the press maintained a guilty silence of its own. The New York
Times even forgot its own history. On Dec. 25, 1942, it published an
editorial saying, "The voice of Pius XII is a lonely voice in the silence
and darkness enveloping Europe. . . . He is about the only ruler left on
the Continent of Europe who dares to raise his voice at all."
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Vatican putting wartime archives on Internet
By VICTOR L. SIMPSON (AP) – 4 days ago
VATICAN CITY — The Vatican plans to make some of its World War II archives available on the
Internet soon to calm down the controversy over Pope Pius XII's actions during the Holocaust.

Map

The Vatican's newspaper announced the plan, saying it will "render service to the historic truth,"
and officials said Tuesday the material will be accessible soon.
However a panel of Jewish and Catholic scholars who examined the 11 volumes of material a
decade ago concluded that more information was required to decide whether Pius did everything
he could to head off the Nazis' efforts to exterminate European Jews.
Some Jews and others contend Pius should have done more, and are angered by Pope Benedict
XVI's recent decision to move Pius closer to sainthood.
The Vatican's daily newspaper L'Osservatore Romano said Gary Krup, an American who heads
the Pave the Way Foundation, which seeks to strengthen Catholic-Jewish relations, was behind
the online initiative. It quoted him as saying that the Pius XII papacy "has become a source of
friction."
Benedict sparked renewed outrage among Jewish groups in December when he signed a decree
on Pius' heroic virtues, paving the way for him to be beatified once a miracle attributed to his
intercession is confirmed.
During a visit to Rome's main synagogue last month, Benedict didn't mention Pius by name but
said the Vatican "itself provided assistance, often in a hidden and discreet way" to Jews during
the war. Benedict said Catholics acted courageously to save Jews during World War II.
The panel of Catholic and Jewish scholars that examined the material said it suspended its work
because the Vatican had not released all of its archives from the World War II years.
The Vatican has said those archives won't be catalogued and ready until 2014 at the earliest.
Copyright © 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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Defenders Vs Accusers
-”Hitler’s Pope”
-”The Anti-Semitic Pope”
-”Hitler, the War and the Pope”
-”Should the Pope be made a saint?”
-”The Big Lie”
-”The Attack on Pius XII”
-”The Pius Debate”
These headlines and others appear in books and articles about the late
Catholic Pope Pius XII. Questions arise. Did he do enough for the Jews
during the Nazi Era? Should he be canonized in the Catholic Church?
Why was he silent many times during the Nazi atrocities against the
Jews? Was he a Nazi sympathizer? Should he not be given the Righteous
Gentile title by the Jews?
Truly we have an important issue which affects Jews and Catholics
today. The rhetoric is becoming harsher and uglier. Will it harm progress
being made in Catholic-Jewish relations?
The Pros ad Cons presented are only a part of the picture. However,
it will give us an insight into this sensitive issue.
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HIS DEFENDERS
1. NEW YORK TIMES (10/11/45) ran many stories detailing the
praise that Jewish leaders bestowed on Pius. Included was the one that
recorded a gift of $20,000 to the Vatican by the World Jewish Congress
“in recognition of the work of the Holy See in rescuing Jews from Fascist
and Nazi persecution.”
2. SR. MARGHERITA MARCHIONE, Ph.D., Professor at
Farleigh Dickinson University said, “There is documentary proof that
the International Red Cross, the World Council of Churches, and the
Vatican had agreed not to compromise their neutrality and to refrain from
provocative statements in order to assist effectively the Jews and other
prisoners.
“Even if the Pope had been indifferent to the fate of the Jews, he
knew the Nazis were also persecuting large numbers of Catholics. He
did not publicly denounce the Nazis for the inhuman treatment of more
than 3,000 Catholic priests at Dachau. Why? Because, as he mentioned
privately on several occasions, he was convinced that ‘speaking out’
would be ineffectual and self-defeating, to the detriment of all who were
suffering at the hands of such a psychopathic-led enemy, “for fear of
provoking worse disasters.”
3. PINCHAS F. LAPIDE, former Israeli Consul General in Italy
said, “When an armed force ruled well nigh omnipotent and morality
was at its lowest ebb, Pius XII commanded none of the former and could
only appeal to the latter in confronting with bare hands the full might
of evil. A loud protest, which might turn out to be self-thwarting? Or
quiet piecemeal rescue? Loud words or prudent deeds? The dilemma
must have been sheer agony, for whatever course he chose, horrible
consequences were inevitable. Unable to cure the sickness of an
entire civilization, and unwilling to bear the brunt of Hitler’s fury, the
Pope, unlike many far mightier than he, alleviated, relieved, retrieved,
appealed, petitioned, and saved as best he could by his own lights. who,
but a prophet or a martyr, could have done much more?”
4. NEW YORK RABBI, DAVID DALIN, John Carroll University,
said, “It needs to be remembered, as noted earlier, that no other Pope in
history has been so universally praised by Jews. So, too, the compelling
reason for this unprecedented Jewish praise for and gratitude to a Pope
needs to be better remembered than it has been in recent years. Today,
more than fifty years after the Holocaust, it needs to be more widely
recognized and appreciated that Pius XII was indeed a very ‘righteous
gentile’, a true friend of the Jewish lives than any other person, including
Rauol Wallenberg and Oskar Schindler.
“A new authentically Jewish history of Pope Pius XII and the
Holocaust, emphasizing his historic role and accomplishments as a
“righteous gentile”, may help to bring some long overdue recognition to
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his too little known and appreciated legacy as one of the century’s great
friends of the Jewish people.”
5. GOLDA MEIR, Israeli delegate to U.N. in October 9, 1958 said,
“When fearful martyrdom came to our people in the decade of Nazi
terror, the voice of the Pope (Pius XII), was raised for the victims. The
life of our times was enriched by a voice speaking out on the great moral
truths above the tumult of daily conflict. We mourn a great servant of
peace.”
6.DR. RAPHAEL CANTONI, a leader in Italy’s Jewish Assistance
Committee said, “The Church and the papacy have saved Jews as much
and insofar as they could Christians. Six million of my co-religionists
have been murdered by the Nazis … but there would have been many
more victims had it not been for the efficacious intervention of Pius XII.”
7. GARY KRUPP, a Jewish businessman, New York Post Writer
(12/08/09) said, “It is unquestionable that Pius XII intervened to save
countless Jews at a time most nations — even FDR’s America — refused
to accept these refugees. He issued false baptismal papers and obtained
visas for them to emigrate as “Non Aryan Catholic-Jews.” He smuggled
Jews into the Americas and Asia. He ordered the lifting of cloister for
men and women to enter monasteries, convents and churches to hide
7,000 Jews of Rome in a single day.
Among the 5,000 pages of documents that Pave the Way has located,
there is abundant evidence that Pacelli was a lifelong friend of the Jews.
Some highlights:
* In 1917, at the request of World Zionist Organization Director
Nachum Sokolow, Nuncio Pacelli intervened with the Germans to protect
the Jews of Palestine from extermination by the Ottoman Turks.
* In 1930, Pacelli supported the German bishops’ orders
excommunicating anyone who joined “the Hitler Party.”
* In 1938, Pacelli intervened to defeat a Polish anti-koshering law.
* In 1939, A.W. Klieforth, the US consul general based in Cologne,
Germany, wrote a confidential letter to Washington reporting on the
“extremeness” of Pacelli’s hatred of National Socialism and of Hitler.
* In 1947, at the United Nations, he encouraged the 17 Catholic
countries out of the 33 in favor to vote for the partitioning of Palestine to
create the State of Israel.
* A 1948 deposition by Gen. Karl Wolff, the SS commandant for
Italy, revealed the Nazis’ wartime plan to kidnap the Pope, kill countless
cardinals and seize the Vatican.
But the personal tales may be more compelling. Pacelli’s childhood
best friend was Guido Mendes, an Orthodox Jewish boy. He tells how
Pacelli shared Shabbat meals with him. Mendes taught him Hebrew, and
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Pacelli helped him to emigrate to Palestine in 1938.
Pius XII’s detractors prefer to criticize rather than simply look at
the evidence. Two years ago, Pope Benedict XVI ordered the opening of
the Vatican’s archives up to 1939, containing much evidence of Eugenio
Pacelli’s activities leading up to his papacy. According to the sign-insheets, few of Pius’ critics have bothered to come to the archives to view
the material.
Pinchas Lapide, a Jewish historian, theologian and Israeli
Ambassador, stated that the actions and policies of Pius XII saved as
many as 860,000 Jews.
Albert Einstein, Golda Meir, the chief rabbi of Palestine, the chief
rabbi of Rome and the heads of every Jewish organization showered
praise upon him during his lifetime.”
8. MAURICE EDELMAN, a labor member of the British Parliament
said Pope Pius XII told him in 1945 that he had secretly requested the
Roman Catholic clergy to give shelter and sanctuary to Jews. “Through
this intervention,” Mr. Edelman said, “tens of thousands of Jews had in
fact been saved.” Mr. Edelman, who is a novelist and president of the
Anglo-Jewish Association, was referring to attacks on the late Pope in
the play, The Deputy, by Rolf Hochhuth.
9. DR. PETER GUMPEL, S.J. Church Historian, said, “There are
many more things that could be said. For example that Cornwell (author
- Hitler’s Pope) is totally unaware of the psychological warfare made
especially by the English by divulging false reports about transmissions
by Vatican Radio and others, or that he obviously has never heard about
the Scattolini forgeries which were widely believed. After the war,
Scattolini was arrested by the Italian police and admitted that these
reports (about 1,000) were purely and simply invented by him to order
to make money. Cornwell has never checked whether and to what extent
he has fallen a victim of this man who was condemned by the Italian
Tribunal and sent to prison. Much more could be said, but the few above
remarks give you an idea of what to think about the book of Cornwell
who, naturally, also attacks John Paul II. Everything considered, my
judgement is the following: Cornwell who is a rank amateur in the field
of history, canon law, etc., has produced a shoddy, superficial and totally
untrustworthy book which, to say the very least, is objectively biased,
tendentious and so unilateral and one-sided that one wonders what really
prompted this man to write this book.
10. WILLIAM A. DONOHUE, Catholic League President, wrote
“Before any more fingers are pointed at Pius XII — who did more to
save the Jews than anyone else — let him first take a hard historical
look at what his ideological kinfolk did at the time of the Holocaust. The
New Republic, like The New York Times and The Washington Post, are
the ones who need to apologize for their shameful silence in the face of
genocide and stop with the scapegoating of Pius XII.”
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HIS ACCUSERS
1.THE INTERNATIONAL LANDON TABLET (4/1/2000) said,
“And it is plain beyond doubt that he never regarded the Jews as a cause
for which he might have to hazard for his own Church. Plain beyond
doubt, also, was that he always saw the Communists rather than the
Fascists as the great enemy.
In Israel, John Paul’s II’s millennium mission reached its fitting
climax. He was leading his Church in reparation for the wrongs it has
committed towards the Jewish people over two millennia. Yet, all that
he has achieved could be put at risk if the beatification of Pius XII goes
ahead. It should be quietly but firmly shelved.”
2. JOHN CORNWELL’S BOOK, Hitlers’s Pope, said, “Pacelli,
despite the immense centralized power he now wielded through the Code
of Canon Law, said and did nothing. The attestation machinery would
lead inexorably to the selection of millions destined for the death camps.
As Nazi anti-Semitism mounted in Germany during the 1930’s,
Pacelli failed to complain, even on behalf of the Jews who had become
Catholics, acknowledging that the issue was a matter of German internal
policy.”
3. THE LATE RABBI KLENICKI said, “I do think Pius XII was
concerned about Stalism and the influence of communism in Europe
at that time. And he (the Pope) chose the lesser of two evils which was
Nazism. He (the Pope) was not a Nazi but he should have been more
against Nazism than he was during his pontificate.”
4. ROLF HOCHHUTH, the Playwright said, “It started in 1963 with
a play by the young German named, Rolf Hochhuth. Der Stellvertreter
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(The Deputy) which was staged on Broadway in 1964 depicted Pope Pius
XII as a ruthless cynic, interested more in the Vatican’s stock holdings
than the fate of the Jews. Most Catholics dismissed Hochhuth’s thesis as
implausible, but the play sparked a controversy which was raged to this
day.”
5. HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS are seeking Rome’s Rabbi to tell
Pope Benedict of their pain at his advancement of the case for declaring
Pope Pius XII a saint when the pope visits Rome’s synagogue this
weekend.
6. RABBI SHEAR-YASHU COHEN, Chief Rabbi of Haifa, Israel,
said, “Pius should not be seen as a model.”
7. ISAAC HERZOG, Israeli Cabinet minister, said, “Throughout the
period of the Holocaust, the Vatican knew very well what was happening
in Europe and instead of acting to the biblical verse ‘Thou shalt not stand
against the blood of thy neighbor.’ The Pope kept silent and perhaps even
worse.”
8. RABBI MARVIN HIER, founder and dean of the Simon
Wiesenthan Center in Los Angeles said, “But this was a seminal moment
in world history. The genocide of all genocides occurred on Pius’ watch,
and the pope did not respond adequately. All he had to do was say, “I am
informed there are mass murders being committed against Jews, and I
condemn it.” He never said it. The Vatican doesn’t have to listen to us,
but a saint would never have done that.”
9. DAVID ROSEN, Inter-Religious Affairs Director at the American
Jewish Committee said, “He (Pius) might have done it out of positive
motives or might not have. The bottom line is, he didn’t confront it.”

EDITOR’S OPINION
Briefly, I have presented some pros and cons on the Pope Pius XII
case which has cut deeply into harming our Catholic-Jewish Relations.
I’m greatly saddened because we are being blinded by angry words, hurt
feelings, and rash decisions. We have lost an open mind. We are allowing
evil forces to separate us. If rational reasoning fails, we are doomed. Evil
will triumph. We will have learned nothing from past history.
Pope Pius XII was no saint, nor was he a tyrant. No one is a saint in
this world. We are frail human beings trying to do the best we can at that
moment. God is perfect; human beings are not.
I share the belief that Pope Pius XII did what he could to save many
Jews during the Nazi Era. Could he have done more? Perhaps. And
maybe not. If he had spoken out more forcefully, more Jews would have
lost their lives. The Nazis would have entered the Catholic monasteries,
convents, and rectories and taken the thousands of Jews hidden there. If
that had happened, I wonder what the headlines would read today.
Pope Pius XII was a true friend of the Jews. Let us appreciate what
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he did. Let’s continue to build our bridges. Let us move on.
INTERESTING EDITORIAL COMMENTS
1. Rev. John Pawlikowski, director of the Catholic-Jewish studies
program at Chicago’s Catholic Theological Union said, “There’s more
than ample evidence he did something. That’s not the issue. The integrity
of the Catholic Church as a moral voice would have been far better
protected by speaking out.”
2. Prof. Robert S. Wistrich , Neuberger Professor of Modern
European and Jewish history at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
said, “I neither believe that Pius XII was ‘Hitler’s Pope’ nor a ‘righteous
Gentile.’ I see him as a gifted diplomat, a kind, sensitive, but rather
tragic personality caught up in a maelstrom that he was temperamentally
ill-suited to navigate. He had to make cruel choices that no one would
envy, between his duty to safeguard the interests of the Church and to
keep Catholics in the fold and his moral responsibilities as the ‘Vicar of
Christ.’
“I feel that the polished diplomat ultimately won out over the voice
of conscience in facing the formidable trial of the Holocaust. The result
has been to leave a dark cloud over Christian attitudes toward the Jews,
Judaism, and Israel that it has taken decades of patient work to overcome.
Nevertheless, I am optimistic that we are gradually succeeding in
establishing a new and more fruitful basis of genuine dialogue.”
3. Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council
for Promoting Christian Unity, which oversees the Commission for
Religious Relations With the Jews, and Rabbi David Rosen, the cochairs of the committee, declared: “We reiterate our commitment to a
relationship based on mutual respect and sensitivity. Disagreements
between us which inevitably occur from time to time must always be
expressed in a manner that reflects his spirit and not in language that only
exacerbates tension.”
4. Rabbi Brad Hirschfield, author, radio, t.v. show, and president of
The National Jewish Center for Learning and Understanding said, “We
need to exercise great caution about allowing past hurts to undermine
current relationships, in any setting, but none more so than in the area of
faith. Sadly though, that is precisely what we do in the world of CatholicJewish relations. We send watchdogs with long memories about the past
to do the work of builders empowered by a vision of the future. Given
that, how can we be surprised that things are not further along between
our two communities? We can’t.
All of which leaves me wondering, how much we really want things
to be different. Are we ready for the next stage of Catholic-Jewish
relations, one based more on the mutual dignity of each than on the need
to heal past hurts done by one? I hope so, and I hope that more Jews will
step up to that vision in the days and weeks ahead.”
5. Further extensive information can be found on the internet. Type Pope Pius XII and the Jews.
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Please, please, please, arrange for an open forum where the defenders can publically face the accusers
and let everyone bring their documented and eye witness proof. Let the everyday person decide. The
trial by a jury of one’s peers has worked in all civilized countries why not use it to open this debate up
for worldwide review. I will come in a moment’s notice. Will the accusers? Remember they must bring
their evidence.
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HISTORY DOES NOT REPEAT ITSELF BUT DOES SERVE AS PRECEDENT. 17TH CENTURY
SECULARIZED EUROPE TRANSFORMED JEWS FROM RELIGION TO NATION, THEN RACE. BUT
1700 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN ANTI-JUDAISM PRECEDED ANTISEMITISM. THE HOLOCAUST WAS
THE NEARLY SUCCESSFUL FINAL SOLUTION TO CHRISTENDOM’S JEWISH PROBLEM. MOST JEWS
TODAY LIMIT BLAME TO THE PERSON OF HITLER. WE BELIEVE OUR COUNTRY EXCEPTIONAL,
FREE OF LETHAL ANTISEMITISM. THUS CONVINCED WE RAISE, NO SUBJECT OUR CHILDREN TO
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Vatican Stonewalling: a smoking gun?

TO DENY HISTORICAL
PRECEDENT...

According to Zenit, a Vatican-loyal news agency, the Holy See is
prepared to post 5125 documents from the closed section of its Secret
Archives. The release, according to the reports author and director of
Zenit, Jesús Colina, is the Vaitcan’s response to an appeal by Pave the
Way Foundation. According to Colina, a purpose of the disclosure,
quoting the Foundation’s director, “is simply to show clear evidence
of Pope Pius XII's efforts to mitigate suffering during the war…”
The controversy surrounding Pius XII has dogged the Vatican at least
since the appearance of Rolf Hochhuth’s 1963 play, The Deputy. An
important reason for the continuing controversy is the beatification

is to ensure its future!

process of the silent pope, and determination of the Holy See to
elevate him to sainthood.
In an effort to dampen the controversy the Church, in 1999, convened
its International Catholic-Jewish Historical Commission to look into
the allegations with an eye to exonerating its wartime pope. The
commission dissolved itself two years later against a backdrop of
Vatican refusal to allow access to materials other than those specially
chosen for their use. The documents in the collection now scheduled
for release are not newly declassified, but a re-release of those
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previously rejected as one-sided by the commission.
Which raises the question of how, after these same documents failed
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to satisfy even the Holy See’s own independent commission how, ten

http://christianityandantisemitism.blogspot.com/2010/02/vatican-stonewalling-smoking-gu... 2/21/2010

Christianity and Antisemitism: Vatican Stonewalling: a smoking gun?

Page 2 of 5

years later, it believes the release can achieve a different outcome.

A private practice

Absolution for the wartime pope lies not in repackaging, but in for

psychotherapist living

full scrutiny all documents now secreted within the archives.

in Richmond, VA,
David was born in New

Against the backdrop that more than sixty years have passed since
the events, and that all other major governmental archives of the war
years, including those of the United States, Russia and Germany have
long been open for study, that the Vatican continues to protect its
wartime record only serves to increase suspicion, and cast doubt on
the veracity of the Holy See in this matter.
Perhaps the cautious position of the Vatican is a result of its
experience with John Cornwell. Mr. Cornwell, a noted Catholic
scholar who once considered the priesthood, was permitted access to
the archives for background to a biography on Pius XII. From the
Introduction to his book Cornwell states that he began the task
believing that "if his full story were told, Pius XII's pontificate would
be exonerated… by the middle of 1997,” he admits, “I was in a state of
moral shock. The material I had gathered amounted not to an
exoneration but to an indictment...” The result of his research, and a
shock to the Vatican, was Hitler’s Pope. Among Cornwell’s
conclusions, no, charges, was that Pius was not merely anti-Jewish
but supported Hitler in power even against what Catholic opposition
in German did exist.
The International Commission, convened in 1999 soon followed the
appearance of Hitler’s Pope that same year. As noted, the
Commission decommissioned itself two years later frustrated at the
obstacles placed in its way by the Vatican.
The Colina article unintentionally throws a harsh light on the obvious
motives behind this latest Vatican effort to rehabilitate its silent pope.
Since Pave the Way Foundation is credited with appealing to the
Vatican to release the documents, and is taking on the task of
digitizing the materials, what does this organization represent, and
who is its director, Gary Krupp? Colina introduces Krupp as, “…from
New York but [?] of Jewish decent.” So it is a Jew who is appealing to

York City in May, 1939,
six months after Kristalnacht,
Germany's massive pogrom against
the Jews, and six months before the
SS issued and executed the first
orders singling out Polish Jewry for
death. Of the more than six million
Jews murdered by Europe in the
years 1939- 45, more than one
million were children. Had the
parents or grandparents of Jews
surviving today not fled Europe
before the war; had Germany won
that war it came so close to winning;
had Hitler's idol and American
industrialist Henry Ford decided to
run, and won his anti-Semitic
populist campaign for president of
the United States would even a single
Jew be alive in the world today? For
David Turner Auschwitz is ever
present. He sees himself not as just
another American artist who
matured in the shadow of The New
York School; nor just an artist who
happens to have been born a Jew.
David sees himself, as he views every
Jew alive in the wake of the
Holocaust a child of Shoah. It is this
awareness that defines his life, drives
his work.
V IEW M Y C OMPL ET E PR OFILE

the Holy See to release these materials.
BLOG ARCHIVE

I will include verbatim from the Colina article the interview with
Krupp. “In the furtherance of our [the Foundation’s] mission we have
recognized the papacy of the war time Pope Pius XII (Eugenio
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Pacelli) as a source of friction impacting over one billion people…”
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Krupp continues, "Controversy abounds on whether he did enough to
prevent the slaughter of Jews at the hands of the Nazis," Krupp
affirmed. He continued: "Our research has revealed that five years
after Pius XII's death, the KGB hatched a plot to discredit their
enemy, the Roman Catholic Church, called 'Seat 12.' A dirty trick,
which condemned Pope Pius XII for his 'silence' during the Holocaust
in the form of Rolf Hochhuth's fictitious 1963 play 'The Deputy.' The
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result was the worst character assassination of the twentieth
century."
That certainly put’s the matter to rest. Pius silence is a lie, more
heinous even than Soviet antisemitic propaganda aimed at the Jews
and Zionism during the years of the Cold War. It is certainly possible,
even likely that the Russians attacked Pius; during his entire papacy,
and bitterly during the Second World War, he incessantly attacked
the Soviet Union and Communism. But the “research” implied by
Krugg does seem a little to passionate, to one-sided, too revisionist.
Conveniently leaving out Pius own provocations towards the Soviets
this analysis comes across as once-sided, an assault by a super power
on the tiny sovereign Vatican. Which intent closely mirrors the
Vatican intent behind the second release of documents already found
wanting by its own Commission.
As regards the resignation of that Commission, Krugg makes wome
interesting observations on that also. According to the Colina piece,
“Krupp explained that in 1999, Cardinal Edward Cassidy, at that time
the president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity,
called for a special commission of Jewish and Catholic scholars to
come together to study these documents. ‘This positive advance
unfortunately ended July 21, 2001 in failure," he added, "partly
because the scholars simply did not read the languages of the
collection." Did not “read the languages of the collection"? Is Krugg
here suggesting that the Vatican further attempted to stack the deck
against a fair consideration of the materials provided by the Holy See
by selecting “scholars” illiterate in the “languages of the collection”?
To my knowledge, this group of Catholic and Jewish scholars were all
considered expert in their fields. Why else invite them in the first
place? As with his above assertion regarding the innocence of Pius as
butt of Soviet propaganda, this too falls short of the mark.
But whatever the facts regarding the “Russians” or the “Commission,”
using a partisan organization that conveniently is headed by a Jew as
driving the release of these materials, as the sub-heading for this
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article, Pave the Way Foundation Proposal Approved, solves nothing
for the Vatican since the issue continuing to drive the controversy of
Pius silence is still Vatican silence, its refusal to open its archives to
independent research. By not doing so the Vatican continues to
stonewall and will, if not already, learn that wounds untreated only
fester. President Nixon learned this lesson the hard way three
decades ago.
If the Holy See would seek absolution both for its own and the silence
of its pope during the Holocaust then it must rid itself of the
appearance of a cover up. The most expeditious way to achieve this is
to reconvene its International Catholic-Jewish Historical
Commission, and allow it to finally complete its work.
Alternatively the Vatican can simply maintain silence, continue to
stonewall and proceed along the path it seems determined to follow.
And accept whatever repercussions follow Eugenio Pacelli’s elevation
to sainthood.
POSTE D BY D AVID T UR NER AT 6 :1 1 PM

2 COMMENTS:
sixmillionbook said...
It’s commendable that the Pave the Way Foundation wants to
make these documents widely available, but nothing short of
opening the Secret Archives covering the war years to
scholarly scrutiny will once and for all make clear what the
Church and the Pope did—or did not do—to save Jews during
the Holocaust.
As you correctly state, it would serve the Vatican much better
to stop the stonewalling process. Even the headlines used to
cover these piece of news is misleading. It’s not the Vatican
that is making this: it’s the Pave the Way Foundation. To
imply the Vatican is behind this, and to say that the Vatican is
doing this to clear Pope Pius’ name, when all they are doing is
releasing the documents they already released and cleared
nothing, is preposterous.
Gabriel Wilensky
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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How Christian Teachings About Jews Paved the Road to the
Holocaust
http://www.SixMillionCrucifixions.com
Follow me on Twitter at http://twitter.com/sixmillionbook
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Gary Krupp said...
It is true that the scholars who were supposed to study the 12
volumes in 1999 (that we are about to publish) do not speak
or understand the languages that the volumes are written in
French, Italian, German. There was no way that they could
research this material properly. This is why we are making
this information available worldwide. As we have stated this
is no substitute for the opening of the full archives but we also
have noted that many of the outspoken critics of Pius XII
have not come to the open archives up to 1939 (opened
almost 3 years ago) which show 65% of Pacelli's (Pius XII)
ministry. Ask yourselves the question what did every other
religious and political leader of the era do ?? We have eye
witness testimony of the numerous secret actions of Pius XII
to save more Jews than all of the other religious and political
leaders combined. Stop fixating on what Pius XII didn’t say ,
research what he actually did like we did.
FE BRUAR Y 21, 2010 7: 54 PM
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When Pope Pius XII died in 1958, his role in saving Jews during the Nazi horror was praised unstintingly.
Among those who lauded him were Israel’s Prime Minister Golda Meir, B’nai B’rith ( which made Pius XII its
Man of the Year), the World Jewish Congress, the Jewish Commission and leaders of the Jewish communities in
Hungary, Turkey, Italy, Romania and the United States. The chief rabbi of Rome, Israel Zolli, an eyewitness to
what went on in Rome, converted to Roman Catholicism because he was so impressed with the pope’s
humanitarian role in saving Jews.
A good deal of this attitude toward Pius XII began to change with the vicious attack on him by the German
playwright Rolf Hochhuth in his 1963 play, “The Deputy.” In gross distortion of the available evidence,
Hochhuth’s animus was breathtaking.
Now, thankfully, Pius XII — Eugenio Pacelli — is being stoutly defended again, and the heavy lifting is being
conducted by heroic members of the Jewish community. Sir Martin Gilbert, one of the world’s leading
historians, has called Pacelli righteous. Rabbi David Dalin, in “The Myth of Hitler’s Pope,” has scornfully
rejected accusations against the pontiff. Gary Krupp, Jewish president of the nonsectarian Pave the Way
Foundation, says the foundation will publish more than 2,300 pages of original documents showing Pope Pius
XII’s efforts to help Jews.
Krupp concluded: “Quite possibly, Pacelli saved more Jews than all of the world’s religious and political leaders
combined. Moreover, in the true spirit of heroism, the Pope did all this with the direct threat of German rifles
leveled 200 yards beneath his very windows.”
John A. Schuler
Hamden

Reader Comments
The following are comments from the readers. In no way do they represent the view of nhregister.com.
The Truth wrote on Feb 21, 2010 8:07 AM:
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The Vatican Publishing House is making available, free of charge on the
internet, more than 8,000 pages of the Actes et Documents du Sainte-Siège
relatifs à la Seconde Guerre Mondiale (1965-1981) edited by Jesuit Fathers
Pierre Blet, Angelo Martini, Robert A. Graham and Burkhart Schneider.
The release of these documents are the result
of a request of the Pave the Way Foundation
(PTWF) made to the Holy See to digitalize
and publish 5,125 documents of the Vatican
Secret Archives dated from March 1939 to
May 1945. PTWF president Gary Krupp said
his Foundation aims to remove the barriers
between Catholic and Judaism. He told Jesús
Colina of Zenit, "In the futherance of our
mission we have recognized the papacy of the
war time Pope Pius XII as a source of friction
impacting over one billion people."
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Vatican Secret Archives Documents Going Online

Pave the Way Foundation Proposal Approved
By Jesus Colina
VATICAN CITY, FEB. 12, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The Holy See is planning to publish on
the Internet, free of charge, several documents from the Vatican Secret Archives in
relation to World War II.
The initiatives is partially in response to a petition from Pave the Way Foundation, an
organization dedicated to bridging gaps between religions.
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The foundation proposed making digital files of, and later publicizing, some 5125
descriptions and copies of documents from the closed section of the Vatican
archives, from the period of March 1939 to May 1945.
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Gary Krupp, the foundation's president and founder, told ZENIT that "the 'Actes et
Documents du Saint Siege relatifs a la Seconde Guerre Mondiale [Acts and
Documents of the Holy See relative to the Second World War],'" which were
"previously published and mostly ignored," will "shortly be available for worldwide
scrutiny and study online, free of charge."
He explained that these documents will be available on the Web site of his foundation
as well as that of the Vatican.
This project is part of the mission of the foundation, a non-sectarian organization that
works to remove obstacles between religions, foster cooperation and to end the
misuse of religion for private agendas.
The organization's president, who is from New York but of Jewish decent, stated, "In
the furtherance of our mission we have recognized the papacy of the war time Pope
Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) as a source of friction impacting over one billion people."
A plot
"Controversy abounds on whether he did enough to prevent the slaughter of Jews at
the hands of the Nazis," Krupp affirmed.

G

He continued: "Our research has revealed that five years after Pius XII's death, the
KGB hatched a plot to discredit their enemy, the Roman Catholic Church, called 'Seat
12.'
"A dirty trick, which condemned Pope Pius XII for his 'silence' during the Holocaust in
the form of Rolf Hochhuth's fictitious 1963 play 'The Deputy.' The result was the worst
character assassination of the twentieth century."
Based on his foundation's research, Krupp stated that in 1964, Pope Paul VI asked a
team of three Jesuit historians, Father Pierre Blet, Father Burkhart Schneider, and
Father Angelo Martini, to "conduct intensive research to identify relevant documents
from the war years from the closed section of the Vatican Secret Archives."
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He added: "A few years later Father Robert Graham joined the group. The first
volume was published in 1965, the last in 1981."
Krupp explained that in 1999, Cardinal Edward Cassidy, at that time the president of
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, called for a special commission
of Jewish and Catholic scholars to come together to study these documents.
"This positive advance unfortunately ended July 21, 2001 in failure," he added, "partly
because the scholars simply did not read the languages of the collection."
"They issued a list of 47 questions and demanded the opening of the yet uncatalogued archives" from the 1939-1958 period, the foundation president said.
He stated that his foundation "sought to gain permission to digitize this collection,
making it broadly available for study" so as to further "our mission to publicly disclose
as many documents as possible to help to move this obstacle between Jews and
Catholics into the light of documented truth."
Black legend
Krupp explained that "this effort is simply to show clear evidence of Pope Pius XII's
efforts to mitigate suffering during the war and that the 'black legend,' which
besmirched his name, is simply not true."
He added that this initiative is "not meant to be a substitute for the full access" to the
archives, "but will absolutely show the unique efforts of Pope Pius XII and the
dangers he was forced to operate under a direct threat from the Nazi regime."
"Ironically," he said "the Vatican Secret Archives [from the period prior] to 1939 were
opened over two years ago," and they showed that "65% of Pacelli's ministry has
simply been ignored by the critics who call for the war years to be opened."
On behalf of the foundation, the president expressed gratitude to the Pope's
Secretary of State and the Libreria Editrice Vaticana "for their confidence in us by
allowing us this unprecedented privilege."
He continued: "We sincerely hope that international historians will carefully scrutinize
these records. We expect the digitization process of over 9000 pages will take about
four weeks to complete [at which time] we will announce their posting on Internet."
In the meantime, the foundation already has thousands of documents and eyewitness
videos available on their Web site for study.
Krupp concluded by requesting that "French, Italian and German scholars consider
helping us by translating documents into English and forward this work to Pave the
Way Foundation so that we can make the information available to more scholars for
research."
He added, "We also would like to receive any comments, positive or negative, relative
to the content of these documents."
--- --- --On the Net:
Pave the Way Foundation: http://www.ptwf.org
(C) Innovative Media, Inc.
Mark Message Unread
(Msg Id: 490222:531891)
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Vatican to put wartime archive online
The Vatican plans to make some of its World War II archives available on the Internet soon to calm down the
controversy over Pope Pius XII's actions during the Holocaust, the Associated Press reports.
The Vatican's newspaper said the plan would "render service to the historic truth," and officials told AP writer
Victor Simpson Tuesday that the material would be accessible soon.
The move comes amid Jewish anger at the recent decision of Pope Benedict XVI to move Pius closer to
sainthood. The church says the wartime pope helped to save Jews and others during the Holocaust, but some
Jews and others say he should have done more.
The Vatican's daily newspaper L'Osservatore Romano said Gary Krup, an American who heads the Pave the
Way Foundation, which seeks to strengthen Catholic-Jewish relations, was behind the online initiative. It
quoted him as saying that the Pius XII papacy "has become a source of friction."
During a visit to Rome's main synagogue last month, the AP reports, Benedict said the Vatican "itself provided
assistance, often in a hidden and discreet way" to Jews during the war. Benedict said Catholics acted
courageously to save Jews during World War II.
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topic with links to deeper commentary:
http://www.artsjournal.com/herman/2006/01/following_the_rat_lines.html
Posted by: MrRational | February 17, 2010 10:40 AM
The Pave the Way Foundation will be scanning and posting online some documents from the Vatican Secret
Archives covering the WWII period. The Vatican had published these documents decades ago in the hope of
making public the work purportedly done by Pope Pius XII on behalf of the Jews during the Holocaust. The
Vatican commissioned six scholars, three Catholic and three Jewish, to evaluate the documentation and
publish the results. The commission went through the documents, which raised more questions than
provided answers, and produced a list of further questions for the Vatican including a request for further
documents from the Vatican Secret Archives. The Vatican did not produce either and the commission
eventually disbanded.
The Pave the Way Foundation provided a mischaracterization of what happened with the joint JewishChristian commission. In an article (http://www.zenit.org/article-28333?l=english) they correctly stated that
the commission prepared a series of further questions as they found that the documents they had access to
were not conclusive. They also stated that the commission was unable to understand the documents, as they
couldn’t read them in the original languages. This is not correct. They did not have any problem in reading
the documents for lack of understanding of the various languages. The Church refused to provide more
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The 8,000 pages of documents to be put online will however not include
material directly relating to Pius XII, the wartime pope whose attitude
towards the Holocaust has been the subject of controversy.
"We noted that the papacy of Pius XII during World War II has become
a major cause of friction ... ," Gary Krupp, the head of the Pave the Way
Foundation which led the move to digitalise the archives, was quoted
saying.
The Vatican Library has already published the documents that will
appear online, following an order from Pope Paul VI in 1964.
Material relating to Pius will not be published for another five or six
years, the head of the Vatican secret archives Monsignor Sergio Pagano
said last July.
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In the spirit of caring, ecumenism and mutual respect Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF), a non-sectarian New York based foundation sent
gifts to the needy of Jerusalem on the Jewish holiday of Purim. Realizing that the poor mothers have a clear need for baby formula, diapers
and baby toys, Pave the Way Foundation provided gift baskets to the mothers. Poverty in Israel knows no religious boundaries and so PTWF
gave these wonderful gift packages to Muslim, Christian and Jewish mothers in need for their babies.
"A gesture is worth a million words and promises," said Gary Krupp, founder and President of PTWF. "I asked the PTWF advisor in Jerusalem,
famed Sculpture Sam Philipe, what gesture we could make on the occasion of Purim. Sam suggested that we provide a months' supply of
baby formula, diapers and toys, since this critical area of need has always been ignored by many charitable organizations. Supplying these
basic needs eases the financial strain these moms are under while sending a loving message to the recipients."
Sam worked diligently to obtain the products for the gifts and then to distribute them in the poorer areas of Jerusalem. When Sam, an Israeli
Jew, went into Arab East Jerusalem to give the gifts to the needy Muslims and Christians, he reported that the normal belligerence to a
Jewish Israeli of some of the Arabs was replaced by smiles and genuine affection and gratitude for the gifts. When Sam then went to the
needy Jewish recipients, he said that he and his wife Shirley, who helped with the gifts, were brought to tears by the positive response.
Pave the Way Foundation is founded on the idea that concrete gestures of good will between the faiths can do much more then just simple

Login ›
Forgot your password?
Forgot your username?
Create an account

dialog. PTWF held the largest Jewish Papal Audience in history to simply thank Pope John Paul II for all he had done in religious
reconciliation. PTWF initiated the first ever loan of a rare manuscript of Maimonides from the Vatican Library to the State of Israel. Recently
on January 22, 2007, PTWF participated in the gift of one of the most important Christian Manuscripts in the world, the Bodmer Papyrus, to
Pope Benedict XVI and the Vatican Library for worldwide learning. PTWF has initiated many other gestures and projects, all to enhance the
common message that the world must come together to oppose religious extremism in every religion and to recognize this abuse as the
greatest danger to humanity.
About Pave the Way Foundation: PTWF is dedicated to achieving peace by bridging "the intellectual gap" in tolerance and understanding, by
enhancing relations between religions through cultural, technological and intellectual gestures. The Foundation has a simple yet monumental
vision: To enable all the world's religions to mutually realize that extremism, politics and personal agendas must not be allowed to poison the
true benevolent message common to all faiths. Bigotry and hatred must be abolished by the faithful embracing their similarities and savoring
their differences.
Contact Linda Simpson
212 629 0046
www.ptwf.org
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Pave the Way Foundation
Wednesday, March 3rd, 2010
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Pope Pius XII: Hero in the Unmaking
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The word “hero” so often conjures up images of the brash and the bold. We
tweets
may think of Audie Murphy’s WWII exploits, the Spartans at Thermopylae, or
the doomed holdouts at the Alamo. But then there are the quiet heroes,
retweet
people such as Oskar Schindler. Ever since Schindler’s List hit the silver
screen in 1993, his clandestine efforts resulting in the rescue of almost 1,200 Jews
from Nazi death camps have been well known.
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Yet that dark time birthed another quiet hero, one who saved as many as 860,000
Jewish lives. Today, however, few know of his accomplishments, few sing his praises. And Steven
Spielberg will undoubtedly never make a movie lauding him. On the contrary, this man is roundly
maligned as a WWII villain who was at best indifferent to the plight of the people in the Nazis’
crosshairs. This man is Eugenio Pacelli. But he is better known as Pope Pius XII.
By the lights of the popular culture and the increasingly unpopular media, it is a “fact” that Pius was
practically a Nazi collaborator. British journalist John Cornwell’s book Hitler’s Pope got a lot of press
after its 1999 publication, and self-professed “anti-theist” Christopher Hitchens never misses a chance
to highlight the papacy’s supposed WWII sins and silence. It has become atheist boilerplate, the
barbarous vehicle through which barbarian historians sack modern-day Rome.
Beliefs Not Borne Out
But the embrace of this impious Pius narrative extends far beyond activists and atheists, to people of
good will. And one of them was a man named Gary L. Krupp. As a Jewish fellow raised in Queens, New
York City, he had learned much about the Holocaust and knew who its main players were. He also knew
who its monsters were — or, at least, he thought he did. He thus grew up “hating the name Pius XII,” as
he put it. Yet he also had a certain passion: building bridges among people of faith by eliminating nontheological differences among religions. To this end he and his wife, Meredith, founded the Pave the
Way Foundation (PTWF) in 2003. And, to this end — and despite his prejudices — the couple decided to
investigate the story of Pope Pius XII.
After poring over literally thousands of documents during an exhaustive investigation, what the Krupps
found was, to use Mr. Krupp’s characterization, nothing less than shocking. Far from being the callous
Nazi sympathizer of many people’s nightmares (and some people’s fantasies), Pius was a hero who
worked behind the scenes, quietly and diligently, saving lives and risking his own. Treating this matter
just this past December in a New York Post piece entitled “Friend to the Jews: Pius XII’s real wartime
record,” Krupp revealed some of what shocked him so, writing:
It is unquestionable that Pius XII intervened to save countless Jews at a time most nations — even
FDR’s America — refused to accept these refugees.... He smuggled Jews into the Americas and
Asia. He ordered the lifting of cloister for men and women to enter monasteries, convents and
churches to hide 7,000 Jews of Rome in a single day.
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Krupp provided a few more details in a Daily News piece entitled “Stop persecuting Pius — WWII pontiff
is branded ‘Hitler’s Pope,’ but he did much to save the Jews,” revealing:
More evidence shows Pius secretly moved Jews out of Europe. We [at the PTWF] conducted dozens
of video interviews, among them a witness account of a priest who revealed a secret
“underground railroad,” directly ordered by the Pope, sending more than 10,000 Jews to the U.S.
via the Dominican Republic. Many countries would not accept “Jews,” so they were given false
baptismal papers to travel as Catholics. Pius successfully stopped the deportation of tens of
thousands of Hungarian Jews when he appealed to the Regent of Hungary. Similarly, he
desperately tried to impact the deportation policies of many other countries to, in his words,
“save this vibrant community.”
Yet, while Krupp is currently the most visible of the pope’s defenders, he is far from the first. Another
is Rabbi David G. Dalin, Ph.D., a widely published scholar of American Judaism and author of the 2005
book The Myth of Hitler’s Pope. He provided a trove of information about Pius’ efforts in his piece “A
Righteous Gentile: Pope Pius XII and the Jews.” And here is a small sampling:
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Throughout World War II, he [Pius] spoke out on behalf of Europe’s Jews. When Pius learned of
the Nazi atrocities in Poland, he urged the bishops of Europe to do all they could to save the Jews
and other victims of Nazi persecution. On January 19, 1940, at the Pope’s instruction, Vatican
radio and L’Osservatore Romano revealed to the world “the dreadful cruelties of uncivilized
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tyranny” that the Nazis were inflicting on Jewish and Catholic Poles.
... In June 1942, Pius spoke out against the mass deportation of Jews from Nazi-occupied France,
further instructing his Papal Nuncio in Paris to protest to Marshal Henri Petain, Vichy France’s
Chief of State, against “the inhuman arrests and deportations of Jews from the French occupied
zone to Silesia and parts of Russia.”
The London Times of October 1, 1942, explicitly praises him for his condemnation of Nazism and
his public support for the Jewish victims of Nazi terror. “A study of the words which Pope Pius XII
has addressed since his accession,” noted the Times, “leaves no room for doubt. He condemns
the worship of force and its concrete manifestations in the suppression of national liberties and in
the persecution of the Jewish race.”
Pius XII’s Christmas addresses of 1941 and 1942, broadcast over Vatican radio to millions
throughout the world, also help to refute the fallacious claim that Pope Pius was “silent.” Indeed,
as The New York Times described Pius’ 1941 Christmas address in its editorial the following day, it
specifically applauded the Pope, as a “lonely” voice of public protest against Hitler.... The Pope’s
Christmas message of 1941, as reported by The New York Times and other newspapers, was
understood at the time to be a clear condemnation of Nazi attacks on Europe’s Jews.
Hitler’s Nemesis
In fact, not only was Pius not silent, he was passionately opposed to Hitler at a time when many other
notables — such as former U.K. Prime Minister David Lloyd George, Joseph Kennedy, J. Paul Getty,
future Nobel Prize winner Andre Gide, and writer Gertrude Stein — supported the German leader. For
example, a close collaborator of Pius’ named Sister Pascalina and other witnesses reported that, while
still Cardinal Pacelli, he said of Hitler, “Everything he says and writes has the mark of his egocentrism;
this man is capable of trampling on corpses.” Even more significant is a confidential letter sent to
Washington by U.S. consul general A.W. Klieforth. Recording a 1937 conversation with Pacelli, he wrote
(as rendered by World Over Live host Raymond Arroyo during a January 10, 2010 interview with Krupp),
“His [Pius’] views, while they are well known, surprised me by their extremeness. He said that he
opposed, unalterably, every compromise with National Socialism. He regarded Hitler not only as an
untrustworthy scoundrel but as a fundamentally wicked person. He did not believe that Hitler was
capable of moderation, and in spite of appearances would end up in the camp of left-wing Nazi
extremists.” The pope had also said, according to Krupp in the same interview, that it was better to
lose young Catholics than to submit to Nazism.
Yet Pius’ charitable behavior toward Jews (which merely reflected his charity for all) greatly predated,
and outlived, the Nazi menace. Pius’ closest friend growing up was a Jewish boy named Guido Mendes,
and when Mendes’ life was later imperiled during WWII, Pius would intercede and rescue him (Mendes’
affection for his great friend was evident in an article he wrote the year of the pope’s death).
Additionally, to cite just a few more examples: As Nuncio Pacelli in 1917, he intervened with the
Germans to prevent the Ottoman Turks from exterminating the Palestinian Jews; in 1930, he supported
orders excommunicating anyone who joined Hitler’s party; he threw his weight behind the defeat of a
Polish anti-koshering law in 1938; and at the United Nations in 1947, Pius encouraged Catholic nations
to support the creation of the state of Israel.
Then, returning to the fruits of the pope’s wartime actions, I can add a somewhat personal note to this
story. I had a Jewish relative who was a little girl in France during the Nazi occupation, and I had the
opportunity to get to know her because she survived those harrowing days. And she only survived them
because she was hidden and protected by Catholic priests.
Revisionist History
Now, all this runs so contrary to the modern Pius narrative that some may wonder where it’s coming
from. Is this a matter of revisionist history? It is — only, the revisionism occurred long ago.
If Pius was Hitler’s pope, he sure fooled Hitler. As to this, The Tablet of London reported that Nazi
leader Joseph Goebbels distributed pamphlets referring to Pius as the “pro-Jewish Pope.” Then, after
Pius’ 1942 Christmas message, Germany’s Reich Central Security Office issued a report stating, “The
Pope has repudiated the National Socialist New European Order ... and makes himself the mouthpiece
of the Jewish war criminals.” And, writes Sister Margherita Marchione, Ph.D. in her piece “Three Jews
and a Pope,” “The Nazi plan, reported in the July 5, 1998 issue of the Milan newspaper Il Giornale ...
described Hilter’s [sic] plan to ‘massacre Pius XII with the entire Vatican,’ because of the ‘Papal protest
in favor of the Jews.’”
And Pius must have fooled all the newspapers as well. Krupp points out that during the course of the
PTWF’s research, they examined hundreds of WWII-era articles on Pius and found not one negative
piece. Thus, ironically, while the New York Times has given much ink and credence to recent anti-Pius
books, it is contradicting the findings of its own WWII-generation reporters.
Most significant, though, are the pronouncements and behavior of a veritable who’s who of WWII-era
Jewish figures. For example, Golda Meir praised Pius, saying, “When fearful martyrdom came to our
people in the dec-ade of Nazi terror, the voice of the Pope was raised for the victims.” Albert Einstein
was quoted in Time magazine in 1940 as stating, “Only the Church stood squarely across the path of
Hitler’s campaign for suppressing the truth.” Chief Rabbi Alexander Safran of Bucharest, Rumania,
wrote in an April 7, 1944 statement, “In the most difficult hours which we Jews of Rumania have passed
through, the generous assistance of the Holy See was decisive and salutary. It is not easy for us to find
the right words to express the warmth and consolation we experience because of the concern of the
Supreme Pontiff.”
These voices were joined by contemporaries such as Israeli Prime Minister Moshe Sharett, Israel’s first
President Chaim Weizmann, Israeli Chief Rabbi Isaac Herzog, and Jewish historian Pinchas Lapide, just
to name a handful. In fact, some prominent Jews actually suggested that a forest of 860,000 trees be
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planted on the hills of Judea in Pius’ honor. The pièce de résistance, however, would have to be Israel
Zoller, Chief Rabbi of Rome from 1939 to 1945. After the war, he actually converted to Catholicism and
adopted the name Eugenio Zolli — in honor of none other than Pope Pius XII.
Given this, what do you call it when many today stubbornly insist they know better than every
prominent Jewish voice of Pius’s time? Well, Jewish folks have a word for it: chutzpah. To use another
Yiddish term, though, how did all this narishkeit, or foolishness, surrounding Pius get started? Believe it
or not, it began with one man, one day, and one play.
Pius’ reputation remained intact until about five years after his death. But then on February 20, 1963,
The Deputy opened in Berlin. Written by leftist playwright Rolf Hochhuth, it depicted Pius as a selfserving man who failed to act or protest during the Holocaust, a man who subordinated the inklings of
the Holy Spirit to the spirit of expediency. The play would ultimately be translated into more than 20
languages, and its narrative would metastasize even more aggressively. It illustrates the influence one
man can have.
Persecuting a Pope
Then again, if a story that broke in 2007 is to be believed, maybe it doesn’t. That year, the highestranking communist intelligence officer to ever defect to the West, Ion Mihai Pacepa, claimed that the
attack on Pius was no accident — it was Soviet agitprop. He revealed, wrote John Follain in the Sunday
Times of London, “that he was involved in the operation code-named Seat12, a Kremlin scheme
launched in 1960 to portray Pius XII ‘as a cold-hearted Nazi sympathiser.’ The result, according to
Pacepa, was the 1963 play The Deputy, by Rolf Hochhuth.” Oh, I should add that the motto of this Cold
War plot was “Dead men cannot defend themselves.” No, they can’t — but men with dead souls can
attack very well.
While the hard-left Hochhuth certainly needed no encouragement to write such propaganda (except,
perhaps, for some convenient misinformation “finding” him), should Pacepa’s story surprise anyone?
After all, Pius and the church at the time were staunchly and explicitly anti-communist, and Catholic
teaching specifically condemns communism. In fact, so effective was the church’s opposition that
Mikhail Gorbachev credited it as being instrumental in the fall of the Iron Curtain, saying in 1992,
“What has happened in Eastern Europe in recent years would not have been possible without the
presence of this Pope [John Paul II].”
The point is that the communists viewed the Catholic Church as a major (if not the main) impediment
to their aims. Also remember that, as Soviet defector Yuri Bezmenov pointed out years ago, 85 percent
of the KGB’s resources were devoted not to intrigue but to subversion, efforts at, as he put it,
“demoralization.” That is, efforts such as the attack on Pius.
But as Bezmenov would also point out, most cultural havoc wreaked upon the West is done by
Westerners to Westerners. Thus, however great (or minor) the communist influence over the character
assassination of Pius, there is no doubt that it is covered with Western fingerprints. And why did so
many glom on to The Deputy’s malicious lies? Simple: The time was right. Secularist forces were on the
march in the 1960s, hungry for any hammer suitable for bludgeoning traditionalist institutions. As
University of Mississippi law professor and author of Righteous Gentiles: How Pope Pius XII and the
Catholic Church Saved Half a Million Jews From the Nazis Richard Rychlak explained in a January 2006
Zenit interview:
Many of the critics [of Pius] share a view of the world that runs counter to the Catholic Church,
and they have tried to advance their view and discredit the Church by denigrating Pope Pius XII.
Read through to the end of most of these [anti-Pius] books and you will find that the authors are
critical not only of Pope Pius XII, but also the late Pope John Paul II, the positions expressed by
Cardinal Ratzinger/Pope Benedict XVI, traditional Catholic doctrines of papal supremacy, the allmale priesthood and especially Catholic sexual teachings.
In fact, as Rychlak points out, the Catholic Church is being attacked for the same reason Christianity is
always targeted: It advances the concept of Absolute Truth. For this reason, he writes, “it is their main
target — not Pius or any other -individual.”
It’s Nothing Personal
In reality, many of Pius’ critics couldn’t care less about the pope any more than they do about the truth
concerning him. Rather, he is a vehicle. If they can discredit the church by impugning Pius, they will do
that; and if they could discredit the church by lauding Pius, they would do that. Moreover, there is no
question in my mind that the agenda-driven, secularist critics care not a whit about the Holocaust,
either. It is also a vehicle. And as an example, we need look no further than the impious playwright Rolf
Hochhuth. To this day he is great friends with David Irving — the man who recently completed a prison
sentence in Austria for Holocaust denial. In fact, Hochhuth was accused of anti-Semitism himself in
2005 when he defended Irving’s statement, “More women died on the back seat of Edward Kennedy’s
car at Chappaquiddick than ever died in a gas chamber in Auschwitz,” by dismissing it as black humor.
Then there is an irony here: If you’re the church, you’re damned if you do and damned if you don’t.
Moderns lament those medieval days when popes and prelates melded with princes and politics, but
then turn about and say that the church didn’t do “enough” to stop the owners of arguably the most
powerful military on Earth. But while nothing is ever enough to one bent on criticism, the days of a
pope summoning Crusader armies to vanquish the barbarians du jour are long gone.
This brings us back to quiet heroism and Oskar Schindler. Krupp has pointed out that in Judaism “the
highest form of charity is anonymous charity,” and he says that this is what Pius is “guilty” of. Yet
anonymous help is sometimes driven by necessity as much as nobility. Sure, we often like our heroes
spitting in the eye of 1,000 devils while dodging 1,000 bullets, but bravery that kills innocents is no
virtue. Many have observed that whenever the church spoke out, reprisals against Christians and Jews
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alike intensified. And this could only be observed because the church did speak out. This — and the fact
that a dead savior saves no one — is the reason why, like Schindler, Pius had to work his miracles in
secret. Unlike Schindler, though, who is admired for using a pretense of friendship with Nazis to save
1,200 lives, Pius is condemned for using an occasional pretense of neutrality to save the better part of
one million.
Yet, in trying to correct the record here, one encounters a very difficult stumbling block. It’s called the
Big Lie technique. It was articulated by Adolf Hitler himself in Mein Kampf when he wrote, “It would
never come into their [average people’s] heads to fabricate colossal untruths, and they would not
believe that others could have the impudence to distort the truth so infamously.” Now, what does it say
about Pius’ Machiavellian critics when, in order to paint him as a Nazi collaborator, they were willing to
infamously distort the truth?
You can answer that yourself. As for the Big Lie that Pope Pius XII didn’t do enough, we should ask the
big question: Who did more? One of Pius’ former enemies, Gary Krupp, knows. He put it this way,
“Through our research of documented proof, we have discovered that secretly, he saved more Jews
than all of the world’s religious and political leaders combined.” That is a big truth. It’s big, it’s
beautiful, and maybe it will even be, one day, known.
— Photo: AP Images
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THE BISHOP OF ROME

SANTO SUBITO

The Truth Regarding Pope Pius XII:
The word “hero” so often conjures up images of the
brash and the bold. We may think of Audie
Murphy’s WWII exploits, the Spartans at
Thermopylae, or the doomed holdouts at the
Alamo. But then there are the quiet heroes, people
such as Oskar Schindler. Ever since Schindler’s List
hit the silver screen in 1993, his clandestine efforts
resulting in the rescue of almost 1,200 Jews from
Nazi death camps have been well known.

PM SILVIO BERLUSCONI

Yet that dark time birthed another quiet hero, one
who saved as many as 860,000 Jewish lives. Today,
however, few know of his accomplishments, few
sing his praises. And Steven Spielberg will
undoubtedly never make a movie lauding him. On
the contrary, this man is roundly maligned as a
WWII villain who was at best indifferent to the
plight of the people in the Nazis’ crosshairs. This
man is Eugenio Pacelli. But he is better known as
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2009 WORLD CHAMPIONS

By the lights of the popular culture and the
increasingly unpopular media, it is a “fact” that Pius
was practically a Nazi collaborator. British
journalist John Cornwell’s book Hitler’s Pope got a
lot of press after its 1999 publication, and selfprofessed “anti-theist” Christopher Hitchens never
misses a chance to highlight the papacy’s supposed
WWII sins and silence. It has become atheist
boilerplate, the barbarous vehicle through which
barbarian historians sack modern-day Rome.
Beliefs Not Borne Out But the embrace of this
impious Pius narrative extends far beyond activists
and atheists, to people of good will. And one of
them was a man named Gary L. Krupp. As a Jewish
fellow raised in Queens, New York City, he had
learned much about the Holocaust and knew who
its main players were. He also knew who its
monsters were — or, at least, he thought he did. He
thus grew up “hating the name Pius XII,” as he put
it. Yet he also had a certain passion: building
bridges among people of faith by eliminating nontheological differences among religions. To this end
he and his wife, Meredith, founded the Pave the
Way Foundation (PTWF) in 2003. And, to this end
— and despite his prejudices — the couple decided
to investigate the story of Pope Pius XII.
After poring over literally thousands of documents
during an exhaustive investigation, what the
Krupps found was, to use Mr. Krupp’s
characterization, nothing less than shocking. Far
from being the callous Nazi sympathizer of many
people’s nightmares (and some people’s fantasies),
Pius was a hero who worked behind the scenes,
quietly and diligently, saving lives and risking his
own. Treating this matter just this past December
in a New York Post piece entitled “Friend to the
Jews: Pius XII’s real wartime record,” Krupp
revealed some of what shocked him so, writing:
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It is unquestionable that Pius XII intervened to save
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countless Jews at a time most nations — even
FDR’s America — refused to accept these
refugees.... He smuggled Jews into the Americas
and Asia. He ordered the lifting of cloister for men
and women to enter monasteries, convents and
churches to hide 7,000 Jews of Rome in a single
day.
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Krupp provided a few more details in a Daily News
piece entitled “Stop persecuting Pius — WWII
pontiff is branded ‘Hitler’s Pope,’ but he did much
to save the Jews,” revealing:
More evidence shows Pius secretly moved Jews out
of Europe. We [at the PTWF] conducted dozens of
video interviews, among them a witness account of
a priest who revealed a secret “underground
railroad,” directly ordered by the Pope, sending
more than 10,000 Jews to the U.S. via the
Dominican Republic. Many countries would not
accept “Jews,” so they were given false baptismal
papers to travel as Catholics.
Pius successfully stopped the deportation of tens of
thousands of Hungarian Jews when he appealed to
the Regent of Hungary. Similarly, he desperately
tried to impact the deportation policies of many
other countries to, in his words, “save this vibrant
community.”
Yet, while Krupp is currently the most visible of the
pope’s defenders, he is far from the first. Another is
Rabbi David G. Dalin, Ph.D., a widely published
scholar of American Judaism and author of the
2005 book The Myth of Hitler’s Pope. He provided
a trove of information about Pius’ efforts in his
piece “A Righteous Gentile: Pope Pius XII and the
Jews.” And here is a small sampling:

Follow this blog

FRIEND ME

TWITTER

YOU TUBE

Throughout World War II, he [Pius] spoke out on
behalf of Europe’s Jews. When Pius learned of the
Nazi atrocities in Poland, he urged the bishops of
Europe to do all they could to save the Jews and
other victims of Nazi persecution. On January 19,
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1940, at the Pope’s instruction, Vatican radio and
L’Osservatore Romano revealed to the world “the
dreadful cruelties of uncivilized tyranny” that the
Nazis were inflicting on Jewish and Catholic Poles.
... In June 1942, Pius spoke out against the mass
deportation of Jews from Nazi-occupied France,
further instructing his Papal Nuncio in Paris to
protest to Marshal Henri Petain, Vichy France’s
Chief of State, against “the inhuman arrests and
deportations of Jews from the French occupied
zone to Silesia and parts of Russia.”
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The London Times of October 1, 1942, explicitly
praises him for his condemnation of Nazism and
his public support for the Jewish victims of Nazi
terror. “A study of the words which Pope Pius XII
has addressed since his accession,” noted the
Times, “leaves no room for doubt. He condemns the
worship of force and its concrete manifestations in
the suppression of national liberties and in the
persecution of the Jewish race.”
Pius XII’s Christmas addresses of 1941 and 1942,
broadcast over Vatican radio to millions throughout
the world, also help to refute the fallacious claim
that Pope Pius was “silent.” Indeed, as The New
York Times described Pius’ 1941 Christmas address
in its editorial the following day, it specifically
applauded the Pope, as a “lonely” voice of public
protest against Hitler.... The Pope’s Christmas
message of 1941, as reported by The New York
Times and other newspapers, was understood at the
time to be a clear condemnation of Nazi attacks on
Europe’s Jews.

ETXEBARRI-"NEW HOME"

Hitler’s Nemesis In fact, not only was Pius not
silent, he was passionately opposed to Hitler at a
time when many other notables — such as former
U.K. Prime Minister David Lloyd George, Joseph
Kennedy, J. Paul Getty, future Nobel Prize winner
Andre Gide, and writer Gertrude Stein — supported
the German leader.

http://carlosechevarria.blogspot.com/2010/03/pius-xii-saved-close-to-million-jews.html

3/6/2010

Let's Get It Right: Pius XII Saved Close To A Million Jews

For example, a close collaborator of Pius’ named
Sister Pascalina and other witnesses reported that,
while still Cardinal Pacelli, he said of Hitler,
“Everything he says and writes has the mark of his
egocentrism; this man is capable of trampling on
corpses.” Even more significant is a confidential
letter sent to Washington by U.S. consul general
A.W. Klieforth. Recording a 1937 conversation with
Pacelli, he wrote (as rendered by World Over Live
host Raymond Arroyo during a January 10, 2010
interview with Krupp), “His [Pius’] views, while
they are well known, surprised me by their
extremeness. He said that he opposed, unalterably,
every compromise with National Socialism. He
regarded Hitler not only as an untrustworthy
scoundrel but as a fundamentally wicked person.
He did not believe that Hitler was capable of
moderation, and in spite of appearances would end
up in the camp of left-wing Nazi extremists.”
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THOMAS JEFFERSON

The pope had also said, according to Krupp in the
same interview, that it was better to lose young
Catholics than to submit to Nazism.
Yet Pius’ charitable behavior toward Jews (which
merely reflected his charity for all) greatly predated,
and outlived, the Nazi menace. Pius’ closest friend
growing up was a Jewish boy named Guido
Mendes, and when Mendes’ life was later imperiled
during WWII, Pius would intercede and rescue him
(Mendes’ affection for his great friend was evident
in an article he wrote the year of the pope’s death).

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Additionally, to cite just a few more examples: As
Nuncio Pacelli in 1917, he intervened with the
Germans to prevent the Ottoman Turks from
exterminating the Palestinian Jews; in 1930, he
supported orders excommunicating anyone who
joined Hitler’s party; he threw his weight behind
the defeat of a Polish anti-koshering law in 1938;
and at the United Nations in 1947, Pius encouraged
Catholic nations to support the creation of the state
of Israel.
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Then, returning to the fruits of the pope’s wartime
actions, I can add a somewhat personal note to this
story. I had a Jewish relative who was a little girl in
France during the Nazi occupation, and I had the
opportunity to get to know her because she
survived those harrowing days. And she only
survived them because she was hidden and
protected by Catholic priests.
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Revisionist History Now, all this runs so contrary to
the modern Pius narrative that some may wonder
where it’s coming from. Is this a matter of
revisionist history? It is — only, the revisionism
occurred long ago.
If Pius was Hitler’s pope, he sure fooled Hitler. As
to this, The Tablet of London reported that Nazi
leader Joseph Goebbels distributed pamphlets
referring to Pius as the “pro-Jewish Pope.” Then,
after Pius’ 1942 Christmas message, Germany’s
Reich Central Security Office issued a report
stating, “The Pope has repudiated the National
Socialist New European Order ... and makes himself
the mouthpiece of the Jewish war criminals.”
And, writes Sister Margherita Marchione, Ph.D. in
her piece “Three Jews and a Pope,” “The Nazi plan,
reported in the July 5, 1998 issue of the Milan
newspaper Il Giornale ... described Hilter’s [sic]
plan to ‘massacre Pius XII with the entire Vatican,’
because of the ‘Papal protest in favor of the Jews.’”

RICHARD M. NIXON

RONALD REAGAN

And Pius must have fooled all the newspapers as
well. Krupp points out that during the course of the
PTWF’s research, they examined hundreds of
WWII-era articles on Pius and found not one
negative piece. Thus, ironically, while the New York
Times has given much ink and credence to recent
anti-Pius books, it is contradicting the findings of
its own WWII-generation reporters.
Most significant, though, are the pronouncements
and behavior of a veritable who’s who of WWIIera Jewish figures. For example, Golda Meir
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praised Pius, saying, “When fearful martyrdom
came to our people in the dec-ade of Nazi terror,
the voice of the Pope was raised for the victims.”
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Albert Einstein was quoted in Time magazine in
1940 as stating, “Only the Church stood squarely
across the path of Hitler’s campaign for
suppressing the truth.”
Chief Rabbi Alexander Safran of Bucharest,
Rumania, wrote in an April 7, 1944 statement, “In
the most difficult hours which we Jews of Rumania
have passed through, the generous assistance of
the Holy See was decisive and salutary. It is not
easy for us to find the right words to express the
warmth and consolation we experience because of
the concern of the Supreme Pontiff.”

RNC CHAIRMAN MICHAEL
STEELE

These voices were joined by contemporaries such
as Israeli Prime Minister Moshe Sharett, Israel’s
first President Chaim Weizmann, Israeli Chief
Rabbi Isaac Herzog, and Jewish historian Pinchas
Lapide, just to name a handful. In fact, some
prominent Jews actually suggested that a forest of
860,000 trees be planted on the hills of Judea in
Pius’ honor.
The pièce de résistance, however, would have to be
Israel Zoller, Chief Rabbi of Rome from 1939 to
1945. After the war, he actually converted to
Catholicism and adopted the name Eugenio Zolli —
in honor of none other than Pope Pius XII.

GOV. RICK PERRY

Given this, what do you call it when many today
stubbornly insist they know better than every
prominent Jewish voice of Pius’s time? Well,
Jewish folks have a word for it: chutzpah. To use
another Yiddish term, though, how did all this
narishkeit, or foolishness, surrounding Pius get
started? Believe it or not, it began with one man,
one day, and one play.
Pius’ reputation remained intact until about five
years after his death. But then on February 20,
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1963, The Deputy opened in Berlin. Written by
leftist playwright Rolf Hochhuth, it depicted Pius as
a self-serving man who failed to act or protest
during the Holocaust, a man who subordinated the
inklings of the Holy Spirit to the spirit of
expediency. The play would ultimately be translated
into more than 20 languages, and its narrative
would metastasize even more aggressively. It
illustrates the influence one man can have.
Persecuting a Pope Then again, if a story that broke
in 2007 is to be believed, maybe it doesn’t. That
year, the highest-ranking communist intelligence
officer to ever defect to the West, Ion Mihai Pacepa,
claimed that the attack on Pius was no accident — it
was Soviet agitprop.
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He revealed, wrote John Follain in the Sunday
Times of London, “that he was involved in the
operation code-named Seat12, a Kremlin scheme
launched in 1960 to portray Pius XII ‘as a coldhearted Nazi sympathiser.’ The result, according to
Pacepa, was the 1963 play The Deputy, by Rolf
Hochhuth.” Oh, I should add that the motto of this
Cold War plot was “Dead men cannot defend
themselves.” No, they can’t — but men with dead
souls can attack very well.
While the hard-left Hochhuth certainly needed no
encouragement to write such propaganda (except,
perhaps, for some convenient misinformation
“finding” him), should Pacepa’s story surprise
anyone? After all, Pius and the church at the time
were staunchly and explicitly anti-communist, and
Catholic teaching specifically condemns
communism.

SENATOR JOHN THUNE

In fact, so effective was the church’s opposition that
Mikhail Gorbachev credited it as being
instrumental in the fall of the Iron Curtain, saying
in 1992, “What has happened in Eastern Europe in
recent years would not have been possible without
the presence of this Pope [John Paul II].”
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The point is that the communists viewed the
Catholic Church as a major (if not the main)
impediment to their aims. Also remember that, as
Soviet defector Yuri Bezmenov pointed out years
ago, 85 percent of the KGB’s resources were
devoted not to intrigue but to subversion, efforts at,
as he put it, “demoralization.” That is, efforts such
as the attack on Pius.
But as Bezmenov would also point out, most
cultural havoc wreaked upon the West is done by
Westerners to Westerners. Thus, however great (or
minor) the communist influence over the character
assassination of Pius, there is no doubt that it is
covered with Western fingerprints. And why did so
many glom on to The Deputy’s malicious lies?
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SPEAKER NEWT GINGRICH

Simple: The time was right. Secularist forces were
on the march in the 1960s, hungry for any hammer
suitable for bludgeoning traditionalist institutions.
As University of Mississippi law professor and
author of Righteous Gentiles: How Pope Pius XII
and the Catholic Church Saved Half a Million Jews
From the Nazis Richard Rychlak explained in a
January 2006 Zenit interview:
Many of the critics [of Pius] share a view of the
world that runs counter to the Catholic Church, and
they have tried to advance their view and discredit
the Church by denigrating Pope Pius XII.

GOV. MIKE HUCKABEE

Read through to the end of most of these [antiPius] books and you will find that the authors are
critical not only of Pope Pius XII, but also the late
Pope John Paul II, the positions expressed by
Cardinal Ratzinger/Pope Benedict XVI, traditional
Catholic doctrines of papal supremacy, the all-male
priesthood and especially Catholic sexual teachings.
In fact, as Rychlak points out, the Catholic Church
is being attacked for the same reason Christianity is
always targeted: It advances the concept of
Absolute Truth. For this reason, he writes, “it is
their main target — not Pius or any other -
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individual.”
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It’s Nothing Personal In reality, many of Pius’
critics couldn’t care less about the pope any more
than they do about the truth concerning him.
Rather, he is a vehicle. If they can discredit the
church by impugning Pius, they will do that; and if
they could discredit the church by lauding Pius,
they would do that. Moreover, there is no question
in my mind that the agenda-driven, secularist
critics care not a whit about the Holocaust, either. It
is also a vehicle.
And as an example, we need look no further than
the impious playwright Rolf Hochhuth. To this day
he is great friends with David Irving — the man who
recently completed a prison sentence in Austria for
Holocaust denial. In fact, Hochhuth was accused of
anti-Semitism himself in 2005 when he defended
Irving’s statement, “More women died on the back
seat of Edward Kennedy’s car at Chappaquiddick
than ever died in a gas chamber in Auschwitz,” by
dismissing it as black humor.
Then there is an irony here: If you’re the church,
you’re damned if you do and damned if you don’t.
Moderns lament those medieval days when popes
and prelates melded with princes and politics, but
then turn about and say that the church didn’t do
“enough” to stop the owners of arguably the most
powerful military on Earth. But while nothing is
ever enough to one bent on criticism, the days of a
pope summoning Crusader armies to vanquish the
barbarians du jour are long gone.

SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN

GOV. SARAH PALIN

This brings us back to quiet heroism and Oskar
Schindler. Krupp has pointed out that in Judaism
“the highest form of charity is anonymous charity,”
and he says that this is what Pius is “guilty” of. Yet
anonymous help is sometimes driven by necessity
as much as nobility. Sure, we often like our heroes
spitting in the eye of 1,000 devils while dodging
1,000 bullets, but bravery that kills innocents is no
virtue.
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Many have observed that whenever the church
spoke out, reprisals against Christians and Jews
alike intensified. And this could only be observed
because the church did speak out. This — and the
fact that a dead savior saves no one — is the reason
why, like Schindler, Pius had to work his miracles
in secret.
Unlike Schindler, though, who is admired for using
a pretense of friendship with Nazis to save 1,200
lives, Pius is condemned for using an occasional
pretense of neutrality to save the better part of one
million.
Yet, in trying to correct the record here, one
encounters a very difficult stumbling block. It’s
called the Big Lie technique. It was articulated by
Adolf Hitler himself in Mein Kampf when he wrote,
“It would never come into their [average people’s]
heads to fabricate colossal untruths, and they would
not believe that others could have the impudence to
distort the truth so infamously.” Now, what does it
say about Pius’ Machiavellian critics when, in order
to paint him as a Nazi collaborator, they were
willing to infamously distort the truth?
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FROM MY COLD DEAD
HANDS

LIBERTY OR DEATH

THE DUKE

You can answer that yourself. As for the Big Lie that
Pope Pius XII didn’t do enough, we should ask the
big question: Who did more? One of Pius’ former
enemies, Gary Krupp, knows. He put it this way,
“Through our research of documented proof, we
have discovered that secretly, he saved more Jews
than all of the world’s religious and political leaders
combined.”
That is a big truth. It’s big, it’s beautiful, and maybe
it will even be, one day, known.
H/T: Mick Spadea
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La Pave the Way Foundation sta per pubblicare online
gli “Atti della Santa Sede sulla Seconda guerra
mondiale”. Undici volumi che testimoniano
la solidarietà agli ebrei e il lavoro dietro le quinte

del Papa per aiutarli. Ma anche di una condanna
dell’Olocausto solo minacciata e mai pronunciata
IN ESCLUSIVA
Da sinistra in senso antiorario, la lettera di Angelo Roncalli,
futuro Giovanni XXIII; la lettera del rabbino capo di Zagabria,
Freiberger per ringraziare Pio XII; l’appunto manoscritto
di Giovanni Battista Montini, futuro Paolo VI; il diario
di padre Graham su carta intestata della Civiltà Cattolica;
il resoconto della conversazione tra il Segretario
di Stato vaticano Luigi Maglione e l’ambasciatore tedesco
Ernst von Weizsaecker

«D

CITTÀ
DEL VATICANO

al Vaticano, 5
aprile 1940. Soccorsi ai nonAriani. Quanto danaro disponibile in
mano della Santa Sede? Dalla somma di
125mila dollari messa a disposizione
del Santo Padre: 50mila dollari sono
stati assegnati ai comitati americani di
soccorso; 30mila dollari all’associazione Raphaelsverein di Amburgo. Lit.
20mila sono state inviate a disposizione
di Sua Eminenza il cardinale Boetto per
gli aiuti agli ebrei di Genova [...] Si prevede certamente un grande aumento di
tali domande nell’avvenire a misura
che la notizia dei soccorsi accordati si
propagherà tra gli ebrei [...] Da notarsi
che il fondo americano è destinato agli
ebrei, senza distinzione di religione».
Questa nota della Segreteria di Stato,
a cui è allegato un appunto autografo
dell’allora sostituto Giovanni Battista
Montini, il futuro Paolo VI, riassume le
istruzioni impartite da Pio XII ai suoi
collaboratori per sostenere concretamente le comunità ebraiche. Il documento è parte di una mole immensa di
incartamenti su Papa Pacelli e i suoi atti riguardanti la Seconda guerra mondiale, di imminente pubblicazione su
Internet. Tra pochi giorni una fondazione americana, la Pave the Way Foundation, il cui presidente è di origine
ebraica, Gary Krupp, metterà online
ben 5.125 atti provenienti dall’Archivio
della Segreteria di Stato vaticana, riguardanti un periodo compreso fra il
marzo 1939 e il maggio 1945.

Il grande silenzio
e gli archivi segreti
MARCO ANSALDO

Questi documenti sono editi negli
Actes et documents du Saint Siege relatifs a la Seconde Guerre Mondiale, un’opera stilata fra il 1965 e il 1981, voluta da
Papa Montini, e riversata in undici volumi (di cui uno in due tomi). Ma, oggi,
è quasi irreperibile se non in rare biblioteche, e il suo contenuto è pressoché ignoto a molti esperti di cose vaticane. Si tratta dunque di carte sconosciute, di cui Repubblicapropone in anteprima una selezione.
La Pave The Way Foundation, che si
è data come missione l’impegno di rimuovere gli ostacoli fra le religioni, vuole fare piena luce su Pacelli. «Il papato di
Pio XII — spiega Krupp — è diventato
un motivo di frizione. La nostra ricerca
ha rivelato che cinque anni dopo la sua
morte i servizi segreti sovietici, il Kgb,
organizzarono un complotto per screditare il loro nemico, la Chiesa cattolica,
chiamato “Seat 12”. Un trucco sporco,
con accuse false a quel Papa di essere
stato in silenzio durante l’Olocausto, di
cui si fece interprete l’opera teatrale Il
vicario di Rolf Hochhut».
Le carte sostengono quindi la tesi
dell’aiuto dato da Pacelli agli ebrei. Andranno così a integrare documenti invece di altra provenienza, che hanno
mosso un’opinione diversa sull’argomento. Alcuni storici aspettano in ogni
caso di poter consultare gli atti originali fra qualche anno, quando le carte successive al 1938 verranno ufficialmente
rilasciate dall’Archivio segreto vaticano.
D’accordo con la Santa Sede, Krupp
ha intanto deciso di riesumare l’opera,
mettendo i documenti sul web, in testo
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Intervista a Matteo Luigi Napolitano, storico di diplomazia vaticana

“La nascita di quei documenti è una spy-story
sono carte che nessuno ha voluto studiare”

«L

CITTÀ DEL VATICANO

a collana degli Actesdi Pio XII sembra l’opera più negletta della storia diplomatica contemporanea. Ciò che la Pave the Way Foundation intende farne è meritorio. Seguiranno certamente una doppia linea: pubblicare in lingua originale per poi tradurre in inglese». Matteo Luigi Napolitano, studioso di diplomazia vaticana, docente di Storia delle relazioni internazionali dell’Università Marconi di Roma, autore di tre libri su Pio XII e del
sito vaticanfiles. splinder. com, guarda con interesse alla pubblicazione online della raccolta su Pacelli.
Professore, come nacquero gli Actes?
«La loro nascita è affascinante, quasi una spy-story. Quattro gesuiti (i padri Blet, Martini, Schneider, cui si unì poi Graham) furono chiamati da Paolo VI a curare la collana: diversi per formazione, risolsero i problemi di metodo “in una decina di minuti”, come mi disse Blet, con il quale ebbi proficui
scambi di opinioni su Pio XII».
Quale criterio fu seguito?
«Non si trattava di scegliere: se un singolo documento avesse parlato della guerra, lo si sarebbe pubblicato. Ma carte vaticane ormai vecchie si trovavano allo stato di pratiche correnti. Su Pio XII non c’era insomma un archivio
storico. Martini chiedeva le chiavi all’archivista vaticano e prendeva le scatole che servivano; lo stesso archivista lo giudicava un lavoro da “chierici”».
E la spy-story?
«Il cardinale Pio Laghi narrò una volta che il primo volume era an-

originale e traduzione inglese. A quel
tempo furono esaminati da quattro storici gesuiti (Pierre Blet, Robert Graham,
Angelo Martini, Burkhart Schneider),
che pubblicarono non un “libro bianco”, cioè una selezione mirata, ma l’intero corpus delle carte su Pio XII e i suoi
atti relativi alla guerra, ai nazisti e agli
ebrei, da loro trovate.
Lo rivela uno dei quattro compilatori, padre Robert Graham, nel suo diario
annotato nella stanza dove lavorava alla rivista Civiltà cattolica: «In questo
momento ho le bozze del volume VIII
(poi diventato il IX, ndr), opera umanitaria per il 1943. Schneider dice che devo preparare l’introduzione e che essa
dovrà essere assai buona, a causa della
natura della documentazione, naturalmente sulla questione ebraica e dei soccorsi a Roma. Ho detto che c’è l’intera
documentazione delle lettere inviate al
Papa dopo il 16 ottobre (nessuna delle
quali indicava la conoscenza di quanto
si stava preparando). E poi l’intera lista
di appelli per i fratelli arrestati nell’autunno del 1943 (il 16 ottobre è il “sabato
nero” del ghetto in cui avvenne il rastrellamento degli ebrei romani da parte delle SS, ndr)».
Una nota rilevante della raccolta è la
lettera autografa di ringraziamento,
scritta con inchiostro azzurrino, del
rabbino capo di Zagabria, Miroslav Salom Freiberger, a Pacelli: «Santo Padre
— si legge — pieno di rispetto oso comparire dinanzi al trono di Vostra Santità
per esprimervi la mia gratitudine più
profonda e quella della mia congregazione per la bontà senza limiti che hanno mostrato i rappresentanti della San-

ta Sede e i capi della Chiesa verso i nostri poveri fratelli [...] Prego Vostra Santità di essere sicura della mia gratitudine più profonda».
Emerge poi una lettera inviata da Angelo Roncalli, il futuro Giovanni XXIII,
delegato apostolico in Turchia e in Grecia, al re Boris di Bulgaria. «Istanbul, 30
giugno 1943. Maestà, come sapete bene, la Santa Sede, fedele alla sua tradizione, continua a moltiplicare le forme
di assistenza caritativa a coloro che sof-

cora in bozze quando un addetto alla Cifra obiettò a Martini che era impossibile pubblicare documenti senza svelare i codici vaticani: o si rinunciava a
farlo, o si doveva parafrasarli. Lo stesso Papa Montini parve impressionato
da questi rilievi. Ma i quattro gesuiti posero un aut aut: preparare una pubblicazione secondo criteri scientifici oppure rinunciare».
Non ci fu il rischio di un’apologia di Pio XII?
«Gli Attisono un’opera di prim’ordine, ma a rischio di oblio. Invece di studiarla, si perse tempo a ipotizzarne le possibili omissioni. Ecco perché solo
pochissimi esperti la conoscono. Ora tutti potranno giudicarla. I quattro curatori si mossero con integrità metodologica. Blet mi disse (e lo scrisse) che
se l’edizione dei documenti vaticani fosse stata ispirata da motivi apologetici, sarebbe stato più facile pubblicare del materiale risicato in un “libro
bianco” confezionato ad usum secondo la prassi consolidata di molti Stati».
E invece?
«E invece quando i quattro gesuiti (non sempre d’accordo) videro apparire in giro analoghe collane di documenti edite con rigore scientifico, decisero che gli Atti sarebbero stati pubblicati con altrettanta cura. Che non si
tratti di opera apologetica lo si desume poi dall’inedito diario di padre
Graham, nella pagina decisiva in cui racconta la nascita del volume con le
carte sul 16 ottobre 1943, il giorno del rastrellamento degli ebrei romani da
parte delle SS, annotando che i documenti importanti ci sono tutti. Tutti
quanti».
(m. ans.)
© RIPRODUZIONE RISERVATA

frono la guerra, di ogni lingua e nazione, senza escludere i figli d’Israele [...]
Ed è precisamente questo esercizio di
carità esteso agli stessi Ebrei che mi fornisce l’occasione di ricorrere al cuore di
Vostra Maestà».
Un documento interessante è il resoconto manoscritto della conversazione
di quel 16 ottobre ‘43 tra il segretario di
Stato cardinale Luigi Maglione, braccio
operativo di Pio XII, e l’ambasciatore
tedesco Ernst von Weizsaecker. Il ver-

bale è molto dettagliato. Saputo del rastrellamento, Maglione chiede a von
Weizsaecker di intervenire: «Le dico
semplicemente: Eccellenza, che ha un
cuore tenero e buono, veda di salvare
tanti innocenti. È doloroso per il Santo
Padre che proprio a Roma, sotto gli occhi del Padre comune siano fatte soffrire tante persone unicamente perché
appartengono a una determinata stirpe». Domanda von Weizsaecker: «Che
farebbe la Santa Sede se le cose avessero a continuare?».
Replica Maglione: «La Santa Sede
non vorrebbe essere messa nella necessità di dire la sua parola di disapprovazione». L’ambasciatore prospetta le
gravi conseguenze per un passo del Vaticano. «Dovevo però pur dirgli — si legge ancora nello scritto del segretario di
Stato — che la Santa Sede non deve essere messa nella necessità di protestare: qualora fosse obbligata a farlo, si affiderebbe, per le conseguenze, alla Divina Provvidenza» (nota del cardinale
Maglione, 16 ottobre 1943, ADSS, vol. 9,
doc. 368). La protesta, come si sa, non fu
mai fatta.
Appendice interessante: von Weizsaecker non riferì a Berlino del colloquio. Tanto è vero che le carte d’archivio tedesche non ne mostrano traccia,
ma contengono due resoconti dell’ambasciatore fatti per abbellire il clima e
parlare di una cordialità che non c’era.
Le fonti inglesi sul colloquio, invece,
confermano la sostanza di quelle vaticane. In un certo senso, la questione
storiografica nuova è l’indagine sul “silenzio” di von Weizsaecker.
© RIPRODUZIONE RISERVATA
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Ads by Google

By PAUL VITELLO
Published: March 7, 2010
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LONG BEACH, N.Y. — At home here on Long Island, he is Gary L.
Krupp, medical equipment dealer, now retired after a career of ups
and downs. He shares one car and a small house in a no-frills
neighborhood with his wife, Meredith, and wryly describes himself as
“an average schlemiel, just a Jewish kid from Queens.”
Enlarge This Image

At the Vatican, he is known as
Commendatore Gary Krupp, Knight
Commander of the Pontifical
Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the
Great. For short, the Swiss Guard and
cardinals address him as “Your
Excellency.”
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It is a compelling tale in itself: how Mr.
Krupp became only the seventh Jewish papal knight in
history, dubbed by Pope John Paul II in 2000 for
persuading American manufacturers to donate $12 million
worth of high-tech medical equipment to an Italian
hospital.
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Gary Krupp at his home in Long
Beach, N.Y.
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But the more curious and complicated story is the
transformation Mr. Krupp has undergone since. With no
previous training or special interest in history, he has
emerged as the Vatican’s most outspoken Jewish ally in a
heated debate at the crux of tensions between Roman
Catholic and Jewish leaders and historians: whether Pope
Pius XII, the pontiff during World War II, did as much as
he could have to save Jews from the Holocaust.

Mr. Krupp, 62, has raised enough money through the Pave
the Way Foundation, a nonprofit organization he founded
in 2002, to travel the globe, hire researchers to scour
historic documents, sponsor a three-day symposium in
Rome and publish four editions of a glossy, illustrated
volume of evidence supporting his view that Pius XII spared no effort to save the lives of
persecuted Jews.
Gary Krupp and his wife, Meredith,
flanking Pope Benedict XVI in 2008 at
a symposium on Pius XII at Castel
Gandolfo near Rome.
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He has pressed his case in a recent op-ed article for The New York Post, and in interviews
with conservative Catholic television programs and Web sites, which have cited him as an
expert on Pius.
And in a special audience at the papal summer residence in September 2008, Pope
Benedict XVI thanked Mr. Krupp for bringing attention to “what Pius XII achieved for the
Jews.”
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Historians and religious leaders around the world have taken increasing notice of Mr.
Krupp’s work — some with alarm, some with pleasure — because his advocacy has
coincided with efforts within the Vatican to promote the canonization of Pius. Pope
Benedict nudged that process forward in December by affirming Pius’s “heroic virtues” and
pronouncing him “venerable,” a step on the path toward sainthood.
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The controversy over Pius’s wartime conduct had stalled his elevation for so many years
that Pope Benedict’s action shocked scholars on both sides of the debate. And while
agreeing on little else, some in both camps credit Mr. Krupp for breaking the logjam.
“I wrote 10 books about Pius XII, but in all these years I never knew how to shake things
up for the cause like this wonderful man, Mr. Krupp,” said Sister Margherita Marchione, a
professor emerita at Fairleigh Dickinson University who is considered the foremost
defender of Pius outside the Vatican.
Deborah Dwork, a professor of Holocaust history at Clark University, put it another way:
“Pope Benedict would not have had the chutzpah to go forward with the veneration process
if not for this P.R. work Gary Krupp does.”
In a dispute decades long, the church has maintained that Pius XII supported efforts
throughout the war to hide Jews or help them escape, but worked behind the scenes to
avoid retaliation from Nazi and Italian Fascist authorities.
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Holocaust scholars, who consider Pius, with his worldwide network of diplomats and
clergy, to be among the first world leaders to have grasped the scope of the Jewish
persecution, have asked why he did not condemn it publicly. But most consider that and
other questions unanswerable until the Vatican opens the complete archives of Pius’s
papacy. Although a selection of those papers has been published, the Vatican has kept most
off limits to outside researchers.
How Mr. Krupp happened onto this muddy battlefield is hard to explain, even for Mr.
Krupp, a husky man who sometimes seems almost possessed, bounding up and down the
stairs of his split-level house to retrieve copies of documents or books to make his points.
“Believe me, I never dreamed I would be defending a man who, when I was growing up, we
believed he was a Nazi sympathizer,” he said.
He says he takes his faith seriously, though he was never very active in his synagogue, or a
member of Jewish organizations. His rabbi, Barry Dov Schwartz of Temple B’Nai Sholom
in Rockville Centre, called him “a bit of a stubborn guy, whom I happen to be very fond of,”
but declined to comment on Mr. Krupp’s efforts on behalf of popes.
By Mr. Krupp’s account, that work evolved “organically.” A friend, a Long Island priest, got
him involved with the Italian hospital in need of equipment.
1
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A version of this article appeared in print on March 8, 2010, on page A1
of the New York edition.
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Being knighted thrust Mr. Krupp into the ranks of some of the world’s
richest and most prominent people, living and dead — Bob Hope and
Rupert Murdoch included — who received the knighthood of St.
Gregory the Great for serving the church in some way. Unlike the vast
majority of them, however, Mr. Krupp said he saw his elevation as an
opportunity to become a conduit between the Catholic Church and the
world. In 2005, he brokered an agreement with the Vatican Library to
lend a rare set of manuscripts by the medieval Jewish philosopher
Maimonides to the Israel Museum. And gradually he decided he liked
promoting interreligious understanding more than he liked selling
medical equipment.
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His Pave the Way Foundation became
a full-time occupation in 2005, around the time a friend at
the Vatican suggested that he might help clear up misunderstandings between Catholics
and Jews about Pius. Mr. Krupp began collecting and underwriting research.
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“Did you know Pius XII saved more than 860,000 Jews from the death camps? I mean, I
never knew that before. It’s character assassination — a shanda — that so many Jews say
he was an anti-Semite,” said Mr. Krupp, using a Yiddish word for disgrace.
The assessment of Mr. Krupp’s work among many scholars and leaders of long-established
Jewish organizations has been equally harsh.
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Rabbi Eric J. Greenberg, associate director of interfaith affairs at the Anti-Defamation
League, called Mr. Krupp’s mission “a campaign of misinformation.”
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Several historians said the 860,000 figure that Mr. Krupp cited appeared frequently in
biographies of Pius XII, but had never been documented.
The Rev. John T. Pawlikowski, a Catholic priest who is a founding member of the board of
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and a professor of social ethics at the
University of Chicago, said the Vatican was “discrediting itself by associating itself with this
kind of questionable scholarship.”
Mr. Krupp has heard it all. In 2008, several historians called to ask him to cancel his threeday conference in Rome, which ultimately drew many Vatican-friendly scholars but few
with independent credentials.
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In Gary Krupp, a Jewish Ally in Debate Over Pope Pius XII - NYTimes.com

One caller, Paul O’Shea, who has written extensively about Pius XII, tried to warn Mr.
Krupp that proponents of canonization might be trying to use him. He urged Mr. Krupp to
wait for the Vatican to open its files, and for scholars to complete their work, before
reaching conclusions.
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Mr. Krupp thanked him for his advice and ignored it.
“Listen to me: Pius XII was the greatest hero of World War II,” Mr. Krupp said recently.
“He saved more Jews than Roosevelt, Churchill and all the rest of them combined. We
should not let him be an issue between Catholics and Jews.”
He added: “And I predict this: Historians are never going to solve this whole problem.
There will always be questions.”
In the debate over Gary Krupp, too, there will always be questions. Why is he doing this?
How has he marshaled deep-pocketed support for his foundation, which has an annual
budget of about $500,000 and pays him and his wife a combined $140,000 a year? (Its
board includes New York entrepreneurs and Wall Street managers, most of them Jewish.)
And what is it like to start your day in a house where your ceiling needs painting, and end
your day, jet-lagged, in a house with ceilings by Michelangelo?
Meredith Krupp contemplated that question recently and answered with a koan-like
reference to the white feather that appears mysteriously in the opening and closing frames
of the movie “Forrest Gump.”
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“It’s just like that feather,” she said. “It just goes and goes where it goes.”
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Jewish papal knight: "Pius XII was the greatest hero of World War II"
The New York Times has a profile of Gary Krupp, a retired medical equipment dealer from Long Island who was
knighted by Pope John Paul II in 2000 "for persuading American manufacturers to donate $12 million worth of
high-tech medical equipment to an Italian hospital." Krupp, who is Jewish, founded Pave the Way Foundation in
2002; it is dedicated, its website states, to "removing obstacles between the religions and ... initiating gestures of
good will." Krupp has been getting attention for his vocal defense of Pope Pius XII:
He has pressed his case in a recent op-ed article for The New York Post, and in interviews with conservative
Catholic television programs and Web sites, which have cited him as an expert on Pius.
And in a special audience at the papal summer residence in September 2008, Pope Benedict XVI thanked Mr.
Krupp for bringing attention to “what Pius XII achieved for the Jews.”
Historians and religious leaders around the world have taken increasing notice of Mr. Krupp’s work — some
with alarm, some with pleasure — because his advocacy has coincided with efforts within the Vatican to
promote the canonization of Pius. Pope Benedict nudged that process forward in December by affirming
Pius’s “heroic virtues” and pronouncing him “venerable,” a step on the path toward sainthood.
The controversy over Pius’s wartime conduct had stalled his elevation for so many years that Pope Benedict’s
action shocked scholars on both sides of the debate. And while agreeing on little else, some in both camps
credit Mr. Krupp for breaking the logjam.
“I wrote 10 books about Pius XII, but in all these years I never knew how to shake things up for the cause like
this wonderful man, Mr. Krupp,” said Sister Margherita Marchione, a professor emerita at Fairleigh
Dickinson University who is considered the foremost defender of Pius outside the Vatican.
Deborah Dwork, a professor of Holocaust history at Clark University, put it another way: “Pope Benedict
would not have had the chutzpah to go forward with the veneration process if not for this P.R. work Gary
Krupp does.”
Of course, it's "P.R. work" when it is in defense of Pius XII, but sober, careful, exacting historical research when
John Cornwell labels Pius XII as "Hitler's Pope." Dr. Dwork states that Krupp's research is “amateurish, worse
than amateurish — risible.” Never mind that his main points (here's a start) haven't been refuted, but are routinely
ignored, perhaps because they don't fit at all with the mythology of an anti-Semitic, pro-Nazi pope. Does Dr.
Dwork think that the campaign to slander Pius XII, begun in earnest in the 1960s in German Rolf Hochhuth's
play, "The Deputy" (a work that was allegedly supported and produced by the KGB), has exhibited a level of
professionalism and accuracy that rises above "risible"? Her comment about Benedict XVI is, frankly, quite
laughable (that's a fancy word for "risible," in case you didn't know).
Having quoted Dr. Dwork's insinuating remark that Krupp is somehow leading the Vatican through the veneration
process, the article then notes that Dwork thinks Krupp's "lack of experience in international affairs and historical
research" makes him "highly vulnerable to being manipulated by factions inside the Vatican." Just as with the
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accusations that Pius XII was highly vulnerable to being manipulated by Nazis, no evidence apparently exists for
this claim; it's enough to simply assume the bad motive and/or naivety of Catholic popes and the Jews who defend
them. Krupp, on one hand, is leading the Vatican's public defense of Pius XII; on the other hand, he is in the
pocket of the Vatican. In related news, warm weather proves man-made global warming, while record cold
weather and snow storms—yep—prove man-made global warming. I'm with Bill Donohue: Dwork's credentials
aren't in question, but her judgment is.
The Times piece, not surprisingly, makes certain to call into question Krupp's credentials and motives, if not his
sanity: "In the debate over Gary Krupp, too, there will always be questions. Why is he doing this?" After all, he
does not have a degree in history, nor has he held a job teaching history. He is delving into complex issues
requiring years of study and proven expertise. But it's not entirely clear why these are considered negatives. After
all, Al Gore was, until recently, considered some sort of climate guru/expert, despite possessing no academic
credentials for measuring hot air (oh, wait, he did flunk out of a liberal Protestant seminary). And the current
President of the United States, who has no business background or prior governing experience, has initiated the
governmental takeover of banks, car companies, and the entire health-care industry.
The bottom line is that for The New York Times and Co., it is considered de rigueur that an accused Pope is likely
guilty and a Catholic-friendly Jew is eccentric at best but most likely suspicious or stupid. There are only certain
kinds of inconvenient truths to be considered and championed, especially when the truth really is inconvenient.
• Pius XII and objectivity (January 22, 2010)
• The Charity of Pope Pius XII | Eugenio Zolli | From Before the Dawn: Autobiographical Reflections by
Eugenio Zolli, Former Chief Rabbi of Rome
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Jews for the Pope; who knew?
Rico says Paul Vitello has an unusual story in The New York Times:
At home here on Long Island, he is Gary Krupp, medical
equipment dealer, now retired after a career of ups and
downs. He shares one car and a small house in a no-frills
neighborhood with his wife, Meredith, and wryly describes
himself as “an average schlemiel, just a Jewish kid from
Queens.”
At the Vatican, he is known as Commendatore Gary Krupp,
Knight Commander of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St.
Gregory the Great. For short, the Swiss Guard and the
cardinals address him as Your Excellency. It is a compelling
tale in itself: how Mr. Krupp became only the seventh Jewish
papal knight in history, dubbed by Pope John Paul II in 2000
for persuading American manufacturers to donate $12 million
worth of high-tech medical equipment to an Italian hospital.
But the more curious and complicated story is the
transformation Mr. Krupp has undergone since. With no
previous training or special interest in history, he has emerged
as the Vatican’s most outspoken Jewish ally in a heated debate
at the crux of tensions between Roman Catholic and Jewish
leaders and historians: whether Pope Pius XII, the pontiff
during World War Two, did as much as he could have to save
Jews from the Holocaust.
Mr. Krupp, 62, has raised enough money through the Pave the
Way Foundation, a nonprofit organization he founded in
2002, to travel the globe, hire researchers to scour historic
documents, sponsor a three-day symposium in Rome, and
publish four editions of a glossy, illustrated volume of evidence
supporting his view that Pius XII spared no effort to save the
lives of persecuted Jews.
He has pressed his case in a recent op-ed article for The New
York Post, and in interviews with conservative Catholic
television programs and websites, which have cited him as an
expert on Pius. And, in a special audience at the papal summer
residence in September of 2008, Pope Benedict XVI thanked
Mr. Krupp for bringing attention to “what Pius XII achieved
for the Jews”.
Historians and religious leaders around the world have taken
increasing notice of Mr. Krupp’s work— some with alarm,
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some with pleasure— because his advocacy has coincided with
efforts within the Vatican to promote the canonization of Pius.
Pope Benedict nudged that process forward in December by
affirming Pius’s “heroic virtues” and pronouncing him
'venerable', a step on the path toward sainthood.
The controversy over Pius’s wartime conduct had stalled his
elevation for so many years that Pope Benedict’s action
shocked scholars on both sides of the debate. And while
agreeing on little else, some in both camps credit Mr. Krupp
for breaking the logjam. “I wrote ten books about Pius XII, but
in all these years I never knew how to shake things up for the
cause like this wonderful man, Mr. Krupp,” said Sister
Margherita Marchione, a professor emerita at Fairleigh
Dickinson University, who is considered the foremost defender
of Pius outside the Vatican.
Deborah Dwork, a professor of Holocaust history at Clark
University, put it another way: “Pope Benedict would not have
had the chutzpah to go forward with the veneration process if
not for this P.R. work Gary Krupp does.”
In a dispute decades long, the church has maintained that Pius
XII supported efforts throughout the war to hide Jews or help
them escape, but worked behind the scenes to avoid retaliation
from Nazi and Italian Fascist authorities.
Holocaust scholars, who consider Pius, with his worldwide
network of diplomats and clergy, to be among the first world
leaders to have grasped the scope of the Jewish persecution,
have asked why he did not condemn it publicly. But most
consider that and other questions unanswerable until the
Vatican opens the complete archives of Pius’s papacy.
Although a selection of those papers has been published, the
Vatican has kept most off limits to outside researchers.
How Mr. Krupp happened onto this muddy battlefield is hard
to explain, even for Mr. Krupp, a husky man who sometimes
seems almost possessed, bounding up and down the stairs of
his split-level house to retrieve copies of documents or books
to make his points. “Believe me, I never dreamed I would be
defending a man who, when I was growing up, we believed was
a Nazi sympathizer,” he said.
He says he takes his faith seriously, though he was never very
active in his synagogue, or a member of Jewish organizations.
His rabbi, Barry Dov Schwartz of Temple B’Nai Sholom in
Rockville Centre, called him “a bit of a stubborn guy, whom I
happen to be very fond of”, but declined to comment on Mr.
Krupp’s efforts on behalf of popes.
By Mr. Krupp’s account, that work evolved “organically.” A
friend, a Long Island priest, got him involved with the Italian
hospital in need of equipment. Being knighted thrust Mr.
Krupp into the ranks of some of the world’s richest and most
prominent people, living and dead— Bob Hope and Rupert
Murdoch included— who received the knighthood of St.
Gregory the Great for serving the church in some way. Unlike
the vast majority of them, however, Mr. Krupp said he saw his
elevation as an opportunity to become a conduit between the
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Catholic Church and the world. In 2005, he brokered an
agreement with the Vatican Library to lend a rare set of
manuscripts by the medieval Jewish philosopher Maimonides
to the Israel Museum. And gradually he decided he liked
promoting interreligious understanding more than he liked
selling medical equipment.
His Pave the Way Foundation became a full-time occupation
in 2005, around the time a friend at the Vatican suggested that
he might help clear up misunderstandings between Catholics
and Jews about Pius. Mr. Krupp began collecting and
underwriting research. “Did you know Pius XII saved more
than 860,000 Jews from the death camps? I mean, I never
knew that before. It’s character assassination— a shanda—
that so many Jews say he was an anti-Semite,” said Mr. Krupp,
using the Yiddish word for disgrace.
The assessment of Mr. Krupp’s work among many scholars
and leaders of long-established Jewish organizations has been
equally harsh. Rabbi Eric J. Greenberg, associate director of
interfaith affairs at the Anti-Defamation League, called Mr.
Krupp’s mission “a campaign of misinformation”. Professor
Dwork said Mr. Krupp’s research was “amateurish, worse than
amateurish: risible.” More disturbing, she said, it seems to
have emboldened some in the Vatican to push harder for Pius
XII’s canonization. He may be well-meaning, but his lack of
experience in international affairs and historical research
makes Mr. Krupp highly vulnerable to being manipulated by
factions inside the Vatican, she said. Several historians said
the 860,000 figure that Mr. Krupp cited appeared frequently
in biographies of Pius XII, but had never been documented.
The Reverend John T. Pawlikowski, a Catholic priest who is a
founding member of the board of the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum and a professor of social ethics at the
University of Chicago, said the Vatican was “discrediting itself
by associating itself with this kind of questionable
scholarship”.
Mr. Krupp has heard it all. In 2008, several historians called to
ask him to cancel his three-day conference in Rome, which
ultimately drew many Vatican-friendly scholars, but few with
independent credentials.
One caller, Paul O’Shea, who has written extensively about
Pius XII, tried to warn Mr. Krupp that proponents of
canonization might be trying to use him. He urged Mr. Krupp
to wait for the Vatican to open its files, and for scholars to
complete their work, before reaching conclusions. Mr. Krupp
thanked him for his advice and ignored it.
“Listen to me: Pius XII was the greatest hero of World War
Two,” Mr. Krupp said recently. “He saved more Jews than
Roosevelt, Churchill, and all the rest of them combined. We
should not let him be an issue between Catholics and Jews.”
He added: “And I predict this: Historians are never going to
solve this whole problem. There will always be questions.”
In the debate over Gary Krupp, too, there will always be
questions. Why is he doing this? How has he marshaled deep-
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pocketed support for his foundation, which has an annual
budget of about $500,000 and pays him and his wife a
combined $140,000 a year? (Its board includes New York
entrepreneurs and Wall Street managers, most of them
Jewish.)
And what is it like to start your day in a house where your
ceiling needs painting, and end your day, jet-lagged, in a house
with ceilings by Michelangelo?
Meredith Krupp contemplated that question recently and
answered with a koan-like reference to the white feather that
appears mysteriously in the opening and closing frames of the
movie Forrest Gump. “It’s just like that feather,” she said. “It
just goes and goes where it goes.”
Rico says "a career of ups and downs"? Rico had one of those. But the
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The Vatican plans to post selected documents from its World War II secret archives online, according to a
Catholic news agency.
The move came at the initiative of Pave the Way, a U.S.-based foundation that promotes interfaith dialogue
and has striven to counter criticism that wartime Pope Pius XII ignored Jewish suffering during the Holocaust,
Zenit news agency reported Friday.
Pave the Way offered to digitize some 5,125 descriptions and copies of documents from the closed section of
the Vatican archives, from the period of March 1939 to May 1945, Zenit reported. These would then be posted
on the Web sites of both the Vatican and Pave the Way.
Pave the Way head Gary Krupp told Zenit that the documents in question had been “previously published and
mostly ignored,” such as “the ‘Actes et Documents du Saint Siège relatifs a la Seconde Guerre Mondiale [Acts
and Documents of the Holy See relative to the Second World War]‘” between 1965 and 1981.
Krupp told Zenit that the publication of these documents was “not meant to be a substitute for the full access”
to the Vatican archives, “but will absolutely show the unique efforts of Pope Pius XII and the dangers he was
forced to operate under a direct threat from the Nazi regime.”
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Su "la Repubblica"

Pio XII
difeso dagli archivi
All'opportuna iniziativa della fondazione
americana Pave The Way di mettere in rete
le oltre ottomila pagine dei dodici volumi
degli Actes et documents du Saint-Siège
relatifs à la seconde guerre mondiale
pubblicati tra il 1965 e il 1981, "la
Repubblica" del 7 marzo ha dedicato un
ampio e puntuale servizio di Marco
Ansaldo intitolato Pio XII, la parola alla
difesa. La grande raccolta documentaria
voluta da Paolo VI e curata da quattro
storici gesuiti (il francese Pierre Blet, lo statunitense Robert Graham, l'italiano Angelo
Martini e il tedesco Burkhart Schneider) venne edita, per quanto riguarda il pontificato di
Papa Pacelli in largo anticipo sull'apertura degli archivi vaticani, alla quale da tempo si sta
lavorando. Nota agli specialisti, l'opera è tuttavia "quasi irreperibile se non in rare
biblioteche", tanto da risultare - osserva con ragione il vaticanista del quotidiano romano - un
insieme di "carte sconosciute" dal contenuto "pressoché ignoto". Proprio per questo motivo,
Gary Krupp, l'ebreo americano che presiede la Pave The Way Foundation con l'intento di
"rimuovere gli ostacoli fra le religioni", ha deciso di rendere accessibili in rete i documenti
vaticani nel testo originale e in traduzione inglese. In particolare, è evidente la volontà di
sgombrare il campo dalle infondate e strumentali polemiche su Pio XII che periodicamente
rischiano di turbare i rapporti tra ebrei e cattolici. Oltre a riprodurre documenti che
confermano l'imponente e silenziosa opera di aiuto disposta da Papa Pacelli verso gli ebrei
perseguitati, Ansaldo attira l'attenzione sul resoconto vaticano del colloquio avvenuto il 16
ottobre 1943 tra il cardinale segretario di Stato, Luigi Maglione, e l'ambasciatore del Reich
presso la Santa Sede, Ernst $\von Weizsäcker, subito dopo l'orrenda razzia consumatasi nel
ghetto di Roma. E rileva il "silenzio" tenuto in proposito dal diplomatico tedesco nei suoi
rapporti a Berlino, che non di rado viene addotto come prova di una supposta acquiescenza
vaticana. Oltre i documenti vaticani, l'articolo comprende un tratto del diario inedito di padre
Graham sul nono volume degli Actes et documents, quello relativo al 1943, che mostra la
completezza della raccolta voluta da Paolo vi: "Schneider dice che devo preparare
l'introduzione e che essa dovrà essere assai buona, a causa della natura della
documentazione, naturalmente sulla questione ebraica e dei soccorsi a Roma. Ho detto che
c'è l'intera documentazione delle lettere inviate al Papa dopo il 16 ottobre (nessuna delle
quali indicava la conoscenza di quanto si stava preparando). E poi l'intera lista di appelli per i
fratelli arrestati nell'autunno del 1943". Scrivendo di archivi, lo stesso Ansaldo, inviato a
Berlino, aveva anticipato - in un importante reportage uscito su "la Repubblica" del 29 marzo
2007 e intitolato in prima pagina I dossier segreti di Hitler che riabilitano Pio XII - che
documenti inediti del Terzo Reich descrivono un Pio XII filotedesco ma certo non amico dei
nazisti, anzi molto attivo nell'aiuto e nel soccorso a polacchi ed ebrei, e in attesa di "un
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cambiamento della situazione in Germania". Un Papa, insomma, al quale il regime hitleriano
guardava "con diffidenza e perfino con preoccupazione" e la cui figura esce dai documenti
nazisti allora resi pubblici come "nettamente diversa" rispetto a diffusi stereotipi: quella cioè
di "un avversario abile e temuto" del nazismo, "tutto il contrario del ritratto di un Pacelli
timoroso e indeciso". E non a caso quei documenti, finiti in mano alla Stasi, il servizio
segreto della Germania orientale, non vennero resi noti perché contrastavano con l'immagine
del Papa complice del nazismo costruita dalla propaganda sovietica già durante la guerra e
poi ripresa con forza a partire dalla metà degli anni Sessanta.

(©L'Osservatore Romano - 8-9 marzo 2010)
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Long Beach, NY - At home here on Long Island,
he is Gary L. Krupp, medical equipment dealer,
now retired after a career of ups and downs. He
shares one car and a small house in a no-frills
neighborhood with his wife, Meredith, and wryly
describes himself as "an average schlemiel, just a
Jewish kid from Queens."

Gary Krupp and his wife, Meredith, flanking Pope Benedict XVI in 2008 at a

At the Vatican, he is known as Commendatore
Gary Krupp, Knight Commander of the
Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the
Great. For short, the Swiss Guard and cardinals
address him as "Your Excellency."

symposium on Pius XII at Castel Gandolfo near Rome.

It is a compelling tale in itself: how Mr. Krupp
became only the seventh Jewish papal knight in history, dubbed by Pope John Paul II in 2000 for persuading
American manufacturers to donate $12 million worth of high-tech medical equipment to an Italian hospital.
But the more curious and complicated story is the
transformation Mr. Krupp has undergone since. With no
previous training or special interest in history, he has emerged
as the Vatican's most outspoken Jewish ally in a heated debate
at the crux of tensions between Roman Catholic and Jewish
leaders and historians: whether Pope Pius XII, the pontiff
during World War II, did as much as he could have to save
Jews from the Holocaust.

Advertisement:

Mr. Krupp, 62, has raised enough money through the Pave the
Way Foundation, a nonprofit organization he founded in 2002,
to travel the globe, hire researchers to scour historic
documents, sponsor a three-day symposium in Rome and
publish four editions of a glossy, illustrated volume of evidence supporting his view that Pius XII spared no effort
to save the lives of persecuted Jews.
He has pressed his case in a recent op-ed article for The New York Post, and in interviews with conservative
Catholic television programs and Web sites, which have cited him as an expert on Pius.
Read the full story at The NY Times
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In defense of Pius XII
BY BART JONES

bart.jones@newsday.com

A decade ago, Long Beach
resident Gary Krupp was
knighted by Pope John Paul
II, becoming only the seventh
Jewish papal knight in history.
Now, Krupp, who gained
the honor mainly for helping
to build an Italian hospital, is
using his post and his nonprofit foundation to wade into the
controversy over Pope Pius
XII.
Pope Benedict XVI has
helped stir the controversy by
moving Pius toward sainthood, a move that has set off
protests among Jewish groups
and critics who contend Pius
did not do enough to denounce the Holocaust or help
Jews hide or escape.
Krupp disagrees, and believes the historical record
shows that Pius, who was
,pope from 1939 to 1958, went
to extensive lengths to protect Jews.
He says the Vatican has
made available to him and his
researchers hundreds of documents from previously closed
files on Pius that describe his
efforts during Worid War II.
The documents show "that
he was not a Nazi sympathizer, that he hated Nazism far
more than Communism. He
was not anti-Semitic," said
Krupp, 62.
He added that Pius performed numerous acts "to
save Jews and do positive
things for the Jewish people."
Historians have questioned

Gary Krupp of Long Beach, greeting Pope John Paul II, says he
has seen documents showing Pius XII helped Jews during WWII.

why Pius never publicly con- fmdings are contradicting predemned the Holocaust and viously held ideas about Pius.
whether he indeed acted to
"Weare attacked by scholhelp save Jews. The Catholic ars but not because what we
Church says he worked be- are finding is not relevant ...
hind the scenes to avoid retali- they criticize us for looking,"
ation from Nazi and~ Italian he said. "They should be
fascist authorities.
cheering us."
Krupp, who heads the nonKrupp has come under attack' from some historians profit Manhattan-based Pave
who scoff at his credentials as the Way Foundation, dedicata researcher and believe the ed to promoting interreligious
Vatican may be using him. He understanding, said he met
Qrushes the critiques off, and personally with Pope John
says he is merely unearthing Paul II five times and with
- and digitalizing - the docu- Benedict XVI seven times
ments .so that bona fide histo- since he became pope.
In 2008 he hosted a threerians can see them and clear
Pius' name~themselves.
day conference on Pius XII
He said he thinks some of near Rome that was attended
the attacks come 'because his b Benedict XVI. ,UJ
m~lo
y
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Has a Huge Fan:
A Jewish Knight
By PAUL VITELLO

LONG BEACH, N.Y. - "At
home here on Long Island, he is
Gary L. Krupp, medical equipment dealer, now retired after a
career of ups and downs. He
shares one car and a small house
in a no-frills neighborhood with
his wife, Meredith, and wryly describes' himself as "an average.
schlemiel, just a Jewish kid from·
Queens." ..
At the Vatican; he is known as
Commendatore
Gary Krupp,
Krlight Commander of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great. For short, the
Swiss Guard and cardinals address him as "Your Excellency."
It is a compelling tale in itself:
how Mr. Krupp became only the
seventh Jewish papal knight in
history, dubbed by Pope John
Paul II in 2000 for persuading
American manufacturers to donate $12 million worth of hightech medical equipment to an
Italian hospital.
But the more curious and complicated story is the transformation Mr. Krupp has undergone
since. With no previous training
or special interest in history, he
has emerged as the Vatican's
most outspoken Jewish ally in a
Continued

on Page A3
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Singing Praises of a Wartime Pope, a Jewish Knight
r
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heated debate at the crux of tensions between Roman Catholic
and Jewish leaders and historians: whether Pope Pius XII, the
pontiff during World War II, did
as much as he could have to save
Jews from the Holocaust.
Mr. Krupp, 62, has raised
enough money through the Pave
the Way Foundation, a nonprofit
organization he founded in 2002,
to travel the globe, hire researchers to scour historic documents,
sponsor a three-day symposium
in Rome and publish four editions
of a glossy, illustrated volume of
evidence supporting his view
that Pius XII spared no effort to
, save the lives of persecuted Jews.
He has pressed his case in a recent op-ed article for The New
York Post, and in interviews with
conservative Catholic television
programs and Web sites, which
have cited him as an expert on
Pius.'
,And in a special audience at
Gary Krupp and his wife, Meredith, flanking Pope Benedict
the papal summer residence in
XVI in 2008 at a symposium on 'Pius XII at Castel Gandolfo
September 2008, Pope Benedict
near Rome. At left, Mr. Krupp at his home in Long Beach, N.Y.
XVI thanked Mr. Krupp for bringing attention to "what Pius XII
achieved for the Jews."
,
church in some way. Unlike the United States Holocaust MemoriHistorians and religious leadvast majority of them, however, al Museum and a professor of soers around the world have taken
Mr. Krupp said he saw his eleva- cial ethics at the University of
increasing notice of Mr. Krupp's
tion as an opportunity to become Chicago, said the Vatican was
work - some with alarm, some
a conduit between the Catholic "discrediting itself by associating
with pleasure - because his adChurch and the world. In 2005, he itself with this kind of questionvocacy has coincided with efforts
brokered an agreement with the able scholarship."
within the Vatican to promote the
Vatfcan Library to lend a rare set
Mr. Krupp has heard it all. In
canonization of Pius. Pope Beneof manuscripts by the medieval 2008, several historians called to
dict nudged that process forward
Jewish philosopher Maimonides ask him to cancel his three-day
in December by affirming Pius's
to the Israel Museum. And gradu- conference in Rome, which ulti"heroic virtues" and pronouncing
ally he decided he liked promot- mately drew many Vaticanhim "venerable:' a step on the
inginterreligious understanding
LIBRADO
ROMERO/THE
NEW YORK TIMES
friendly scholars but few with inpath toward sainthood.
more than he liked selling med- dependent credentials.,
.
The controversy over Pius's
One caller, Paul O'Shea, who
How Mr. Krupp happened onto ical equipment.
wartime conduct had stalled his
His Pave the Way Foundation
elevation for so many years that this muddy battlefield is hard to became a full-time occupation in has written extensively about
Pope Benedict's action shocked explain, even for Mr. Krupp, a 2005, around .the time a friend at Pius XII, tried to warn Mr.'Krupp
that proponents of canonization
scholars on both sides of the de- husky man who sometimes
the Vatican suggested that he
bate. And while agreeing. on little seems almost possessed, bound- might help clear up misunder- might be trying t6 use him. He
else, some in both camps credit ing up and down the stairs of his standings between Catholics and urged Mr. Krupp to wait for the
Mr. Krupp for breaking the log- split-Ievei house to retrieve cop- Jews about Pius. Mr. Krupp be- Vatican to open its files, and for
ies of documents or books to
scholars to complete their work,
jam.
gan collecting and underwriting
before
reaching conclusions.
"I wrote 10 books about Pius make his ·points.
research.
"Believe me, I never dreamed I
Mr. l<rupp thanked him for his
XII, but in all these years I never
"Did you know Pius XII saved
knew how to shake things up for would·be defending a man who, more than 860,000 Jews from the advice and ignored it.
"Listen to me: Pius XII was
the cause like this wonderful when I was growing up, we bedeath camps? I mean, I never the greatest hero of. World War
man, Mr. Krupp," said Sister lieved he was a Nazi sympathiz- knew that before. 'It's character
Margherita Marchione, a profes- er:' he said.
assassination - a shanda - that II," Mr. Krupp said recently. "He
He says he takes his faith seri- so many Jews say he was an anti- saved more Jews than Roosevelt,
sor emerita at Fairleigh Dickinson University who is considered . ously, though he was never very Semite," ~aid Mr. Krupp, using a Churchill and all the rest of them
combined. We should not let him
the foremost defender of Pius active in his synagogue, or a Yiddish word for disgrace.
be· an issue between Catholics
outside the Vatican.
The assessment of Mr. Krupp's and Jews."
•.Deborah Dwork, a professor of
work among many scholars and
He added: "And I predict this:
Holocaust history at Clark Unileaders of long-established JewHistorians
are never going to
versity, put it another way: A debate over the
ish organizations has been equalsolve this whole problem. There
"Pope Benedict would not have
ly
harsh.
.
had the chutzpah to go' forward actions of Pius XII
Rabbi Eric J. Greenberg, asso- will always be questions.'"
In the debate over Gary Krupp,
with the veneration process if not,
ciate director of interfaith affairs
for this P.R. work Gary Krupp during the Holocaust.
at the Anti-Defamation League, too, there will always be quesdoes."
tions. Why is hoedoing this? How.
called MI, Krupp» mission~~a
ha,s he marshilled 'deep:pocketed
In a dispute decades long, the
campaign of misinformation."
cnurch has maintained that Pius
member of Jewish organizations. , . Professor Dwork said Mr. support for his foundation, which
has an annual budget of about
XII supported efforts throughout
His rabbi, Barry Dov Schwartz of Krupp's research was "amateurthe war to hide Jews or help them Temple B'Nai Sholom in Rock- ish, worse than amateurish - ris- $500,000 and pays him and his
e~cape,' but worked behind the
ible.".More disturbing, she said, it wife a combined $140,000 a year?
scenes to avoid retaliation from ville Centre, called him "a' bit of a seems to have emboldened some (Its board includes New York enNazi and Italian Fascist authori- stubborn guy, whom I happen to in the Vatican to push harder for trepreneurs and Wall Street manbe very fond of:' but declined to
ties.
agers, most of them Jewish.)
Pius XII's canonization.
comment
on Mr. Krupp's efforts
,,~Ifolocaust scholars, who conAnd what is it like to start your'
He may be well-meaning, but
on behalf of popes.
'
day in a house where your ceiling
his
lack
of
experience
in
internaBy Mr. Krupp's account, that tional affairs and historical re- needs painting, and end your:day,
network
of diplomats
and clergy,
tq be among
the first world
lead- work evolved "organically." A search makes Mr. Krupp highly jet-lagged, in a house with ceiltSi~er . Pius, with his worldwide friend, a Long Island priest, got
ings by Michelangelo?
ers to have grasped the scope of
him involved with tlie Italian hos- vulnerable to being manipulated
Meredith Krupp contemplated
by factions inside the Vatican"
pital in need of equipment.
she said.
that question' recently and an!the
[askedJewish
why he persecution,
did not condemn
haveit
Being knighted thrust Mr.
<publicly.But most consider that
Several historians said the . swered with a koan-like refer~
and other questions unanswer- Krupp into the ranks of some of 860,000 figure that Mr. Krupp ence to the white feather that ap~ble until the Vatican opens the the world's richest and most, cited appeared frequently in bi- pears mysteriously in the openprominent people, living' and ographies of Pius XII, but had ing and closing frames of the
tcomplete
archives
of Pius's
movie "Forrest Gump."
,
~y. Although
a selection
of papathose dead - Bob flope and Rupert never been documented.
papers has been published, the Murdoch included - who reThe Rev. John T. Pawlikowski,
"It's just like that feather," she
IrClticanhas kept most off limits ceived the knighthood of St. a Catholic priest who is a found- said; "It just goes and goes where
to outside researchers.
Gregory the Great for serving the ing member of the board of the it goes."
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When Court Jews Defend Moral Cowards
Monday March 8, 2010

Categories: Politics, Religion and Spirituality
Of late it's been a tough time for those working to prevent genocide. Darfur has been off the world's
radar screen for months. Then there's the poor Armenians. It wasn't enough that 1.5 million were
murdered in a genocide perpetrated by the Ottomon Turks during the First World War. Turns out that
for the sake of appeasing Turkey and its increasingly militant Islamist Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, President Obama is prepared to rewrite history and deny there was ever a genocide in the
first place. Breaking his campaign promise of January, 2008, where he said that he "stood with the
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Armenian American community in calling for Turkey's acknowledgement of the Armenian Genocide"
and that "as President I will recognize the Armenian Genocide [which is] not an allegation, a personal
opinion, or a point of view, but rather a widely documented fact supported by an overwhelming body of
historical evidence," President Obama changed his tune last week. After the House Foreign Affairs
Committee approved a resolution that declares the 1915 mass killings of Armenians in the Ottoman
Empire as genocide, the Obama Administration urged the committee not to pass the measure.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has vowed to stop the resolution where it stands for fear of angering
Turkey.

Then there was the curious story in the New York Times about Gary Krupp. A Jewish medical
machinery salesman from Long Island who has no formal training in history but who has emerged as
"the Vatican's most outspoken Jewish ally in a heated debate at the crux of tensions between Roman
Catholic and Jewish leaders and historians: whether Pope Pius XII, the pontiff during World War II, did
as much as he could have to save Jews from the Holocaust." Having already been knighted by John
Paul II for medical services to the Church, Krupp has now set up a foundation whose purpose it is to
whitewash the sins of the man know to the world as 'Hitler's Pope.' The Times' article quoted leading
Vatican officials as saying that if not for Krupp it would be extremely difficult for the Church to move
forward with its plans to declare Pius XII a saint.
Now, it's not difficult to understand why the Catholic Church would seek a court Jew to help them
clean up Pius. And it's not particularly difficult to understand why a Jewish businessman, ignorant of
history, would be willing to perform the role and take pictures with Pope Benedict at Castel Gandolfo.
What is perplexing is how the mighty Catholic Church would have to fall back on a Long Island nobody
to help them canonize a man who served as Pope for almost twenty years.
Could it be desperation?
Pius was, of course, the man who, as Cardinal Secretary of State, became the first statesman, in
1933, to sign an agreement with the man he called "the illustrious Hitler," sending him a letter
expressing his confidence in his leadership. His concordat with Hitler forced the Catholic Centre Party
into dissolution, not only removing the last obstacle to Hitler's goal of absolute power in Germany but
also destroying any further resistance by Germany's Catholic bishops to the Nazis.
He was the Pope who famously refused, amid unmistakable evidence of thousands of Jews being
shipped to slaughter in Nazi concentration camps, to ever speak out against the holocaust. This
followed Pius' successful efforts to prevent the publication of an encyclical commissioned by his dying
predecessor to condemn Nazi anti-Semitism. This is also the Pope who sent Hitler birthday greetings
every single year and who refused to excommunicate Hitler or any other top Nazis who were on
official Catholic rolls (to give this context, the singer Sinead O'Connor was excommunicated). He
ignored the pleas of President Roosevelt and Winston Churchill to denounce the Nazis. He later
refused to endorse a joint declaration by Britain, U.S and Russia condemning mass murder of
Europe's Jews, claiming that he simply could not condemn "particular" atrocities. The most he ever did
was a single pronouncement during the war on the murder "of hundreds of thousands." By then, of
course, there were millions, and he did not mention Hitler, Nazi Germany, or the Jews in the
statement. Most infamously, he was silent when the Germans rounded up Rome's Jews in October
1944 for slaughter. They were being processed for extermination in a military school a few hundred
yards from his window in St. Peter's. An Italian princess, Enza Pignatelli, forced her way into the
Pope's study and warned him about the imminent assault on the city's Jewish citizens. "You must act
immediately," she cried. "The Germans are arresting the Jews and taking them away. Only you can
stop them." The Pope assured her, "I will do all I can." He made no protest and nearly all were later
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gassed in Auschwitz. Curiously, amid the Pope's inability to find his voice to condemn the
extermination of European Jewry, when the Catholic archbishop of Berlin issued a statement
mourning Hitler's death, the Pope did not reprimand him.
Author John Cornwell unearths letters from Pius' early career in Germany which reveals a stubborn,
even distasteful disposition toward Jews. While Papal nuncio in Germany, Pius refused to perform
favors for the Jewish community on the flimsiest of grounds and describes the Munich chapter of the
German Communist Party as being filthy and full of Jews. Pius refers derisively to "a group of young
women, of dubious appearance, Jews like all the rest of them" and he describes Communist leader
Max Levien as a Jew, "pale, dirty, with drugged eyes, hoarse voice, vulgar, repulsive..." Perhaps this
would explain why, in one of the greatest acts of mass-kidnapping in history, Pius, in 1946, instructed
the French Church to refuse return of entire classes of Jewish children who were entrusted to the
Church for safekeeping during the holocaust if they had already been baptized.
Now, if, as the Church maintains, Pius is being falsely maligned by his critics as a pious fraud and
moral coward who disgraced a great world religion, then why doesn't the Vatican fix the error by
simply opening their archives on his pontificate that would reveal Pius's correspondence and actions
during the War? It has thusfar released a very select and carefully scrubbed collection of wartime
documents that reveal next to nothing about the Church's interactions with the Third Reich.
There is a comical element to this debate, which would be more humorous if it weren't so tragic. It
involves Pius' defenders arguing that Pius purposefully refrained from condemning the holocaust
because the Jews would have fared even worse had the Pope spoken out.
Worse than the holocaust? Now that's funny.
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach is founder This World: The Values Network, and has just published "The
Blessing of Enough." http://www.shmuley.com
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Lashon's Last Hurrah
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What do you expect from a church that demands not only perfect obedience to doctrine but
perfect obedience to how it's applied in every day life? Catholics either become moral invalids,
like the current pope, or they rebel.
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Dimitri Cavalli
March 9, 2010 12:18 PM

Rabbi Boteach writes that Gary Krupp, a Jewish defender of Pope Pius XII, has no formal
training as a historian.
What about Rabbi Boteach? Since he condemns Pius XII, what are Rabbi Boteach's credentials
as a historian?
In recent years, Jewish scholars and authors such as Rabbi David Dalin of the United States,
Sir Martin Gilbert of Great Britain, Jacques Adler of Australia, Michael Tagliacozzo (who
survived the Holocaust in Italy and now lives in Israel), and Serge Klarsfeld and Bernard-Henri
Levy, both of France, have also defended Pius XII? Are the all self-hating Jews who are seeking
Vatican favors?
Instead of writing about topics in which he has no knowledge of, Rabbi Boteach is better of
sticking to his true calling, tending to Michael Jackson's zoo and completing the liquidation of
the late pop star's extensive wardrobe.
Sincerely,
Dimitri Cavalli, M.A.
Bronx, NY

Frank W. Elliott, Jr.
March 9, 2010 2:34 PM

Dimitri, why was it necessary for Benedict XVI to rehabilitate a Holocaust-denying, schismatic
bishop? Doesn't Benedict's legitimacy as Pope depend on actually having learned something
from his experience growing up in Germany during the Nazi era? How is kow-towing to a
Holocaust-denier and his legions of vicious anti-semitic followers consistent with defending the
welfare of Jews?
Or is Benedict's defense really just a claim to victimhood?

Gary Krupp
March 9, 2010 2:44 PM

Pave the Way Foundation initiates positive gestures and identifies obstacles between religions
and seeks to help to mitigate them in order to improve inter religious relations. We work with the
Israelis, the Palestinians, the Orthodox and Anglican Churches and many others. Realizing that
the papacy of Pius XII impacts over one billion people we decided that since many scholars
have complained that the war years archives are currently closed, we could help make
documents available to study. Along the way we found that even though the archives up to 1939
were recently opened, the sign-in sheets indicate the critics, including you dear rabbi, have not
examined them. We decided to try helping bring a resolution to this controversy. We dedicated
the time and finances necessary to break this academic log jam.
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As a Jew growing up in Queens NY I hated Pius XII’s name just like you. However when I
began to investigate this matter, I discovered incredible documented evidence of events and
secret actions counter to my belief and that of the Jewish world. Along the way, I came to work
with some truly outstanding history scholars from around the world.
The Vatican has not sought our help to reveal documents. In fact, we have met many of the
same obstacles that others complain about. We decided to go to other countries, and we sought
out eyewitness testimonies from Holocaust survivors, clergy, and others who had personal
contact with Pius XII. To criticize this effort and plaster names like a Court Jew is out of
character for a Rabbi or any learned man. You should be ashamed.
True scholars should be applauding our efforts to reveal this information and make it easily
accessible. You quote John Cornwell who has retracted his basic theories in his following book
Pontiff in winter, and the letters you reference have been revealed as very poor and misleading
translations. He cannot produce the documents you claim make Pius XII anti-Semitic. We have
documents proving the exact opposite. You also quote a mistranslated Vatican document about
your mass kidnappings. Sorry, but we have the original Italian document which is the exact
opposite of what you state. None of the despicable remarks you attribute to Pacelli can be
proven (except by quoting what some other person wrote in an undocumented book). You play
the old prosecutor’s trick of asking: how long has it been since you stopped beating your wife?
You come out with an assertion and demand that others prove it didn’t happen.
By the way, I don't have to be a “scholar” to know that the Roman roundup of Jews took place in
October 1943, not – as you report – 1944.
We showed our 56 minute power point (on our website) to 70 rabbinic students in Yeshiva
University and they all said no question that Pius XII has been maligned by lies that should be
corrected. I must tell you that when I invited all of the noted scholars and institutions to attend
our three day symposium in Rome, they boycotted us and said it wasn't scholarly enough. Later,
they accused us of having a one-sided symposium. I hereby challenged you, dear Rabbi to
arrange a conference where the critics can meet face to face with the defenders. One caveat:
all must bring documents of their positions.
We have assembled a book of these documents called Pius XII and Word War II The
Documented Truth. I challenge you to read this and then further challenge you prove any of this
material as false. I also ask you to supply the documented evidence to support your theories. I
also ask you to supply the documented evidence to support your theories. I also wish to quote
the Chief Rabbi of Denmark, Marcus Melchior (someone who was there and knew what it was
like to look into the eyes of death rather than commenting from Westchester Country today),
rabbi stated “if the pope had spoken out, Hitler would probably have massacred many more
than six million Jews” so dear rabbi that is not comical. I leave you with the words of a truly wise
Rabbi who I most respect, Rabbi Moses Ben Maimon: Truth does not become truer by virtue of
the fact that the entire world agrees with it, nor less so even if the whole world disagrees with it."
Moreh Nevuchim 2:15 ...
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Did you know that the
Venerable Pius XII was
implicated in the July 20
Assassination plot against
the devil incarnate aka
Adolf Hitler?
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report that mentions the
discovery of original
documents in Germany
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I am a Filipino
Catholic, husband to
a very beautiful,
understanding, caring and loving
wife and father to two bubbly and
insanely smart kids, a boy and a
girl. I work as a Communication
Manager of a private company. I
am a 4th degree Knight of
Columbus. I am a lover of the
sanctity of life and marriage and
the solemn and dignified
celebration of the rites of the
Church. I am a devotee of the
Extraordinary Form of the Mass,
Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacred
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, St.
Thomas More, St. Benedict, St.
Lorenzo Ruiz, St. John Mary
Vianney and Servant of God,
Brother Anthony Kowalczyk.
Email me at
thepinoycatholic@gmail.com.
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Foundation:
“In the furtherance
of our mission we
are continuously
working hard to locate and post as many documents
possible of the war years in order to clarify the papacy
of Pope Pius XII,” stated Gary Krupp, President of Pave
the Way Foundation. “During a recent mission to
Germany, along with our PTWF representative in
Germany, Michael Hesemann, we discovered and
posted many new unseen original documents on our
website that may change the face of this entire
controversy.”
The evidence seems to confirm that Pope Pius
XII was an active enemy of Adolph Hitler. The
pope was named as a co-conspirator in the
assassination attempt on Hitler’s life of July 20,
1944. The image of the Kaltenbrunner Report to
Adolf Hitler dated Nov. 29, 1944 on the
background of the plot is posted on our website.
The report specifically names Eugenio Pacelli,
Pope Pius XII, as being a party in the attempt.
In addition we have posted the actual affidavit of
Heinrich Himmler’s deputy and German commander in
Italy, General Karl Wolff. Wolff testifies that he was
ordered by Hitler to plan an invasion of the Vatican to
kidnap the Pope Pius XII and seize the Vatican. This
kidnapping plan has been discounted by many
historians because of a lack of documented proof.
Another controversial event is deportation over 1000
Jews who were taken from Rome and killed in the
concentration camp at Auschwitz We have posted the
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LONG BEACH, N.Y. — At home here on Long Island, he is Gary L. Krupp, medical equipment dealer, now
retired after a career of ups and downs. He shares one car and a small house in a no-frills neighborhood with his
wife, Meredith, and wryly describes himself as “an average schlemiel, just a Jewish kid from Queens.” Librado
Romero/The New York Times Mr. Krupp at his home in Long Beach, N.Y. Gary Krupp and his wife, Meredith,
flanking Pope Benedict XVI in 2008 at a symposium on Pius XII at Castel Gandolfo near Rome. At the Vatican,
he is known as Commendatore Gary Krupp, Knight...
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Jewish retiree creates stir defending Pope Pius
By FRANK ELTMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

LONG BEACH, N.Y. -- A retired Jewish businessman from Long Island finds himself
in the middle of a decades-long debate over whether Pope Pius XII could have
done more to save the Jews from the Holocaust.
Long Beach's Gary Krupp contends that criticism of the pope's actions during World
War II are unwarranted. He says the Catholic leader worked behind the scenes to
save Jews from Hitler's wrath.
Krupp runs the Pave the Way Foundation, which attempts to foster understanding
among religions. Its Web site features many of the documents Krupp uses to
support his arguments, and he has published a book on the topic.
Scholars who deride Krupp's contention that "a crime has been committed against
this man" say more research is needed before sainthood for Pius XII can be
approved.
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LONG BEACH, N.Y. (AP) -- In the long and painful debate
over whether he should have done more to halt the murder of Buy AP Photo Reprints
6 million Jews by the Nazis and their collaborators in World
War II, Pope Pius XII has an unusual defender.
Gary Krupp, who is Jewish, says he grew up hating the late
pontiff. Now, at 62, the retired Long Island businessman is
caught up in the controversy over the Vatican's effort to
make Pius a saint. He says that as a Jew he's not interested
Your Questions
in the sainthood issue - he just wants to defend the wartime
Answered
pope's reputation from "the worst character assassination of
the 20th century."
That puts him among a handful of Jews who have bucked a
widely held view of Pius as a pope who failed to pit his
moral authority against Hitler's Holocaust, and who
therefore is not entitled to sainthood. Some prominent
Catholic scholars concede many questions linger about
Pius's tenure, but his defenders say he saved thousands of
Jewish lives by working behind the scenes.
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Krupp's efforts are drawing high-profile criticism. An
influential New York rabbi said this week he is quitting
Krupp's Pave the Way Foundation, which attempts to foster understanding among
religions. A Roman Catholic scholar, one of 19 who wrote to the Vatican last month
pressing for deeper study of Pius' conduct, says Krupp has revealed nothing new on the
subject.
The Web site of Krupp's foundation features many of the documents he uses to support
his arguments. He has also published the third edition of a book, "Pope Pius XII and
World War II, The Documented Truth."
Krupp is not the first Jew to defend Pius XII. Israeli diplomat and author Pinchas Lapide
wrote in a 1967 book that Pius XII and the Catholic Church should be credited with saving
between 700,000 and 860,000 Jews from certain death. Holocaust scholars reject the
figure as guesswork, noting the absence of documentation and the lack of access to
Vatican archives on Pius' pontificate.
"Lapide's calculation was based on voodoo math," said Dr. Rafael Medoff, director of the
David S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies in Washington, D.C. "There were so
many factors involved in whether someone survived, which Lapide did not consider."
In a letter to Pope Benedict, 19 Catholic scholars wrote that "proceeding with the cause of
Pope Pius XII, without an exhaustive study of his actions during the Holocaust, might harm
Jewish-Catholic relations in a way that cannot be overcome in the forseeable future,"
according to the Catholic News Service.
Krupp contends "a crime has been committed against this man (Pope Pius XII)," but the
scholars say more research is needed before sainthood can be approved.
"History needs distance and perspective before definitive conclusions can be reached,"
the panel of scholars wrote to the Vatican last month.
Krupp has been praised by the Vatican for spearheading a plan to put 11 volumes of Pius
XII material on the Internet for public viewing. However, scholars who reviewed that
material nearly a decade ago say it does not answer critical questions about Pius'
behavior.
They want to review the full Vatican archives on Pius' papacy, but the Vatican says the 16
million files won't be ready for viewing until at least 2014.
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik of the New York Board of Rabbis, who was a Krupp supporter,
said he sent his resignation from the board of directors of Pave the Way.
"Many of us are very troubled by the stance Mr. Krupp has taken," he said. "Thus far
there's only been a superficial examination (of Pius XII). Given the seriousness of the
subject, we need to be much more deliberate and have as much historical factual
information."
Krupp said he had yet to receive Potasnik's letter, but did not criticize Potasnik's stance.
Rabbi Eric Greenberg, director of Interfaith Policy at the New York-based Anti-Defamation
League, also criticizes Krupp.
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"Whether he understands it or not, he is waging a campaign of misinformation," Greenberg
said. "He's been given out-of-context documents and is coming to overblown conclusions
about Pius XII's personal involvement and that is a disservice to historians and to the
historical truth."
The German-born Pope Benedict XVI rekindled outrage among Jewish groups in
December when he signed a decree asserting Pius' heroic virtues, paving the way for the
wartime pontiff to be beatified once a miracle attributed to his intercession is confirmed.
That history overshadowed pontiff's January visit to a synagogue in Rome. Without
mentioning Pius, Benedict told Jewish leaders the Vatican "itself provided assistance,
often in a hidden and discreet way." He contended Catholics acted courageously to save
Jews even as their extermination "tragically reached as far as Rome."
At the same event, Jewish Community President Riccardo Pacifici, whose grandparents
were killed at Auschwitz while his father was saved by Italian nuns in a Florence convent,
said Italian Catholics worked to save Jews but the "silence" of Pius "still hurts as a failed
action."
Krupp, who operated kidney dialysis and diagnostic imaging centers on Long Island, has a
close relationship with the Vatican. A decade ago, Pope John Paul II made him "Knight
Commander of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory the Great," after Krupp
helped raise $12 million for high-tech equipment for an Italian hospital.
Rabbi Benjamin Blech, assistant professor of the Talmud at Yeshiva University, said he is
cautious about endorsing a defense of Pius XII, but supports Krupp's enthusiasm.
"I am not a historian and have not seen the papers, but I admire his effort," he said "I value
what Gary is doing and very much hope that Gary is right. I know his motive is pure."
Krupp says that he spends up to 20 hours a day researching the issue at his modest Long
Island home, and that he has seen documents and research that exonerate Pius XII.
Critics, he argues, "just don't know. They have not seen any documented proof. All we're
doing is retrieving documents, nothing else."
The Rev. John Pawlikowski, professor of ethics at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago,
argues Krupp's evidence has already been studied by experts.
"What he seems to have is stuff that is out there," Pawlikowski said. "We know that Pius
did some things that were good, but they tended to come rather late, they were mostly
behind the scenes and were relatively minor gestures."
Pawlikowski was among the 19 Catholic scholars who wrote to the Vatican last month,
saying more study of Pius XII is required,
"Too often the issue of Pius XII is portrayed as one of Jewish concern," the letter said.
"We wanted to make it clear that some Catholics who have worked on Holocaust issues
have serious concerns about advancing the cause of Pius XII at this time."
Pave the Way's 2008 financial report to the Internal Revenue Service shows that Krupp
and his wife, Meredith, were the organization's only two employees, earning $112,500,
and $35,000, respectively. The organization, which Krupp says is largely funded by about
20 members of a board of directors, took in approximately $470,000 in income in 2008.
After salaries, the largest chunk of organization spending was on travel expenses.
--Associated Press Writer Victor Simpson in Rome and AP investigative researcher Randy
Herschaft in New York contributed to this report.
--On the Net:
Pave the Way Foundation: http://www.ptwf.org
Anti-Defamation League on Pope Pius XII: http://bit.ly/duKn4j
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum on Pope Pius XII: http://bit.ly/7Jz7Wc
© 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. Learn more about our Privacy Policy.
Click here for copyright permissions!
Copyright 2008 Associated Press
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Jewish retiree creates stir defending Pope Pius
By FRANK ELTMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

LONG BEACH, N.Y. -- A retired Jewish businessman from Long Island finds himself
in the middle of a decades-long debate over whether Pope Pius XII could have
done more to save the Jews from the Holocaust.
Long Beach's Gary Krupp contends that criticism of the pope's actions during World
War II are unwarranted. He says the Catholic leader worked behind the scenes to
save Jews from Hitler's wrath.
Krupp runs the Pave the Way Foundation, which attempts to foster understanding
among religions. Its Web site features many of the documents Krupp uses to
support his arguments, and he has published a book on the topic.
Scholars who deride Krupp's contention that "a crime has been committed against
this man" say more research is needed before sainthood for Pius XII can be
approved.
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LONG BEACH, N.Y. -- In the long
and painful debate over whether he
should have done more to halt the
murder of 6 million Jews by the
Nazis and their collaborators in
World War II, Pope Pius XII has an
unusual defender.
Gary Krupp, who is Jewish, says he
grew up hating the late pontiff.
Now, at 62, the retired Long Island
businessman is caught up in the
controversy over the Vatican's
effort to make Pius a saint. He says
that as a Jew he's not interested in
the sainthood issue - he just wants
to defend the wartime pope's
reputation from "the worst
character assassination of the 20th
century."

A copy of a book by Gary Krupp that assembles documents relating to
Pope Pius XII and his actions during World War II rests on a table at
Krupp's home in Long Beach, N.Y., Monday, March 8, 2010. Krupp, who is
Jewish, says he grew up hating the late pontiff. Now, at 62, the retired
Long Island businessman is caught up in the controversy over the
Vatican's effort to make Pius a saint. He says that as a Jew he's not
interested in the sainthood issue, he just wants to defend the wartime
pope's reputation from "the worst character assassination of the 20th
century." (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) (Seth Wenig - AP)

TOOLBOX
Resize

That puts him among a handful of Jews who have
bucked a widely held view of Pius as a pope who failed
to pit his moral authority against Hitler's Holocaust, and
who therefore is not entitled to sainthood. Some
prominent Catholic scholars concede many questions
linger about Pius's tenure, but his defenders say he
saved thousands of Jewish lives by working behind the
scenes.
Krupp's efforts are drawing high-profile criticism. An
influential New York rabbi said this week he is quitting
Krupp's Pave the Way Foundation, which attempts to
foster understanding among religions. A Roman
Catholic scholar, one of 19 who wrote to the Vatican
last month pressing for deeper study of Pius' conduct,
says Krupp has revealed nothing new on the subject.

Print

E-mail

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS
WHO'S BLOGGING
» Links to this article

Lawsuit: Yaz Gallbladder, Cochlear Implant (VP), Toyota Recall ,
Whistleblower

Sponsored Links

Erin Brockovich, Asbestos & Boilers, Lung Cancer,
Mesothelioma, Fracking

TRUTH Behind Acai Berry

Roll over your old 401(k)s to Fidelity Investments.

Warning! Read this Special Report
Before You Try any Acai Berry Diet.

Get peace of mind now with Equifax ID Patrol.

6NewsReports.com/Acai-Berry-Diet

I Had High Blood Pressure
Now it's down to 120/75. Find out how I
did it without drugs

Russia Now: In-Depth Coverage of Russia News, Business, and
More.
Double Your Vanguard Profits with the Best Funds to Own Now
Click to add the Wash Post App to your Yahoo! Homepage

www.resperate.com
Buy a link here

The Web site of Krupp's foundation features many of
the documents he uses to support his arguments. He has also published the third edition of
a book, "Pope Pius XII and World War II, The Documented Truth."
Krupp is not the first Jew to defend Pius XII.
Israeli diplomat and author Pinchas Lapide
wrote in a 1967 book that Pius XII and the
Catholic Church should be credited with
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Posted by tantamergo in General Catholic, awesomeness.
trackback
A very long time ago, I wrote a blog post regarding Pope Pius XII being made
venerable as his cause for canonization proceeded. I got some rather strong
complaints, including from some officials in our local diocese and from some
bishops from different parts of the US. These complainants seemed to be of
the opinion that strongly defending Pius XII and his record of trying to
aid victims of the Holocaust during WWII should not be done, or at least, not
very stoutly. Since then, there has been increasing evidence supporting my
views that Pius XII has been falsely maligned and that his actions during WWII,
far from being somewhat complicit in the Holocaust, was one of heroic virtue
in saving more Jews than any other single actor.
There are two recent articles on the subject. AP and the NYT both have pieces
covering work of a man names Gary Krupp, a Jew who has researched Pope
Pius XIIs efforts during WWII and has proclaimed him a hero, calling the effort
to denounce him “the worst character assassination of the 20th
Century.” Now, this being the AP and the New York Slimes, there of course
have to be copious quotes from those who claim that Krupp doesn’t know
what he’s talking about. However, in response to his well researched book,
the critics can only claim that Pope Pius XII didn’t save 860,000 Jews as Krupp
claims, but only somewhat less than that. You’re right……he should be
denounced if he only saved 400,000, or 350,000, Jewish lives. The monster.
In addition, the criticism also involves alot of appeals to authority and hand
waving – he’s not a professor, and so he should be dismissed. He’s a pawn of
the Vatican. All of his research is old news. Etc., ad nauseum. I note in
passing the strong confluence between the political left and those who
denounce Pope Pius XII, including the ADL and Professor Dwork, who writes for
Huffpost.
I’ve heard Mr. Krupp interviewed – he comes across as someone surprised to
have reached the conclusions he has. He states that he grew up thinking Pius
XII was an anti-semite. But over time, as he researched the efforts of Pius XII
during WWII, he became increasingly convinced that not only was he wrongly
maligned, but that he was a hero who should be held up by Jews and
Christians alike as an amazing example of heroic virtue. His evidence was very
convincing to me, especially records of thousands of Jews being sent to the
western Hemisphere on Vatican passports. There are many who say that Pius
XII failed morally by not specifically condemning Nazism, which is false, as Pius
primarily wrote the encyclical Mit brennender Sorge, released in 1937 under
Pius XI which did condemn Nazism. Krupp details many other efforts Pius XII
undertook to oppose fascism and save as many Holocaust victims as he could.
Almost all the criticisms directed against the Pope state that “he could have
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By Paul Zalonski on March 15, 2010 10:29 AM | Permalink | Comments (0)

In some places you will get shouted down for
supporting Pope Pius XII and his cause for sainthood.
For some, Pius is a lightening rod and no amount of
reasonable-ness will quiet their anxiety. I find this is
especially true for the New York area. Undaunted by
the challenge of the truth, Gary Krupp, founder of
the Pave the Way Foundation, is working to get the
truth of what Pope Pius XII did and didn't do into the
public forum. He's trying to clear the air. For many the conversation is hard and
painful but truth needs to be told and told with clarity, charity and firmness.
Read the article on Gary Krupp and his work.
Categories: Pope Pius XII
Tags: Pave the Way Foundation, Pope Pius XII
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Long Beach Man Creates Stir Defending Pope Pius
Jewish retiree says Pius saved thousands of lives during the Holocaust
By Frank Eltman, AP on Mar 15th, 2010

Gary Krupp poses for a picture in his home in
Long Beach, Monday, March 8, 2010. Krupp,
who is Jewish, says he grew up hating Pope Pius
XII and his actions during World War II. Now,
at 62, the retired Long Island businessman is
caught up in the controversy over the Vatican's
effort to make Pius a saint. He says that as a
Jew he's not interested in the sainthood issue, he
just wants to defend the wartime pope's
reputation from "the worst character
assassination of the 20th century." (AP
Photo/Seth Wenig)
In the long and painful debate over whether he should have done more to halt the murder of 6 million Jews by the Nazis and
their collaborators in World War II, Pope Pius XII has an unusual defender.
Gary Krupp, who is Jewish, says he grew up hating the late pontiff. Now, at 62, the retired Long Island businessman is
caught up in the controversy over the Vatican’s effort to make Pius a saint. He says that as a Jew he’s not interested in the
sainthood issue — he just wants to defend the wartime pope’s reputation from “the worst character assassination of the 20th
century.”
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That puts him among a handful of Jews who have bucked a widely held view of Pius as a pope who failed to pit his moral
authority against Hitler’s Holocaust, and who therefore is not entitled to sainthood. Some prominent Catholic scholars
concede many questions linger about Pius’s tenure, but his defenders say he saved thousands of Jewish lives by working
behind the scenes.
Krupp’s efforts are drawing high-profile criticism. An influential New York rabbi said this week he is quitting Krupp’s Pave
the Way Foundation, which attempts to foster understanding among religions. A Roman Catholic scholar, one of 19 who
wrote to the Vatican last month pressing for deeper study of Pius’ conduct, says Krupp has revealed nothing new on the
subject.
The Web site of Krupp’s foundation features many of the documents he uses to support his arguments. He has also published
the third edition of a book, “Pope Pius XII and World War II, The Documented Truth.”
Krupp is not the first Jew to defend Pius XII. Israeli diplomat and author Pinchas Lapide wrote in a 1967 book that Pius XII
and the Catholic Church should be credited with saving between 700,000 and 860,000 Jews from certain death. Holocaust
scholars reject the figure as guesswork, noting the absence of documentation and the lack of access to Vatican archives on
Pius’ pontificate.
“Lapide’s calculation was based on voodoo math,” said Dr. Rafael Medoff, director of the David S. Wyman Institute for
Holocaust Studies in Washington, D.C. “There were so many factors involved in whether someone survived, which Lapide
did not consider.”
In a letter to Pope Benedict XVI, 19 Catholic scholars wrote that “proceeding with the cause of Pope Pius XII, without an
exhaustive study of his actions during the Holocaust, might harm Jewish-Catholic relations in a way that cannot be overcome
in the forseeable future,” according to the Catholic News Service.
Krupp contends “a crime has been committed against this man (Pope Pius XII),” but the scholars say more research is
needed before sainthood can be approved.
“History needs distance and perspective before definitive conclusions can be reached,” the panel of scholars wrote to the
Vatican last month.
Krupp has been praised by the Vatican for spearheading a plan to put 11 volumes of Pius XII material on the Internet for
public viewing. However, scholars who reviewed that material nearly a decade ago say it does not answer critical questions
about Pius’ behavior.
They want to review the full Vatican archives on Pius” papacy, but the Vatican says the 16 million files won’t be ready for
viewing until at least 2014.
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik of the New York Board of Rabbis, who was a Krupp supporter, said he sent his resignation from the
board of directors of Pave the Way.
“Many of us are very troubled by the stance Mr. Krupp has taken,” he said. “Thus far there’s only been a superficial
examination (of Pius XII). Given the seriousness of the subject, we need to be much more deliberate and have as much
historical factual information.”
Krupp said he had yet to receive Potasnik’s letter, but did not criticize Potasnik’s stance.
Rabbi Eric Greenberg, director of Interfaith Policy at the New York-based Anti-Defamation League, also criticizes Krupp.
“Whether he understands it or not, he is waging a campaign of misinformation,” Greenberg said. “He’s been given out-ofcontext documents and is coming to overblown conclusions about Pius XII’s personal involvement and that is a disservice to
historians and to the historical truth.”
The German-born Pope Benedict rekindled outrage among Jewish groups in December when he signed a decree asserting
Pius’ heroic virtues, paving the way for the wartime pontiff to be beatified once a miracle attributed to his intercession is
confirmed.
That history overshadowed the pontiff’s January visit to a synagogue in Rome. Without mentioning Pius, Benedict told
Jewish leaders the Vatican “itself provided assistance, often in a hidden and discreet way.” He contended Catholics acted
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courageously to save Jews even as their extermination “tragically reached as far as Rome.”
At the same event, Jewish Community President Riccardo Pacifici, whose grandparents were killed at Auschwitz while his
father was saved by Italian nuns in a Florence convent, said Italian Catholics worked to save Jews but the “silence” of Pius
“still hurts as a failed action.”
Krupp, who operated kidney dialysis and diagnostic imaging centers on Long Island, has a close relationship with the
Vatican. A decade ago, Pope John Paul II made him “Knight Commander of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of St. Gregory
the Great,” after Krupp helped raise $12 million for high-tech equipment for an Italian hospital.
Rabbi Benjamin Blech, assistant professor of the Talmud at Yeshiva University, said he is cautious about endorsing a defense
of Pius XII, but supports Krupp’s enthusiasm.
“I am not a historian and have not seen the papers, but I admire his effort,” he said. “I value what Gary is doing and very
much hope that Gary is right. I know his motive is pure.”
Krupp says that he spends up to 20 hours a day researching the issue at his modest Long Island home, and that he has seen
documents and research that exonerate Pius XII. Critics, he argues, “just don’t know. They have not seen any documented
proof. All we’re doing is retrieving documents, nothing else.”
The Rev. John Pawlikowski, professor of ethics at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, argues Krupp’s evidence has
already been studied by experts.
“What he seems to have is stuff that is out there,” Pawlikowski said. “We know that Pius did some things that were good,
but they tended to come rather late, they were mostly behind the scenes and were relatively minor gestures.”
Pawlikowski was among the 19 Catholic scholars who wrote to the Vatican last month, saying more study of Pius XII is
required,
“Too often the issue of Pius XII is portrayed as one of Jewish concern,” the letter said. “We wanted to make it clear that
some Catholics who have worked on Holocaust issues have serious concerns about advancing the cause of Pius XII at this
time.”
Pave the Way’s 2008 financial report to the Internal Revenue Service shows that Krupp and his wife, Meredith, were the
organization’s only two employees, earning $112,500, and $35,000, respectively. The organization, which Krupp says is
largely funded by about 20 members of a board of directors, took in approximately $470,000 in income in 2008. After
salaries, the largest chunk of organization spending was on travel expenses.
(Last updated on March 15, 2010 at 11:02 am) and filed under Featured, Long Island News, News. You can follow any
responses to this entry through RSS 2.0. You can leave a response or trackback to this entry
Follow Frank Eltman, AP
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Il più accanito difensore di Pio XII è un ebreo americano che in Vaticano
chiamano ”Eccellenza”
Donne Single
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Lui, Gary Krupp, 62 anni, si definisce modestamente ‘’solo un semplice ragazzo ebreo
del Queens”, è ora in pensione dopo aver fatto il commerciante con alti e bassi, e vive con
la moglie Meredith in una casa senza pretese nel quartiere newyorchese di Long Beach. Ma
in Vaticano, riferisce il New York Times, è tutt’altra storia. Lo conoscono come il
Commendatore Gary Krupp, Cavaliere Comandante dell’Ordine Equestre Pontificio di San
Gregorio il Grande, e cardinali e Guardie Svizzere lo chiamano ”Vostra Eccellenza”. Per un
ex “schlemiel” (ragazzino in yiddish) dalle umili origini non è cosa da poco.
Il Commendatore Krupp è solo il settimo cavaliere papale nella storia, nominato da
Papa Giovanni II nel 2000 per essere riuscito a persuadere un gruppo di aziende americane
a donare equipaggiamenti medici all’avanguardia ad un ospeale italiano per un valore di 12
milioni di dollari. Ma la parte più interessante della storia di Krupp è come successivamente
si è trasformato: pur non avendo alcuna cultura storica, egli è diventato il più schietto
Pio XII

alleato ebreo del Vaticano nell’infuocato dibattito al centro delle tensioni tra la Chiesa
Cattolica da una parte ed esponenti ebrei e storici dall’altra.

Ovvero se Papa Pio XII, il pontefice durante la seconda guerra mondiale, fece davvero quanto in suo potere per salvare gli
ebrei dall’Olocausto. Raccolto abbastanza denaro tramite la fondazione non-profit Pave the Way a lui fondata nel 2002,
Krupp ha viaggiato in lungo e in largo, consultando documenti ed esperti, organizzando un convegno di tre giorni a Roma
fino a pubblicare un volume illustrato che sostiene la tesi secondo cui Pio XII non ha risparmiato alcuno sforzo per
salvare le vite degli ebrei perseguitati dal Nazismo.
In una udienza speciale nel 2008 a Castelgandolfo, la residenza estiva del pontefice, Papa Benedetto XVI ha ringraziato
Krupp per aver portato all’attenzione ”quel che Pio XII ottenne con i suoi sforzi per salvare gli ebrei”.
Storici e leader religiosi in tutto il mondo hanno mostrato sempre più interesse per il lavoro di Krupp, alcuni con piacere,
altri con preoccupazione, giacchè le tesi da lui esposte hanno coinciso con gli sforzi del Vaticano di promuovere la
canonizzazione di Pio XII. Papa Ratzinger ha accelerato il processo lo scorso dicembre esaltando le ”eroiche virtù” di Pio XII
e chiamandolo ”venerabile”, un passo che precede la dichiarazione di santità.
Dice Sorella Margherita Marchionne, docente alla Farleigh Dickinson University e considerata la più autorevole sostenitrice
della causa favorevole a Pio XII fuori dal Vaticano: ”Ho scritto 10 libri su Pio XII, ma in tutti questi anni non sono mai
riuscita a sollevare tanto scalpore quanto quello sollevato dal meraviglioso signor Krupp”.
Dal canto suo, Deborah Dwork, docente di storia dell’Olocausto alla Clark University, ha dichiarato che ”Papa Ratzinger non
avrebbe avuto il coraggio di fare quel che sta facendo per Pio XII se non fosse per il lavoro di pubbliche relazioni svolto da
Gary Krupp”.
Share
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Pave the Way Foundation Provides Help to Muslim, Christian
and Jewish Mothers in Jerusalem

Society
In the spirit of caring, ecumenism and mutual respect Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF), a non-sectarian New York based foundation sent

Sports

gifts to the needy of Jerusalem on the Jewish holiday of Purim. Realizing that the poor mothers have a clear need for baby formula, diapers

Technology

and baby toys, Pave the Way Foundation provided gift baskets to the mothers. Poverty in Israel knows no religious boundaries and so

SITE MENU

PTWF gave these wonderful gift packages to Muslim, Christian and Jewish mothers in need for their babies.
"A gesture is worth a million words and promises," said Gary Krupp, founder and President of PTWF. "I asked the PTWF advisor in

Submit Release

Jerusalem, famed Sculpture Sam Philipe, what gesture we could make on the occasion of Purim. Sam suggested that we provide a months'

About Us

supply of baby formula, diapers and toys, since this critical area of need has always been ignored by many charitable organizations.
Supplying these basic needs eases the financial strain these moms are under while sending a loving message to the recipients."

Privacy Policy

Sam worked diligently to obtain the products for the gifts and then to distribute them in the poorer areas of Jerusalem. When Sam, an

Terms of Use

Israeli Jew, went into Arab East Jerusalem to give the gifts to the needy Muslims and Christians, he reported that the normal belligerence

Contact Us

to a Jewish Israeli of some of the Arabs was replaced by smiles and genuine affection and gratitude for the gifts. When Sam then went to

LOGIN FORM

the needy Jewish recipients, he said that he and his wife Shirley, who helped with the gifts, were brought to tears by the positive response.
Pave the Way Foundation is founded on the idea that concrete gestures of good will between the faiths can do much more then just simple
dialog. PTWF held the largest Jewish Papal Audience in history to simply thank Pope John Paul II for all he had done in religious

Login ›
Forgot your password?

reconciliation. PTWF initiated the first ever loan of a rare manuscript of Maimonides from the Vatican Library to the State of Israel.
Recently on January 22, 2007, PTWF participated in the gift of one of the most important Christian Manuscripts in the world, the Bodmer
Papyrus, to Pope Benedict XVI and the Vatican Library for worldwide learning. PTWF has initiated many other gestures and projects, all to

Forgot your username?

enhance the common message that the world must come together to oppose religious extremism in every religion and to recognize this

Create an account

abuse as the greatest danger to humanity.
About Pave the Way Foundation: PTWF is dedicated to achieving peace by bridging "the intellectual gap" in tolerance and understanding,
by enhancing relations between religions through cultural, technological and intellectual gestures. The Foundation has a simple yet
monumental vision: To enable all the world's religions to mutually realize that extremism, politics and personal agendas must not be
allowed to poison the true benevolent message common to all faiths. Bigotry and hatred must be abolished by the faithful embracing their
similarities and savoring their differences.
Contact Linda Simpson
212 629 0046
www.ptwf.org

Author Information
GARY KRUPP
Pave the Way Foundation
Monday, March 22nd, 2010
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SPECIAL REPORT
Pope Benedict XVI
waves as he arrives at
the main synagogue in
Rome Jan 17.

The People of God
with Israel

Catholic-Jewish relations deepen under Pope Benedict XVI.

I

by Jeff Ziegler

n 1928, when the future Pope Benedict XVI was 11 months old, the
Holy Office, under the leadership of
the vigorously anti-modernist Cardinal
Rafael Merry del Val, decreed that “the
Catholic Church has always prayed for
the Jewish people, depositories, until
the coming of Jesus Christ, of the divine
promise, regardless of their subsequent
blindness, or rather, precisely because
of it. Moved by that spirit of charity, the
Apostolic See has protected this same
people against unjust vexations, and
just as it reproves all hatreds and ani-

mosities between people, so it especially condemns hatred against the people
elected by God, a hatred that today is
vulgarly called ‘anti-Semitism.’”
When Joseph Ratzinger was nine,
Pope Pius XI issued his anti-Nazi encyclical Mit Brennender Sorge (With
Burning Anxiety). The following year,
the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries and Universities published its “Syllabus Against Racism” and urged Catholic educational institutions to combat
Nazi racial theories. Five months later,
Pope Pius XI told a group of Belgian
pilgrims, “Anti-Semitism is a revolting
movement, of which we Christians cannot be part. Anti-Semitism cannot be

justified. Spiritually we are Semites.”
More than 70 years later, Pope Benedict continues to condemn anti-Semitism while deepening the dialogue
between the Church and Judaism. In
doing so, he is focusing attention on the
Jewish roots of Christianity—on the fact
that Catholics are spiritual Semites—
and quietly calling Jews to conversion to
Christ in the Church, which he presents
as Judaism fulfilled and opened to all.
Yet the press is largely ignoring the
content of Pope Benedict’s dialogue
with Judaism. When the Pontiff visited
the Great Synagogue of Rome on January 17, he was received with repeated
applause and spent the majority of his
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number accept the Gospel; indeed not a
few opposed its spreading,” the document continued. “Nevertheless, God
holds the Jews most dear for the sake
of their fathers; he does not repent of
the gifts he makes or of the calls he issues—such is the witness of the Apostle.” While “the gifts and the call of God
are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29), the document makes clear that “the Church
proclaims, and ever must proclaim
Christ the way, the truth, and the life,
in whom men may find the fullness of
religious life, in whom God has reconCNS

address lamenting the Holocaust, condemning anti-Semitism, and proposing
the Decalogue as a primary area for
joint Jewish-Catholic witness. However, focusing on one sentence of the
Pope’s talk and investing it with a polemical meaning, the Associated Press
wire story began, “In a synagogue visit
haunted by history, Pope Benedict XVI
and Jewish leaders sparred Sunday
over the record of the World War II-era
pope during the Holocaust….”
“One cannot avoid the conclusion
that there is a widespread begrudging

Pope Benedict XVI talks
with Rabbi Riccardo Di
Segni, the chief rabbi of
Rome, during a visit to
Rome’s main synagogue
Jan. 17, 2010

attitude towards Benedict XVI in the
media and even hostility in some quarters; and it is not too difficult to analyze,” says Rabbi David Rosen, director
of the American Jewish Committee’s
Department of Interreligious Affairs.
“As a generalization it is fair to say that
the media is generally liberal and very
secular. Religious conservatism is not
the favorite flavor of the day.”
A COMMON SPIRITUAL
PATRIMONY

When Father Ratzinger was a 38-yearold peritus at the Second Vatican Council, the council fathers approved Nostra
Aetate, the Declaration on the Relation
of the Church to Non-Christian Religions. As it condemned anti-Semitism,
the declaration, frequently citing St.
Paul, outlined the “common spiritual
patrimony” of Christians and Jews.
“As Holy Scripture testifies, Jerusalem did not recognize the time of her
visitation, nor did the Jews in large
18

ciled all things to himself.”
At times, Catholics involved in Catholic-Jewish dialogue have emphasized the
irrevocable nature of God’s gift and call
to the Jews to the exclusion of the proclamation of Christ; indeed, in 2009, the US
bishops’ doctrine committee criticized
an influential 2002 Jewish-Catholic dialogue document as “insufficiently precise and potentially misleading,” in part
because it implied that “the Jews have an
obligation not to become Christian and
that the Church has a corresponding obligation not to baptize Jews.”
In 1984, Cardinal Ratzinger, now the
57-year-old prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, wrote
Behold the Pierced One, in which he reflected on the Jewish roots of Christianity. In this work “Cardinal Ratzinger
directs us away from the idea, posed
by some, that the traditions of Israel
were abrogated or replaced by Jesus,”
notes David Moss of the Association of
Hebrew Catholics. Instead, as Cardinal

Ratzinger writes, the “universalization
of [Israel’s] tradition [in the New Covenant] is its ultimate ratification, not
its abrogation or replacement…Jesus’
task was only to renew this People by
deepening its relationship to God and
by opening it up for all mankind.”
Two years later, the future Pope was
named chairman of the commission responsible for drafting and editing the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, which
was eventually published in 1992 and
includes a lengthy section (nos. 571-98)
on the relation between Jesus Christ
and Israel. The section on the Church
and non-Christians (nos. 839-845), in
line with Nostra Aetate, teaches that
God’s gift and call to the Jews are irrevocable and that “the Father willed
to call the whole of humanity together
into his Son’s Church. The Church is
the place where humanity is to rediscover its unity and salvation.”
In his 1998 work Many Religions, One
Covenant, Cardinal Ratzinger reflected
on the Church’s relation to Judaism.
“All nations, without the abolishment
of the special mission of Israel, become
brothers and receivers of the promises
of the Chosen People; they become
People of God with Israel,” he writes.
“Thus the Sinai covenant is indeed
superseded. But once what was provisional in it has been swept away, we see
what is truly definitive in it.”
“Even if Christians look for the day
when Israel will recognize Christ as
the Son of God and the rift that separates them will be healed,” he adds,
“they should also acknowledge God’s
providence, which has obviously given
Israel a particular mission in this ‘time
of the Gentiles.’”
THE PAPACY

Cardinal Ratzinger’s work as a theologian made him uniquely prepared
to deepen the Church’s teaching on
the relation between the Church and
Judaism. “I view him as our most serious partner in the Catholic Church,
and he has been for the last 26 years,”
said Rabbi Israel Singer, chairman of
the World Jewish Congress, upon the
Pontiff’s election.
Pope Benedict mentioned JewishCatholic relations during the April 2005
Mass inaugurating his papacy. “With
great affection I also greet…my brothers and sisters of the Jewish people,” he
said, “to whom we are joined by a great
shared spiritual heritage, one rooted in
God’s irrevocable promises.”
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Six weeks later, he told the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, “I wish to assure
you that the Church remains firmly
committed, in her catechesis and in every aspect of her life, to implementing”
Nostra Aetate’s “decisive teaching. In the
years following the Council, my predecessors Pope Paul VI and, in a particular way, Pope John Paul II, took significant steps towards improving relations
with the Jewish people. It is my intention to continue on this path.” This talk
was particularly significant “because
it comes very soon after his election”
and because “he commits to following
the historic path of Pope John Paul II in
working to improve relations with the
Jewish people,” Myrna Shinbaum of the
Anti-Defamation League told CWR.
A few days later, Pope Benedict
blocked the planned beatification of
Father Leon Dehon (1843-1925). Roy
Schoeman, author of Salvation is From
the Jews, notes that Dehon had called
the Talmud “a manual for the bandit,
the corrupter, the social destroyer”
and had recommended that Jews not
be permitted to own land or serve as
judges or teachers.
In August 2005, Pope Benedict visited the synagogue in Cologne. “John
Paul began these groundbreaking visits
[to synagogues] but Benedict XVI made
them a regular part of his Vatican travels,” says Marty Barrack of Second Exodus, an apostolate that promotes the
Church as the eternal Israel. “From my
perspective, these visits are the most
important statements Benedict has
made concerning the relationship between the Church and Judaism.” Gary
Krupp, a Jew and the head of the Pave
the Way Foundation, which has documented Pope Pius XII’s efforts to save
the Jews during the Holocaust, concurs; he told CWR, “I believe that every
demonstrated gesture that the Pope has
made speaks volumes of his spiritual
bond to the Jewish people.”
“The history of relations between
the Jewish and Christian communities
has been complex and often painful,”
Pope Benedict noted at the synagogue.
“There were blessed times when the
two lived together peacefully, but there
was also the expulsion of the Jews
from Cologne in the year 1424.” After
mourning the victims of the Holocaust,
he added:
Whoever meets Jesus Christ meets
Judaism…I would encourage sin-

when Joseph ratzinger was nine, pope pius xi issued
his anti-nazi encyclical Mit Brennender Sorge (With
Burning Anxiety). the following year, the sacred
congregation for seminaries and universities published
its “syllabus against racism” and urged catholic
educational institutions to combat nazi racial theories.
five months later, pope pius xi told a group of belgian
pilgrims, “anti-semitism is a revolting movement, of
which we christians cannot be part. anti-semitism
cannot be justiﬁed. spiritually we are semites.”

cere and trustful dialogue between
Jews and Christians, for only in this
way will it be possible to arrive at
a shared interpretation of disputed
historical questions, and, above all,
to make progress towards a theological evaluation of the relationship
between Judaism and Christianity.
This dialogue, if it is to be sincere,
must not gloss over or underestimate the existing differences: in
those areas in which, due to our
profound convictions in faith, we
diverge, and indeed, precisely in
those areas, we need to show respect
and love for one another.
Echoing this call for an honest conversation that does not gloss over differences, Pope Benedict told an audience from the Anti-Defamation League
in 2006 that “the four decades since
[Nostra Aetate] have brought many
positive advances, and they have also
witnessed some early steps, perhaps
still too tentative, towards a more open
conversation on religious themes. It is
precisely at this level of frank exchange
and dialogue that we will find the basis
and the motivation for a solid and fruitful relationship.”
The Pontiff has spoken frankly on
the controversial issue of Jewish conversion to Christianity in little-noticed
addresses. In a March 2006 general audience, he taught that
the number 12, which evidently
refers to the 12 tribes of Israel, already reveals the meaning of the
prophetic-symbolic action implicit
in the new initiative to re-establish
the holy people. As the system of
the 12 tribes had long since faded
out, the hope of Israel awaited their
restoration as a sign of the eschato-

logical time. In choosing the Twelve,
introducing them into a communion
of life with himself and involving
them in his mission of proclaiming the Kingdom in words and
works, Jesus wants to say that the
definitive time has arrived in which
to constitute the new People of God,
the people of the 12 tribes, which
now becomes a universal people,
his Church. With their very own
existence, the Twelve—called from
different backgrounds—become an
appeal for all of Israel to convert and
allow herself to be gathered into the
new covenant, complete and perfect
fulfillment of the ancient one.
In a January 2009 Sunday Angelus
address, the Pontiff returned to the
theme, noting that “in Paul’s case, some
prefer not to use this term [conversion]
because, they say, he was already a
believer, rather a fervent Hebrew, and
therefore he did not pass from no faith
to the faith, from the idols to God, nor
did he have to abandon the Hebrew
faith to adhere to Christ. Actually, the
Apostle’s experience can be the model
of every authentic Christian conversion…. In this consists his and our conversion: in believing in Jesus dead and
risen and in opening to the illumination
of his divine grace.”
In his addresses to representatives
of Jewish organizations, Pope Benedict
has repeatedly affirmed the teaching of
Nostra Aetate, condemned anti-Semitism,
and focused on the Jewish roots of Christianity. In 2006, he told the chief rabbi of
Rome, “The Catholic Church is close and
is a friend to you. Yes, we love you and
we cannot but love you, because of the
fathers: through them you are very dear
and beloved brothers to us. In Christ we
participate in the same heritage of the fa-
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CNS

thers as you, to serve Almighty God with
one accord, grafted onto the one holy
trunk of the People of God.”
In May 2006, Pope Benedict visited
Auschwitz and delivered one of the most
moving addresses of his pontificate.

bow, which appeared in the sky when
he blessed the memorial,” Krupp told
CWR. “I gave him a copy of this picture
during a private meeting I had with
him. I was most touched by his reaction
to the photo, and he asked me, ‘Was this
from Auschwitz?’ He was so moved by
To speak in this place of horror, in
this providential sign from God.”
this place where unprecedented
Upon its publication in 2007, Pope
mass crimes were committed against
Benedict’s Jesus of Nazareth was hailed
God and man, is almost imposas a scholarly critique of Scripture
sible—and it is particularly difficult
scholars who had sundered the “Jesus
and troubling for a Christian, for a
of history” from the “Christ of faith.”
Pope from Germany…. Deep down,
Mark Drogin of the Remnant of Israel,
those vicious criminals, by wipan organization devoted to proclaiming out this people, wanted to kill
ing the Jewish roots of the Gospel, told
the God who called Abraham, who
CWR that Popes John Paul and Benedict “carried the vision of Vatican II in the
third millennium with
remarkable continuity
and agreement. Following World War II
and the establishment
of a secular political state in Palestine,
the Church was confronted with one of
the biggest questions
since apostolic times:
what is the relation between the Church and
Israel?… For decades,
Ratzinger and Wojtyla
approached this question carefully and with
a unified vision. Now,
the Pope is building
on the progress of
Pope Benedict XVI
praying at the former
John Paul II and going
Auschwitz death camp
forward with this diain May 2006.
logue in charity.”
Pope Benedict is adspoke on Sinai and laid down princivancing the dialogue, says Drogin, by
ples to serve as a guide for mankind,
raising the essential question of whether
principles that are eternally valid.
Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of the Old
If this people, by its very existence,
Testament. “Jesus opened the dialogue
was a witness to the God who spoke
within Judaism during his public minto humanity and took us to himself,
istry,” Drogin says. “Pope Benedict rethen that God finally had to die and
sumed this dialogue with his book, Jesus
power had to belong to man alone—
of Nazareth. To both Jews and Christians,
to those men, who thought that by
Benedict’s book shows that the dialogue
force they had made themselves
is within Judaism and addresses the primasters of the world. By destroying
mary question: did Jesus of Nazareth
Israel, by the Shoah, they ultimately
fulfill the messianic promises to Israel?”
wanted to tear up the taproot of the
“Neither Jesus nor the Apostles startChristian faith and to replace it with
ed a new religion: they preached the
a faith of their own invention.
fulfillment of Judaism,” adds Drogin.
“In Jesus of Nazareth, the Pope explains
As the Pope was concluding his visit,
with charity that Jesus and his Church
a rainbow suddenly appeared. “I was
are legitimate partners in this dialogue
privileged to be with him in Auschwitz
within Judaism.”
and personally photographed the rainIn 2008, Pope Benedict changed the
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Good Friday prayer for the conversion
of the Jews in the extraordinary form of
the Mass. Replacing a reference to the
Jews’ “blindness” with the language of
Romans 11, the new prayer reads, “Let
us also pray for the Jews: that God our
Lord might enlighten their hearts, so
that they might know Jesus Christ as
the Savior of all mankind: Almighty
and eternal God, who will that all men
be saved and come to the knowledge of
truth, grant in your mercy that as the
fullness of mankind enters into your
Church, all Israel may be saved, through
Christ our Lord.” The new prayer—like
the older one—received criticism from
Jewish organizations. The Anti-Defamation League’s Shinbaum told CWR
that the prayer, “issued without comment, raised major concerns about the
theological direction he is heading in.”
Two months later, while in the United States, Pope Benedict delivered
well-received talks to members of the
Jewish community in Washington and
New York. Describing the first as the
Pontiff’s “most significant” address on
Jewish-Catholic relations, Rabbi Dr.
Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, executive vice
president emeritus of the Orthodox
Union, told CWR that “on that occasion, he assembled several dozen of us
for a private audience during which he
gave us a greeting on the occasion of
Passover. His remarks there were excellent. He quoted from the Hallel (the
Jewish prayer of praise, taken from the
Psalms) and spoke in a very warm and
well-wishing voice with very appropriate remarks, which he asked us to relay
to the Jewish community at large.”
In June 2008, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, acting at Pope Benedict’s explicit direction, banned the liturgical use
of words based on YHWH. “Avoiding
pronouncing the Tetragrammaton of the
name of God on the part of the Church
has therefore its own grounds,” the congregation noted. “Apart from a motive of
a purely philological order, there is also
that of remaining faithful to the Church’s
tradition, from the beginning, that the
sacred Tetragrammaton was never pronounced in the Christian context nor
translated into any of the languages into
which the Bible was translated.”
The year 2009 was a crucial year for
Jewish-Christian relations, both because
the Pope visited Israel and because of the
inadequate public relations surrounding
Pope Benedict’s decision to lift the excommunications of four bishops of the
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Society of St. Pius X (SSPX). On January
21, the decree lifting the excommunications was issued and went into effect
but was not announced; that evening,
a Swedish television station broadcast
an interview with SSPX Bishop Richard
Williamson, in which he denied the extent of the Holocaust.
In the days that followed, spokesmen
for Jewish organizations expressed concern about rumors that Bishop Williamson’s excommunication might be lifted.
On January 24, the Holy See Press Office without comment released the text
of the January 21 decree, provoking an
international furor, since many observers had concluded wrongly that Bishop
Williamson was now in full communion
with the Holy See and that the Pope
knew of his remarks when he lifted the
excommunication. On February 4, the
Secretariat of State issued a statement
noting that the SSPX “does not have any
canonical recognition in the Catholic
Church” and that Bishop Williamson
must “absolutely, unambiguously, and
publicly distance himself from his position on the Holocaust” before exercising
public ministry within the Church. If
the February 4 statement had been released on January 24, much of the harm
to Catholic-Jewish relations could have
been avoided.
Relations began to thaw during a
February 12 meeting with the Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organizations. The Anti-Defamation League’s Shinbaum told CWR
that this meeting was especially significant because the Pope made “the profoundly influential prayer of Pope John
Paul II at the Western Wall his own,
quoting the entire prayer. Referring
to the Jewish people, he uses the term
‘people of the Covenant’ expressing the
Roman Catholic Church’s official position [on] the ongoing vital covenantal
life of the Jewish people.”
In May, Pope Benedict visited the
Holy Land, where he unambiguously
condemned anti-Semitism and mourned the victims of the Holocaust at the
Yad Vashem Memorial. “From a Jewish
perspective Benedict XVI’s encounters
in Israel with the highest civic, political
and religious leaders, could hardly have
been warmer—and having been present
at most of these, I can personally attest to
such,” says Rabbi Rosen of the American
Jewish Committee. “Benedict followed
in [John Paul’s] footsteps, showing the
deepest respect towards both Jewish tradition and Jewish suffering.”

One scholar told CWR that the Pontiff’s participation in an interreligious
meeting in Nazareth was especially
significant. “I do not pretend that
Pope Benedict holding hands with
a rabbi and a Druze leader and singing together with them ‘Lord grant
us peace,’ is his most important statement, but to me it has extraordinary
symbolic value,” says Dr. Joseph Sievers, a Jewish history professor at the
Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome.
Rabbi Rosen concurs: “the real interfaith moment during this pilgrimage
was in Nazareth where, led by a rabbi
singing a song of peace, the Pope held
and raised hands in prayer, song, and
celebration with the other religious
leaders on the dais, before hundreds
of religious figures from the different
faith communities in Israel. This event
reflected the real spirit of the papal
visit, but most major media outlets
didn’t even report on it.”
Pope Benedict’s initiatives in Catholic-Jewish relations culminated with
the 2010 visit to the Great Synagogue
of Rome. Twenty-four years after Pope
John Paul II made history by visiting
that synagogue, Pope Benedict—welcomed by shouts of “Viva il Papa!”—
visited the synagogue in early 2010.

In an address that was interrupted by
applause several times, Pope Benedict
noted that “the Church has not failed
to deplore the failings of her sons and
daughters, begging forgiveness for all
that could in any way have contributed
to the scourge of anti-Semitism and
anti-Judaism.” After mourning the victims of the Holocaust, Pope Benedict
called Sacred Scripture the “most stable and lasting foundation” of fraternal
relations between Jews and Christians
and said the Decalogue offers “several
possible areas of cooperation and witness,” three of which “are especially
important for our time”: the existence
of God, respect for human life, and the
sanctity of the family.
Citing St. Paul, the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, in whose drafting Pope
Benedict played such an influential
role, teaches that “the glorious Messiah’s [second] coming is suspended
at every moment of history until his
recognition by ‘all Israel.’” When that
day comes, the dialogue deepened by a
Pontiff who grew up in history’s most
anti-Semitic regime may well have
played a crucial role. n
JEFF ZIEGLER writes from North Carolina.
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Forward.com
A Blessing for John Paul II
By Masha Leon
Fri. Sep 22, 2006
The September 6 opening of “A Blessing to One Another/Pope John Paul II & The Jewish
People,” the inspiring exhibit at the Museum of Jewish Heritage/A Living Memorial to the
Holocaust, was a remarkable happening for me as a survivor who experienced Poland’s prewar antisemitism.
“If Jewish museums had patron saints,” said museum director David Marwell, “ours would
have been John Cardinal O’Connor, who…nine years ago on September 11(!),1997,
delivered the invocation at [the museum’s] dedication: ‘God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God
of Jacob, I thank you for this humbling privilege….As a Christian, to ask forgiveness for all
Christians, who by action or inaction, by word or by silence, helped in any way to make the
horrors of the Shoah possible…to have…contributed to those horrors….I pray that through
this museum, every Jew will be…prouder to be a Jew. And those of us who call ourselves
Christians will become ever prouder of our Jewish heritage.’”
Noting that the exhibit was “but a handful of blocks from the most vicious attack perpetrated
upon civilians in the U.S.,” governor George Pataki cited the 9/11 tragedy as “a horrible
example of religious intolerance [combined] with people who have the fanaticism and belief
that their way of life is the only way of life.”
He lauded John Paul II as “the first pope to visit a synagogue, the first…to have the Vatican
recognize the State of Israel, the first pope to publicly apologize for actions of Christians
against Jews for the past 2000 years….[This] exhibit will enable people of all faiths to
celebrate the contributions of a life of a…man who stood for the opposite of those who
http://www.forward.com/articles/4747/ (1 of 4)12/2/2007 9:53:38 AM
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Holy See Documents From World War II Go
Online
Researchers Welcome Availability of Pius XII Information
VATICAN CITY, MARCH 25, 2010 - The Vatican announced today that
official documents spanning more than 40 years are now available
online.
The entire collection of the of the Actae Sanctae Sedis (A.S.S.) and
of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis (A.A.S.) -- i.e., the official Acts of the
Holy See from 1865 to 2007 -- are now available in pdf format.
Also available is a multi-volume collection of acts from World War
II, (Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre
Mondiale), published by order of Paul VI starting in 1965, and
edited by a specialized group of four Jesuit historians.
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The project of putting the information online was supported by the
New York-based Pave the Way Foundation.
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Elliot Hershberg, chairman of the Pave the Way board, observed,
"We felt that it was necessary to open these records, which are
certainly not a substitute for the full opening of the war year
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archives. However, together with Pope Benedict XVI’s ordering of
the opening of the Secret Archives up to 1939, we now have a
clearer historical picture of the secret actions of Pope Pius XII and
his attitude towards the Jewish people, his hatred of Hitler, and
his secret work to defeat the Nazi regime.”
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Holy See Documents From World War II Go
Online
Researchers Welcome Availability of Pius XII Information
VATICAN CITY, MARCH 25, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The Vatican
announced today that official documents spanning more than 40
years are now available online.
The entire collection of the of the Actae Sanctae Sedis (A.S.S.) and
of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis (A.A.S.) -- i.e., the official Acts of the
Holy See from 1865 to 2007 -- are now available in pdf format.
Also available is a multi-volume collection of acts from World War
II, (Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la Seconde Guerre
Mondiale), published by order of Paul VI starting in 1965, and
edited by a specialized group of four Jesuit historians.
The project of putting the information online was supported by the
New York-based Pave the Way Foundation.
A statement from Pave the Way noted the collection -- with its
more than 9,000 pages -- describes the contents of 5,125 documents
that are still not catalogued in the Vatican Secret Archives, and
consequently, still not open to the public. These documents have
been at the heart of controversy as researchers seek to settle
debate over the role Pope Pius XII played in saving Jews from the
Holocaust.
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Holy See Documents From World War II Go Online
Researchers Welcome Availability of Pius XII Information
VATICAN CITY, MARCH 25, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The Vatican announced today that official documents
spanning more than 40 years are now available online.
The entire collection of the of the Actae Sanctae Sedis (A.S.S.) and of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis (A.A.S.) -- i.e., the
official Acts of the Holy See from 1865 to 2007 -- are now available in pdf format.
Also available is a multi-volume collection of acts from World War II, (Actes et documents du Saint-Siège relatifs à la
Seconde Guerre Mondiale), published by order of Paul VI starting in 1965, and edited by a specialized group of four
Jesuit historians.
The project of putting the information online was supported by the New York-based Pave the Way Foundation.
A statement from Pave the Way noted the collection -- with its more than 9,000 pages -- describes the contents of 5,125
documents that are still not catalogued in the Vatican Secret Archives, and consequently, still not open to the public.
These documents have been at the heart of controversy as researchers seek to settle debate over the role Pope Pius
XII played in saving Jews from the Holocaust.
Gary Krupp, president of the Pave the Way Foundation, said the research project is "extremely important."
"To date, most of the research done in this area has been selective in nature. By opening these documents up for
worldwide study, we hope to bring the truth of this controversial period to light," he said.
The foundation enlisted Israeli photographer Ardon Bar-Hama, whose work includes the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Codex
Vaticanus, in order to deliver the highest quality fully searchable digital images of the documents.
Elliot Hershberg, chairman of the Pave the Way board, observed, "We felt that it was necessary to open these records,
which are certainly not a substitute for the full opening of the war year archives. However, together with Pope Benedict
XVI's ordering of the opening of the Secret Archives up to 1939, we now have a clearer historical picture of the secret
actions of Pope Pius XII and his attitude towards the Jewish people, his hatred of Hitler, and his secret work to defeat
the Nazi regime."
--- --- --On the Net:
Documents: www.vatican.va/archive/atti-ufficiali-santa-sede/index_en.htm
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Vatican’s World War documents go online
Published Date: March 29, 2010
Tags: Vatican, Vatican documents, Vatican Web site, World War II
Historical Vatican documents, including material regarding the role of the
church during World War II, are now online and available for consultation
on the official Vatican Web site.
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Thousands of official Vatican acts recorded between 1865 and 2007 have
been scanned and uploaded to the Web site, reports Washington-based
Catholic News Service.
But the documents likely to arouse the most curiosity are contained in the
volumes of World War II-era documents compiled by four Jesuit scholars
beginning in the 1960s.
Today's Indian News

The volumes include material from the Vatican Secret Archives regarding
wartime Pope Pius XII, accused by some historians and Jewish groups of
not doing enough to save Jews from destruction by the Nazis.

'Fears over migration unwarranted'
Popular demand moves nun’s remains
Prayers remember Kolkata fire victims
Carmelite honored for healing works
Martyrdom status for Orissa victims
likely

In 1965 Pope Paul VI ordered the scholars to search the archives for
evidence to rebut claims about his predecessor’s allegedly negligent
conduct during the war. The claims were made by Rolf Hochhuth, a
German and author of a 1963 play called “The Deputy,” in which Pope Pius was depicted as a coward who did
not stand up to Adolf Hitler.
The scholars, led by U.S. Jesuit Father Robert Graham, gathered documents through 1981 that were published in
12 volumes under the title “Acts and Documents of the Holy See Relating to the Second World War.”
These volumes were digitized recently with the help of the Pave the Way Foundation, whose president, Gary
Krupp, seeks to redress what he says are serious misunderstandings about Pope Pius’ role during the war. Krupp
says the documents show that the pope did much to help Jews, acting often quietly behind the scenes to avoid
reprisals by the Nazis against Jews.
The published volumes do not make up the entirety of the Vatican collection of wartime material.
Scholars and Jewish groups have called on the Vatican to open the archives of that period for study. So far,
documents dating up to 1939 have been made accessible, but the Vatican has said the wartime documents will
not be available until at least 2013 after they are properly catalogued.
Vatican technicians scanned the other documents, noted as Official Acts of the Holy See from 1865 to 2007, a
Vatican spokesman said.
They are all available at www.vatican.va under the section Resource Library or on the icon of a stack of books
with the Latin words “Acta Apostolicae Sedis” and “Acta Sanctae Sedis.”
Source: Vatican puts historical documents, including some from WWII, online (CNS)
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Parsha Class - Passover

Tune Into 77WABC Sunday, March 21 at 8:00 p.m.
Englewood, N.J.—Tune into the Shmuley Show on 77WABC talk radio on Sunday, March 21 at
8:00 p.m. when Rabbi Shmuley will debate the potential canonization of Pope Pius XII with Gary
Krupp. Krupp, one of seven Jewish papal knights in history was dubbed by Pope John Paul II in
2000. A Jewish man who resides in Long Island, Krupp was recently the subject of a New York
Times article, (http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/08/nyregion/08pius.html?scp=1&
sq=gary%20krupp&st=cse). He admits to not being a historian however, after two years of
research, including reviewing secret documents that have recently been released by the Vatican,
he contends that there is evidence that shows Pope Pius helped the Jewish people. He sites
evidence that Pius created an “underground railroad” for Jews to escape, that the pope
successfully stopped the deportation of thousands of Jews out of Hungary, that he granted false
baptismal papers for Jews to travel as Catholics and sent Jews to the U.S. via the Dominican
Republic, amongst other items.

Rabbi Shmuley’s weekly Parsha Class call, for all to
listen in on and learn!
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legacy of the pope has been one of the major issues separating the Jewish and Catholic communities.
Pius, who had earned the praise of Jewish leaders after his death in 1958 but fell into posthumous
disfavor when Rolf Hochhuth’s 1963 play, “The Deputy,” depicted the former Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli
as an unfeeling diplomat-turned-pontiff, came to be seen as an anti-Semite, as a supporter of Nazi
Germany, as a powerful religious leader who impotently remained silent while the Jews of Europe were
being was murdered, as a pragmatic politician who put Vatican neutrality and Catholic interests before
the lives of threatened Jews. Cornwell’s book claims that “from an early stage in his career Pacelli
betrayed an undeniable antipathy toward the Jews.” Pius’ name “will always be linked with Hitler’s
persecution of the Jews,” Noel writes. While thousands of Jewish lives were unquestionably saved in
the Holocaust by ordinary Catholics, and by low-ranking clergy members, the current debate in Jewish
circles centers on the pope’s role: did Catholics act because of or despite Pius’ example, or with his
tacit approval? Enter the new books. “Much historical work since [the publication of ‘The Deputy’ has
shown positive aspects of Pius’ work,” British historian Martin Gilbert tells The Jewish Week in an
e-mail interview. He adds that he reserves judgment on the pope’s wartime actions pending “the full
opening of the Vatican wartime archives.” Cornwell says he has “reconsidered in a minor way the terms
in which I phrased the culpability of Pius XII during the war.” He has not, however, recanted his largely
critical opinion of the pope, he says. “He had an obligation to explain his silence and diplomatic
language with regard to the Holocaust after the war, when the pressures were lifted.” “There is no
evidence that the pope was an anti-Semite,” says Kurzman, author of “A Special Mission: Hitler’s Secret
Plot to Seize the Vatican and Kidnap Pope Pius XII” (Da Capo Press, 2007). “It’s not fair to say that he
was pro-Hitler. The facts are against it. He was a bitter enemy of Hitler.” Kurzman’s book, based on
decades of interviews and archival work, documents that Hitler, infuriated by what he saw as Pius’
unremitting sympathy for the victims of the Final Solution, ordered a Nazi officer, stationed in occupied
Italy late in the war, to storm the Vatican and take Pius hostage. The pope would probably have been
killed as part of the operation, the book suggests. Hitler eventually dropped the plan, to avoid the
inevitable storm of negative publicity, Kurzman says. “Hitler hated the pope,” he says. “Contrary to the
charges of critics, he was consistently anti-Nazi in words and actions, both before and after he became
pope” writes Sister Margherita Marchione, a zealous defender of Pius XII and professor emerita at
Fairleigh Dickinson University. “Pius XII spoke out many times against Nazi atrocities, without
mentioning names. But the whole world knew to whom he was referring.” The pope orchestrated
rescues of Jews in Slovakia, Poland and Turkey; helped a childhood friend escape to neutral
Switzerland and served as an intermediary between England and perpetrators of a German plot to
assassinate Hitler, his defenders say. They say Pius did not turn his back on European Jewry, but
publicly spoke against the Third Reich in often-coded terms, and clandestinely encouraged Catholic
institutions throughout the continent to help endangered Jews, while sheltering thousands of Italian
Jews in Rome’s Catholic institutions. In the hierarchal Catholic Church, none of the institutions would
open their doors to outsiders without the pope’s explicit instructions, Pius’ defenders say. “In a
remarkable interview given to ‘Inside the Vatican’ ... [Msgr. John Patrick] Carroll-Abbing,” the founder of
Boys’ Town and Girls’ Town of Italy who served in the Papal Household during WWII and participated in
rescue work, “recounted how the pope directly ordered him to save the Jews,” Rabbi Dalin writes. Tibor
Baranski, a seminary student in Budapest during the war who was honored by Yad Vashem for his role,
under the auspices of the Vatican ambassador to Hungary, in saving at least 3,000 Jewish lives, says
he saw at least two handwritten letters from the pope with directions to protect Jews. “This is not a
myth,” he says, adding that Papal Nuncio [Ambassador] Angelo Rotta reported Baranski’s activities to
the pope “at least twice a week.” “Pius sent a letter by hand to the bishops instructing them to open all
convents and monasteries throughout Italy so that they could become safe refuges for Jewish people,”
lawyer and author Ronald Rychlak writes in “Hitler, the War and the Pope” (Genesis Press, 2000). “All
available church buildings — including those in Vatican City — were put to use. Catholic hospitals were
ordered to admit as many Jewish patients as possible, even if their ailments were fictitious.” Pius
alluded to Jewish persecution in his speeches and publications, but did not identify the Nazis’ victims’
as Jews, in order to prevent an increase in reprisals, Rychlak and other scholars say. Many Jews
agreed with the pope’s approach, some scholars say. “All evidence shows that he believed his
approach would best serve Jewish victims of the Nazis,” Rychlak writes.Daniel Goldhagen, author of “A
Moral Reckoning: The Role of the Catholic Church in the Holocaust and its Unfulfilled Duty of Repair”
(Vintage Books, 2002), disagrees. “It is hard to defend the Church of this era as a moral institution, at
least with regard to Nazism and the Holocaust,” he writes. “The Church, the pope, the national
churches, bishops and priests generally failed during the Holocaust.” Pius “did not show courage,” says
Fred Rosenbaum, a San Francisco-based Jewish educator who spent a sabbatical year conducting
archival research in Rome about the pope. “The terrible tragedy of Pius was his inability to speak
clearly in defence of the Jews as the principal victims of the Nazis and his sincere belief that he had
said all that he could,” O’Shea writes. “While many Catholics believed there was a directive from Pius to
rescue and hide Jews, there is not one shred of written or oral evidence that points to any instructions.
To search for such evidence is akin to seeking a written command of Hitler to murder all the Jews of
Europe. It would be odd if such a document existed.” Among the most vocal critics of Pius are members
of the Italian Jewish community, who remain convinced that the pope failed to speak out when a
roundup of Rome’s Jews took place a few hundred yards from Pius’ Vatican window in October, 1943.
“Pio XII [the pope’s Italian name] is a huge issue for the Jews of Italy,” says Maurizio Molinari, a Rome
native and New York correspondent for Turin’s La Stampa newspaper. “Pio XII did very little, if nothing
at all. Anyone who lived in Rome at that time knows that, including my mother, my grandmother and
many, many others.” Wartime discussions in Church circles about dangerous life-saving operations
were usually verbal, defenders of Pius say; written communications were usually veiled in code, and
incriminating documents were burned. Until the record is clear, the canonization of Pius should be
shelved, say such voices as the Israeli government and the Anti-Defamation League. “I have been of
the opinion for a long time that the truth lies somewhere in between the extremes of complicity and
virtue,” says Rabbi David Rosen, international director of Interreligious Affairs of The American Jewish
Committee. The desire of some Jewish defenders of Pius to advance Jewish-Catholic relations skewers
their objectivity, Rosenbaum says. “I want to have better relations between Jews and Catholics,” he
says, adding, “I think it has to be based on truth and an honest examination of the facts.” Gary Krupp,
coordinator of next week’s Pius symposium in Rome, says Jewish critics of the pope risk damaging the
reputation of a man who saved “more Jewish lives” than any religious or political leader during World
War II. “This is something we should be ashamed of,” he says. Krupp, who was knighted by Pope John
Paul II in 2000, says he speaks in Pius’ defense for the sake of the Jewish community — to build
Catholic support for an increasingly isolated and vulnerable Israel. “This is for the Jewish people,” he
says. “This is for the State of Israel.” Vatican representatives may participate in the symposium, Krupp
says, but the Church is not involved in planning or supporting the event. “This is my responsibility,” he
says. “As a Jew, this is my obligation.”
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Wartime Pope’s Reappraisal New Battleground In Culture
War
Wednesday, September 10, 2008
by Steve Lipman
Staff Writer

A politically aware teenager in Queens in the 1960s, Gary Krupp shared the prevailing opinion of Pope
Pius XII, the controversial leader of the Roman Catholic Church during World War II. “I grew up hating
him,” Krupp says. Today, he is one of the pope’s most vocal defenders in the Jewish community. A
seminary student in England in his 20s, John Cornwell is at 68 a prominent journalist and historian in his
homeland, known for his criticism of Catholicism. His 1999 book, “Hitler’s Pope: The Secret History of
Pius XII,” depicted Pius as sympathetic to Nazi Germany and indifferent to the persecution of European
Jewry. Today, he says he may have overstated his original criticism of the pope. A rumor that has
circulated since World War II, but earned little credence among historians, is that the Third Reich
regarded Pius as sympathetic to the Jews and targeted him for a kidnapping, planning to take him
hostage during the Nazis’ occupation of the Vatican. Pius, according to this rumor, feared for his life and
declined to openly oppose the Final Solution. Today, says author Dan Kurzman, his research has
substantiated the kidnapping rumor, but he says the pope was neither an anti-Semite nor a coward.
Fifty years after Pius’ death and 45 years after the publication of the play that left a permanent black
mark on his legacy, the record of the man who is both proposed for sainthood and dismissed as a Nazi
accomplice is the subject of an ongoing debate among Jewish and Catholic scholars. The last few
years have seen the appearance of several books examining his wartime actions or inaction, and Pius
is emerging as a battleground in wider cultural and political wars.

(http://www.thejewishweek.com/ad/redirect/7511/t2356?url=node/3665)

The pope’s reputation is undergoing a re-examination in some circles, if not rehabilitation. In November,
the Vatican will host a conference that will emphasize the religious teachings of Pius, whose path to
being declared a saint is apparently on the slow track because of the controversy over his behavior
during World War II. The commemorations are designed to “clarify the complexity” of the pope’s career,
says Msgr. Salvatore Fisichella, rector of the Lateran University, cosponsor of the event. And Krupp,
founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, a New York-based independent, interfaith organization that
fosters closer relations between Judaism and Catholicism, will convene an international symposium in
Rome next week to study the pope’s actions in the Holocaust. “Examining the Papacy of Pius XII,” Sept.
15-18, will bring together some 130 scholars, including defenders and detractors of the pope, for the
first such major reappraisal of Vatican behavior from 1939 to 1945. “No matter how contentious this
subject may be,” frequently dividing Jews who consider Pius XII a villain and Catholics who describe
him as a hero, “we feel that we can help repair the rift by researching the truth and presenting our
results to those on both sides of the issue,” Krupp says. The symposium is the latest sign of an attitude
shift in Pius’ favor in recent years in parts of the Jewish community, mostly among scholars, as well as
neoconservatives and those working to improve ecumenical ties. Pius’ defenders point to the claim last
year by Ion Mihai Pacepa, a former Romanian intelligence officer who defected to the United States,
that “The Deputy” was part of a KGB-orchestrated plot to weaken the Catholic Church by discrediting
its wartime head. Other prominent Jewish defenders of the pope include Rabbi Daniel Lapin, president
of the interfaith Toward Tradition organization; Rabbi David Dalin, author of “The Myth of Hitler’s Pope:
How Pope Pius XII Rescued Jews from the Nazis” (Regnery Publishing, 2005); and columnists David
Klinghoffer and Don Feder. “When I started college in 1966, ‘The Deputy’ was required reading for
incoming freshmen,” Feder wrote in 2005. “The liberal establishment — which had long loathed the
Catholic Church for its positions on sexual morality — embraced this toxic fiction as revealed truth.” The
charges against Pius XII are part of a “black legend,” according to Andrea Tornielli, author of a recent
Italian biography of the pope. Many defenders of Pius, both Jews and Catholics, claim that his name
has been slandered, sometimes by critics who use him as a backhanded means to attack the
contemporary Church. This Kulturkampf is being fought mainly at the leadership level, by scholars and
theologians in the Jewish and Catholic communities. “For most Catholics, Pius is not an issue,” says
Australian writer Paul O’Shea, whose “A Cross Too Heavy: Politics and the Jews of Europe,
1917-1943” (Rosenberg Publishing), is being issued next month in this country. Pius’ reputation has
remained black “on the ‘Jewish street,’” says Steven Bayme, director of contemporary Jewish life at the
American Jewish Committee. For those who care, Pius’ record during the Holocaust offers fodder for
emotional, subjective, often ahistorical arguments, since the Vatican has not fully released its wartime
archive records that could more fully reveal the extent of the pope’s behavior and feelings. The debates
“sometimes have less to do with history and more to do with [advocates’] political agenda,” says
Holocaust historian Michael Berenbaum. “There’s no question that Pius’ legacy has been exploited and
tossed around as a way to further both liberal and conservative views of Catholicism,” says author and
social commentator Thane Rosenbaum. The overlap of Pius and contemporary politics is reflected by
the identity of some of the principal voices — among his defenders are Rabbi Lapin, whose Toward
Tradition organization fosters conservative, interfaith activities, and Regnery Publishing, which calls
itself “the nation’s leading conservative publisher”; among his most prominent critics are Cornwell, a
former seminary student in Great Britain who is frequently at odds with the contemporary
Church.Without firm documentation, Pius’ legacy during the war remains open to speculation, the
subject of books that appear in recent years with regularity. “I don’t think the record is going to be that
exonerating,” even if scholars gain full access to the archives, says Berenbaum. For decades, the
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Jewish papal knight comes to
defense of Pius XII
Originally published: March 8, 2010 9:43 PM
By BART JONES bart.jones@newsday.com

A decade ago, Long Beach resident Gary Krupp was knighted by Pope John Paul II, becoming
only the seventh Jewish papal knight in history.
Now, Krupp, who gained the honor mainly for helping to build an Italian hospital, is using his post and his
nonprofit foundation to wade into the controversy over Pope Pius XII.
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Pope Benedict XVI has helped stir the controversy by moving Pius toward sainthood, a move that has set off
protests among Jewish groups and critics who contend Pius did not do enough to denounce the Holocaust or
help Jews hide or escape.
Krupp disagrees, and believes the historical record shows that Pius, who was pope from 1939 to 1958, went
to extensive lengths to protect Jews.
He says the Vatican has made available to him and his researchers hundreds of documents from previously
closed files on Pius that describe his efforts during World War II.
The documents show "that he was not a Nazi sympathizer, that he hated Nazism far more than Communism.
He was not anti-Semitic," said Krupp, 62.
He added that Pius performed numerous acts "to save Jews and do positive things for the Jewish people."
Historians have questioned why Pius never publicly condemned the Holocaust and whether he indeed acted
to help save Jews. The Catholic Church says he worked behind the scenes to avoid retaliation from Nazi and
Italian fascist authorities.
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Krupp has come under attack from some historians who scoff at his credentials as a researcher and believe
the Vatican may be using him. He brushes the critiques off, and says he is merely unearthing - and
digitalizing - the documents so that bona fide historians can see them and clear Pius' name themselves.
He said he thinks some of the attacks come because his findings are contradicting previously held ideas
about Pius.
"We are attacked by scholars but not because what we are finding is not relevant . . . they criticize us for
looking," he said. "They should be cheering us."
Krupp, who heads the nonprofit Manhattan-based Pave the Way Foundation, dedicated to promoting
interreligious understanding, said he met personally with Pope John Paul II five times and with Benedict XVI
seven times since he became pope.
In 2008 he hosted a three-day conference on Pius XII near Rome that was attended by Benedict XVI.
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Pope Benedict XVI: Is Pius XII back on the fast track to sainthood? getty images
by Steve Lipman
Staff Writer

A cloud of suspicion will hover above the Bishop of Rome when he crosses the Tiber River to
visit Rome’s Great Synagogue next month.
Pope Benedict XVI’s planned visit on Jan. 17 to the synagogue — the second in history by the
leader of the Roman Catholic Church — will take place in the shadow of renewed controversy
over Pope Pius XII, the pontiff during World War II whose ambiguous record has soured
Jewish-Catholic relations for four decades.
Benedict XVI’s announcement last week that he decreed the “heroic virtues” of Pius XII, and of
John Paul II and 15 other Catholics, a step toward their eventual canonization as saints, has
deeply divided the Jewish community.
The move, say some participants in
interfaith dialogue, could be a
setback in ties between the Jewish
community and Catholics, and is
premature until the Vatican fully
opens archives that would reveal
that extent of Pius XII’s opposition to
the Third Reich’s murder of
European Jews.
But other Jewish leaders say
Benedict XVI’s decision to honor his
predecessor’s memory, which may
not necessarily put Pius XII on the
“fast track” to sainthood, is less
important to inter-religious relations
than the upcoming papal visit to the
synagogue.
While arguing that Jewish-Christian
relations remain strong, some scholars said the Vatican’s apparent placating of conservative
elements in the church, following the declining support for Israel among many liberal
Protestant churches, is a sign of the Jewish community’s weakening role in interfaith relations.
“We’re getting squeezed a little on both sides,” said Holocaust historian Michael Berenbaum.
Jewish leaders said they plan no steps against the recent papal action beyond issuing
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statements of protest.
“The symbolism of [Pope Benedict] going to the synagogue,” a visit that will feature the
participation of prominent Jewish representatives from Israel and the diaspora, “trumps
everything else,” said Abraham Foxman, national director of the Anti-Defamation League. “It
says to the church world that Judaism is viable,” said Foxman, who survived the Holocaust
because his Polish Catholic nanny hid him in her home.
Pope Benedict’s apparent fast-tracking of Pius XII’s road to sainthood follows two other
actions in the last two years that have drawn criticism in parts of the Jewish community — his
reinstatement of a Latin prayer that calls for the conversion of Jews to Catholicism, and his
lifting of the excommunication of Bishop Richard Williamson, an outspoken denier of the
Holocaust.
Foxman said the Vatican addressed Jewish concerns when the pope overturned Bishop
Williamson’s excommunication. Church spokesman later apologized. “They did listen. They did
reconsider,” Foxman said. “This papacy has shown that it does listen and it does correct
itself.”
According to Berenbaum, “Even if the Vatican makes [Pius XII] a saint, it will not cleanse his
record. We have found that individual Roman Catholics,” both members of the clergy and
members of the laity, “behaved better than the Vatican leadership” during the Shoah, he said.
Berenbaum said the Vatican’s behavior in rehabilitating both a Holocaust-denying bishop and
praising the record of a controversial pope are signs that the impact of the 1965 Second
Vatican Council, which helped remove centuries of Catholic hostility to Jews and Judaism,
might be reduced by a generation of Catholic leaders who grew up after Vatican II.
The current generation “probably has not embraced this [ecumenical] tradition,” he said.
“We’re entering an era in which [Jewish-Catholic relations] may suffer from benign neglect.”
Jonathan Sarna, professor of American Jewish history at Brandeis University, said, “I don’t
think [Benedict XVI’s recent action] is going to be a major problem.” While Pius XII’s behavior
during WWII “would not fit any Jew’s definition of sainthood,” the current controversy is simply
the latest step in the debate over the wartime pope, Sarna said.
Proponents of inter-religious dialogue remain optimistic about relations remaining strong, he
said, while Benedict XVI’s action will persuade critics of the Vatican that “Jewish-Christian
relations are not as high” on the Catholic Church’s “hierarchy” as they were for Pope
Benedict’s predecessor, John Paul II.
While liberal factions of Christianity, mostly Protestant, have become increasingly hostile to
Israel in recent years, support for the Jewish state has grown in Evangelical circles, in effect
replacing the loss, Sarna said.
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A member of the Italian Jewish community with close ties to the community leaders told The
Jewish Week that the papal visit is “at risk,” but a spokeswoman for Rome’s Chief Rabbi
Riccardo Di Segni said this week that the visit is still on.
The ADL and several other Jewish organizations here, in Israel, Italy and Germany criticized
Pope Benedict’s recent action as insensitive to Jewish feelings, while recognizing the church’s
primacy in determining whom it honors.
Pope Benedict’s decree about Pius XII’s “heroic virtues” was “a big mistake,” said Fred
Rosenbaum, a San Francisco-based Jewish educator who spent a recent sabbatical year
conducting archival research in Rome about Pius XII. “Most historians have come to the
conclusion that Pius XII was not a friend of the Jews. There is no solid evidence that he was
working behind the scenes” to save Jewish lives.
“The pope’s woeful inaction was due to his feelings that Nazism was the lesser of two evils,
compared to communism,” Rosenbaum said. “Any fair-minded person would come to the
conclusion that the pope was a bystander at best and is not qualified for sainthood.”
Benedict XVI will likely feel pressured to discuss — or explicitly defend — his recent action
during the synagogue visit, Rosenbaum said.
“This needs to be a front-and-center priority of every ecumenical meeting,” said Menachem
Rosensaft, World Jewish Congress general counsel.
\
Pope Benedict’s visit to the Rome synagogue will be his second to a Jewish house of worship
— in 2005 he visited a synagogue in Cologne, Germany. The pope’s predecessor, John Paul
II, visited the Rome synagogue in 1986, calling Jews “our beloved elder brothers.”
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“The response of Eugenio Pacelli [Pope Pius XII] to the policies of the National Socialist
regime — notably his failure to condemn publicly the genocide of the European Jews — has
long been the topic of debate and controversy,” according to a statement by the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum. “At the time of the Holocaust, questions about Pius XII’s public
silence were raised by Myron Taylor, the U.S. representative to the Vatican, and Taylor’s
assistant Harold Tittman, who requested that the Holy See speak out on the issue.”
Giuseppe Laras, president of the Association of Italian Rabbis, said he was saddened by Pope
Benedict’s action because Pius XII “did not shout out loud his outrage and his opposition to
the Shoah and against the extermination of people whose only crime was that of being
Jewish.”
However, Gary Krupp, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, a New York-based
independent nonsectarian organization that fosters closer relations between Judaism and
Catholicism, denied that the possible canonization of Pius XII will harm Jewish-Catholic ties,
and he said the eventual opening of the Vatican archives will “find only positive stuff” about
the pope’s conduct during the Holocaust.
Krupp, who is Jewish, said Pius XII enjoyed a stellar reputation among world Jewry until the
1963 publication of Rolf Hochhuth’s “The Deputy,” a play that depicted the pope as an
unfeeling diplomat-turned-pontiff who remained silent during the Final Solution.
Krupp, whose foundation is to publish a series of books on this subject next year, presented
his findings earlier this month to a group of students at Yeshiva University.
Benedict XVI is not speeding up the process to canonize Pius XII, Krupp said.
While a Vatican commission had voted two years ago in favor of proclaiming Pius XII’s “heroic
virtues,”
Pope Benedict called for further research, in effect delaying a decision. His decision last week
to approve the commission’s recommendation was a surprise to Jewish participants in
interfaith dialogue.
The process to declare Pope Pius a saint, which requires the proof of miracles attributed to
him, will still take several years.
“It doesn’t mean [Benedict XVI] is putting [Pius XII] on the fast track for canonization,” said
Rabbi David Rosen, the American Jewish Committee’s director of inter-religious affairs. He
said the statement about Pius XII’s “heroic virtues,” a matter of “atrocious timing” on the eve of
the synagogue visit, may be a concession to satisfy the conservative wing of the church that
holds Pius XII in high regard.
The pope’s act last week was certain to upset a large part of the Jewish community, the rabbi
said, but “it’s a price he’s willing to pay” in order to help unify the Catholic Church.
Rabbi Rosen stressed that most Catholic leaders “see themselves as friends of the Jewish
people,” but he repeated his call for the opening of the Church archives.
The Vatican has indicated that the 16 million documents from Pius XII’s pontificate, 1939-1958,
won’t be made public until at least 2014.
Only the opening of the sealed wartime archives, Jewish representatives stressed, could
definitively prove whether Pius XII turned a blind eye to Jewish suffering in the Holocaust or
clandestinely saved Jews.
World Jewish Congress President Ronald Lauder, in a prepared statement, called on the
Vatican “to immediately open all existing archives about the Pius era to international
researchers.”
“It is up to historians, on the base of reliable documents, to dispel the doubts that still surround
Pius XII,” said Tullia Zevi, president emeritus of the Italian Jewish Community.
Pope Benedict, like many Vatican officials, has said that Pius XII worked “secretly and silently”
to save Jews.
Benedict XVI is “rewriting history without having permitted a serious scientific discussion,” said
Stephan Kramer, general secretary of the Central Council of Jews in Germany.
The Vatican alone will determine when to open the archives, and has remained immune to the
Jewish community’s calls for the archive’s early opening, Foxman said. “They’re holding the
key to opening the archives.”
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Newbie

I have long considered Pope Pius to be one of Hitler’s enablers. Now I’m not so sure, given Gary
Krupps’ work, detailed in article below, and gut instinct.

Total Posts: 12

What’s the instinct based on? Simple, the Pope sits in the Vatican. Italy, which surrounds it, was a
significant Axis power. As Stalin asked, how many division did the Pope have at the time? While
Pope John Paul II turned out to have many “divisions” when it came to upending Communism in
Poland, he was not sitting in Poland or for that matter a Russian ally.

Joined 2010-01-09

[ Ignore ]

I think the Pope likely did what he could but I’m not totally convinced. Excerpts from New York Times
article below:

Wartime Pope Has a Huge Fan: A Jewish Knight (link)
But the more curious and complicated story is the transformation Mr. Krupp has undergone
since. With no previous training or special interest in history, he has emerged as the Vatican’s
most outspoken Jewish ally in a heated debate at the crux of tensions between Roman Catholic
and Jewish leaders and historians: whether Pope Pius XII, the pontiff during World War II, did as
much as he could have to save Jews from the Holocaust.
Mr. Krupp, 62, has raised enough money through the Pave the Way Foundation, a nonprofit
organization he founded in 2002, to travel the globe, hire researchers to scour historic
documents, sponsor a three-day symposium in Rome and publish four editions of a glossy,
illustrated volume of evidence supporting his view that Pius XII spared no effort to save the lives
of persecuted Jews.
He has pressed his case in a recent op-ed article for The New York Post, and in interviews with
conservative Catholic television programs and Web sites, which have cited him as an expert on
Pius.
*****************
The controversy over Pius’s wartime conduct had stalled his elevation for so many years that
Pope Benedict’s action shocked scholars on both sides of the debate. And while agreeing on little
else, some in both camps credit Mr. Krupp for breaking the logjam.
*****************
In a dispute decades long, the church has maintained that Pius XII supported efforts throughout
the war to hide Jews or help them escape, but worked behind the scenes to avoid retaliation
from Nazi and Italian Fascist authorities.
Holocaust scholars, who consider Pius, with his worldwide network of diplomats and clergy, to
be among the first world leaders to have grasped the scope of the Jewish persecution, have
asked why he did not condemn it publicly. But most consider that and other questions
unanswerable until the Vatican opens the complete archives of Pius’s papacy. Although a
selection of those papers has been published, the Vatican has kept most off limits to outside
researchers.
******************
Did you know Pius XII saved more than 860,000 Jews from the death camps? I mean, I never
knew that before. It’s character assassination — a shanda — that so many Jews say he was an
anti-Semite,” said Mr. Krupp, using a Yiddish word for disgrace.
The assessment of Mr. Krupp’s work among many scholars and leaders of long-established
Jewish organizations has been equally harsh.
Rabbi Eric J. Greenberg, associate director of interfaith affairs at the Anti-Defamation League,
called Mr. Krupp’s mission “a campaign of misinformation.”
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Professor Dwork said Mr. Krupp’s research was “amateurish, worse than amateurish — risible.”
More disturbing, she said, it seems to have emboldened some in the Vatican to push harder for
Pius XII’s canonization.
***************
“Listen to me: Pius XII was the greatest hero of World War II,” Mr. Krupp said recently. “He
saved more Jews than Roosevelt, Churchill and all the rest of them combined. We should not let
him be an issue between Catholics and Jews.”
He added: “And I predict this: Historians are never going to solve this whole problem. There will
always be questions.”
*****************
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The only institution worse at PR than Israel is the Catholic Church. Never in my life have I seen
such a formidable world power handle a crisis more catastrophically than how the Vatican is
handling the current scandal of pedophile priests. And the sad thing is that the weakening of the
Church in general, and this pope in particular, is bad all round. The Church does incalculable
good throughout the world with innumerable orphanages, schools, and hospitals. And for JewishCatholic relations Benedict has been a godsend (pardon the pun).
For most of its two thousand years the Catholic Church has been anti-Semitic, responsible for
horrific atrocities against Jews and others who branded heretics. But in the latter half of the
twentieth century the Church repented of its past due to the courage and spiritual integrity of
three special men: John XXIII, the greatest of all modern Popes, John Paul II, a leader of
extraordinary humanity and humility, and Joseph Ratzinger, the cerebral Cardinal largely
responsible for the theological underpinnings that served as John Paul’s foundation in reaching
out to the Jews. In the five short years of his pontificate Ratzinger, now Benedict XVI, has visited
Synagogues in Germany, New York, and Rome, not to mention his much-heralded visit to Israel
last year.
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Which begs the question why the Church would itself undermine this impressive record first with
Cardinal Sodano, dean of the College of Cardinals, comparing the attacks on Benedict to that of
Pius XII. Pius was the highly impious, amoral pontiff, who signed a Concordat with Hitler in 1933
and never once directly condemned Nazi anti-Semitism or the holocaust. In October, 1943, he
watched literally as the Jews of Rome were rounded up to be sent to Auschwitz and did not
publicly protest.
But rather than unnecessarily alienating the Jews by comparing the attacks on the Church over
pedophilia to anti-Semitism, as the Pope’s personal preacher Raniero Cantalamessa did in the
Pope’s presence, it would be wise for the Church to learn the following from their Jewish friends:
don’t be afraid to be fallible and human.
The principle difference between the Catholicism and Judaism is the former’s emphasis on the
perfection of Jesus and the infallibility of the Pope versus the latter’s insistence that no human is
divine and no Biblical figure is perfect. While people are not prepared to forgive the infractions of
the perfect, they are extremely understanding of the failings of humans when they apologize
sincerely for their failures and take full responsibility for their actions.
Later this month I am scheduled to meet the Pope through Gary Krupp, with whom I have
sparred over Pius’s legacy but who has since become a friend. I wish I could impress upon the
well-intentioned leader of the Catholic Church the need to come clean with the public. Face the
people and tell them how you never wished for any children to be harmed and it breaks your
heart to see how your inaction and obstruction may have led to more kids being violated. But you
made the colossal error of moving slowly and cautiously because you feared what public exposure
and the defrocking of criminal Priests would do to the reputation of the Church. You erred hugely
in putting the needs of an institution ahead of the safety of the individuals that institution is
meant to protect. Explain how you further erred by accepting the prevailing psychiatric opinion of
the time that pedophiles could be reformed through counseling and you thought that after
extreme therapy these Priests were cured. Admit you screwed up and ask forgiveness for your
failures. Human beings forgive the flaws of other human beings. But they don’t forgive gods.
Pledge the remainder of your days to helping heal the victims, making reasonable restitution,
and declare unequivocally that henceforth the Church will hand over all priests guilty of
molestation to the authorities for prosecution.
As the author of Kosher Sex, a pivot in the intersection between faith and sexuality, I would
counsel the Church to announce a conclave examining the effects, if any, of clerical vows of
celibacy on pedophilia in the clergy. Some would argue there is no connection. But few would
deny that an announcement of this magnitude by the Pope would demonstrate the seriousness
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with which he is addressing the issue and his preparedness to take unprecedented action to heal
the Church.
But the Pope is not the only one who needs to apologize. Many in the media have gone beyond
all reason in their attacks. Maureen Dowd, who is Catholic, offered the unbelievable comparison
of the Church’s refusal to ordain women or place them in positions of leadership with Saudi
Arabia’s human rights abuses of women. Are you kidding? The Saudis, in 2002, allowed 15 High
School girls to burn to death rather than run out of their smoldering school without a head
covering. Amnesty International accuses the Saudis of subjecting women to “arbitrary arrest…
torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; and the use of the death
penalty” for religious infractions, like meeting with men in public. Yakin Erturk, the United
Nations special representative on violence against women, visited Saudi Arabia and reported ‘the
domestic abuse [women] systematically encounter with little prospect of redress.’ She added
that the Muttawa, the Saudi religious police, are “responsible for serious human rights abuses in
harassing, threatening and arresting women who ‘deviate from accepted norms.” And then there
are the continued reports of female genital mutilation that is practiced in northern Saudi Arabia.
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And I thought it’s only we Jews who can be so self-hating.
The Western world suffers from an epidemic of materialism, divorce, broken families, and
celebrity obsession, the most effective antidote for which is more spirituality and a stronger
religious presence. The Catholic Church might be terrible at crisis management and the pope
may not be perfect. But what might emerge from this dark episode is a more transparent, more
accessible, and more sensitive Church which, in its humanity, might just begin to connect with
the eighty percent of lapsed Catholics who pay only lip-service to the Church throughout the
Western world.
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, founder of This World: The Values Network, has just published ‘The
Blessing of Enough.’ Folllow him on Twitter @Rabbishmuley.
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Foundation Continues Restoring Reputation of Pius XII
NEW YORK, APRIL 16, 2010 (Zenit.org).- An interreligious group trying to discover
the facts regarding Pope Pius XII and his efforts to help Jews during World War II
has announced the discovery of documents showing how the Church
excommunicated Catholics who joined the Nazis.
The New-York based Pave the Way Foundation said that its representative Michael
Hesemann found a large series of documents from 1930 to 1933.
The documents indicate that any Catholic who joined the Nazi party, wore the
uniform or flew the swastika flag would no longer be able to receive the sacraments.
This policy set three years before Hitler was elected chancellor made clear that the
teachings of the Church were incompatible with Nazi ideology.
The documents clearly show an ideological war between the Catholic Church and
National Socialism already in the pre-war decade," Hesemann explained. "The
German bishops and the Roman Curia considered the Nazi doctrine not only as
incompatible with the Christian faith, but also as hostile to the Church and
dangerous to human morals, even more than Communism."
Among the documents is a handwritten letter from a leading member of the Nazis,
Hermann Goering, requesting a meeting with Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (the future
Pius XII), which was flatly refused.
There are also documents asking for a removal of the excommunication, which was
also denied.
Gary Krupp, president of Pave the Way, characterized these documents as "very
significant."
"Michael Hesemann has been diligent in researching the open archives and has
been discovering new important documents with every visit," he said. "His research
tells a very different story of Eugenio Pacelli or Pope Pius XII than is commonly
known."
When asked why this information is not currently known by many historians, Pave
the Way chairman Elliot Hershberg noted that "according to the archives sign-in
sheets, most of these historians and scholars have simply not come to the open
archives to research 65% of Pacellis ministry.
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Archives show Church excommunicated Nazis
Foundation Continues
Restoring Reputation of
Pius XII
NEW YORK, APRIL 16,
2010 (Zenit.org).- An
interreligious group
trying to discover the
facts regarding Pope Pius
XII and his efforts to
help Jews during World
War II has announced
the discovery of
documents showing how
the Church
excommunicated
Catholics who joined the
Nazis.
The New-York based
Pave the Way
Foundation said that its
representative Michael
Hesemann found a large
series of documents
from 1930 to 1933.
The documents indicate that any Catholic who joined the Nazi party,
wore the uniform or flew the swastika flag would no longer be able to
receive the sacraments.
This policy set three years before Hitler was elected chancellor made
clear that the teachings of the Church were incompatible with Nazi
ideology.
“The documents clearly show an ideological war between the Catholic
Church and National Socialism already in the pre-war decade,"
Hesemann explained. "The German bishops and the Roman Curia
considered the Nazi doctrine not only as incompatible with the
Christian faith, but also as hostile to the Church and dangerous to
human morals, even more than Communism."
Among the documents is a handwritten letter from a leading member of
the Nazis, Hermann Goering, requesting a meeting with Cardinal
Eugenio Pacelli (the future Pius XII), which was flatly refused.
There are also documents asking for a removal of the excommunication,
which was also denied.
Gary Krupp, president of Pave the Way, characterized these documents
as "very significant."
"Michael Hesemann has been diligent in researching the open archives
and has been discovering new important documents with every visit,"
he said. "His research tells a very different story of Eugenio Pacelli or
Pope Pius XII than is commonly known."
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Foundation Continues Restoring Reputation of Pius XII
NEW YORK, APRIL 16, 2010 (Zenit.org).- An interreligious group trying to discover
the facts regarding Pope Pius XII and his efforts to help Jews during World War II
has announced the discovery of documents showing how the Church
excommunicated Catholics who joined the Nazis.
The New-York based Pave the Way Foundation said that its representative Michael
Hesemann found a large series of documents from 1930 to 1933.
The documents indicate that any Catholic who joined the Nazi party, wore the
uniform or flew the swastika flag would no longer be able to receive the sacraments.
This policy set three years before Hitler was elected chancellor made clear that the
teachings of the Church were incompatible with Nazi ideology.
The documents clearly show an ideological war between the Catholic Church and
National Socialism already in the pre-war decade," Hesemann explained. "The
German bishops and the Roman Curia considered the Nazi doctrine not only as
incompatible with the Christian faith, but also as hostile to the Church and
dangerous to human morals, even more than Communism."
Among the documents is a handwritten letter from a leading member of the Nazis,
Hermann Goering, requesting a meeting with Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (the future
Pius XII), which was flatly refused.
There are also documents asking for a removal of the excommunication, which was
also denied.
Gary Krupp, president of Pave the Way, characterized these documents as "very
significant."
"Michael Hesemann has been diligent in researching the open archives and has
been discovering new important documents with every visit," he said. "His research
tells a very different story of Eugenio Pacelli or Pope Pius XII than is commonly
known."
When asked why this information is not currently known by many historians, Pave
the Way chairman Elliot Hershberg noted that "according to the archives sign-in
sheets, most of these historians and scholars have simply not come to the open
archives to research 65% of Pacellis ministry.
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Excommunicating the Nazis
April 19, 2010 by joyfulpapist
Zenit – the Rome-based news agency – pointed me to some interesting documents unearthed by the Pave the Way
Foundation.
Its representative Michael Hesemann found a large series of documents from 1930 to 1933.The documents
indicate that any Catholic who joined the Nazi party, wore the uniform or flew the swastika flag would no longer
be able to receive the sacraments.
This policy set three years before Hitler was elected chancellor made clear that the teachings of the Church
were incompatible with Nazi ideology.
“The documents clearly show an ideological war between the Catholic Church and National Socialism already in
the pre-war decade,” Hesemann explained. “The German bishops and the Roman Curia considered the Nazi
doctrine not only as incompatible with the Christian faith, but also as hostile to the Church and dangerous to
human morals, even more than Communism.”
Among the documents is a handwritten letter from a leading member of the Nazis, Hermann Goering, requesting
a meeting with Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (the future Pius XII), which was flatly refused.
There are also documents asking for a removal of the excommunication, which was also denied.
The Pave the Way Foundation is a non-sectarian public trust dedicated to removing obstacles to religious understanding.
From their website, you can access documents and videos – vast quantities of them. These include interviews with survivors,
documents from the Vatican Archives, newspaper clippings from the time, interviews with KGB agents who acknowledge
their part in developing (in the 1960s) a myth about Pope Pius’ role etc etc etc.
Truth does not become more true by virtue of the fact that the entire world agrees with it, nor less so even if the
whole world disagrees with it. Moreh Nevuchim
Posted in In the news | Tagged Excommunication, Hitler, Hitler's Pope, Nazis, Pope Pius XII | No Comments Yet
Comments RSS
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NEW YORK, APRIL 16, 2010 (Zenit.org).- An interreligious group trying to discover the facts
regarding Pope Pius XII and his efforts to help Jews during World War II has announced the
discovery of documents showing how the Church excommunicated Catholics who joined the
Nazis.
The New-York based Pave the Way Foundation said that its representative Michael Hesemann
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“The documents clearly show an ideological war between the Catholic Church and National
Socialism already in the pre-war decade," Hesemann explained. "The German bishops and the
Roman Curia considered the Nazi doctrine not only as incompatible with the Christian faith, but
also as hostile to the Church and dangerous to human morals, even more than Communism."
Among the documents is a handwritten letter from a leading member of the Nazis, Hermann
Goering, requesting a meeting with Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (the future Pius XII), which was
flatly refused.
There are also documents asking for a removal of the excommunication, which was also denied.
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disobedience creates a schism. Such an effort requires strength and a clear vision of the goal that may be
achieved. This work must be admired rather than criticized.
While addressing the terrible crimes of sexual abuse, Pope Benedict XVI has been implacable in his
condemnation and his demands for justice. Here we see his efforts to root out these crimes worldwide. His
committed efforts have been unfettered by the firestorm of a merciless media, whose goals seem to be
only to sensationalize and to advance their anti-religion agenda.
Mindful of these highlights of the papacy of Pope Benedict XVI, one must observe that it is always easy to
condemn the hard work of those who seek to end hatred and mediate differences. My advice is to look at
the achievable goals that these works will bring before criticizing the efforts.
May G-d grant Pope Benedict XVI many more years of health and success in bringing his most important
work to fruition.
Gary Krupp is president of the Pave the Way Foundation, an interreligious organization dedicated to
fostering unity among the world’s religions.

About This Series
Now more than ever, we need to be reminded of what a Pope is. On the rock of Peter our Church is built.
To him and his successors — Christ’s vicars — have been entrusted the keys of the Kingdom of heaven.
Christ prayed for him that his faith might not fail, that he might strengthen his brethren.
The untold story right now in the media is how much God has worked through Pope Benedict XVI in his
first five years as Pope. That’s why we began to commission short essays to honor him for his anniversary
just a few weeks ago.
As the media tries in vain to pin the lion’s share of the blame for the developing abuse scandal on him,
those essays are now taking on a meaning and depth we couldn’t have imagined. We’re fortunate to have
this man leading us, and these tributes tell why.
We hope you enjoy reading them as much as we did.
— The Editors
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Pope Benedict XVI in English –Weekley General
Audience

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As the Year for Priests draws to its close, I would like to devote today’s
catechesis to the example of two remarkable priests of the nineteenth century
associated with the Italian city of Turin. Saint Leonard Murialdo, the founder of
the Congregation of Saint Joseph, devoted his life to the education and pastoral
care of disadvantaged young people. He saw his priestly vocation as a gracious
gift of God’s love, to be received with gratitude, joy and love. Imbued with a
powerful sense of the Lord’s mercy, he encouraged his confreres to unite
contemplation and apostolic zeal, and to confirm their preaching by the
example of their lives. Saint Joseph Cottolengo, who lived a generation before
Saint Leonard, was another outstanding apostle of charity. Early in his
priesthood, after a dramatic encounter with human suffering, he founded the
“Little Home of Divine Providence”, involving scores of people – priests,
religious and laity alike – in a great charitable outreach which continues today.
May the example of these two great priests, outstanding for their love of God
and their devotion to Christ and the Church, continue to inspire and sustain the
many priests today who generously devote their lives to God and to the service
of our brothers and sisters in need.* * *I offer a most cordial welcome to the
ecumenical delegations from the Lutheran Church of Norway and from the
Church of England. My warm greeting also goes to the group of Jewish leaders
visiting the Vatican with the Pave the Way Foundation. Upon all the Englishspeaking visitors and pilgrims present at today’s Audience, especially those
from England, Scotland, Norway, Indonesia and the United States of America I
invoke Almighty God’s blessings of joy and peace!
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Rabbi Shmuley Off to Visit Pope Benedict
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach is taking a Jewish delegation to visit Pope Benedict in Rome, with the
visit with the Pope planned for Wednesday, April 28. Those traveling with Shmuley include David
Victor, Chairman of the Board for AIPAC. Shmuley will be looking at secret documents that are
related to Pope Pius XII and his pontification. Additionally, he plans to raise with the Pope Jews
and Catholic’s joining together to create a National Family Dinner Night, part of This World: The
Values Network signature initiative, Turn Friday Night Into Family Night,
http://www.fridayisfamily.com.
The trip was arranged by Shmuley’s friend, Jewish Papal Knight Gary Krupp, who arranged for
Shmuley to visit the Vatican earlier this month to view documents connected to Pope Pius XII and
his pontification. Shmuley and Krupp will be part of a Pope Pius XII Debate event on May 26 in
New York City. For more information visit Shmuley.com.
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Pius defenders gathered to answer questions
about Pope Pius XII

Email:

Go

BY SARAH DELANEY - CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, 28 APRIL 2010

Defenders of Pope Pius XII gathered in Rome to answer a list of questions about his
actions in the face of Nazi persecution of Jews in Europe during World War II, an
organizer of the event said.
Gary Krupp, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, a nondenominational organization
that seeks to improve interfaith relations, said a panel of five experts on the wartime
period met April 26-27. The object of the videotaped meeting was to answer 47 questions
about the Catholic Church and World War II that had been posed but never officially
answered by a Catholic-Jewish commission disbanded about 10 years ago.
Krupp said the experts enlisted were Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel, a top promoter of the
canonization cause of Pope Pius; Ronald J. Rychlak, professor of law and associate dean
at the University of Mississippi, and the author of two books on Pope Pius' wartime role;
Matteo Luigi Napolitano, an Italian associate history professor at the University of Molise
and a Pope Pius biographer; Andrea Tornielli, who covers the Vatican for an Italian daily
and a Pope Pius biographer; and Michael Hesemann, a German author of several books
about the church, including one defending Pope Pius' wartime record.
Krupp, an American Jew, has maintained that Pope Pius has been unfairly judged by
Jewish groups and some historians who say that he did not speak out forcefully to try to
stop Adolf Hitler's persecution of Jews. Krupp joins many Catholics who say the pope did
all he could behind the scenes to try to save Jewish lives and that a direct confrontation
would have provoked worse reprisals against Jews.
Krupp supports Pope Pius' sainthood cause. Pope Benedict XVI recently declared the
wartime pope venerable, one of the first steps toward sainthood, a move that angered
many Jewish groups who say that Pope Pius' role remains ambiguous and that it should
be studied before the cause goes further.
The questions addressed by the panel originated with a joint commission of scholars
formed in 1999 by the Vatican and the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultation to study the issue of Pope Pius and the Jews during the war. After
examining published materials for a year, the commission suspended its work amid
controversy over access to still-closed Vatican archives from that period.
Krupp said he would make the nine hours of recorded material available on DVD and on
his foundation's website.
He and four other Jewish figures who had been present during the taping of the panel's
discussions spoke briefly with Pope Benedict at the end of the weekly papal audience in
St. Peter's Square April 28.
They also met with German Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, Krupp said. They discussed an interfaith effort to promote a
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Catholics and Jews Renew Dialogue on Pius XII
By Jesús Colina
VATICAN CITY, APRIL 29, 2010 (Zenit.org).- Catholic and Jewish representatives have re-launched a dialogue,
interrupted in 2001, on the figure of Pope Pius XII and his relationship with the people of Israel, particularly during
the Holocaust.
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At the end of Wednesday's general audience Benedict XVI greeted representatives who are in Rome for a meeting
organized by the Pave the Way Foundation.
The founder of this organization, New York Jew Gary Krupp, explained to ZENIT that the audience with the Pope
was attended by rabbis and representatives of Jewish communities from the United States, Israel, Australia and
Switzerland "who wished to stand in solidarity shoulder to shoulder with the Catholic Church and the Holy Father"
during "the attacks against the Church and His Holiness by an over-zealous media."
The meeting, which continued with the questions that the International Catholic-Jewish Historical intended to
address in 2001, had an academic character with the participation of several rabbis, but was not an official
representation.
The commission was originally appointed in 1999 by the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews,
and consisted of three Jewish and three Catholic scholars.
They reviewed the Vatican documents concerning Pope Pius XII and submitted a report in 2000 with 47 questions
regarding the Holy See's response to the Holocaust.

Think & Learn
Education
Environment
Islam Facts
Pope

However, due to disagreement and conflicting viewpoints, the group was disbanded in 2001.
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Now, in a two-day debate session that began April 23, answers were given to those 47 questions posed in 2000.
Those who responded to the questions were Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel, historian and relator to the cause of
beatification of Pius XII; Matteo Napolitano, professor of the history of international relations (University of Molise,
Italy); Andrea Tornielli, Vatican expert from the daily "Il Giornale;" Ronald Rychlak, law professor at Mississippi
State University; and Michael Hesemann, German historian and writer.
All the answers were fully recorded by H2O News and will be given to the Yad Vashem Commission, the Holocaust
Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority, and will be available on the Pave the Way Foundation Web site.
Initiatives
Krupp reported to ZENIT: "We also discussed the Holy See endorsing a family-based initiative of dedicating Friday
night dinner with the family. Here two hours will be dedicated to the children. Rabbi Shmuley Boteach and Pave
the Way Foundation are promoting this initiative dedicated to the family."
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At the Papal audience David Victor, the chairman of AIPAC, an American Israeli organization, spoke to the Holy
Father and asked him to issue remarks condemning the Iranian regime's denial of the Holocaust and its efforts to
develop an atomic bomb. The Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, declared, during a 2005 speech, that Israel
must be "wiped off the map."
The representatives also met with Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, which oversees the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews.
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In that meeting, Krupp spoke about the loud and dedicated condemnation of Adolf Hitler and National Socialism by
Pope Pius XII from the very beginning, noting that it should serve as an example of how the Holy See can respond to
a modern day Hitler.
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Krupp concluded, "This was a very important day in Rome for our group."
--- --- --On the Net:
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A RABBI AND A POPE

A Rabbi from Cheshire in Connecticut in the United States by the name of Eric
A. Silver tells us how he changed opinion regarding the alleged silence of Pope
Pius XII thanks to the "Pave the Way Foundation:
“My opinion was that Pope Pius was terribly guilty of the sin of silence at the
very best and perhaps even of some complicity at the very worst”.

Q. What did you base this idea on?
“This is the sort of common knowledge that goes through the Jewish
Community. I had read ‘The Deputy’ when it first came out, by Rolf Hochhuth,
and Cornwell’s ‘Hitler’s Pope’ and I was not impressed”. “Then my Wife and I
went to Rome to participate in a symposium, several gruelling days of pouring
over documents, of eye-witness testimony of hearing eye-witness interviews,
of meeting eye-witnesses, and at the end of the time I said there is nobody on
this planet who did more to rescue the Jews of Europe, than Poe Pius XII”.

Q: So you trashed your previous reading then?
“First the Deputy; Rolf Hochhuth the author was an East German communist,
who was under the guidance and the employment of the KGB. Cornwell’s book,
‘Hitler’s Pope’ is a total fabrication. There is no-one more worthy than Pius XII
to stand at the right hand of God…I truly believe that this man was one of the
giant’s of the twentieth century, one of my hero’s.
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Q: So now when you dialogue with fellow Jews, what do you tell them?
“I try to tell them the truth. I tell them to look at the evidence. I tell them
about the origins of ‘The Deputy’, I tell them about the obvious flaws in
Cornwell’s book, starting with the digitally doctored photograph on the cover
and then I point out that Cornwell has since repudiated almost everything that
he wrote in there. And then we come to the very question of ‘Well why was
Pius silent?’ and I say, was he really silent? Do you mean , he did not make a
public denunciation of Hitler in the way that Roosevelt did. He denounced Hitler
in the most unequivocal terms, but then again Roosevelt was in Washington,
hundreds of miles away from the nearest German soldier, it was pretty safe for
him to say anything he liked. Pius was a scant few metres from the nearest

http://www.radiovaticana.org/en1/Articolo.asp?c=375874
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German soldiers, who had weapons aimed into his chambers. Then there are
those who would say, ‘So he was afraid for his life’ – not in the slightest. I am
absolutely convinced that Pius had not the slightest fear for his own life. He
was afraid however that if he made any statement that would infuriate Hitler, it
would cause significant loss of life among innocent people. Jews would be
rounded up. And we saw what happened when the bishop of Utrecht in Holland
spoke out against the round up of the Jews, the persecution accelerated the
numbers of people that were rounded up increased. And I think they learned a
lesson from this that you didn’t shame Hitler you simply infuriated him and he
would respond by saying, okay, we will give you more of this’.

Listen to the full interview
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Catholics and Jews Renew Dialogue on Pius XII
By Jesús Colina
VATICAN CITY, APRIL 29, 2010 (Zenit.org).- Catholic and Jewish representatives have re-launched a dialogue,
interrupted in 2001, on the figure of Pope Pius XII and his relationship with the people of Israel, particularly
during the Holocaust.
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At the end of Wednesday's general audience Benedict XVI greeted representatives who are in Rome for a
meeting organized by the Pave the Way Foundation.
The founder of this organization, New York Jew Gary Krupp, explained to ZENIT that the audience with the
Pope was attended by rabbis and representatives of Jewish communities from the United States, Israel,
Australia and Switzerland "who wished to stand in solidarity shoulder to shoulder with the Catholic Church and
the Holy Father" during "the attacks against the Church and His Holiness by an over-zealous media."
The meeting, which continued with the questions that the International Catholic-Jewish Historical intended to
address in 2001, had an academic character with the participation of several rabbis, but was not an official
representation.
The commission was originally appointed in 1999 by the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the
Jews, and consisted of three Jewish and three Catholic scholars.
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They reviewed the Vatican documents concerning Pope Pius XII and submitted a report in 2000 with 47
questions regarding the Holy See's response to the Holocaust.
However, due to disagreement and conflicting viewpoints, the group was disbanded in 2001.
Now, in a two-day debate session that began April 23, answers were given to those 47 questions posed in 2000.
Those who responded to the questions were Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel, historian and relator to the cause of
beatification of Pius XII; Matteo Napolitano, professor of the history of international relations (University of
Molise, Italy); Andrea Tornielli, Vatican expert from the daily "Il Giornale;" Ronald Rychlak, law professor at
Mississippi State University; and Michael Hesemann, German historian and writer.
All the answers were fully recorded by H2O News and will be given to the Yad Vashem Commission, the
Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority, and will be available on the Pave the Way Foundation
Web site.
Initiatives
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Krupp reported to ZENIT: "We also discussed the Holy See endorsing a family-based initiative of dedicating
Friday night dinner with the family. Here two hours will be dedicated to the children. Rabbi Shmuley Boteach
and Pave the Way Foundation are promoting this initiative dedicated to the family."
At the Papal audience David Victor, the chairman of AIPAC, an American Israeli organization, spoke to the Holy
Father and asked him to issue remarks condemning the Iranian regime's denial of the Holocaust and its efforts
to develop an atomic bomb. The Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, declared, during a 2005 speech,
that Israel must be "wiped off the map."
The representatives also met with Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, which oversees the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews.
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In that meeting, Krupp spoke about the loud and dedicated condemnation of Adolf Hitler and National Socialism
by Pope Pius XII from the very beginning, noting that it should serve as an example of how the Holy See can
respond to a modern day Hitler.
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Krupp concluded, "This was a very important day in Rome for our group."
--- --- --On the Net:
Pave the Way Foundation: http://www.ptwf.org
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Today's Catholic
Pius defenders try to answer questions about Pope Pius XII
Posted in Uncategorized by satodayscatholic on April 29, 2010

Defenders of Pope Pius XII gathered in Rome to answer a list of questions about his actions in the face of Nazi
persecution of Jews in Europe during World War II, an organizer of the event said.
Gary Krupp, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, a nondenominational organization that seeks to improve
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interfaith relations, said a panel of five experts on the wartime period met April 26-27. The object of the videotaped
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Krupp said the experts enlisted were Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel, a top promoter of the canonization cause of Pope

The Search
search site archives

Pius; Ronald J. Rychlak, professor of law and associate dean at the University of Mississippi, and the author of two
books on Pope Pius’ wartime role; Matteo Luigi Napolitano, an Italian associate history professor at the University of
Molise and a Pope Pius biographer; Andrea Tornielli, who covers the Vatican for an Italian daily and a Pope Pius
biographer; and Michael Hesemann, a German author of several books about the church, including one defending
Pope Pius’ wartime record.
Krupp, an American Jew, has maintained that Pope Pius has been unfairly judged by Jewish groups and some
historians who say that he did not speak out forcefully to try to stop Adolf Hitler’s persecution of Jews. Krupp joins
many Catholics who say the pope did all he could behind the scenes to try to save Jewish lives and that a direct
confrontation would have provoked worse reprisals against Jews.
Krupp supports Pope Pius’ sainthood cause. Pope Benedict XVI recently declared the wartime pope venerable, one of
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He and four other Jewish figures who had been present during the taping of the panel’s discussions spoke briefly with
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Pope Benedict at the end of the weekly papal audience in St. Peter’s Square April 28.
They also met with German Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity, Krupp said. They discussed an interfaith effort to promote a tradition of families eating together on Friday
night, he said. They also expressed their fear of a nuclear Iran and Iran’s hostile attitude toward Israel, Krupp said.
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peoplehood. But given a choice, I would readily forego the White House Manischewitz in exchange for
an end to the bitter herbs the President is dishing out to Israel. Publicly shunning the Israeli Prime
Minister and privately berating him is not going to be forgiven because of gefilte fish and matza balls.
You want to show American Jewry some respect, Mr. President, then stop treating the elected leader
of the Jewish state like Pharaoh.

I received my own lesson this week about how to treat those with whom you sharply disagree. I was in
Italy to promote the Italian translation of my book The Michael Jackson Tapes. Gary Krupp, the New
York-based Jewish papal knight of whom I had been sharply critical for defending Pius XII, went out of
his way to arrange for me to be invited to the Vatican to see documents relating to Pius' pontificate.
When I arrived, just one week before good Friday, although the Vatican was under siege with
international press reports of pedophile priests, Monsignor Livio Poloniato, who works in the Cardinal
Secretary of State's office, gave me hours of his time to show me around. Here I was, an unrelenting
critic for over a decade of a Pope whom the Holy See is seeking to canonize. Yet, the high-ranking
Priests I met could not have been friendlier. From Msgr. Fortunatus Nwachukwu, who is Chief of
Vatican Protocol, to American members of the curia who have lived away from home for twenty years,
everyone I met showed kindness and warmth. The visit did not change my view of Pius XII, whom I
continue to view as guilty of the foremost moral omission of the twentieth century in refusing to even
once speak out against the holocaust. But it did get me thinking.

As I walked the streets of Rome over the Sabbath, I contrasted the warm welcome accorded a leading
Papal critic with that of President Obama's disdainful treatment of the democratically-elected leader of
the Jewish State, Binyamin Netanyahu. If the reports are true and President Obama got up and left in
middle of his meeting with Netanyahu at the White House, derisively telling him he was going to have
dinner with his family and telling the Prime Minister to 'get back to me if you have anything new,' then
as an American I am ashamed of our President's behavior. As a Jew I am scandalized by his
contempt. Yes, having dinner with your kids is very important and constitutes the main objective
behind my national 'Turn Friday Night Into Family Night' initiative. But to use your kids as an excuse to
treat a guest like garbage is repellant and constitutes a terrible lesson to the children.

And all this because the President so readily dismisses the Jewish insistence on holding on to a
capitol we established three thousand years ago and have prayed to return to thrice daily ever since
the Romans forcibly ejected us in the year 70.

There was a time, not long ago, when, while disagreeing with many of the President's policies, I found
him inspiring. Here was a man who never had the love of a father who overcame immense obstacles
to emerge temperate, committed to the common good, and a devoted husband and father. As a lover
of great oratory I was moved the President's eloquence and passion. I penned a much-circulated
column praising his decision to stop using the name Barrie and return to his given name, Barack. I
wrote that all Jews - who so often hide their identities by changing their names - should learn pride
from our President.
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Sadly, I am now beginning to question Obama's very character. Am I to look up to a President who
treats Netanyahu like a Mexican cartel kingpin, refusing to greet him publicly, share a press
conference, or even take a single picture with him? Is our president ignorant of basic manners?
Perhaps we should be grateful that the President even allowed Netanyahu into the country. Since the
Arabs are famously celebrated for their hospitality, perhaps on his next meeting with King Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia President Obama can skip the bow and inquire instead as to how to treat a guest.

Remember the way the President treated the Dalai Lama this past February? Fearing upsetting the
bullying Chinese, Obama similarly refused to publicly greet a fellow Nobel Peace laureate whom the
world regards as its foremost humanitarian. No pictures, no press conference, no public welcome. To
cap it off, he made the leader of Tibet leave through a staff kitchen entrance that was strewn with giant
bags of garbage.

All this reinforces my growing suspicion that President Obama not only lacks a commitment to a moral
foreign policy that champions freedom and democracy, but, when you cross him, even a commitment
to basic courtesy. Cross the man and all that charm turns to ice.

I hope that as the President reads the words of the Haggadah this year he will focus on the very last
line of the evening. It's just four words, easy to remember, and it's something the Jews have been
saying six hundreds years before Islam came into existence. "Next year in Jerusalem."

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach is the founder of This World: The Values Network. He has just published
'The Blessing of Enough: Rejecting Material Greed, Embracing Spiritual Hunger. www.shmuley.com
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My Meeting with Pope Benedict
Wednesday April 28, 2010

Categories: Culture, Politics, Values
I had my meeting with the Pope today at his Wednesday audience. Let me first give you an idea of the
setting.
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There were approximately fifteen thousand people from all over the world gathered in St. Peter's
Square speaking an untold number of languages. The sun shone very brightly. The day was perfect.
The Pope arrived in his pope-mobile to great excitement and fanfare. His vehicle was open-top. I
assumed they didn't need the protective bubble that has become so iconic on TV because there was
security screening for each person present. As the Pope drove among the crowd they shouted 'Viva
Papa - Long live the Pope.' There seemed to be genuine affection and excitement among the Catholic
pilgrims who had gathered from all over the world.

The pope drove up the incline and arrived in front of St. Peter's Basilica. The people who were there to
meet him sat on both sides of his dais. There were clergymen from all over the world: Cardinals,
Bishops, and priests from the Catholic Church. I sat next to three Anglican Bishops from the UK. With
me was my friend Gary Krupp, head of the Pave the Way Foundation, who had arranged the visit and
several of his officers.
The Pope read greetings in five languages and an American priest welcomed our group publicly from
the Pope's dais. The Pope waved to us.
When the formal ceremony, lasting about two hours ended, the Pope came off his dais and moved
along the receiving line to greet us. Gary introduced me to the Pope warmly with my formal titles. I
gave the Pope a special gift we had gotten for him. It was a beautiful dual-time Phillip Stein watch. The
Pope lit up when he saw it and said, "Look, it has two faces on it," which, as it happened, was the
perfect introduction for me to share the issues I had prepared. I said, "Pope Benedict, it's an honor to
meet you. This watch has the times of Rome and Jerusalem on it, signifying the eternal friendship
between our two faiths. I also hope that when you wear it the future of the Jew people will always be
on your mind, as Israel struggles with existential threats, like Iran, who threaten to wipe it off the map.
You're voice against these threats is essential, your holiness."
He said 'Yes,' nodding his head in agreement, and I continued.
"In addition, Your holiness, the dual clock face is a symbol of my request that you please join us in
establishing a global family dinner night which we call, 'Turn Friday Night into Family Night.' It involves
what we call the triple two. Two hours of uninterrupted time that parents give their kids, inviting two
guests, just as I am your guest today, and discussing two important subjects."
While I said this Pope Benedict again nodded.
I concluded, 'Your holiness, it's so important that our two religions work together on this.' He said
warmly, 'We will work together. We will work together.' He held my hand while we spoke. The watch
we gave the Pope as a gift has special resonance because the owner, Will Stein, is an orthodox
German who converted to Judaism.
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I had invited my close friends David Victor, Chairman of the Board of AIPAC, and Rodney Adler, to the
meeting with the Pope. Rodney emphasized to the Pope the importance of partnering with me on
creating an international family dinner night and how much he believed in the idea. The Pope again
warmly agreed. David then respectfully, but firmly, pressed the Pope on the need to address the Iran
crisis, 'a regime which denies the Holocaust and threatens to destroy Israel and is building nuclear
weapons.' The Pope said, "I have spoken about it and will continue to."
As soon as the meeting was over, I was granted another meeting with Cardinal Walter Casper,
President of the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity.' Gary introduced me to the Cardinal and made a
strong pitch for the importance of the worldwide Church partnering with us to create our international
family dinner initiative. The Cardinal, a very pleasant priest from Germany who has been close friends
with Pope Benedict for forty years, strongly endorsed the idea and related his memories of family
dinners with his own parents.
I made the case to the Cardinal that the pedophile priest scandal has many influential American
commentators skewering the Church for being an all-boys club, seemingly anti-family. It was essential,
I argued, that the Church recapture its reputation as one of the world's foremost champions of the
family. He agreed emphatically and said he agreed that the Church should partner with us.
My friend David Victor then again brought up the threat that Iran poses to Israel. The Cardinal said
that Iran's nuclear program is a threat to the world. He asked David to write to him and Cardinal
Bertone, the Cardinal Secretary of State, with suggestions of what could be done.
It was an exciting day. Five of my nine children were with me, as well as both my parents.
I'll share more later, G-d willing.
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach is founder of This World: The Values Network. On May 14th he will publish his
major work on Jewish values, Renewal: A Guide to the Values-Filled Life. www.shmuley.com

---------------------------------*Follow Shmuley on TWITTER! http://www.twitter.com/RabbiShmuley
*Shmuley's on Facebook! http://tinyurl.com/facebook-shmuley
*Buy Rabbi Shmuley's newest book THE KOSHER SUTRA at http://tinyurl.com/koshersutra
*Join the national "Turn Friday Night Into Family Night" initiative. Go to www.FridayisFamily.com.
*See Shmuley on the web at www.Shmuley.com
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http://www.characters-with-character.com/blog/
Rabbi,
What a splendid account of meeting with the Holy Father. You may know of him by another
title,,, "The Servant of the servants." I look forward to reading your Guide to the Vaules Filled
Life. In the meantime you maybe interested in reading one of my recent posts below.
Michael

Exodus, E Pluribus Unum and an American story
Saturday, April 24, 2010 at 02:32PM
In reading America's Prophet… Moses and the American Story by Bruce Feiler, I am reminded
there are many lesson which every American history teacher should know, not the least of
which is how prominently the Judeo part of our Graeco-Roman-Judeo-Christian Culture is and
should be celebrated by all Americans. The quotation on the face of the Liberty Bell is from
Leviticus, words which God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai: “Proclaim liberty throughout all the
land unto all the inhabitants thereof.” It is fitting that the law of Sinai hangs in the bell tower
where the Declaration of Independence was signed. Providence has indeed favored our
undertakings... “Annuit Coeptis.”
Click to read more ...
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Religion’s Summer of Discontent
By Shmuley Boteach

Word on the street
is that the bomb
placed in Times
Square, near the
headquarters of
Viacom, which
owns Comedy
Central, may be in
response to a
South Park episode
that portrayed the
prophet
Muhammad in a
bear costume. If
Shmuley Boteach with the Pope.
true, and some
fanatical Muslims
believe that people ought to die because of a couple of jokes on a TV show,
then it’s another nail in the coffin of the public’s respect for the usefulness
of religion.
Indeed, this is religion’s summer of discontent. Humankind’s most powerful
impulse, to approach the divine, is being undermined by the
directionlessness of today’s great faiths. From ongoing violence in the
name of Islam, which is the most serious of all modern religious sins, to
priestly pedophilia, to the evangelical fixation on gay marriage to the near
exclusion of everything else, to Judaism’s impotence in purging materialism
from its community, mainstream religion is being discredited, becoming
increasingly irrelevant to the lives of modern men and women.

ADVANCED
SEARCH

The main reason for the deterioration of modern faith is not its sins of
commission, but its sins of omission. People can forgive scandal in religion
so long as, the rest of the time, religion guides and inspires them. But
secular people today see religion’s main goal today as self-perpetuation,
more concerned with its timeless institutions than with the pressing needs
of its flock.
Last week I met with Pope Benedict in Rome after his Wednesday audience,
arranged by Gary Krupp of the Pave the Way Foundation. The substance of
the meeting received significant media play because of what I asked of the
Pope. In essence, I pressed the pontiff, who graciously received me, to join
in creating a global family dinner night on Fridays, something we have
already begun with our ‘Turn Friday Night Into Family Night’ initiative. I
presented the Pope with a dual-time Phillip Stein watch and told him it was
set to the time zones of Rome and Jerusalem, signifying my desire to have
him focus on Israel and the threat the Jewish people face from Iran who,
with openly seek to wipe Israel off the map. And second, the dual clock face
is symbolic of my request that he take the lead in our global campaign by
calling upon all the world’s parents to give their children two uninterrupted
hours every Friday night, inviting two guests, and discussing two important
subjects with their children.
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He nodded his assent and repeated twice, ‘We will work together.’

When the papal meeting was over we met with Walter Cardinal Casper,
President of the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity. I continued my pitch,
now with the Cardinal, for the importance of the worldwide Church
partnering with us to create an international family dinner night. The
Cardinal, a close friend of Pope Benedict for more than forty years, strongly
endorsed the idea and related his memories of family dinners with his own
parents.
I made the case to the Cardinal that the pedophile priest scandal had
significantly undermined the Church’s standing as a champion of family.
Many influential American commentators were now skewering the Church
for being an all-boys club, run by men who do not marry and who had, in
the imagination of some, been prepared to sacrifice the welfare of children
in order to protect the reputation of the Church. What better way to
reverse this perception than to use the full power and reputation of the
Church to address children’s core needs, namely, receiving the love and
attention of parents.
Would this not be a new and positive narrative of the Catholic Church as a
champion of family, giving productive and useful advice as to how to
reinvigorate the parent-child bond?
There are two kinds of children. One who receives time and love from their
parent as a gift, and the other who receives it, if at all, as something that
must be earned. The former grows up steady and sturdy like a cedar,
fortified by the ongoing validation given to him by doting parents. The
other becomes a crowd-pleaser, riddled with insecurities, always feeling
that there is nothing especially worthy about him and that he needs to
perform and produce in order to become special. I asked the Cardinal to
help us populate the world with the first kind of child.
Within the Vatican hierarchy I encountered priests who were all-too-eager
to discuss the current controversies facing the Church and who understood
the need for the Church to re-emerge as a global champion of family. With
the Church operating the world’s largest network of schools, hospitals, and
orphanages, it is crucial that it also reach everyday mothers and fathers
who are struggling to raise purposeful children in a world that celebrates
narcissism and fame.
For many people religion offers ritual but no wisdom, dogma but practically
no self-help. And all the splendors of the Vatican will not save the Church
from being anything other than a wonderful tourist destination if it doesn’t
take the initiative and teach people to master life.
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The irrelevance of modern religion is something being felt worldwide.
Europeans especially have no time for religion. Secular Israelis feel the
same. Religion for them is a form of OCD, forever concerned with
meaningless minutiae while life’s larger issues remain unaddressed. In
Israel religion is viewed as a parasite, living off the hard work of the
secular people who built the state. Religion is the Yeshiva which teaches
meaningless texts while refusing to serve in the army.
But if religion is inevitably destined to be consigned by modern Westerners
to the ranks of the useless, then why are sophisticated and highly educated
people turning in their tens of millions to the Dalai Lama as their hero? It
remains a striking phenomenon that people who work on Wall Street and
go to Harvard believe in a man who dresses in a sheet and believes he is
the incarnation of earlier spiritual teachers. The reason: the Dalai Lama
addresses modernity’s greatest problem. We’re sinking in a morass of
materialism that is suffocating our spirit and he shows you the way out.
The Pope has the largest microphone to the world and with it the greatest
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opportunity to heal marriages which are struggling to remain intact and
children who are in pain over lovelessness and neglect. An international
family dinner night would be a huge step toward religion becoming vital
again and toward the Catholic Church being seen in its true light, as a faith
that is focused on protecting children and cherishing family.
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach is founder of This World: The Values Network. On
May 14th he will publish Renewal: A Guide to the Values-Filled Life. Go
towww.fridayisfamily.com to sign up your family as part of a global dinner
initiative.
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My meeting with the pope

I

audience last week. It was an exciting day. Five
hadmya meeting
with were
the pope
his as
Wednesday
of
nine children
with atme,
well as
both of my parents.
First, let me describe the setting. There were
approximately 15,000 people from all over the world in
St. Peter'sSquare, speaking an untold number of
languages. The sun shone brightly. The day was perfect.
The pope arrived in his open-top "pope-mobile"
to
great fanfare. I assumed they didn't need the
protective bubble because each person present had
been screened.
As the pope was driven among the crowd,
people shouted, " Viva Papa" (Long live the pope).
There seemed to be genuine affection among the
Catholic pilgrims.
The pope was driven up the incline and arrived in
front of St. Peter's Basilica.The people there to meet him
sat on both sides of his dais. There were clergymen:
cardinals, bishops and priests. I sat next to three
Anglican bishops from the UK. With me was my friend
-Gary Krupp, head of the Pave the Way Foundation (who
had arranged the visit), and several of his officers.
The pope read greetings in five languages, and an
American priest welcomed our group from the
pope's dais. The pope waived to us.
When the formal ceremony - which lasted about two
hours - ended, the pope moved along the receiving
line to greet us. Gary introduced me warmly, using my
formal titles. I gave the pope a special gift we had
gotten for him: a beautiful dual-time Phillip Stein
watch. It has special resonance because the owner, Will
Stein, is an Orthodox German convert to judaism. The
pope lit up when he saw it and said, "Look, it has two
faces on it," which, as it happened, was the perfect
introduction for me.
I said, "Pope Benedict, it's an honor to meet you.
This watch has the times of Rome and jerusalem on
it, signifying the eternal friendship between our two
faiths. I also hope that whenever you wear it, the

emphasized the importance of partnering with me to
create an international family-dinner night and how much
he believed in the idea. The pope again warmly agreed.
David then respectfully but firmly pressed the pope
on the need to address the Iran crisis - "a regime
which denies the Holocaust, threatens to destroy
Israel and is building nuclear weapons."
The pope replied: "1 have spoken about it, and will
continue to do so."
As soon as the meeting was over, I was granted
another meeting with Cardinal Walter Casper,
president of the Pontifical Council for Christian
Unity. Gary introduced me and made a strong pitch
for the importance of partnering with us to further
our international family-dinner initiative. The
cardinal, a pleasant priest from Germany who has
RABBI SHMULEY BOTEACH meets Pope Benedict XVI
been friends with Pope Benedict for 40 years,
at the Vatican last week. (Courtesy)
strongly endorsed the idea and related memories of
family dinners with his own parents.
future of the jewish people will be on your mind, as
I made the case to the cardinal that the pedophileIsrael struggles with existential threats such as Iran,
priest scandal has many influential American
which threatens to wipe it off the map. Your voice
commentators skewering the Church for being an
against these threats is essential, your holiness."
all-boys' club, and thus seemingly
He said "Yes," nodding so I
continued.
anti-family.
It was essential, I argued, that the
"In addition, the dual face is a
It was essential, I
Church recapture its reputation as a
symbol of my request that you join us
champion of the family. He agreed
in establishing a global family-dinner
argued, that the
emphatically, and said he agreed that
night which we call, 'Turn Friday Night
Church recapture its
the Church should partner with us.
into Family Night.' It involves what we
David Victor then again brought
call the triple two: Two hours of
reputation as one of
up the threat Iran poses to Israel.
uninterrupted time that parents give
the foremost
The cardinal said Iran's nuclear
their kids, inviting two guests, just as I
program is a threat to the world. He
am your guest today, and discussing
champions of
asked David to write to him and
two important subjects."
the family
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, the
While I said this, Pope Benedict
Vatican secretary of state, with
again nodded.
suggestions of what could be done.
I concluded, "Your holiness, it's so
important that our two religions work together on
I hope to share more in my next column.
this."
The writer is the international best-selling author of 23
He replied warmly: "We will work together. We will
books, winner of the Times of London Preacher of the Year f
work together," and held my hand.
award and winner of the American Jewish Press
Association's highest award for exce/lehcein commentary.
I HAD invited my close friends David Victor, chairman of
AIPAC,and Rodney Adler, to the meeting. Rodney
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Pio XII a Roosevelt:. «Accetta la resa di Badoglio»
Una nota segreta racconta la telefonata tra il Vaticano e Washington chefavon la capitolazione
Andrea Tornielli

P

che i tedeschi occupassero Roma, chiedeva a Roosevelt di fare
io
XII era
«spaventato»
dall'idea
«ponti
d' oro»
all'Italia del
maresciallo Badoglio perche si svincolasse
dall' alleanza conla Germania e ilVaticano in quell' epoca era considerato dagli
uomini di Hitler un centro internazionaIe di «spionaggio antinazista». E quanto
emerge da un documento rintracciato
negli archivi americani di College Park
(dove sono conservate Ie carte della Segreteria di Stato Usa) dalla ricercatrice
Michaela Sapio dell'universita del Molise, presentato durante i due giorni di lavori di una commissione di studio ebraico-cristiana su Papa Pacelli, che si sono

LuigiNapolitano, docente di Storia delle
relazioni internazionali all'universita G.
Marconi di Roma, che ha presentato alIa
commissione il documento, dice al Giornale: «Lanota conferma quanto gia sapevamo dalle carte dei servizi segreti Usa in
merito all' orientamento antinazista di
PioXIL IlPapaera capo di uno Statoneutrale, ma non era imparziale, stava dalla
parte degli Alleati».
Gia da diversi anni sono noti e pubblicati molti altri documenti che attestano
la scelta fatta dal Pontefice fin dall'inizio
della Seconda guerra mondiale: e infatti
attestato che Pio XII in persona fece da
tramite, ne11940, tra alcuni cospiratori
tedeschi decisi ad abbattere Hitler e il governo Inglese. Di questo, e di molto altro,
sie parlato durante ilavori dell a commis-

ritiene fra l' altro che il Papa, spaventato
dall'idea di una eventuale occupazione
di Roma da parte delle truppe tedesche e
particolarmente delle SS,abbiaimplora"
to il suo amico Roosevelt di far ponti
d' oro all'Italia affinche essa abbia la pace e condizioni accettabili e possa cosl
svincolarsi dai tedeschi».
<<1 tedeschi
aRoma - conclude lanotasembrano pili che mai insospettitinei riguardi della politica vaticana e ribadiscono la loro convinzione che ilVaticano sia
una centrale internazionale dello spionaggio antinazista edell' agitazione antitedesca». Ancora una volta, dunque, Ie
carte d' archivio contribuiscono a ricostruire la complessita di quel periodo e a
smentire la tesi che dipinge Pacelli come
un Pontefice arnico dei nazisti. Matteo

CONTRO HITLER

PAURE I tedeschi ritenevano
]aCuria un covo di spie
e un centro di potere.
avvetso al regime nazista
svolti vicino al Vaticano. La nota, scritta
in Italiano ma priva di firm a, porta una
data significativa, quella del2 settembre
1943, il giorno prima <;hefosse firmato
l' armistizio tra il governo Badoglio e gli
Alleati, poireso notol'8settembre. Siparla di «colloquio telefonico duranto 24 minuti» che Pio XII avrebbe avuto il31 agosto con ilpresidente americano Franklin
Delano Roosevelt. Dalla durata del colloquio, silegge nel documento, <d giornalisti esteri deducono che si puo trattare di
argomenti urgenti e importantissimi. Si
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Ecco iI documento inedito
datato 2 settembre 1943
ritrovato a Washington.
«Alia stampa estera aRoma
corre la voce che nella
giornata del 31 agosto il
Papa ha avuto un colloquio
telefonico durato 24 minuti
con Roosevelt. (...) I
tedeschi aRoma sembrano
pili che mai insospettiti nei
riguardi delia politica
vatican a e ribadiscono la
lara convinzione che iI
Vaticano sia una centrale
internazionale delIa
spionaggio antinazista e
dell'agitazione
antitedesca».

!-"._

<:~it:

J':

t1'3.

::;-9:;'~,~

tant.i~::;';';;'1, 31. r::'';l.';r,,o. frio ~'1.1.:-::'{ ::rH:':"~ fbfa. s;;,a.\'~:';.ttl.t-O a.2.••Ufo. ~','I!!r!t£t1::'~~:C:C.l~z.i
cr.~,.::. '?,,:ul do ~a.r':(' 3.£1;"'1

1·1dl!:'~1.1
'tru.p;.e

ted,r.:$C:-.t!

.:11 eu.c

UIrl.l-¢C

con:v:ulz1otJe

del.io

i:

<-pa.rHcc1o.r:;.e:.<:.ed(>l::'e

Roo~H'\'(:l~

;;,he

d:l.

far ;?nti

5'3:. a,l:;1a

d' crt> ull'

i:::..p:ol'? ':-)

!tal:n

p;!:

tL'"

i1~Va;.i:.';l;, •.. 91:.1 ';,n~ ct!,.t.:'ul •.. :..••t(:r:~1J.z:¢.,,~~.,;.,~

3¢..Ol<.ti.€Bio d:1~l:ic:.~l8;&

e:'

,!(;'::'·&,.~i:.a2ior.c

fl..'1tlt~.i<;'·1;1~"'"

sione di studio, promossa dallaPave The
Way Foundation, che ha base a New
York ed e presieduta da Gary Krupp,
ebreo americano impegnato da anni nella ricerca documentaria sulla Shoah e il
ruolo delIa Chiesa. La commissione ha
presentato delle risposte a 47 quesiti suI
ruolo del Vaticano e di Pio XII, predispo-,
sti nel2000 da unc;tprecedente commissione mista ebraico-cristiana, i cuilavori
erano stati interrotti. Oltre a Krupp, erano presenti ilrab binD americano Eric Silver e l'israeliano Yshai Ben Mordechai,
mentre a proporre documenti e risposte
sono sta!i, oltre al gia citato Napolitano,
__ padre Piher Gumpel, gia relatore delIa
causa di beatificazione di Pio XII, insie.me al professor Ronald Rychlak e alIo studioso Michael Hesemann.
«Da un decennio si andava ripetendo
che ilVaticano non aveva mai risposto ai
farnosi 47 quesiti - ha spiegato Gary
Krupp - e cosl abbiamo voluto cercare Ie
risposte e offrire tutta la documentazionepossibile», Anche Pave The Way Foundation, come ilVaticano, ha reso disponibili online con un buon motore di ricerca
tuttii 12volumi diAtti e documentirelativi alIa Santa Sede durante la guerra che
erano stati pubblicati pervolere di Paolo
VI in risposta alIe polemiche sui «silenzi» di Pio XII, senza aspettare l' apertura
degli archivi. Attualmente sonG disponibili per gli studiosi nell' Archivio segreto
vaticano tutti I documenti sul pontificato diPioXI. Quelli del suo success ore Pacelli - 14 milioni difogli - saranno visibili, ha confermato padre Gumpel, nel gir.o
di 5 anni. «Ilavori si sono svolti in un clima cordiale. Siarno riusciti a presentare
sotto la correttaluce molti passaggi storici discussi, contribuendo a demolire alcune polemiche strumentali sulla figura
di Pio XII».
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El Vaticano ha anunciado la publicación gratuita y de acceso un niversal en su web, de
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todas las actas oficiales desde mediados del siglo XIX hasta 2007. Entre los documentos
digitalizados se encuentran unos 5.000 relativos a la II Guerra Mundial y, por tanto, a la
acción de Pío XII en favor de la comunidad judía perseguda por los nazis.
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La Santa Sede ha anunciado la publicación de importantes documentos pontificios de este

13

1

630
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Posts

siglo, especialmente los referidos a la segunda guerra mundial, digitalizados y disponibles
a través de internet. Estos documentos son las Acta Sanctae Sedis (ASS) y las Acta
Apostolicae Sedis (AAS), es decir, las Actas oficiales de la Santa Sede y las Sedes
Apostólicas desde 1865 hasta 2007, así como los doce tomos de la colección «Actas y
Documentos de la Santa iglesia relativos a la Segunda Guerra Mundial».

About this Amplify
A place for members of this group to share
interesting things they find on the web.

«Se trata de un fondo de documentación de incalculable valor puesto ahora a disposición
de los expertos y de todas las personas interesadas. Una gran contribución para la
investigación y la información sobre la Santa Sede, su historia y su actividad», afirma un
comunicado.
La publicación en Internet de los documentos oficiales relativos a la Segunda Guerra
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Mundial, que ya existía en formato físico desde 1981, fue solicitada por la Pave the Way
Foundation (PTWF), que se dedica a trabajar para «quitar los obstáculos» que impiden el

Maroc - Expulsion de 23 étrangers accusé...

diálogo entre las religiones.
Santa Rita de Cássia, viúva, religiosa, ...

El pasado 11 de febrero, la Pave the Way Foundation agradecía «a la Secretaría de Estado y
a la Librería Editora Vaticana su confianza en nosotros al permitirnos este privilegio sin

Santa Quitéria, virgem, mártir, séc. II
Visit nadadistoenovo.amplify.com

precedentes».
En un nuevo comunicado al que ha tenido acceso ZENIT, la PTWF explica que el trabajo de

Luís Cardoso is following

digitalización ha sido llevado adelante gracias a uno de los mejores fotógrafos digitales del

Francisco

mundo, el israelí Ardon Bar-Hama. Bar-Hama es muy conocido por haber llevado a cabo la

Follow

digitalización de los Rollos del Mar Muerto y el Codex Vaticanus, entre otros trabajos. Gary
Krupp, presidente de la Fundación, manifiesta el orgullo de la institución a la que
representa «por haber ayudado a hacer posible esta extremadamente importante
investigación».

What we're reading about
«Hasta la fecha, mucha de la investigación realizada en este área ha sido selectiva por
naturaleza. Abriendo estos documentos para su estudio en todo el mundo, esperamos
llevar a la luz la verdad sobre este controvertido periodo».

aborted abortion article attack catholic catholic

church christian church evangelho fribourg
homosexuality hospital islamic israel jerusal

jihadist melilla mundo muslim muslims nasceu
Precisamente, esta institución ha trabajado muchos años en la investigación sobre las
actuaciones del papa Pío XII hacia los judíos durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial, ya que la
imagen de este papado era «fuente de fricción e incomprensión que afecta a más de mil
millones de personas en todo el mundo».

officials oposi portugal preacher

que

quotidiano religious russia school sident tiago
menor

La colección «Actas y Documentos de la Santa Iglesia relativos a la Segunda Guerra
Mundial» consiste en unas 9.000 páginas que recogen 5.125 documentos, una pequeña
parte de la documentación sobre esta época contenida en el Archivo Secreto Vaticano
(alrededor de 16 millones de documentos) que aún no se han terminado de catalogar.
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Según Elliot Hershberg, presidente de la Junta de PTWF «sentíamos que era necesario
abrir estos archivos, los cuales ciertamente no son un sustituto de la plena apertura de los
archivos de los años de la guerra. Sin embargo, junto con la orden del Papa Benedicto XVI
de abrir los Archivos Secretos hasta 1939, ahora tenemos un cuadro histórico más claro de
las acciones secretas del papa Pío XII y su actitud hacia el pueblo judío, su aversión a
Hitler, y su secreto trabajo para derrotar al régimen nazi».
La colección es accesible, sin coste alguno, en la página oficial de la Santa Sede, en el
enlace Acta Santae Sedis.
Read more at www.religionenlibertad.com

To leave a comment:

Tags: documentos, los, santa sede, segunda guerra mundial, way foundation
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Vatican observer mission to coordinate Michelangelo event at
UN headquarters
New York City, N.Y., May 23, 2010 / 06:19 pm (EWTN News)
Related news:
New Vatican blog aims to expand reach
of Church news

Share |

The Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See will help
coordinate an upcoming event at the United Nations in New
York focusing on the Vatican works of the renowned artist
Michelangelo.

Along with an art society and the Pave the Way Foundation,
the Permanent Observer Mission will host “An Afternoon with Michelangelo: Splendors of the Sistine
and Pauline Chapels in the Vatican Apostolic Palace,” at the U.N. Headquarters on June 14.
Art historians Dr. Eric Hansen and Professor Elizabeth Glendon Lev will speak on the artist's most
significant works, having spent hours of observation and research in the two papal chapels. Dr.
Hansen,who currently works in Vatican with the Prefecture of the Papal Household, and Prof. Lev,
who serves as a consultant to the Patrons of the Vatican Museums, will divide their lecture into three
sections.

VIDEOS

Using recent images, the two will present on the Sistine Chapel followed by the Pauline Chapel, both
with discussion opportunities, and then conclude with final observations. A reception at Church of the
Holy Family, the United Nations parish, in New York City will follow.
Share |
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NEW YORK, May 25, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The Pave the Way Foundation has initiated a document
retrieval project to reveal as much information and as many testimonies as possible regarding
the papacy of Pope Pius XII, the World War II Pontiff, in order to break the academic "log jam"
caused by the lack of publicly available information.
New findings have revealed documents and testimony, which clearly show that on Oct. 16,
1943, it was the intentional lack of a public denunciation by Pope Pius XII against the arrest of
the Roman Jews, which saved their lives and enabled their rescue.
We have a signed 1972 deposition of General Karl Wolff, SS commander for Italy and deputy to
Heinrich Himmler, which states that in September 1943 Adolf Hitler ordered him to develop a
plan to invade the Vatican, kidnap the Pope, seize the Vatican assets, and kill the Roman Curia.
This plan was to be carried out immediately.
General Wolff knew that if this invasion were executed, massive riots throughout Europe would
ensue, resulting in a military disaster to the German war effort. General Wolff stated that he
was successful in convincing Hitler to delay the invasion. This view of a potential military
disaster was shared by the military governor of Rome, Major General Rainer Stahel, and
German ambassador to the Holy See, Ernst von Weizsäcker.
Pius XII learned of the invasion plan, and likewise believed that the result would be massive
riots potentially killing thousands of innocent people and that the Vatican’s neutrality would be
breached, thereby enabling German forces to enter all Vatican properties. Handwritten minutes
exist, which state that on Sept. 6, 1943, Pius XII secretly called the cardinals together to tell
them the Vatican would be invaded and he would be taken to the north and probably killed.
The cardinals were to be prepared to leave for a neutral country immediately, upon the invasion
of Vatican territory.
He also signed a letter of resignation, and placed it in his desk. He instructed the cardinals to
form a government in exile and to elect a new Pope once they were safe. We have a
handwritten letter from the secretary of state ordering the Swiss Guard not to resist invading
German forces with firepower, and numerous documents detailing how they were to protect the
Vatican Library and museum contents.
Throughout this period, von Weizsäcker sent deceptive positive messages about the Pope to
Berlin to calm Hitler, not to justify an order to invade. Some critics of Pius XII have erroneously
based their theories of papal complicity and collaboration on these intentionally misleading
cables -- what von Weizsäcker’s lieutenant, Albrecht von Kessel, later called "tactical lies."
We have additional testimony from Lieutenant Nikolaus Kunkel, a German officer from the
headquarters of the military governor of Rome, which corroborates documented evidence and
testimony of exactly how Pius XII directly saved the Roman Jewish community and that they
were expecting the invasion order from Berlin any day.
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When the early morning arrests began Oct. 16, 1943, Pius XII was alerted to this by Princess
Enza Pignatelli Aragona Cortes. He immediately took multiple steps to force the Germans to
stop the arrests. He summoned the Vatican secretary of state, Cardinal Maglione, and
instructed him to launch a vehement protest against the arrests. Cardinal Maglione warned von
Weizsacker that same morning, that the Pope could not remain silent as they arrested the Jews
under his very windows, in his own diocese. Pius XII then sent his nephew, Carlo Pacelli, to
meet with a German sympathizer, Bishop Alois Hudal, to instruct him to write a letter to his
German contacts to immediately stop the arrests.

http://www.zenit.org/article-29380?l=english
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[ more information ]

This too proved ineffective. Pius XII's last effort, the most successful, was to send his close
confidant, Salvatorian Superior General Father Pankratius Pfeiffer, to meet directly with the
military governor of Rome, General Stahel. Father Pfeiffer warned Stahel that the Pope was
going to launch a loud and public protest against these arrests if they were not stopped. Fear
that this public protest would result in Hitler's ordering the invasion of the Vatican prompted
Stahel to act.
General Stahel immediately telephoned Heinrich Himmler, and fabricated military grounds to
stop the arrests. Trusting Stahel's assessment, Himmler advised Hitler to stop the arrests. The
order to stop the arrests was issued at noon on Oct. 16, resulting in its implementation by 2
p.m. on the day they began.
This sequence of events was independently confirmed by General Dietrich Beelitz, the liaison
officer with Field Marshal Albert Kesselring’s office and Hitler’s command. Beelitz personally
heard the Stahel-Himmler conversation. When Stahel’s deception later became known,
Himmler punished General Stahel by sending him to the Eastern front.
It was known that the Vatican was infiltrated with spies. The Pope could only send trusted
priests and confidants throughout Rome and Italy with verbal and written papal orders to lift
cloister, allowing men and women to enter Catholic convents and monasteries, and ordered all
ecclesiastical institutions to hide the Jews wherever they could.
According to famed British historian Sir Martin Gilbert, the Vatican hid thousands of Jews in
literally one day (See supporting documents here and here). Once hidden, the Vatican
continued to feed and support their Jewish “guests” until Rome’s liberation on June 4, 1944.
Documents from Berlin and the Eichmann Trial in Israel also show that the 8,000 Roman Jews
that were to be arrested were not supposed to go to Auschwitz, but were to be sent to the work
camp at Mauthausen and held as hostages. This order was later countermanded by persons
unknown and 1,007 Jews were sent to Auschwitz to their death. Sadly only 17 survived. While
there are those who repeatedly criticize Pius XII for not saving the 1,007, they remain
completely silent on his direct actions, which saved this 3,000 year old Jewish community of
Rome.
It was recently discovered, in the American archives, that the allies had broken the German
codes and knew almost a week in advance of the intended arrests of the Roman Jews. The allies
decided not to warn the Romans since this might alert the Germans to this intelligence breach.
This “military decision” left Pope Pius XII alone, without advance notice, to try to end the
arrests.
When speaking of Pope Pius XII, the foremost Jewish scholars of the Holocaust in Hungary,
Jeno Levai, stated that it was a "particularly regrettable irony that the one person in all of
occupied Europe who did more than anyone else to halt the dreadful crime and alleviate its
consequences is today made the scapegoat for the failures of others."
***
Gary Krupp is the founder of Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF), a non-sectarian organization
whose mission is to identify and try to eliminate obstacles between religions and to initiate
positive gestures in order to improve interreligious relations.
--- --- ---
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On the Net:
For more information: www.ptwf.org
Expression of gratitude by the Italian Jewish communities (1946):
www.pavethewayfoundation.org/Downloads/Italian%20Jewish%20Community%20Placard.pdf
Jewish praise for Pius XII: www.pavethewayfoundation.org/Downloads/Jewish%20Praise.pdf
Testimony of Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel (Video 9): www.barhama.com/PAVETHEWAY
/INTERVISTA_A_GUMPEL/GUMPLE.html
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Newly unearthed historical evidence helps tell the story of Pope Pius XII in WWII
Historical judgments often stagnate in a quagmire of half-truths, conjecture, and false assumptions until the full story
reveals itself.
In October of 2008, Isaac Herzog, then-acting Israeli social affairs minister responsible for relations with Christian
communities, gave what was and regrettably still is a widely held judgment of Pope Pius XII’s conduct during World War
II. Speaking to a Jewish newspaper, Herzog charged that “throughout the period of the Holocaust, the Vatican knew very
well what was happening in Europe…Yet there is no evidence of any step being taken by the pope, as the stature of the
Holy See should have mandated…Instead of acting according to the biblical verse ‘thou shalt not stand against the blood
of thy neighbor’ the pope kept silent – and perhaps worse.”
Amid such preconceptions of Pope Pius XII, people of good will have gone to great lengths to bring to light what the
historical evidence now makes clear: far from being a complicit or even a negligent bystander, the pope -- at great peril to
himself and the Vatican Curia -- went to great lengths to save Rome’s Jewish community during World War II. In fact,
he did save thousands.
Even many of the pope’s scholarly defenders fail to give full justice to Pope Pius XII's actions during WWII, only
demurely pointing to the fact that his hands were tied in the firestorm of Nazism, and that he could not be expected to do
more without risking neutrality and possibly destroying Vatican City. But the full picture reveals a pope not with
lukewarm disapproval, but active and vigorous maneuvering to save as many Jews as possible during the war.
According to Gary Krupp of the Pave the Way Foundation, new documents and testimony have begun to reveal the entire
story. Krupp’s foundation has unearthed a 1972 deposition of an SS general named Karl Wolff, who testified that in 1943
Adolf Hitler ordered him to develop a plan for an invasion of the Vatican in order to kidnap the pope and murder the
Roman Curia. Wolff, as well as the German ambassador to the Vatican, were both gravely concerned that such an
invasion would cause massive riots throughout Europe. The German ambassador sent messages back to Germany
portraying Pope Pius XII as compliant with German aims in order to deliberately mislead them and ward off invasion as
long as possible.
Krupp’s foundation has also found additional evidence corroborating the pope’s effort to end the arrests of Jews in
Rome, such as testimony from a German officer stationed in Rome. This revealed that Pope Pius XII capitalized on
German uneasiness, quietly warning the military governor of Rome that he would protest loudly if the arrests of Jews
were not halted. According to Krupp, “Fear that this public protest would result in Hitler's ordering the invasion of the
Vatican prompted [the German military governor] Stahel to act." The arrests were halted by 2 p.m. on Oct. 16, 1943 -mere hours after they began.
In essence, Pope Pius XII made a bold dare to the German commanders, risking invasion and his own kidnapping and
death. As his cause for canonization continues, the evidence is showing the trying events of World War II to be a
showcase of his courage and charity in the worst of times.
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Throughout this period, von Weizsäcker sent deceptive positive
messages about the Pope to Berlin to calm Hitler, not to justify an
order to invade. Some critics of Pius XII have erroneously based
their theories of papal complicity and collaboration on these
intentionally misleading cables -- what von Weizsäcker’s
lieutenant, Albrecht von Kessel, later called "tactical lies."
We have additional testimony from Lieutenant Nikolaus Kunkel, a
German officer from the headquarters of the military governor of
Rome, which corroborates documented evidence and testimony of
exactly how Pius XII directly saved the Roman Jewish community
and that they were expecting the invasion order from Berlin any
day.
When the early morning arrests began Oct. 16, 1943, Pius XII was
alerted to this by Princess Enza Pignatelli Aragona Cortes. He
immediately took multiple steps to force the Germans to stop the
arrests. He summoned the Vatican secretary of state, Cardinal
Maglione, and instructed him to launch a vehement protest against
the arrests. Cardinal Maglione warned von Weizsacker that same
morning, that the Pope could not remain silent as they arrested
the Jews under his very windows, in his own diocese. Pius XII then
sent his nephew, Carlo Pacelli, to meet with a German
sympathizer, Bishop Alois Hudal, to instruct him to write a letter
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to his German contacts to immediately stop the arrests.
This too proved ineffective. Pius XII's last effort, the most
successful, was to send his close confidant, Salvatorian Superior
General Father Pankratius Pfeiffer, to meet directly with the
military governor of Rome, General Stahel. Father Pfeiffer warned
Stahel that the Pope was going to launch a loud and public protest
against these arrests if they were not stopped. Fear that this public
protest would result in Hitler's ordering the invasion of the Vatican
prompted Stahel to act.
General Stahel immediately telephoned Heinrich Himmler, and
fabricated military grounds to stop the arrests. Trusting Stahel's
assessment, Himmler advised Hitler to stop the arrests. The order
to stop the arrests was issued at noon on Oct. 16, resulting in its
implementation by 2 p.m. on the day they began.
This sequence of events was independently confirmed by General
Dietrich Beelitz, the liaison officer with Field Marshal Albert
Kesselring’s office and Hitler’s command. Beelitz personally heard
the Stahel-Himmler conversation. When Stahel’s deception later
became known, Himmler punished General Stahel by sending him
to the Eastern front.
It was known that the Vatican was infiltrated with spies. The Pope
could only send trusted priests and confidants throughout Rome
and Italy with verbal and written papal orders to lift cloister,
allowing men and women to enter Catholic convents and
monasteries, and ordered all ecclesiastical institutions to hide the
Jews wherever they could.
According to famed British historian Sir Martin Gilbert, the Vatican
hid thousands of Jews in literally one day (See supporting
documents here and here). Once hidden, the Vatican continued to
feed and support their Jewish “guests” until Rome’s liberation on
June 4, 1944.
Documents from Berlin and the Eichmann Trial in Israel also show
that the 8,000 Roman Jews that were to be arrested were not
supposed to go to Auschwitz, but were to be sent to the work camp
at Mauthausen and held as hostages. This order was later
countermanded by persons unknown and 1,007 Jews were sent to
Auschwitz to their death. Sadly only 17 survived. While there are
those who repeatedly criticize Pius XII for not saving the 1,007,
they remain completely silent on his direct actions, which saved
this 3,000 year old Jewish community of Rome.
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It was recently discovered, in the American archives, that the
allies had broken the German codes and knew almost a week in
advance of the intended arrests of the Roman Jews. The allies
decided not to warn the Romans since this might alert the
Germans to this intelligence breach. This “military decision” left
Pope Pius XII alone, without advance notice, to try to end the
arrests.
When speaking of Pope Pius XII, the foremost Jewish scholars of the
Holocaust in Hungary, Jeno Levai, stated that it was a "particularly
regrettable irony that the one person in all of occupied Europe who
did more than anyone else to halt the dreadful crime and alleviate
its consequences is today made the scapegoat for the failures of
others."
***
Gary Krupp is the founder of Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF), a
non-sectarian organization whose mission is to identify and try to
eliminate obstacles between religions and to initiate positive
gestures in order to improve interreligious relations.
--- --- --On the Net:
For more information: www.ptwf.org
Expression of gratitude by the Italian Jewish communities (1946):
www.pavethewayfoundation.org/Downloads
/Italian%20Jewish%20Community%20Placard.pdf
Jewish praise for Pius XII:
www.pavethewayfoundation.org/Downloads/Jewish%20Praise.pdf
Testimony of Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel (Video 9):
www.barhama.com/PAVETHEWAY/INTERVISTA_A_GUMPEL
/GUMPLE.html
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Jewish Knight Defends Pius XII
Submitted on May 20, 2010 – 7:09 pm51 Comments

Why would a Jew Open the Investigation of Pope Pius XII?
By Gary Krupp
The answer to this question lies in a series of events that moved our foundation to decide to confront this controversial
subject and break the 47 – year old academic “log jam”. Being knighted to a Pontifical knighthood by first Pope John
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Paul II and then raised in rank by Pope Benedict XVI enables me to have certain levels of trust and access that very
few have. My wife and I decided that we should use these unusual honors to enhance relations between Jews and
Catholics and so we formed Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF). We have now expanded our work to all religions by
identifying non theological obstacles between the faiths and initiating historic gestures. These projects create a fertile
environment in which to move the religious leaders to act to end the malevolent use of religion for private agendas.
Pius XII started 4 years ago with a request for help.
Meredith, and I were having lunch with the Apostolic Nuncio to Israel, Archbishop Antonio Franco in 2006. The
Nuncio asked if we could intercede to address a very disturbing problem. He said the Holocaust Memorial of Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem had placed a very hurtful and historically incorrect placard of remarks next to its portrait of Pope
Pius XII.
Honestly, I grew up hating Pius XII, believing him to be an anti-Semite and a Nazi collaborator. So my wife and I
shrugged off this request and felt we did not want to get involved. But then providence intervened.
Upon our return to New York we received a phone call from our friend, Rabbi Joseph Potasnik. Joe asked if we would
help a Jewish author and former Washington Post correspondent, Dan Kurzman, gain access in the Vatican for his
research on a book he was writing on Pope Pius XII. I told him that the mission of PTWF is to remove obstacles
between the faiths and that I did not want to involve us in any activity that would negatively impact Catholic-Jewish
relations. He asked us to meet with Mr. Kurzman anyway and we agreed to at least hear what he had to say.
On April 7, 2006 we met with Dan. He told us that he was writing a book about the secret plot to kidnap Pope Pius
XII, to kill the Curia and to seize the Vatican. I asked him how could it be possible that a collaborator and ally of
Hitler, Pius XII, would be the target of such a plan. He explained that the exact opposite was true.
Dan said his information was based on his research and a long interview with SS General Karl Wolff who had served
as Chief of Personal Staff to the Reichsführer-SS (Heinrich Himmler) and SS Liaison Officer to Hitler. He had
interviewed General Karl Wolff just after his release from prison in 1974.
This information about Pius XII was stunning. We are talking about the person who has been called “Hitler’s Pope”.
This is the person about whom so many damning books have been written regarding his silence and cold-hearted lack
of concern with Jewish suffering during World War II. This was what we were taught. We hated to even hear his
name.
Then I called an historian friend at Yad Vashem and was told “Well, we heard something about this Plot to kill Pius
but it only shows that Pacelli (Pius) was simply too frightened to act.” Somehow, through twisted logic, this
assumption further supported their firm belief that the Pope supported Hitler. Something was dreadfully wrong here.
I then received a telephone call from the Vatican’s Ambassador to the United Nations, Archbishop Celestino Migliore.
He told me that he thought I should meet with Sister Margherita Marchione in New Jersey.
Meredith and I drove to Sister Margehrita’s community in Morristown, NJ. We met with this engaging then
82-year-old nun who has written over 10 books in defense of Pope Pius XII. Through this meeting, my eyes were
opened to a reality that was literally shocking. My emotions went from shock to anger. We discovered that we have
been deceived by those whom we trusted for historical accuracy – that is, the scholars and historians.
As we delved further into the history of this papacy and the secret works of Pacelli, examining real documents and
recording eyewitness testimony, we came to the conclusion that this subject had been totally mishandled. How did this
happen and who was to blame?
It started with the fictitious play by Rolf Hochhuth called The Deputy. Following that, a flurry of books were written
supporting negative theories of this papacy and era. We later discovered absolute proof that this play and its impact
was a well-crafted plan called “Seat Twelve” hatched and implemented by the KGB against the Catholic Church.
When defenders came to reestablish the good name of Pacelli, literally no one read these books, and so this “black
legend” has lasted since 1963 and to us it appeared that this was an “academic logjam” that would never be resolved.
The negativity was further fueled by one nagging question: Why won’t the Vatican open the archives of the war years
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and the papacy of Pope Pius XII? The reason is that the Archives just completed the cataloguing of Pope Pius XI in
2007 and the 16 million documents of Pius XII are not catalogued yet. Pope Benedict XVI has ordered the number of
archivists cataloguing these documents to be increased from three to twenty to hasten the opening. The Vatican
Archives will be opened the moment the cataloguing has been completed.
In 2007 Pope Benedict XVI ordered the early opening of the archives of Pope Pius XI. Why? Because the Vatican had
finally completed the cataloging and now scholars and historians could come and study at least 65% of Pacelli’s life as
Nuncio to Germany and as Secretary of State under Pius XI, his predecessor. To my shock, I learned that the critics
and institutions had not bothered to come to these open archives.
As we moved our investigation further, Monsignor Robert Sarno, of the Congregation of the Causes of the Saints,
suggested that I meet with Father Peter Gumpel, Relator (High Judge) to the Cause of Pius XII and Father Paolo
Molinari, Postulator to the Cause. I had the most revealing first meeting with Fr. Peter. He recommended that I
contact William Doino, Dimitri Cavalli, and Professor Ronald Rychlak for more help. After contacting these scholarly
experts and learning of their extraordinary personal research, I personally became committed to righting this terrible
wrong.
After almost two years of private research, I made a case to the Board of Directors at PTWF and was given the “ok”
to take on this project.
Not all board members were happy with this decision, but they agreed with the project, since we are simply retrieving
documents and testimonies that could only help the legitimate historians. We did this with the full knowledge that we
were opening a beehive of resentment, anger and painfully proving that the long held beliefs of most Catholics and
Jews were simply wrong. Yet we knew that, in the furtherance of the mission of PTWF, we had no choice. PTWF’s
goal and mission is to move to eliminate obstacles between the faiths, and this obstacle impacts over one billion
people.
After personally conducting video interviews (which can all be viewed with original documents on our website), we
were convinced that we were 100% correct in our assessment of Pacelli’s secret actions to save more Jews than all of
the world’s political and religious leaders of the period combined. There are perhaps 3 million Jews who are alive
today because of his secret but direct intervention.
Personally, as a Jew, I was determined to make this history right, especially considering how Eugenio Pacelli had been
treated after his death by the very people he acted in so many ways to save. This we consider a Jewish responsibility,
not an attempt to defend the Roman Catholic Church.
In Judaism, one of the most important obligations is that of charity. According to Maimonides, one of the highest
levels of charity is “anonymous”, where the recipient never became aware of who helped him. In the case of Pacelli,
his anonymous charity is the very tool his critics have used to strip him of any credit for the acts he ordered by so
many nuncios and priests, who were actually following papal instructions through a verbal chain of command. Those
critics allowed and encouraged every negative accusation against Pacelli to endure. This is a “Shonda,” a Jewish
shame, which I am determined to correct.
Gary Krupp is a Papal Knight – the seventh Jew in history to receive this title. Last month, Gary Krupp had an
audience with Pope Benedict XVI in relation to the wartime record of Pius XII.
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Vatican Paper's World War II Editions Put
Online

Pave the Way Foundation has received permission from the
Vatican's semi-official newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, to publish
online its archived editions from 1938 to 1945.
The New York-based foundation, a non-sectarian organization whose
mission is to identify and try to eliminate obstacles between
religions and to initiate positive gestures in order to improve
interreligious relations, has been working to discover the facts
regarding Pope Pius XII and his efforts to help Jews during World
War II.
As part of this effort, it has been working to retrieve and publicize as
many documents as possible to expose the truth of the secret and
public action of the Holy See during World War II.
The foundation requested permission to place on its Web site the
wartime L'Osservatore Romano editions, which have only been
available previously in the newspaper's archives in Rome.
Elliot Hershberg, chairman of Pave the Way Foundation, affirmed
that "this is a very big step in educating the legitimate historians
worldwide."
He explained, "There have been many references that have been
made about articles in L'Osservatore Romano over the years, both
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Pope Pius XII and the dissolving Black Legend
Posted by Margaret Anne on 29/5/2010, 8:50 am
122.111.159.191

27 May 2010
Is the Black Legend at last dissolving?
Many Catholics, clerical and lay, have worked tirelessly for years to defeat the Black
Legend. The Black Legend is the story that Pope Pius XII, regarded as a living saint in the
1950s, did little or nothing to save the Jews from Nazi murder. The legend grew from The
Deputy a play by a German author in 1963 and thereafter propagated enthusiastically
through the decades in all manner of books, newspaper and magazine articles and television
programs. One of the most reprehensible books that developed the Pius XII anti-Semite and
Nazi complicity theme was Hitler's Pope, by a self-proclaimed Catholic, John Cornwell.
Despite the work done to clear Pius XII's name, it seemed to many of us that little headway
was being made to defeat what we knew to be the greatest calumny of the twentieth
century. We knew that not only was Pius XII innocent of the charges, but that he was the
very opposite both in deed and belief. Anti-Semitism and Nazism were abhorrent to him,
and he did all that was in his power to save as many Jews from Hitler's extermination plans
as he could.
But there has been a change, a change so great that it now looks like the Black Legend is
dissolving. If it is, it is happening in no small part due to the efforts of an American Jew,
Gary Krupp, of the Path the Way Foundation (http://www.ptwf.org/index.htm).
In a number of interviews and written pieces, Gary Krupp says that he 'grew up hating Pius
XII, believing him to be an anti-Semite and a Nazi collaborator.' Through a 'providential' set
of circumstances, related in an article in Galus Australis (Jewish Knight defends Pope XII),
he became exposed to documents and oral histories that told a very different story. He said,
'my eyes were opened to a reality that was literally shocking. My emotions went from shock
to anger. We discovered that we have been deceived by those whom we trusted for
historical accuracy – that is, the scholars and historians.'
It was the beginning of a tenacious and feverish search for supporting evidence and
documentation. In the four years since, he has uncovered literally thousands of documents
demonstrating the calumny of the Black Legend, for which there is increasing evidence that
the Soviet KGB was its originator.
I want to sincerely thank and pay tribute to Gary Krupp and the Pave the Way Foundation
for the work they have done and are doing in undoing a terrible injustice. Immediately
below are links to an interview with Gary Krupp and an eye-opening power point display
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Rabbi Seeks To Dispel Myths About Pius XII
June 19, 2010 by John Rook

History has a funny way of changing over the years.
Take, for instance, Pope Pius XII.
Immediately following World War II, the Pope was hailed by the Jewish community for his help against Nazis throughout
World War II. A renowned Israeli orchestra even came to the Vatican to serenade him in honor of his work.
But, starting in 1963, opinions about Pius XII began to change dramatically. A series of publications, including a famous
play and renowned book, help shed doubt on the Pope’s actions during World War II.
Instead of being a hero, many now came to question
why, at the very least, the Pope had not forcefully and
continuously admonished Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party,
and some even began to suspect that Pope Pius XII may
have knowingly turned a blind eye to the Holocaust.
For decades, that suspicion surrounding Pope Pius XII
has hung over his legacy, and has engendered many
within the Jewish community with a good bit of animosity
towards the religious leader.
Rabbi Eric Silver of Temple Beth David in Cheshire counts
himself among those who cast a very critical eye towards
Pope Pius XII. It was hard to ignore the fact that,
seemingly for years, the Pope refused to intervene on
behalf of Jews being annihilated all across Europe.
It painted the man as, at best, indifferent to such
profound suffering.
So, when Silver was given the opportunity to journey to
Rome and be a part of a team researching the possible
canonization of Pope Pius XII, he agreed to volunteer in
service. He didn’t know if his visit, or his research, would
make a difference, but he promised to be “open minded.”
What he learned would change him forever.
“It really helped me grow tremendously by this,” said Silver, who recently returned to the Vatican and met with Pope
Benedict XVI. “Somehow, I have been fortunate enough to be in a position to bring out the truth and, for that, I am
immensely grateful.”
For five days in September of 2008, Silver joined a group of individuals researching the viability of Pope Pius XII’s
canonization Since then, Silver has remained a leading voice in trying to reconstruct the legacy of the Pope in the eyes of
the world and Jewish community.
It is work that has earned him praise throughout the Catholic community, including from Pope Benedict XVI, who thanked
Silver personally for his efforts earlier this year.
“Lies don’t need much fertilization to grow, but you many times need to dig for the truth,” explained Silver. “When you dig,
the truth about Pope Pius XII comes out.”
The research into the Pope, according to Silver, revealed that, while 80 percent or more of the Jewish population in Europe
was wiped out by Nazi forces during World War II, 80 percent of Jews in Italy were saved. Much of that can be directly
attributed to Pius XII’s actions, Silver explained, as he coordinated efforts to hide and protect Jewish families in churches
and Vatican-owned areas throughout Rome and surrounding cities. In fact, it is estimated that Pope Pius XII may have
been responsible for saving more than 850,000 Jews during the war.
“That is more than any other one individual,” stated Silver.
While Pius XII is routinely criticized for not admonishing Hitler or the Nazis during the conflict, Silver and his team found
that the Pope had spoken out against elements in the Third Reich on 40 different occasions.
But, Silver also concluded that there was good reason for Pope Pius XII to tone down his direct criticism of Hitler and the
Nazis.
“The Nazis had a gun pointed at the Pope’s apartment and search lights were kept on all night, shining in the window,” said
Silver. “So, you wanted the Pope to denounce them, considering that?
While Nazi troops did respect Vatican territory, Silver argues that such respect only went so far, and that a false step or
two by the Pope might have prompted swift action.
In fact, the research conducted by the team Silver was on uncovered documents showing that Pius XII had already planned
for his eventual detention by the Nazis, and had set up a plan of abdication, so that someone would take his place
immediately following his apprehension.
Also, Silver argues that strong and continuous denunciation of Hitler and the Nazis may have put Jews in Italy in even
more danger. In Holland at the time, Dutch bishops read a declaration denouncing the Nazis and the next day 40,000 Jews
were rounded up and deported to Auschwitz. Those sent to the concentration camp included Anne Frank.
“It was a warning that, if you make such a declaration, this is what will happen,” said Silver.
After the war, Pius XII was hailed for his efforts, but things began to change in 1963 when Rolf Hochhuth produced his play
called The Deputy, which indicted Pope Pius XII for not intervening on behalf of the Jewish community. It began a
reexamination of the record and brought up strong criticisms of the Pope’s actions.
That negative view of Pius has existed for decades, and even prompted journalist John Cornwell to pen his controversial
book, Hitler’s Pope, in 1999.
However, Silver contends that the Pius XII depicted in The Deputy was based less on history and more on a KGB plot to
discredit the Pope, who was anti-communist.
“It was a KGB plot, and Hochhuth was a part of it,” said Silver. “It was typical KGB disinformation and, unfortunately, it
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caught on.”
As for Cornwell’s newer denunciation, Silver says that the journalist has been forced to retract many of the claims he made
and explain away the cover of the book — a photograph that appears to show Pope Pius XII leaving a large building while a
member of the SS salutes — which was distorted to create a negative look.
“The photo was taken 12 or so years before he was even Pope, and the person saluting is not an SS soldier, but the driver
holding the door,” explained Silver.
A book detailing the group’s findings has been published and Silver has continued to champion Pope Pius XII.
“I believe he fulfilled his charge in the most noble and courageous way possible,” said Silver.
Yet, despite Silver’s new-found respect for Pope Pius XII, he knows that some in the Jewish community will be reluctant to
change their opinion.
“It is very hard to admit when you have been wrong,” said Silver. “I know I can admit I was wrong, but, for some, it is
very difficult.”
“I tell people not to take my word for it, but to research it themselves,” Silver continued. “I believe he was a very holy
man, asking himself and his God, ‘What can I do to fulfill my charge in the most effective manner?’ and that charge was to
save lives. Had he done it any other way, he would have lost his effectiveness and Jews would have been killed at an
accelerated rate.”
Login or register to post comments
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DISCLAIM ER

Holocaust Denial, Lifting of Excommunication,
and the Media gets it Wrong Again.

The opinions expressed on this
weblog or those websites to which
links are provided, do not
necessarily reflect the positions of
those who attend St Mary's Catholic
Church South Brisbane or St Francis'
Catholic Church West End. Neither
do these opinions necessarily
reflect the position of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane. Readers
should make their own evaluations
as to whether or not the content of
this weblog are in agreement with
the teachings of the Catholic
Church.

From Pave the Way On the
commemoration of
the 50th
anniversary of the
Second Vatican
Council Pope
Benedict XVI used
this occasion to lift
the ban of
excommunication,
which was
generated when
Archbishop Lefebvre ordained four Bishops in direct
violation to a papal order not to do so issued by Pope John
Paul II. It was this act of defiance against the Papal order
that generated the excommunication. After the
announcement of the lifting of the ban was made on January
21, 2009 a video interview of one of the Bishops, Richard
Williamson, surfaced where he quite plainly denied the
holocaust impact on the Jewish people and stated that not
one Jew perished in any gas chamber. This Holocaust denial
set off a firestorm of protests and negative remarks, which
created a temporary rift in Jewish Catholic relations.
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Unlike many of the interreligious organizations Pave the
Way Foundation did not issue a protest or a press release of
condemnation but instead set out to find out the truth of
this action.
Continue reading at Pave the Way Foundation
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The answer to this question lies in a series of events that moved our foundation to
decide to confront this controversial subject and break the 47 – year old academic
“log jam”. Being knighted to a Pontifical knighthood by first Pope John Paul II and
then raised in rank by Pope Benedict XVI enables me to have certain levels of
trust and access that very few have. My wife and I decided that we should use
these unusual honors to enhance relations between Jews and Catholics and so we
formed Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF). We have now expanded our work to all
religions by identifying non theological obstacles between the faiths and initiating
historic gestures. These projects create a fertile environment in which to move
the religious leaders to act to end the malevolent use of religion for private
agendas. Pius XII started 4 years ago with a request for help.
Meredith, and I were having lunch with the Apostolic Nuncio to Israel, Archbishop
Antonio Franco in 2006. The Nuncio asked if we could intercede to address a very
disturbing problem. He said the Holocaust Memorial of Yad Vashem in Jerusalem
had placed a very hurtful and historically incorrect placard of remarks next to its
portrait of Pope Pius XII.
Honestly, I grew up hating Pius XII, believing him to be an anti-Semite and a Nazi
collaborator. So my wife and I shrugged off this request and felt we did not want
to get involved. But then providence intervened. ... Continue reading
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Post subject: Re: Jewish Knight Defends Pius XII

Posted: 10 Jun 2010 13:15

For those who would rather listen than read, you may play online or download and
play offline the following Raymond Arroyo 'World Over' program.
Move the progress slider on your media player (e.g. Windows Media Player) to 34
minutes and 15 seconds ( 34:15 ) to start at the interview with Mr. Gary Krupp.

Veteran Member

Joined: 07 Feb 2005 15:41
Posts: 2811

Quote:

Program Name: The World Over
Listen Now http://www.ewtn.com/vondemand/audio/res ... 262010.mp3
Download http://www.ewtn.com/vondemand/audio/dlo ... world~over
Series Name: The World Over
Host: Raymond Arroyo w/ Gary Krupp, Fr. Robert Sirico and Joan Lewis
Date Produced: 3/26/2010
Description: Gary Krupp, founder and president of the Pave the Way
Foundation on the latest evidence of the heroic virtue of Pope Pius XII
during World War II, and a report on Mr. Krupp’s February visit to the
Vatican on the matter. Fr. Robert Sirico, President of the Acton Institute, on
the latest Catholic and cultural news. Joan Lewis, EWTN’s Vatican
correspondent on her recent visit with the Chaldean Bishop of Mosul, Emil
Nona.

_________________
David H
"Tôi sống giữa đoàn chiên và nếu có chết cũng giữa đoàn chiên. Tôi không đi đâu
hết." (I live in the midst of my flock and if I die it will also be in the midst of my
flock. I am absolutely not leaving.) Fr. Francis Xavier Trương Bửu Diệp, martyr,
1946
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Vatican putting wartime archives on Internet
Filed under: Uncategorized — June 23, 2010 @ 1:00 am
The Vatican plans to make some of its World War II archives
available on the Internet soon to calm down the controversy over
Pope Pius XII’s actions during the Holocaust.
However a panel of Jewish and Catholic scholars who examined
the 11 volumes of material a decade ago concluded that more
information was required to decide whether Pius did everything
he could to head off the ‘ efforts to exterminate European Jews.
The Vatican’s newspaper announced the plan, saying it will
“render service to the historic truth,” and officials said Tuesday
the material will be accessible soon.
The Vatican’s daily newspaper L’Osservatore Romano said Gary
Krup, an American who heads the Pave the Way Foundation,
which seeks to strengthen Catholic-Jewish relations, was behind
the online initiative. It quoted him as saying that the Pius XII
papacy “has become a source of friction.”
Some Jews and others contend Pius should have done more, and
are angered by Pope Benedict XVI’s recent decision to move Pius
closer to sainthood.
During a visit to Rome’s main synagogue last month, Benedict
didn’t mention Pius by name but said the Vatican “itself provided
assistance, often in a hidden and discreet way” to Jews during the
war. Benedict said Catholics acted courageously to save Jews
during World War II.
Benedict sparked renewed outrage among Jewish groups in
December when he signed a decree on Pius’ heroic virtues,
paving the way for him to be beatified once a miracle attributed to
his intercession is confirmed.
The Vatican has said those archives won’t be catalogued and ready until 2014 at the earliest.
The panel of Catholic and Jewish scholars that examined the material said it suspended its work because the
Vatican had not released all of its archives from the World War II years.
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grown
up with the mindset that he did little to help the Jews during the Holocaust or even that he assisted in Hitler's
plan to eradicate the Jews, killing millions in the process.
This battle of" did he do enough to help the Jews?" has been
raging since 1963. Just like a war, there are two sides, dug in to
their trenches and holding their positions. The Catholic Church,
as recently as mid-December 2009, took the next step toward
Eugenio Pacelli's (Pope Pius XII) canonization. If the process
continues, he will at some future time be named a saint. This
decision has caused a virtual uprising amongst Jewish groups
and scholars, sparking the next battle in this war of opinion.
The earlier analogy of being "dug in" rings true with many
of Pope Pius XII's detractors. They are so dug in that they
will not look at the evidence, preferring to hold their positions. One could suppose that they worry about their own
reputation, whether they would be embarrassed or whether
their strength and power would be lessened by any proof
that they had supported the wrong side for decades. Or is
it simply that long held beliefs, however incorrect, die hard?
One may question why this simple controversy still matters
in today's world. It's all water under the bridge, isn't it? Pacelli
has been dead for 50 years. Perhaps it shouldn't matter. Yet this
issue has driven a wedge between Catholics and Jews that will
have long-term adverse effects on any hope of good relations
between the groups. This issue, if left unresolved, could also reverse many ofthe good works done by Pope John Paul II, who too
is being advanced toward sainthood, through which he helped
the Jewish people and made unprecedented strives towards
improving torn relations between these two great peoples.
At Pave the Way Foundation, our mission is to remove obstacles that come between religious groups. This issue is the most
serious rift right now between Jews and Catholics, which impacts
over 1.1 billion people. Over three years ago, we embarked upon
a research project to discover the truth. We have been compiling evidence from many countries (over 5000 documents) and
conducting and filming interviews with the remaining eyewitnesses, those who can tell us what really happened, what they
heard with their own ears, what they saw with their own eyes.
We ask only that anyone concerned with the issue LOOK
at the evidence and make up their own mind. Jewish historian, theologian and Israeli Ambassador, Pinchas Lapide,
stated that Pius XII saved as many as 860,000 Jews (today

possibly 20% of the world's Jewish population). Albert Einstein, Golda Meir,
Chief Rabbi of Palestine Herzog, Chief Rabbi of Rome Toaff, and the heads
of every Jewish organization who today are condemning Pius XII all
showered praise upon him during his lifetime. Just recently on December 24, 2009, famed Nazi hunter Serge Klarsfeld defended
Pius XII in France. Were all these people, who lived through the
war utterly and completely misguided? Come to our website
at www.ptwf.org,
review the evidence and decide for yourself.
But first to understand why Pave the Way Foundation undertook
this project and to explain why the project is VITAL to future Catholic/Jewish relations, we describe how PTWF began and what we do.
On July 29, 2000. Gary Krupp, a Jewish business man in New
York received a telephone call from the Vatican Ambassador
to the United Nations, Archbishop Renato Martino. The Archbishop informed Gary that after nearly two decades of his donated work to help a hospital in Italy, Pope John Paul II had just
knighted him to the Pontifical Knighthood of S1. Gregory the
Great a Vatican State Order. As a Jewish man he had just joined
an exclusive group of Jews in history to have been so honored.
Gary and his wife Meredith took this honor as a calling to change
their lives and to use this highly respected position to make a meaningful change in Catholic/Jewish and Vatican/Israeli relations. Although Gary is secular, he is a passionate Zionist with a practical
view on fighting anti-Semitism and anti-Israeli sentiment worldwide.
He tested his new position, when asked by Rabbi Benjamin Blech
and the members of the Maimonides Research Center of Haifa and
the United States to make a request that had previously been denied. Gary contacted the Vatican State and asked if he could bring
a delegation of important Jewish scholars and Rabbis from around
the world to the Vatican Library to see the writings of Moses Maimonides, a 13th century physician, Rabbi and scholar. The request
was granted and in 2002 this providential event took place, paving
the way to a personal relationship with the Vatican State that has led
to a myriad of exciting and unprecedented projects among the faiths.
With the help of Mr. Norman Weisfeld, President of the Maimonides Institute in New York, they formed Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF) in order to foster positive relations between the religions through gestures and
by addressing pressing non-theological issues of discord in order to fight
anti-Semitism and the use of religion as a tool to justify violence and to further personal agendas. The driving force quietly behind this work since 2003
is that of PTWF's Chairman Elliot M. Hershberg, whose take no prisoners attitude has enabled PTWF to engage controversial subjects simply because they
should rather than avoiding disturbing issues because of fund raising concerns.
Pave the Way Foundation has changed the course of history between faiths
through some incredible projects. In 2005, Pavethe Way initiated the largest Jewish
audience in history to greet and thank Pope John Paul II for all he had done for the
Jewish people and for the state of Israel. In 2007, PTWF initiated the first loan in history from the Vatican Library to the State of Israel. The Mishneh Torah of Maimonides
and other manuscripts were loaned to the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. Soon after
"paving the way" to these cultural exchanges, Israel loaned the Vatican a Rembrandt and a Botticelli for the 600th anniversary of the Basilica of S1.Peter.
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PTWF addressed problems in tourism
by developing a training manual for
the Israeli security personnel at Ben
Gurion Airport in order to teach proper
etiquette in dealing with the diverse
inter-religious pilgrims entering Israel.
Gary personally intervened and worked
to improve relations with the Greek
Orthodox and Armenian Churches
in Israel. He is involved with the
development of a new Palestinian Muslim
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third party, which seeks to make peace
with Israel, build a transparent government
and vastly improve infrastructure.
PTWF proudly initiated "Project
Baby" where one months' supply of
baby formula, diapers and baby toys
are given to poor Jewish, Christian and
Muslim mothers in Israel. The unique
element is that the money to purchase
these gifts comes from surprising
sources. For example the money for the
Jewish baby gifts in Israel was donated
by the Islamic Center of Long Island.
Recently, we procured and distributed
new blankets to a senior home of
Holocaust survivors from Eastern Europe.
PTWF was successful in bringing
the Israeli govemment back to the
negotiation table in order to finalize a

long promised commitment to uphold
vital legal and fiscal agreements
with the Vatican, which were begun when
diplomatic relations were established in
1994,but have since fallen by the wayside.
Personally as a Jew, Gary Krupp feels
that we are suffering under the worst antiSemitism in history today with enemies
like Islamic extremists, the Iranians and
a growing number of new enemies like
Venezuela and many others. We must
come to recognize who the enemies
of today are. The Catholic Church is
not the enemy of the Jewish people
and in fact has asked for forgiveness
for all of its historical offenses against
Judaism. They have also been the best
customer of Israeli tourism since 1948.
Pave the Way identified the private sale
and located a Catholic donor to acquire the
Bodmer Papyrus, the oldest written version
of the Gospels of St. John and St. Luke
and presented it to Pope Benedict XVI
in January 2007. This is now one of the
Vatican most prized religious manuscripts.
This brings us back to the beginning
of this story, and to Pave the Way's
most recent and perhaps most important
undertaking so far. In early 2006,
Gary and Meredith were having lunch
with the Apostolic Nuncio to Israel,
Archbishop Antonio Franco. The Nuncio
asked if they could intercede with a
very disturbing problem. He said the
Holocaust Memorial of Yad Vashem in
Jerusalem had placed a very hurtful and
historically incorrect placard of remarks
next to its portrait of Pope Pius XII.

The Krupps, both Jewish, had grown up
hating Pius XII, believing him to be an antiSemite and a Nazi collaborator,

and so they

shrugged off the request, feeling they did not
want to get involved. Butthenevents

tooka turn

that made it impossible for them to look away.
Upon their return

to New York, they

received a phone call from a friend and PTWF
board member, Rabbi Joseph Potasnik. The
Rabbi asked ifthey would help a Jewish author
and former Washington Post correspondent,
Dan Kurzman,

gain access in the Vatican

for his research on a book he was writing on
Pope Pius XII. They insisted that the mission
of PTWF is to remove obstacles between the

Himrnler) and SS Liaison Officer to
Hitler. He had interviewed Karl Wolff
just after his release from prison in 1974.

faiths and that they did not want to involve
the organization

in any activity that would

negatively impact Catholic-Jewish relations.
Rabbi Potasnik asked them to meet with Mr.
Kurzman

anyway,

to which

they agreed.

On April 7, 2006 the meeting took place.
World renowned novelist and writer, Dan
Kurzman told them that he was writing a book

This information

was stunning.

XII has been donned

"Hitler's

He

whom

is a man

damning

about

Pius
Pope".

so many

books, and even a play, have

been written, regarding his silence and
cold hearted lack of concern for Jewish
suffering

during World War II that the

Krupps shuttered to even hear his name.

about a secret and little known plot to kidnap

With
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kernel

of

information,

whom

they trusted

accuracy,

the

most for historical

scholars

and

historians.

As they delved further into the history
of this papacy and the secret works of
Eugenio Pacelli, examining real documents
and recording eyewitness testimony, they
came to the conclusion
had

been totally

that this subject

misrepresented.

How

did this happen and who was to blame?
It seems to have started with the
fictitious play, by Rolf Hochhuth, called,
in

1963, during

however,
they became very curious
and called a friend, Oded Ben Hur, then

the Cold War. Following

that, came a

They were incredulous as to how it could be

Israel's Ambassador to the Holy See. They
asked him if he had ever heard of this

theories
The

possible that a collaborator and ally of Hitler,

kidnapping plot. He hadn't, but stated that

absolute

Pius XII, would be the target of such a plan.

it would be a huge story, if it were true.

impact, was a well crafted

He explained that the exact opposite was true.
Dan said his information was based

and historian

Pope Pius XII in 1942, to kill the Curia, the
central governing body of the entire Roman
Catholic Church, and to seize the Vatican.
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research
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negative
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era.
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plan called

friend

"Seat Twelve" hatched and implemented
by the KGB against the Catholic Church.

a close
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it only
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Next, they contacted

but

The

shows
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about
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this,
(Pius)

This deception and obvious distortion

act."

of fact was further complicated by one
nagging question: Why wouldn't
the

Wolff, who had served as Chief of Personal

Something
seemed dreadfully
wrong.
In the course of further discussions,

years and the papacy of Pope Pius XII?

Staff

and as their interest grew, the Krupps

Obergruppenruhrer
and General
of the
Waffen SS, General Karl Freidrich Otto
to

the

Reichsruhrer-SS

(Heinrich

was

simply

received
Vatican's

too

frightened

a telephone
Ambassador

Nations, Archbishop

Margherita
They

Marchione
drove

to

call from the
to the United

What, if anything, are they hiding?
In 2007, Pope Benedict XVI ordered
the early opening of the archives of Pope
finally completed the cataloging and now
scholars and historians could come and

in New

Sister

Jersey.

Margehrita's
in
this

Pius XII. Through

this meeting,

study at least 65% of Pacelli's
Nuncio to Germany

life as

and as Secretary of

State under Pius XI, his predecessor.

It

comes as quite a shock that to this day,
literally none of the critics or institutions
have

bothered

to

come

to the

open

archives to attempt to uncover the truth.

their eyes were opened to a reality that

This lack of scholarly and academic rigor,

was literally shocking.

as a matter of due process,

But before long,

shock turned to anger. They discovered
that they had been deceived
I CHAGIGAH MAGAZINE

of the war

Pius Xl. Why? Because the Vatican had

engaging, then 82-year-old nun, who
has written over 10 books in defense of
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open the archives

he thought they
a certain
Sister

Catholic
convent
community
Morristown,
NJ, and met with

Pope

Vatican

Migliore.

Celestino

He told them that
should
meet with

to

by those

is stunning

and potentially impacts the relations of
over one billion Catholics and Jews.

As they moved the investigation
further, a close friend of the Krupps',
Monsignor
Robert Sarno, of the
Congregation oft the Causes of the
Saints, suggested they meet with
Father Peter Gumpel, Relator (High
Judge) to the Cause of Pius XII and
Father Paolo Molinari, Postulator to the
Cause. They proceeded to have a most
incredible and revealing first meeting
with Fr. Peter. He recommended that
they contact William Doino, Dimitri
Cavalli and Professor Ronald Rychlak
for more help. After contacting these
scholarly individuals and learning of
their extraordinary personal research,
they became personally committed
to righting
this terrible
wrong.
After almost two years of private
research, they made a case to the Board
of Directors at Pave the Way Foundation
and were given the "ok" to take this
project on. Not all board members were
happy with this decision but they agreed
with the project, since the retrieval of
documents and testimonies, to which
Gary has unique access, could only
help legitimate historians. They did this
with the full knowledge that they were
opening a beehive of resentment, anger
and pain, proving that the long held
beliefs of most Catholics and Jews was
simply wrong. Yet they knew that, in the
furtherance of the mission of Pave the
Way Foundation, they had no choice.
PTWF's goal and mission is to eliminate
obstacles between the faiths and if ever
there were an obstacle, this was it.
After personally flying to France to
interview Msgr. Giovanni Ferrofino,
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and to London to interview Sir Martin

of Vincent Marmorale

Gilbert and many others, they were
convinced that they were correct in
their assessment of Pacelli's secret

Bettina Nicolosi, who were studying the
lifesaving actions of the Italian people
during the war. All of these people
wanted desperately to thank the Pope
personally for the individual actions
taken by the Catholic Church in saving
their lives during the war years. At that
meeting with Pope Benedict XVI, a
three-day symposium was announced,
to be held September 15-17, 2008, in
Rome. At that event, Pave the Way
would make public its findings and
provide a open forum for the defenders
of Pacelli to make their case, based
on documented facts and painstaking
research, as well as his detractors.
Invitations were sent to all of the

actions to save Jewish lives, probably
more than all of the worlds' political
and religious leaders of the period
combined. There are perhaps 3 million
Jews who are alive because of his secret
policies and his direct intervention.
Personally, as Jews, the Krupps
were determined to make history right,
especially considering how Eugenio
Pacelli had been treated after his death
by the very people he acted in so many
ways to save. This they considered a basic
Jewish responsibility, having nothing to
do with the Roman Catholic Church.
In Judaism, one ofthe most important
obligations is that of charity. According
to Maimonides, one of the highest
levels of charity is "anonymous", where
the recipient was never aware of who
helped him. In the case of Pacelli, his
anonymous charity was the very tool
his critics have used to surgically strip
him of any credit for the acknowledged
acts he ordered,
and which
so
many nuncios and priests acted on,
following a verbal chain of command,
beginning at "the top", with papal
instructions. Those critics allowed and
encouraged every negative accusation
against Pacelli. This is a "Shonda," a
Jewish shame, which Pave the Way
Foundation is determined to correct.
On June 18, 2008, the organization
brought
many
Jewish
Holocaust
survivors to the Vatican. They met these
extraordinary people through the work

and Elizabeth

legitimate critics of Pope Pius XII and
to the important Holocaust Centers
in Jerusalem, Washington, and New
York, asking them to attend the
symposium. PTWF offered to set up
teleconferencing
if participants
did
not wish to or could not physically
attend.
Finally they suggested that
questions be sent in advance of the
symposium, to pose to the experts.
The official position of the Holocaust
Memorials is that they will wait for the
Vatican Archives of the war years to
completely open before rendering a
decision on Pius XI I. If this is the case,
why then has none of the institutions
or critics come to Rome to study the
archives that have already been opened
prior to the war years? Although
presentation
of evidence
and the
reliance on eye witness testimony is the
fundamental basis of establishing guilt

or innocence universally, this is simply
not acceptable by archival historians
when
analyzing
historical
events.
One by one, the critics declined
the invitation to try to confront
these
allegations
by
inspecting
genuine
documents
and
hearing
from eye witnesses.
PTWF even
offered to pay for travel to Rome.
In the end the critics said they would not
attend because it was not a "scholarly
investigation"
and accused
Pave the Way of hosting a
"one
sided
symposium."
They also did not like the
idea of such a presentation
of historical
evidence
in

opInIOns they had held of Pius XII.
On September
18, 2008
our
delegation of 80 participants traveled
to the summer residence of the Pope
Benedict XVI, where Gary Krupp
delivered a statement to His Holiness

scholarly, personal friend, Sir Martin
Gilbert, also a Jewish man, and one
of the most respected
historians
on the subject of World War II
and the official biographer of Sir Winston
Churchill.
Sir Martin has advised

on the findings and made a promise to
continue to search out documents and

the Krupps that the most respected
investigative process at Yad Vashem
in
Jerusalem
is
through
their
Department
of the Righteous.
In
order
for all findings
to come
tolight, an application to this
section must be made. It was
further
decided
that

seek the truth. Pope Benedict XVI then
made an impassioned statement to us,
in public defense of his predecessor.

the organization
must
initiate a case for Eugenio
Pac e II i to be recognized as
"Righteous Among Nations".
Pave the Way Foundation
is a not-for-profit 501 (c) (3)
organization
that welcomes
donations in the furtherance
of its mission. Please visit our

front of everyday
people.
Nonetheless, on September
15,2008, the symposium was
convened. Honored panelists
included,
Jesuit
Historian
and realtor
Father
Peter
Gumpel,
Professor
Ronald
Rychlak,
William
Doino,
Sister Margherita Marchione,
Dan
Kurzman,
Andrea
Tornielli, Dr. Eugene Fisher,
Father
Dennis
McManus

website at www.ptwf.org for
more information on how you
can be involved with supporting
our unique and important work.
News of this event traveled around
and

George Blumenthal. For three days,
participants poured over hundreds of
documents and listened to eyewitness
testimonies and comments from various
experts. At the end of the symposium,
videotaped interviews with many of
the attendees revealed that a large
percentage
of these people
had
changed their minds about the negative
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the world and opened this 46 year old
"infection" to the light of public scrutiny.
Since
garnering
international
attention
to this debate, multiple
filmmakers have become interested
in these events, some even beginning
work on documentaries
and movies
based on the facts that were presented.
Pave the Way Foundation
is
also proud to have the support of a
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NEW YORK, JULY 1, 2010 (Zenit.org).- The recently opened sections of the Vatican Secret
Archives have revealed that Pope Pius XII not only helped save thousands of Jews, but also
their patrimony, from the Nazis.
Pave the Way Foundation reported Tuesday that its researchers found documents of "great
importance."

ZENIT in RSS
Give the gift of ZENIT
Spread ZENIT
Send your news or
press releases
Comment on this
article
Reprint permission

Michael Hesemann, a historian and foundation representative from Germany, has been
researching documents in the Vatican archives and he found a letter sent by Cardinal Eugenio
Pacelli, who would later become Pius XII, on Nov. 30, 1938, only three weeks after the
Kristallnacht.
In this letter, which was sent to the nunciatures and apostolic delegations as well as 61
bishops, the cardinal requested 200,000 visas for "non-Aryan Catholics." Just over a month
later, on Jan. 9, 1939, he sent three additional letters.
Hesemann explained that this language, in which Cardinal Pacelli speaks about "converted
Jews" and "non-Aryan Catholics," is most likely a cover to hide the real scheme from the Nazis.
At that time, under the concordat of 1933, Germany allowed the Holy See to aid those
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The foundation added that Cardinal Pacelli specifically requested in his letter: "Care should be
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taken that sanctuaries are provided to safeguard their spiritual welfare and to protect their
religious cult, customs and traditions."
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The communiqué explained that this seems to refer to a group other than converted Jews, who,
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upon their baptisms, "just became normal Catholics" without any "sanctuaries, customs, or
traditions on their own."

Pius XII Clearly Assailed
Nazism, Says Researcher

Furthermore, many of the bishops responded to the cardinal's request, and documents show
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that they referred to aiding the "persecuted Jews" rather than the "converted Jews" or
"non-Aryan Catholics."

On Hitler, the Holy See and the
Jews (Part 2)

Matteo Luigi Napolitano, political science professor at the University of Urbino, Italy, told ZENIT
that one of the Jan. 9, 1939, letters was even more explicit.

Holocaust Memorial Day
Prompts Warnings

It too was sent to over 60 prelates, and the instructions, written in Latin, "leave no room for

Anti-Judaism in the Hitler Era;
Rabbis and Reconciliation

doubt about the intentions of the Holy See and about Eugenio Pacelli's thoughts," the scholar

Future Paul VI's Role as a
Vatican-U.S. Liaison Is Clarified
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ZENIT - Pius XII's Efforts to Save Jewish Culture Revealed
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said.
The letter, he reported, reads, "Do not engage in saving only Jewish people but also
synagogues, cultural centers and everything that pertains to their faith: the Torah scrolls,
libraries, cultural centers, etc.)."
The foundation explained that this point is important, because many historians have only
acknowledged the efforts of Pius XII to save converted Jews, but the evidence seems to paint a

http://www.zenit.org/rssenglish-29766

Cause Under Way for Italian
Who Helped Save Jews From
Nazis
Arabs and Jews Undertake
Pilgrimage of Reconciliation to
Auschwitz
Pius XII's Directive Helped
Save 800 Jews in 3 Cities,
Papers Reveal

different picture.
[ more information ]
It continued: "Since many of the critics of this papacy have not yet accepted the proven Nazi
threat against the Vatican State and the life of Pope Pius XII directly, they seem not to
understand that there was a need for deception sending only encrypted or verbal directives.
"In many cases the historians are ignorant of the unique Vatican language sometimes using
ancient Latin to express the hidden meaning of these requests."
It added that "the terms non-Aryan Catholics, non-Aryans, and Catholic Jews all indeed meant
Jews," thus coded so that "if documents were intercepted, this deception would not raise a red
flag since the concordat signed in 1933 specifically provided protection for Jews who converted
to Christianity."
Eliminate obstacles
The foundation's president, Gary Krupp, underlined the mission "to identify and eliminate
non-theological obstacles between religions," such as the discrepancies regarding the World
War II papacy of Pius XII.
In this light, he said, the foundation undertook a "document retrieval project of the war time
era to publicly post as many documents and eye witness testimonies as possible to bring the
truth to light."
Elliot Hershberg, the foundation's chairman, stated that the organization "will continue to
reveal as many documents as possible since everything we have found thus far seems to
indicate the known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong."
The foundation has over 40,000 pages of documents on its Web site, along with eyewitness
videos available for public perusal.
Hershberg affirmed, "We also believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving Europe
may not have had any idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these
Vatican efforts."
Ronald Rychlak, author of "Hitler, the War and the Pope," acknowledged that this discovery by
the foundation is "another confirmation" of the "good works of Pope Pius XII and the Catholic
Church."
He stated, "The important aspect of this document is that it shows what many of us have been
saying all along: Efforts that appear to have been directed to protect only converted Jews
actually protected Jews regardless of whether they had converted."
[With the contribution of Jesús Colina]
--- --- --On the Net:
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L'Osservatore Romano World War II editions online
Pave the Way Foundation has received permission from the Vatican's semi-official newspaper, L'Osservatore
Romano, to publish online its archived editions from 1938 to 1945.
The New York-based foundation, a non-sectarian organization whose mission is to identify and try to eliminate
obstacles between religions and to initiate positive gestures in order to improve interreligious relations, has been
working to discover the facts regarding Pope Pius XII and his efforts to help Jews during World War II.
As part of this effort, it has been working to retrieve and publicize as many documents as possible to expose the truth
of the secret and public action of the Holy See during World War II.
The foundation requested permission to place on its Web site the wartime L'Osservatore Romano editions, which
have only been available previously in the newspaper's archives in Rome.
Elliot Hershberg, chairman of Pave the Way Foundation, affirmed that 'this is a very big step in educating the
legitimate historians worldwide.'
He explained, 'There have been many references that have been made about articles in L'Osservatore Romano over
the years, both positive and negative, and now these can be verified online.'

6/12/2010 3:40 PM
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L'Osservatore Romano editions will add some 24,000 pages to the extensive online library, which includes video
interviews aimed at helping the public understand the actions of the Holy See during that time period.
The foundation's president and founder, Gary Krupp, expressed appreciation to Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Benedict
XVI's secretary of state, and Cardinal Raffaele Farina, prefect of the Vatican Library, for their 'confidence and trust in
the work of Pave the Way Foundation and for their insight and willingness to do whatever is necessary to bring the
truth of this terrible period in history public.' [Zenit] 1644.24

6/12/2010 3:40 PM

Documents prove the Vatican’s actions to save Jews in 1938 triggered by Kristallnacht
New York June 29, 2010- Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF) has announced Vatican document discoveries of great
importance. Gary Krupp, President of PTWF, said that "in the furtherance of our mission to identify and eliminate nontheological obstacles between religions we have indentified the papacy of Pope Pius XII as a period, which negatively
impacts over one billion people. PTWF has undertaken our document retrieval project of the war time era to publicly post
as many documents and eye witness testimonies as possible to bring the truth to light. To this date we have over 40,000
pages of documents, eye witness videos, and news articles on our website www.ptwf.org to help historians research this
period."

Historian and PTWF representative from Germany Michael Hesemann, has been regularly visiting the recently opened
Vatican Secret Archives and continues to make significant discoveries. His latest study of the original documents that
were previously published, reveal secret actions to save thousands of Jews as early as 1938, 3 weeks after Kristallnacht.

Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (Pope Pius XII) sent a telex November 30, 1938 to the Nunciatures and Apostolic Delegations
as well as a letter to 61 Archbishops in the Catholic world requesting 200,000 visas for "Non Aryan Catholics" three
weeks after Kristallnacht; In addition he sent additional letters dated January 9, 1939. Michael Hesemann stated that "the
fact that in this letter speaks of 'ebrei convertiti' (converted Jews), and 'non-Aryan Catholics' indeed seems to be a cover.
You couldn't be sure that Nazi agents wouldn't learn about this initiative. Pacelli had to make sure they don't misuse it for
their propaganda, that they could not claim that 'the Church is an ally of the Jews"' (indeed the Nazis already used the
phrase 'the Jews and their black (Church) and red (Bolshevik) allies' in their propaganda), which would cause a
persecution of the Church in Nazi Germany. The concordat of 1933 singed with Germany, also guaranteed that
converted Jews would be treated as Christians and using this legal position enabled Pacelli to help “Catholic NonAryans”. One clue that he is not just referring to ‘converted Jews’ is clearly revealed when Pacelli asks that the
Archbishops, “care should be taken that sanctuaries are provided to safeguard their spiritual welfare and to protect their
religious cult, customs and traditions'. (Latin: 'ubi ipsis propria sint aedes sacra, propria schola et propria ea omnia quae
ad religionis cultum, instituta et mores pertinent.')"
Indeed converted Jews in Germany never had any sanctuaries, customs, or traditions on their own. With their
conversion, they just became normal Catholics. Further proof of the real intent of the Vatican requests comes
from reading the original responses of the bishops and Nuncios on Pacelli's request. The bishops often referred to the
"persecuted Jews", not to "converted Jews" or "Non Aryan Catholics".
Although it is widely acknowledged by historians that Pacelli interceded to save thousands of "converted Jews", many
base their conclusions on their cursory reading of letters and Vatican documents. Since many of the critics of this papacy
have not yet accepted the proven Nazi threat against the Vatican State and the life of Pope Pius XII directly, they seem
not to understand that there was a need for deception sending only encrypted or verbal directives. In many cases the
historians are ignorant of the unique Vatican language sometimes using ancient Latin to express the hidden meaning of
these requests. High Vatican officials have verified to us that the terms Non-Aryan Catholics, non-Aryans, Catholic Jews
all indeed meant Jews. We were told that if documents were intercepted, this deception would not raise a red flag since
the concordat signed in 1933 specifically provided protection for Jews who converted to Christianity.
Chairman of Pave the Way Foundation, Elliot Hershberg, has stated that "PTWF will continue to reveal as many
documents as possible since everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the known negative perception of

Pope Pius XII is wrong. We also believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving Europe may not have had any
idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these Vatican efforts."
Renowned scholar Professor Ronald Rychlak and author of the recently reprinted Hitler, the War and the Pope, said,
“PTWF has located document after document showing the good works of Pope Pius XII and the Catholic Church. This is

another confirmation of those good works. The important aspect of this document is that it shows what many of us
have been saying all along: efforts that appear to have been directed to protect only converted Jews actually protected
Jews regardless of whether they had converted.”
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Catholics and Jews Renew Dialogue on Pius XII
By Jesús Colina
VATICAN CITY, APRIL 29, 2010 (Zenit.org).- Catholic and Jewish representatives have re-launched a dialogue,
interrupted in 2001, on the figure of Pope Pius XII and his relationship with the people of Israel, particularly
during the Holocaust.
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At the end of Wednesday's general audience Benedict XVI greeted representatives who are in Rome for a
meeting organized by the Pave the Way Foundation.
The founder of this organization, New York Jew Gary Krupp, explained to ZENIT that the audience with the
Pope was attended by rabbis and representatives of Jewish communities from the United States, Israel,
Australia and Switzerland "who wished to stand in solidarity shoulder to shoulder with the Catholic Church and
the Holy Father" during "the attacks against the Church and His Holiness by an over-zealous media."
The meeting, which continued with the questions that the International Catholic-Jewish Historical intended to
address in 2001, had an academic character with the participation of several rabbis, but was not an official
representation.
The commission was originally appointed in 1999 by the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the
Jews, and consisted of three Jewish and three Catholic scholars.

Lifestyle
Charity
Fitness
Pilgrimages
Relationships
Singles
Vocation

Think & Learn
Education
Environment
Islam Facts
Pope

They reviewed the Vatican documents concerning Pope Pius XII and submitted a report in 2000 with 47
questions regarding the Holy See's response to the Holocaust.
However, due to disagreement and conflicting viewpoints, the group was disbanded in 2001.
Now, in a two-day debate session that began April 23, answers were given to those 47 questions posed in 2000.
Those who responded to the questions were Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel, historian and relator to the cause of
beatification of Pius XII; Matteo Napolitano, professor of the history of international relations (University of
Molise, Italy); Andrea Tornielli, Vatican expert from the daily "Il Giornale;" Ronald Rychlak, law professor at
Mississippi State University; and Michael Hesemann, German historian and writer.
All the answers were fully recorded by H2O News and will be given to the Yad Vashem Commission, the
Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority, and will be available on the Pave the Way Foundation
Web site.
Initiatives
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Krupp reported to ZENIT: "We also discussed the Holy See endorsing a family-based initiative of dedicating
Friday night dinner with the family. Here two hours will be dedicated to the children. Rabbi Shmuley Boteach
and Pave the Way Foundation are promoting this initiative dedicated to the family."
At the Papal audience David Victor, the chairman of AIPAC, an American Israeli organization, spoke to the Holy
Father and asked him to issue remarks condemning the Iranian regime's denial of the Holocaust and its efforts
to develop an atomic bomb. The Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, declared, during a 2005 speech,
that Israel must be "wiped off the map."
The representatives also met with Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, which oversees the Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews.
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In that meeting, Krupp spoke about the loud and dedicated condemnation of Adolf Hitler and National Socialism
by Pope Pius XII from the very beginning, noting that it should serve as an example of how the Holy See can
respond to a modern day Hitler.
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Krupp concluded, "This was a very important day in Rome for our group."
--- --- --On the Net:
Pave the Way Foundation: http://www.ptwf.org
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POL - Shoah, Pacelli chiese duecentomila visti per
“non ariani”
Roma, 2 lug (Il Velino) - Il 30 novembre 1938,
tre settimane dopo la Kristallnacht, il cardinale
Eugenio Pacelli, segretario di Stato di Pio XI,
inviò un telex alle nunziature e alle delegazioni
apostoliche e una lettera a 61 arcivescovi di
tutto il mondo richiedendo 200 mila visti per
cattolici “non ariani”. Il futuro Pio XII inviò
anche un’altra lettera scritta in latino e datata
9 gennaio 1939 (Archivio Segreto Vaticano,
Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Stati Ecclesiastici, 1938-1939, Pos. 575 p.o., Fasc. 606 bis,
consultabile anche sul sito www.ptwf.org). Lo rivelano recenti studi sostenuti dalla Pave the
Way Foundation, sulla base di documenti dell’Archivio Segreto Vaticano. I documenti — riporta
l’agenzia Zenit, ripresa dall'Osservatore romano — testimoniano di azioni segrete per salvare
migliaia di ebrei fin dal 1938. Nelle carte vaticane si chiede l’espatrio di “ebrei convertiti” e di
cattolici “ex non ariano genere provenientes”, come scrive Pacelli nella lettera citata. Il
Concordato del 1933 firmato con la Germania garantiva che gli ebrei convertiti sarebbero stati
trattati come cristiani, e usare questa posizione legale permise alla Chiesa di aiutare appunto i
cattolici “non ariani”.

ORESEDICI
SERA

PARLAMENTO
ECONOMIA
LATAM
COOPERAZIONE
AMBIENTE ED ENERGIA
AGROALIMENTARE
SALUTE E BENESSERE
INNOVAZIONE E PA
CULTURA

Una prova del fatto che il segretario di Stato di Pio XI non si riferisse solo agli “ebrei convertiti”
è nella frase della lettera dove il cardinale chiede che gli arcivescovi si preoccupino di
difendere “il loro culto religioso, i loro costumi e le loro tradizioni” (“omnia quae ad religionis
cultum, instituta et mores pertinent”). Un altro indizio del reale intento delle richieste del
Vaticano deriva dalle risposte originali dei vescovi e dei nunzi alla richiesta, nelle quali i presuli
fanno riferimento spesso a “ebrei perseguitati”, non a “ebrei convertiti” o a “cattolici non
ariani”. “Anche se è ampiamente riconosciuta dagli storici l’intercessione di Pacelli per salvare
migliaia di “ebrei convertiti” molti basano le proprie conclusioni sulla rapida lettura di lettere e
documenti vaticani”, osserva Gary Krupp, presidente di Pave the Way, sottolineando inoltre
che molti dei critici di Pacelli non hanno ancora accettato “la provata e diretta minaccia nazista
contro lo Stato vaticano e la vita di Papa Pio xii e sembrano non capire che bisognava usare
sotterfugi visto che si inviavano solo direttive criptate o verbali”.
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La nota di Pacelli per l’aiuto ai “non ariani”
A poche settimane dalla Notte dei Cristalli, il Vaticano si mosse segretamente
chiedendo ai vescovi di molti Paesi di adoperarsi per favorire l’immigrazione degli
ebrei dalla Germania. «Ogni volta che questi emigranti saranno insediati in colonie
separate, occorre fare attenzione di garantire loro gli edifici di culto e le scuole,
per salvaguardare il loro benessere spirituale e per proteggere i loro costumi e le
loro tradizioni». È il passaggio centrale e decisivo di una nota scritta in latino,
inviata il 9 gennaio 1939 a 61 arcivescovi in vari Paesi dalla Segreteria di Stato
guidata dall’allora cardinale Eugenio Pacelli. Il futuro Pio XII, a nome di Papa Ratti,
che sarebbe morto poco più di un mese dopo, chiede alle Chiese di Regno Unito,
Irlanda, Scozia, Lituania, Olanda, Lussemburgo, Canada, Stati Uniti, Costa Rica,
Salvador, Bolivia, Argentina, Cile, Colombia, Ecuador, Perù, Venezuela e Australia
di collaborare per aiutare chi fugge dalla Germania e ha bisogno di aiuto sia per i
visti d’ingresso sia per il sostentamento. La minuta della nota, ritrovata dallo
studioso tedesco Michael Hesemann, rappresentante in Germania di «Pawe the Way
Foundation», è conservata nell’Archivio Segreto Vaticano (Affari Ecclesiastici, P.
575, fasc. 606) e nella parte iniziale spiega: «Le recenti leggi instaurate in Germania
stanno provocando la migrazione di duecentomila cattolici non ariani», cioè di
origine ebraica. «Molti di loro sono eminenti in virtù, ingegno e dottrina». Papa Pio
XI vuole aiutarli e dunque i vescovi sono invitati a istituire «Comitati di assistenza
per i cattolici non ariani» e ad adoperarsi per favorire, presso i vari governi, la concessione di visti d’ingresso. Nella nota in latino si
cita esplicitamente la «St. Raphael-Verein», l’opera San Raffaele che in quegli anni mise in salvo numerosissimi ebrei. Il passaggio
centrale è quello citato, nel quale Pacelli ricorda ai vescovi l’importanza di garantire culto, scuole e tradizioni religiose dei
profughi. Anche se nel documento, probabilmente per ragioni di sicurezza, si citano soltanto i «cattolici non ariani», cioè gli ebrei
convertiti al cristianesimo, è evidente dal contesto e dai numeri citati che l’operazione di salvataggio si intendeva più ampia e per
questo erano menzionate anche le tradizioni religiose e le scuole. «È chiaro da molti altri documenti – spiega il professor Matteo
Luigi Napolitano, docente all’università Marconi di Roma – che non si trattava di salvare solo gli ebrei convertiti, ma l’aiuto veniva
dato a tutti». Già il 4 aprile 1933, il Segretario di Stato Pacelli aveva chiesto al nunzio apostolico a Berlino, Cesare Orsenigo di
interessarsi della sorte degli ebrei , un aiuto che andava dato «poiché è nelle tradizioni della Santa Sede svolgere la sua universale
missione di pace e di carità verso tutti gli uomini, a qualsiasi condizione sociale o religione appartengano», scriveva il futuro Pio XII.
James G. McDonald, alto commissario per i profughi tedeschi (ebrei e non ebrei), in quegli anni rimane in costante contatto,
attraverso il conte Enrico Galeazzi, con il cardinale Pacelli, che incontrerà più volte. E il 6 aprile 1938, nove mesi prima della nota
ora resa pubblica, il Segretario di Stato Pacelli era presso la nunziatura di Varsavia nel tentativo di bloccare una legge che proibiva
la macellazione rituale dei capi di bestiame secondo l’usanza ebraica, giudicandola «persecutoria».
Questo articolo e' stato scritto Wednesday, June 30th, 2010 alle 6:19 pm nella categoria Varie.
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La notizia è di quelle più
sorprendenti.
Presso l'Archivio della Segreteria di
Stato è conservata una circolare di
Eugenio Pacelli, il futuro Pio XII,
contenente degli ordini precisi di
aiutare in ogni modo gli ebrei
perseguitati, specialmente quelli
oggetto delle leggi razziali.
Recante come numero di protocollo
il 77/39, la circolare si trova nell'Archivio degli Affari Ecclesiastici
straordinari, "Stati Ecclesiastici", pos. 575, fasc 606 bis. Datata 9 gennaio
1939, la circolare fu inviata a sessantacinque destinatari tra nunzi, delegati
apostolici e vescovi.
Le istruzioni, scritte in latino, non lasciano spazio a dubbi sulle intenzioni
della Santa Sede e di Eugenio Pacelli. Il Segretario di Stato ordina che le
organizzazioni di soccorso cattoliche si organizzino in consigli in grado di
cooperare più efficacemente per la salvezza degli ebrei e per garantire loro
un asilo sicuro fuori della Germania.
Ma c'è di più. Non datevi da fare solo per salvare persone di stirpe ebraica,
ma anche sinagoghe, centri culturali e tutto quanto pertiene ai culti loro:
rotoli della Torah, biblioteche, centri culturali, ecc. Questo il senso delle
istruzioni. "Praetera absidue communicent cum societatibus consiliisque, si
quae in sua regione sint - recita infatti la circolare di Pacelli - ad exsules
adiuvandos conditis, ut boni catholici subsidia et opera asseuqntur ac, si
ubivis coloniae profugis assignentur, iidem se iuncta territoria vel loca
habeant, ubi ipsis propria sint aedes sacra, propria scholaet propria ea
omnia quae ad religionis cultum, instituta et mores pertinent".
Questo importante documento, rimasto inedito per tanti anni, getta nuova
luce sulla figura del Segretario di Stato, di lì a poco divenuto Papa col nome
di Pio XII, proprio in un momento drammatico per la storia europea,
quando, di lì a poco, Hitler avrebbe scatenato il più sanguinoso conflitto del
Novecento e la più efferata persecuzione antiebraica che il centesimo secolo
abbia mai registrato.
ENGLISH VERSION
Pacelli said: Save not only Jews but also every Jewish stuff
The news is the really surprising.
The Archives of the Secretary of State have a circularletter written by
Eugenio Pacelli, the future Pius XII.
Dated January 9, 1939, it is sent to sixty-five recipients among nuncios,
apostolic delegates and bishops.
The instructions, written in Latin, leave no room for doubt about the
intentions of the Holy See and about Eugenio Pacelli's thoughts:
"Do not engage in saving only Jewish people - the letter reads - but also
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Il cardinale Pacelli e gli ebrei

Duecentomila visti
per i "non ariani"
Il 30 novembre 1938, tre settimane dopo la Kristallnacht, il cardinale Eugenio
Pacelli, segretario di Stato di Pio XI, inviò un telex alle nunziature e alle delegazioni
apostoliche e una lettera a 61 arcivescovi di tutto il mondo richiedendo 200.000 visti
per cattolici "non ariani". Il futuro Pio XII inviò anche un'altra lettera scritta in latino
e datata 9 gennaio 1939 (Archivio Segreto Vaticano, Affari Ecclesiastici
Straordinari, Stati Ecclesiastici, 1938-1939, Pos. 575 p.o., Fasc. 606 bis, consultabile
anche sul sito www.ptwf.org. Lo rivelano recenti studi sostenuti dalla Pave the Way
Foundation, sulla base di documenti dell'Archivio Segreto Vaticano. I documenti riporta l'agenzia Zenit - testimoniano di azioni segrete per salvare migliaia di ebrei fin
dal 1938. Nelle carte vaticane si chiede l'espatrio di "ebrei convertiti" e di cattolici
ex non ariano genere provenientes, come scrive Pacelli nella lettera citata.
Il Concordato del 1933 firmato con la Germania garantiva che gli ebrei convertiti
sarebbero stati trattati come cristiani, e usare questa posizione legale permise alla
Chiesa di aiutare appunto i cattolici "non ariani". Una prova del fatto che il
segretario di Stato di Pio xi non si riferisse solo agli "ebrei convertiti" è nella frase
della lettera dove il cardinale chiede che gli arcivescovi si preoccupino di difendere
"il loro culto religioso, i loro costumi e le loro tradizioni" (omnia quae ad religionis
cultum, instituta et mores pertinent). Un altro indizio del reale intento delle richieste
del Vaticano deriva dalle risposte originali dei vescovi e dei nunzi alla richiesta, nelle
quali i presuli fanno riferimento spesso a "ebrei perseguitati", non a "ebrei convertiti"
o a "cattolici non ariani". "Anche se è ampiamente riconosciuta dagli storici
l'intercessione di Pacelli per salvare migliaia di "ebrei convertiti" molti basano le
proprie conclusioni sulla rapida lettura di lettere e documenti vaticani", osserva Gary
Krupp, presidente di Pave the Way, sottolineando inoltre che molti dei critici di
Pacelli non hanno ancora accettato "la provata e diretta minaccia nazista contro lo
Stato vaticano e la vita di Papa Pio XII e sembrano non capire che bisognava usare
sotterfugi visto che si inviavano solo direttive criptate o verbali".

(©L'Osservatore Romano 3 luglio 2010)
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Those who bash Pius XII ignore the other side of the
story – his efforts to save Jews
By Guy Walters World Last updated: July 5th, 2010
14 Comments Comment on this article

Pope Pius XII has been criticised by scholars and Jewish groups for not
taking a firm, public stance against Hitler (Photo: Getty)
With the Pope’s visit to the UK just under 11 weeks away, we can expect scores of stories bashing the Roman
Catholic Church over the summer. My colleague Damian Thompson suspects that such a campaign is gearing up,
and he may well be right. One line of attack will presumably be directed at Pius XII, often referred to as
“Hitler’s Pope“ because of his seeming tolerance of Nazism and regimes such as the Ustashi in Croatia. So much
junk history has been written about Pius XII, especially by those with an anti-Catholic agenda, that received
wisdom almost indicates that the Pope was as guilty for the Holocaust as Hitler and Himmler. (Declarations: I’m
not a Roman Catholic. I’m an atheist. Neither Damian Thompson nor Will Heaven lean on me to be nice to
Catholics.)
There can be no doubt that Pius XII was rather cosier than he should have been with various Fascists such as
Ante Pavelic – and there is strong documentary evidence to support this – but the notion that the Pope did
nothing to help Jews before and during the war needs to be debated. At the moment, the little debate that exists
is hopelessly one-sided, and it’s therefore no surprise that the media has not picked up the significance of some
recent archival finds in Rome.
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It would appear, and I stress the word “appear”, that Pius XII, while he was Cardinal Secretary of State Eugenio
Pacelli, was making significant efforts to rescue both Jews and their cultural and religious artefacts. On January 9
1939, for example, Pacelli wrote to over 60 prelates, requesting: “Do not engage in saving only Jewish people
but also synagogues, cultural centers and everything that pertains to their faith: the Torah scrolls, libraries,
cultural centers, etc.).”
I note that the researchers who have made this and other discoveries are sponsored by the Pave the Way
Foundation, which claims to be a non-sectarian organisation, and features representatives from many religions on
its board. I would feel a lot more comfortable if the work was being sponsored by a secular academic
organisation, and not one that sought to promote harmony between those of different faiths. It may be an
admirable agenda, but it is an agenda nevertheless. Would the Foundation be equally thrilled to discover a papal
communiqué that was in some way anti-Semitic?
Nevertheless, these are intriguing finds, and it would be useful if those who engaged in reflexive Pius-bashing
gave them some serious consideration.
Tags: Nazism, Papal visit, Pius XII, Pope Benedict VXI
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Hitler's Pope? A Jewish man defends Pope Pius XII
Gary Krupp, President of the Pave the Way Foundation, is a Jewish man who has been knighted by
two popes (John Paul II and Benedict XVI) for his good works.
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Through their PTWF organization, he and his wife Meredith use the media to promote religious
Subscribe
tolerance and understanding. According to them, one of the biggest areas of misunderstanding
between Christians and Jews is the tragically mistaken belief that, during the Holocaust, Pope Pius XII
at best was silent and at worst was an anti-Semite himself who tacitly supported the Hitler's demonic
plan to exterminate the Jews. They say that not only was he not an anti-Semite but that he was a hero
RSS Feed
who saved an extraordinary number of Jewish people during one of history's darkest events.
Through the media, the PTWF is attempting to restore the reputation of a man Krupp says has had his Receive updates from Catholics, Media, &
record systematically distorted (also through the media).
Culture
In the early sixties, the dramatic play The Deputy: A Christian Tragedy depicted Pius XII as a
hypocrite who failed to speak out or take action against the Holocaust. Krupp suggests the work was
part of a calculated Soviet plan during the Cold War to discredit the Church that, unfortunately, was
largely successful. But the truth, he convincingly maintains, was quite the reverse.
The PTWF is in the midst of a campaign to release documents he says proves that Pius XII worked
tirelessly and heroically to save Jewish lives during a period of great peril for the Church as well. He
plans to utilize the media (including books and films) to get the word out and correct what he considers
to be a great misunderstanding of the 20th century.
A recent press release put out by the Pave the Way Foundation is, I think, worth reading. Here it is:
Documents prove the Vatican's actions to save Jews in 1938 triggered by Kristallnacht
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New York June 29, 2010- Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF) has announced Vatican document
discoveries of great importance. Gary Krupp, President of PTWF, said that "in the furtherance of our
mission to identify and eliminate non-theological obstacles between religions we have indentified the
papacy of Pope Pius XII as a period, which negatively impacts over one billion people. PTWF has
undertaken our document retrieval project of the war time era to publicly post as many documents and
eye witness testimonies as possible to bring the truth to light. To this date we have over 40,000 pages
of documents, eyewitness videos, and news articles on our website www.ptwf.org help historians
research this period."
Historian and PTWF representative from Germany Michael Hesemann, has been regularly visiting the
recently opened Vatican Secret Archives and continues to make significant discoveries. His latest
study of the original documents that were previously published, reveal secret actions to save
thousands of Jews as early as 1938, 3 weeks after Kristallnacht.
Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (Pope Pius XII) sent a telex November 30, 1938 to the Nunciatures and
Apostolic Delegations as well as a letter to 61 Archbishops in the Catholic world requesting 200,000
visas for "Non Aryan Catholics" three weeks after Kristallnacht; In addition he sent additional letters
dated January 9, 1939. Michael Hesemann stated that "the fact that in this letter speaks of 'ebrei
convertiti' (converted Jews), and 'non-Aryan Catholics' indeed seems to be a cover. You couldn't be
sure that Nazi agents wouldn't learn about this initiative. Pacelli had to make sure they don't misuse it
for their propaganda, that they could not claim that 'the Church is an ally of the Jews"' (indeed the
Nazis already used the phrase 'the Jews and their black (Church) and red (Bolshevik) allies' in their
propaganda), which would cause a persecution of the Church in Nazi Germany. The concordat of 1933
singed with Germany, also guaranteed that converted Jews would be treated as Christians and using
this legal position enabled Pacelli to help "Catholic Non-Aryans". One clue that he is not just referring
to 'converted Jews' is clearly revealed when Pacelli asks that the Archbishops, "care should be taken
that sanctuaries are provided to safeguard their spiritual welfare and to protect their religious cult,
customs and traditions'. (Latin: 'ubi ipsis propria sint aedes sacra, propria schola et propria ea omnia
quae ad religionis cultum, instituta et mores pertinent.')"
Indeed converted Jews in Germany never had any sanctuaries, customs, or traditions on their own.
With their conversion, they just became normal Catholics. Further proof of the real intent of the
Vatican requests comes
from reading the original responses of the bishops and Nuncios on Pacelli's request. The bishops
often referred to the "persecuted Jews", not to "converted Jews" or "Non Aryan Catholics".
Although it is widely acknowledged by historians that Pacelli interceded to save thousands of
"converted Jews", many base their conclusions on their cursory reading of letters and Vatican
documents. Since many of the critics of this papacy have not yet accepted the proven Nazi threat
against the Vatican State and the life of Pope Pius XII directly, they seem not to understand that there
was a need for deception sending only encrypted or verbal directives. In many cases the historians
are ignorant of the unique Vatican language sometimes using ancient Latin to express the hidden
meaning of these requests. High Vatican officials have verified to us that the terms Non-Aryan
Catholics, non-Aryans, Catholic Jews all indeed meant Jews. We were told that if documents were
intercepted, this deception would not raise a red flag since the concordat signed in 1933 specifically
provided protection for Jews who converted to Christianity.
Chairman of Pave the Way Foundation, Elliot Hershberg, has stated that "PTWF will continue to
reveal as many documents as possible since everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the
known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong. We also believe that many Jews who were
successful in leaving Europe may not have had any idea that their visas and travel documents were
obtained through these Vatican efforts."
Renowned scholar Professor Ronald Rychlak and author of the recently reprinted Hitler, the War and
the Pope, said, "PTWF has located document after document showing the good works of Pope Pius
XII and the Catholic Church. This is another confirmation of those good works. The important aspect
of this document is that it shows what many of us have been saying all along: efforts that appear to
have been directed to protect only converted Jews actually protected Jews regardless of whether they
had converted."
Post the First Comment »
Filed Under: Cold War, Pave the Way Foundation, Soviet Union, The Deputy, The Holocaust
posted by John W. Kennedy @ 6:40am
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The sad case of Mel Gibson
It was at a holiday barbecue when the subject of Mel Gibson's latest alleged rant came up. This time,
as you probably know by now, the movie star/director is said to have been caught on tape delivering a
vile sexist and racist tirade threatening violence against Oksana Grigorieva, the former girlfriend with
whom he has a child.
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'Hitler's Pope' saved thousands of Jewish lives
Pope Pius XII, the controversial wartime pontiff, may have saved thousands of Jews by secretly
securing visas so they could escape Nazi Germany, a historian has claimed
By Simon Caldwell
Published: 10:00PM BST 06 Jul 2010
Pope Pius, who was labelled “Hitler’s
Pope” because of his silence during the
Holocaust, may have arranged the exodus
of about 200,000 Jews from Germany just
three weeks after Kristallnacht, when
thousands of Jews were rounded up and
sent to concentration camps.
The claim was made by

Pope Pius XII: The claim was made by Dr Michael Hesemann, an academic carrying out research in
the Vatican Archives for the Pave the Way Foundation, a US-based interfaith group. Photo: AP

Related Articles
Vatican investigates Pope Pius XII 'miracle' (/news/worldnews/europe/vaticancityandholysee/7027141/Vaticaninvestigates-Pope-Pius-XII-miracle.html)

Vatican planned to move to Portugal if Nazis captured wartime Pope (/news/newstopics/religion/5195584/Vaticanplanned-to-move-to-Portugal-if-Nazis-captured-wartime-Pope.html)

Britain knew about extermination of Jews, Vatican claims (/news/worldnews/europe/vaticancityandholysee/6040321
/Britain-knew-about-extermination-of-Jews-Vatican-claims.html)

Pope to visit Holy Land in May (/news/worldnews/europe/vaticancityandholysee/4959545/Pope-to-visit-Holy-Landin-May.html)

Pope Benedict XVI seeks to end Jewish-Catholic tension over Holocaust (/news/worldnews/middleeast/israel
/5309527/Pope-Benedict-XVI-seeks-to-end-Jewish-Catholic-tension-over-Holocaust.html)

Pope Benedict XVI visits Jordan mosque in effort to heal Vatican's rift with Islam (/news/worldnews/europe
/vaticancityandholysee/5300283/Pope-Benedict-XVI-visits-Jordan-mosque-in-effort-to-heal-Vaticans-rift-with-Islam.html)

Dr Michael Hesemann, a German historian carrying out research in the Vatican archives for the Pave the Way Foundation,
a US-based inter-faith group.
He said that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli – the future Pius XII – wrote to Catholic archbishops around the world to urge them to
apply for visas for “non-Aryan Catholics” and Jewish converts to Christianity who wanted to leave Germany.
Elliot Hershberg, the chairman of the Pave the Way Foundation, said:“ We believe that many Jews who were successful in
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leaving
Europe may not have had any idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these Vatican efforts.
“Everything we have found thus far seems to indicate
the known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong.”
Pius XII was criticised for failing to denounce explicitly the Holocaust, the Nazi regime or to excommunicate Hitler.
Dr Hesemann says that additional evidence suggests that the visas would have been given to ordinary Jews desperate to
escape persecution.
“The fact that this letter speaks of 'converted Jews’ and 'non-Aryan’ Catholics indeed seems to be a cover,” said Dr
Hesemann.
“You couldn’t be sure that Nazi agents wouldn’t learn about this initiative,” he said.
“Pacelli had to make sure they didn’t misuse it for their propaganda, that they could not claim that the Church is an ally of
the Jews.”
The appeal from Cardinal Pacelli, then the Vatican’s Secretary of State, was dated Nov 30, 1938 – 20 days after
Kristallnacht, the “night of broken glass”.
Cardinal Pacelli was able to ask for the visas because the 1933 concordat he signed with the Nazis specifically provided
protection for Jews who converted to Christianity.
Dr Ed Kessler, the director of the Cambridge-based Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths, said: “It is clear that Pius XII
facilitated the saving of Roman Jews.”
In December, Pope Benedict XVI placed Pius one step closer to sainthood when he declared him “Venerable”, meaning
that the Church believes he lived a life of “heroic virtue”.
Two miracles are needed to canonise him as a saint and the Vatican is investigating at least one apparently inexplicable
healing.
Some Jewish groups want the process frozen until the Vatican is ready to open its secret wartime archives in 2014.
Sir Martin Gilbert, a British historian and the world’s leading expert on the Holocaust, has said that Pope Pius XII should be
considered as a “Righteous Gentile” by Yad Vashem, the Israeli Holocaust remembrance authority.
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More Evidence Exonerating Pius XII

Pius XII's pro-Jewish WW2 efforts:
Pope Pius XII, the controversial wartime pontiff,
may have saved thousands of Jews by secretly
securing visas so they could escape Nazi Germany, a
historian has claimed.
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London, July 7 (ANI): Dr Michael Hesemann, an academic carrying out research in
the Vatican Archives for a US-based interfaith group ‘Pave the Way Foundation’,
has claimed that Pope Pius XII , the controversial wartime pontiff, may have saved
thousands of Jews by secretly securing visas so they could escape from Nazis in
Germany.
According to the Telegraph, Pope Pius XII, who was labeled “Hitler’s Pope”,
because of his silence during the Holocaust, may have arranged the exodus of about
200,000 Jews from Germany just three weeks after Kristallnacht, when thousands of
Jews were rounded up and sent to concentration camps.
Dr Hesemann has revealed that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, the future Pius XII, wrote
to Catholic archbishops around the world to urge them to apply for visas for
“non-Aryan Catholics” and Jewish converts to Christianity who wanted to leave
Germany.
“ We believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving Europe may not have
had any idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these
Vatican efforts. Everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the known
negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong,” the paper quoted Elliot Hershberg,
the chairman of the Pave the Way Foundation, as saying.
Pius XII was criticised for failing to explicitly denounce the Holocaust, the Nazi
regime or to excommunicate Hitler.
The paper stated Dr Hesemann as saying that additional evidence has suggested that
the visas would have been given to ordinary Jews desperate to escape persecution.
“The fact that this letter speaks of ‘converted Jews’ and ‘non-Aryan’ Catholics
indeed seems to be a cover, you couldn’t be sure that Nazi agents wouldn’t learn
about this initiative,” he said.
According to him, Cardinal Pacelli was able to ask for the visas because the 1933
concordat he signed with the Nazis specifically provided protection for Jews who
converted to Christianity.
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“It is clear that Pius XII facilitated the saving of Roman Jews,” Dr Ed Kessler, the director of the
Cambridge-based Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths, said.
The report said that in December, Pope Benedict XVI placed Pius one step closer to sainthood when he declared
him “Venerable”, meaning that the Church believes he lived a life of “heroic virtue”.
However, Some Jewish groups want the process frozen until the Vatican is ready to open its secret wartime
archives in 2014. (ANI)[NF]
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Pope Pius XII, the controversial pontiff during World War Two,
may have saved thousands of Jewish lives by secretly
securing visas so they could escape Nazi Germany, a historian
claimed yesterday.
Pope Pius, who was labelled "Hitler's Pope" because of his
silence during the Holocaust, may have arranged the exodus
of about 200,000 Jews from Germany just three weeks after
Kristallnacht, when thousands of Jews were rounded up and
sent to concentration camps.
The claim was made by Dr Michael Hesemann, a German
historian carrying out research in the Vatican archives for the
Pave the Way Foundation, a US-based inter-faith group.
He said that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli -- the future Pius XII -wrote to Catholic archbishops around the world to urge them
to apply for visas for "non-Aryan Catholics" and Jewish
converts to Christianity who wanted to leave Germany.
Elliot Hershberg, the chairman of the Pave the Way
Foundation, said: "Everything we have found thus far seems
to indicate the known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is
wrong."
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Cardinal Pacelli was able to ask for the visas because the
1933 concordat he signed with the Nazis specifically provided protection for Jews who
converted to Christianity.
In December, Pope Benedict XVI placed Pius one step closer to sainthood when he declared
him "Venerable", meaning the church believes he lived a life of "heroic virtue". Two miracles
are needed to canonise him as a saint and the Vatican is investigating at least one
apparently inexplicable healing.
Some Jewish groups want the process frozen until the Vatican is ready to open its secret
wartime archives in 2014.
Sir Martin Gilbert, a British historian and the world's leading expert on the Holocaust, has
said that Pope Pius XII should be considered as a "Righteous Gentile" by Yad Vashem, the
Israeli Holocaust remembrance authority. (© Daily Telegraph, London)
- Simon Caldwell in London
Irish Independent
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'Hitler's Pope' helped thousands of
Jews escape Nazi concentration camps
London, July 7 : Dr Michael Hesemann, an
academic carrying out research in the Vatican
Archives for a US-based interfaith group 'Pave the
Way Foundation', has claimed that Pope Pius XII,
the controversial wartime pontiff, may have saved
thousands of Jews by secretly securing visas so
they could escape from Nazis in Germany.
According to the
Telegraph, Pope
Pius XII, who
was labeled
"Hitler's Pope",
because of his
silence during
the Holocaust,
may have
arranged the
exodus of about
200,000 Jews
from Germany
just three weeks after Kristallnacht, when thousands of
Jews were rounded up and sent to concentration
camps.
Dr Hesemann has revealed that Cardinal Eugenio
Pacelli, the future Pius XII, wrote to Catholic
archbishops around the world to urge them to apply for
visas for "non-Aryan Catholics" and Jewish converts to
Christianity who wanted to leave Germany.
" We believe that many Jews who were successful in
leaving Europe may not have had any idea that their
visas and travel documents were obtained through
these Vatican efforts. Everything we have found thus far
seems to indicate the known negative perception of
Pope Pius XII is wrong," the paper quoted Elliot
Hershberg, the chairman of the Pave the Way
Foundation, as saying.
Pius XII was criticised for failing to explicitly denounce
the Holocaust, the Nazi regime or to excommunicate
Hitler.
The paper stated Dr Hesemann as saying that
additional evidence has suggested that the visas would
have been given to ordinary Jews desperate to escape
persecution.
"The fact that this letter speaks of ''converted Jews' and
''non-Aryan' Catholics indeed seems to be a cover, you
couldn't be sure that Nazi agents wouldn't learn about
this initiative," he said.
According to him, Cardinal Pacelli was able to ask for
the visas because the 1933 concordat he signed with
the Nazis specifically provided protection for Jews who
converted to Christianity.
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"It is clear that Pius XII facilitated the saving of Roman
Jews," Dr Ed Kessler, the director of the
Cambridge-based Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths,
said.

7/7/2010 9:07 AM

On Faith Panelists Blog: Not even all Christians follow same path - Rona...

1 of 3

http://newsweek.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/panelists/ronald_rychlak/20...

Sign In | Register Now

TODAY'S NEWSPAPER
Subscribe | PostPoints

NEWS

POLITICS

SEARCH:

OPINIONS BUSINESS

LOCAL

SPORTS

ARTS & LIVING

GOING OUT GUIDE

JOBS

CARS

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

CLASSIFIEDS

| Search Archives

Main Page |

Video |

Twitter |

Facebook |

Panel |

RSS Feed

GUEST VOICES: Lodi Gyari
PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL OF LAW

The Dalai Lama at 75

Ronald Rychlak
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Q: Are all religions the same? The Dalai Lama, who just
celebrated his 75th birthday, often refers to the 'oneness' of
all religions, the idea that all religions preach the same
message of love, tolerance and compassion. Historians
Karen Armstrong and Huston Smith agree that major faiths
are more alike than not. But in his new book "God is not
One," religion scholar and On Faith panelist Steve Prothero
says views by the Dalai Lama, Armstrong and Smith that all
religions "are different paths to the same God" is untrue,
disrespectful and dangerous. Who's right? Why?
The opinion expressed by the Dalai Lama as well as
Armstrong and Smith is certainly well intended and
aspirational. Unfortunately, It is at least partially wrong. We
may be more alike than not, but there are competing world
views. Many people have fought and died over religious
differences. That is not a good thing, but it is a reality.
As a Catholic in a heavily Protestant (primarily Baptist)
area, I am certainly aware of the advances that have been
made in mutual respect among religions. The vibrant
Catholic community that currently exists at Ole Miss often
comes as a surprise to those who knew Mississippi 40
years ago or only through the movies. The truth is that all
Christians here in the South have a world view that is more
similar than different, but we still have a long way to go.
I have recently been involved with an international
organization called Pave the Way Foundation. The leaders
of this organization are dedicated to knocking down barriers
that separate people of faith. Through projects like an infant
milk exchange - Jews in America buy formula for Palestinian
babies in the Holy Land and Muslims in the United States
buy formula for Jewish babies - Pave the Way is trying to
eliminate non-theological obstacles between the faiths.
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I have also been involved in some interreligious dialogue
projects, including two meetings with Iranian Ayatollahs and
the discussions that led to the "Nashville Declaration on
Theologians under Hitler." Discussions like this are
important, and they might lead to important developments,
but to those involved in them they often highlight the
theological differences that still separate us. To deny those
differences is untrue and disrespectful. In an eternal
salvation kind of way, it may also be dangerous.
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One thought that comes to mind for me is a couple that I
know quite well. They were practicing Baptists, but after
much prayer and study, they were drawn to investigate
Catholicism. They signed up for the "Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults" (RCIA) classes that are offered in every
(or most every) Catholic parish. At the very first meeting, the
nun running the class used the example of all faiths using
different paths but going up the same mountain.
This greatly upset the couple. After all, if they were already
going up the same mountain, why were they bothering to
take classes? And what about all the study they had already
put into their journey? Was there really no difference
between a Baptist, a Catholic, a Methodist, or a Jew? If that
is what the Catholic Church taught, the hell with it. They quit
the class and started their search all over.
After another 10 years of independent study, the family (now
expanded with several children) came back to the Catholic
Church. They vowed to take the RCIA class all the way
through to the end. Neither the nun nor the classes had
changed, but the husband explained to me that they became
Catholic despite, not because of, RCIA.
The family felt that Catholicism was (and is) important to
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Vatican : Pius XII. was a guardian angel "

Pope Pius XII. Not only has personally cared for the salvation of the Jews, he
has rendered outstanding and the preservation of Jewish heritage. It has found out
the German
an insightful
letter bears
Kristallnacht

historian Michael Hesemann . In the Vatican Secret Archives , he has
letter to the then Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli , later Pius XII. found . The
the date of 30 November 1938 , three weeks was written after
.

"The letter is a letter from Secretary of State Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli at 64
Catholic bishops around the world, in which he received under the new anti-Semitic
legislation in Germany - the Nuremberg racial laws - and the Kristallnacht pogrom
on 9 November asked to adjust and to ensure that visas are obtained for at least
200,000 refugees from Germany. It was about people persecuted because of their
race from Germany. "
Cardinal Pacelli had wanted to save so conscious Jews.

"In the letter, he used to escape the concept of the willing "non -Aryan Catholics " .
The further context of the letter shows , however, that it not just converts who
were under the Nuremberg racial laws as Jews , but also religious Jews were
meant. In the course of the letter is that the archbishops should provide for the
establishment of committees. These committees should ensure a proper reception
and care of refugees and above all, places of worship should be built for them. Also
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, these refugees have the opportunity to freely exercise their religion, their
manners and customs. "
If only Catholics were meant , this would be no sense , makes it clear Hesemann .
So be behind the term "non -Aryan Catholics " to understand more . Pacelli had
time to write for diplomatic reasons, in this way.

"I was on the letter - and hence the request Pacelli - already informed earlier . I
had already defied this request in my book " The Pope, Hitler "was mentioned . I
am but then gradually the entire document available position through. These are
records from the time when Eugenio Pacelli was still Cardinal Secretary of State ,
as the acts of his pontificate are not yet available . "
Hesemann Germany 's representative is the " Pave the Way "foundation , which
also handles the processing of the biography Pacelli .

"The letter was not alone in the Act . He went ahead of other texts in which Pacelli
asked for the inclusion of Jewish scholars. There were many graduates among the
refugees. This was followed on 9 January 1939 a letter , one should just form
committees "and explore with the governments on how many visas could be issued
to refugees. "
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Even the letters before his Pontifikatsantritt Pacelli proved how strong he stood up
for the Jews in Germany.

"In any case, you will find even more. We still have all the answers of the various
archbishops and nuncios around the world to bring the findings . We already know
that as Brazil Visa 3000 was made available . The Dominican Republic , General
Trujillo , has made every half year 800 visas available. We know from witnesses
that every six months at the expense of the Vatican Lisbon ago a boat was rented ,
with which the refugees were brought to the Dominican Republic and from there
they could then go further. "
"Leave no doubt about the intentions of the Holy See , " says the Pacelli , dated
January 1939.

"The bottom line was what then deliver the largest humanitarian operation in
history and the largest bailout of a persecuted minority at all. The course went
further , too. "
The historian Michael Hesemann is of the opinion that the history of reclamation to
Pius XII. make for some surprises .

" If, in about four years, the records for the pontificate of Pius XII. , which began in
March 1939, be released, we will make many new discoveries in this direction. This
will show how much Pius XII. for the persecuted Jews did, why did he not
denounced the Hitler government in public. The fact he did not, because just so
that his efforts would have been jeopardized. A public attack on Hitler had brought
nothing. On the contrary, would have made all this effort just impossible. That
Hitler would have never held in the lives of his murderous madness. Therefore, we
will still find many surprises that will eventually help to Pius XII. as that is
rehabilitated , what he was: as guardian of the persecuted who has everything set
in motion, as many people as possible to save them from the horrors of the Hitler
regime. "
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Latest News

Pius XII ‘secured visas for Jews’ after
Kristallnacht
By Simon Caldwell on Wednesday, 7 July 2010
The wartime pope may have saved thousands of Jewish lives by secretly securing visas so they could escape

7/7/2010 11:10 AM

Pius XII ‘secured visas for Jews’ after Kristallnacht | CatholicHerald.co.uk

2 of 7

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2010/07/07/pius-xii-%E2%80%9...

the Third Reich, a German historian has claimed.
Pope Pius XII, who has been severely criticised for his alleged silence during the Holocaust, may have
arranged the exodus of some 200,000 Jews from Germany just three weeks after Kristallnacht.
The claim was made by Dr Michael Hesemann, an academic carrying out research in the Vatican Archives for
the Pave the Way Foundation, a US-based inter-faith group.
He said that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli – the future Pius XII – wrote to Catholic archbishops around the world
to urge them to apply for visas for “non-Aryan Catholics” and Jewish converts to Christianity who wanted to
leave Germany.
Dr Hesemann says that additional evidence suggests that in fact the visas would be given to ordinary Jews
desperate to escape persecution.
“The fact that this letter speaks of ‘converted Jews’ and ‘non-Aryan’ Catholics indeed seems to be a cover,”
said Dr Hesemann.
“You couldn’t be sure that Nazi agents wouldn’t learn about this initiative,” he said. “Pacelli had to make
sure they didn’t misuse it for their propaganda, that they could not claim that the Church is an ally of the
Jews.”
A clue that Cardinal Pacelli was not referring to Jewish converts, said Dr Hesemann, came in a part of the
letter in which he asks Church leaders to provide for the “spiritual welfare” of the refugees and to “protect
their religious cult, customs and traditions” – which distinguished them from Catholics.
Also, in their reply to the cardinal’s appeal many bishops dropped the pretence and simply referred to the
recipients of the visas as “persecuted Jews”.
The appeal from Cardinal Pacelli, then the Vatican’s Secretary of State, was dated November 30 1938 – just
20 days after the “night of broken glass” when Nazis rose up against German Jews, burning thousands of
homes, synagogues and businesses.
Cardinal Pacelli was able to ask for the visas because the 1933 concordat he signed with the Nazis
specifically provided protection for Jews who converted to Christianity.
Elliot Hershberg, the chairman of Pave the Way Foundation, said the intervention would have inevitably
saved the lives of many ordinary Jewish people.
“We believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving Europe may not have had any idea that their
visas and travel documents were obtained through these Vatican efforts,” he said.
“Everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is
wrong,” he added.
Professor Ronald Rychlak, author of Hitler, the War and the Pope, said the new evidence proved that “efforts
that appear to have been directed to protect only converted Jews actually protected Jews regardless of
whether they had converted”.
But Dr Edward Kessler, the director of the Cambridge-based Woolfson Institute of Abrahamic Faiths, said the
documents would not “resolve all the basic issues still under discussion”.
“It is clear that Pius XII facilitated the saving of Roman Jews,” he said.
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“Very few people deny this or if they do, their views are rejected by mainstream scholarly opinion. I agree –
as do all reasonable scholars – that Pius XII was not a Nazi sympathiser, an anti-Semite and a Hitler
collaborator. The fundamental question is: what did he do, did he do enough and did he do it soon enough?”
In December Pope Benedict XVI placed Pius one step closer to canonisation when he declared him
“Venerable”, meaning that the Church believes he lived a life of heroic virtue. Two miracles are needed to
canonise him as a saint and the Vatican is already investigating at least one apparently inexplicable healing at
his intercession.
But some Jewish groups want the process frozen until the Vatican opens its secret wartime archives in 2014.
At present the Vatican is cataloguing millions of documents into thousands of folders and files and has
doubled its staff to speed up the process.
British historian Sir Martin Gilbert, the world’s leading expert on the Holocaust, has said that Pope Pius XII
should be considered as a “righteous gentile” by Yad Vashem.

In This Article
Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, Dr Edward Kessler, Dr Michael Hesemann, Jews, Kristallnacht, Nazi Germany,
Pave the Way Foundation, Pope Pius XII, visas, Woolfson Institute of Abrahamic Faiths
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London, July 7 (ANI): Dr Michael Hesemann, an academic carrying out research in
the Vatican Archives for a US-based interfaith group ‘Pave the Way Foundation’,
has claimed that Pope Pius XII , the controversial wartime pontiff, may have saved
thousands of Jews by secretly securing visas so they could escape from Nazis in
Germany.
According to the Telegraph, Pope Pius XII, who was labeled “Hitler’s Pope”,
because of his silence during the Holocaust, may have arranged the exodus of about
200,000 Jews from Germany just three weeks after Kristallnacht, when thousands of
Jews were rounded up and sent to concentration camps.
Dr Hesemann has revealed that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, the future Pius XII, wrote
to Catholic archbishops around the world to urge them to apply for visas for
“non-Aryan Catholics” and Jewish converts to Christianity who wanted to leave
Germany.
“ We believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving Europe may not have
had any idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these
Vatican efforts. Everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the known
negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong,” the paper quoted Elliot Hershberg,
the chairman of the Pave the Way Foundation, as saying.
Pius XII was criticised for failing to explicitly denounce the Holocaust, the Nazi
regime or to excommunicate Hitler.
The paper stated Dr Hesemann as saying that additional evidence has suggested that
the visas would have been given to ordinary Jews desperate to escape persecution.
“The fact that this letter speaks of ‘converted Jews’ and ‘non-Aryan’ Catholics
indeed seems to be a cover, you couldn’t be sure that Nazi agents wouldn’t learn
about this initiative,” he said.
According to him, Cardinal Pacelli was able to ask for the visas because the 1933
concordat he signed with the Nazis specifically provided protection for Jews who
converted to Christianity.
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“It is clear that Pius XII facilitated the saving of Roman Jews,” Dr Ed Kessler, the director of the
Cambridge-based Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths, said.
The report said that in December, Pope Benedict XVI placed Pius one step closer to sainthood when he declared
him “Venerable”, meaning that the Church believes he lived a life of “heroic virtue”.
However, Some Jewish groups want the process frozen until the Vatican is ready to open its secret wartime
archives in 2014. (ANI)[NF]
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New research has found that Pope Pius XII may have arranged the
exodus of about 200,000 Jews from Germany just three weeks after
Kristallnacht, the Daily Telegraph reported on Tuesday.
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The research is being carried out by Dr. Michael Hesemann, a
German historian who is combing through the Vatican archives for
the Pave the Way Foundation, a U.S.-based interfaith group.
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Kristallnacht, known as "The Night of Broken Glass", took place on
November 9-10, 1938. Ninety-one Jews in Germany and Austria were
killed in anti-Jewish pogroms and tens of thousands were arrested
and sent to concentration camps. Thousands of homes, buildings and
synagogues were destroyed.
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Hesemann said that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli – the future Pius XII –
wrote a letter on November 30, 1938, urging Catholic archbishops
throughout the world to apply for visas for "non-Aryan Catholics" and
Jewish converts to Christianity who wanted to flee Germany.
According to Hesemann, there is evidence that the visas would have
been given to ordinary Jews and that the terms "converted Jews" and
"non-Aryan Catholics" were a cover to prevent the Nazis from
discovering the true purpose of the visas.
Elliot Hershberg, the chairman of the Pave the Way Foundation, was
quoted in the Daily Telegraph report saying: “We believe that many
Jews who were successful in leaving Europe may not have had any
idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through
these Vatican efforts. Everything we have found thus far seems to
indicate the known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong.”
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July 7, 2010
THE NEGATIVE PERCEPTION...:
'Hitler's Pope' saved thousands of Jewish lives: Pope Pius XII, the controversial wartime
pontiff, may have saved thousands of Jews by secretly securing visas so they could escape
Nazi Germany, a historian has claimed. (Simon Caldwell, 06 Jul 2010, Daily Telegraph)
Dr Michael Hesemann, a German historian carrying out research in the Vatican
archives for the Pave the Way Foundation, a US-based inter-faith group.
He said that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli – the future Pius XII – wrote to Catholic
archbishops around the world to urge them to apply for visas for “non-Aryan
Catholics” and Jewish converts to Christianity who wanted to leave Germany.
Elliot Hershberg, the chairman of the Pave the Way Foundation, said:“ We
believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving Europe may not have had
any idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these
Vatican efforts.
“Everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the known negative
perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong.”
...is a modern fabrication to begin with.
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Thank-you for the post OJ. In grad schoo I wrote a research paper on Pius XII. In it I cited Hochhuth's role in the birth of the
anti-Pope bias that pervaded the ensuing decades. I did receive an A on the paper, but it's nice to be vindicated by others.
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News
Future Pope Pius XII asked bishops to work to save synagogues
July 02, 2010

Two documents discovered in the Vatican Secret Archives reveal that the future
Pope Pius XII sought to preserve Jewish culture, according to the Pave the Way
Foundation.
On January 9, 1939, Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, then the Vatican’s secretary of
state, wrote to 60 prelates, “Do not engage in saving only Jewish people but also
synagogues, cultural centers, and everything that pertains to their faith: the
Torah scrolls, libraries, cultural centers, etc.” The letter was written two months
after Kristallnacht, when Nazis destroyed 267 synagogues in Germany and
Austria.
The Pave the Way Foundation also uncovered a November 30, 1938 letter to
nunciatures, apostolic delegations, and bishops in which Cardinal Pacelli requested 200,000 visas
for “non-Aryan Catholics.” Historian Michael Hesemann of the Pave the Way Foundation believes
that “non-Aryan Catholics” was actually diplomatic code for Jews in general-- rather than only
Jewish converts to Catholicism-- for two reasons:
In the letter, Cardinal Pacelli wrote that “care should be taken that sanctuaries are provided to
safeguard their spiritual welfare and to protect their religious cult, customs and traditions”-- a
directive that makes far more sense if it applied to Jews in general rather than to Jewish converts.
Many of the bishops who responded to Cardinal Pacelli said that they were aiding “persecuted
Jews.”
Source(s): these links will take you to other sites, in a new window.
Pius XII's Efforts to Save Jewish Culture Revealed (Zenit)
zenit.org/article-29766?l=english
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Progress toward our July expenses ($20,452 to go):
$1,547.85
7%

$22,000.00
93%

Please Register or Login.
» To ensure well-meaning comments, only donors are allowed to Sound Off.
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Pave the Way Foundation Provides Help to Muslim, Christian
and Jewish Mothers in Jerusalem
In the spirit of caring, ecumenism and mutual respect Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF), a nonsectarian New York based foundation sent gifts to the needy of Jerusalem on the Jewish holiday of
Purim. Realizing that the poor mothers have a clear need for baby formula, diapers and baby toys,
Pave the Way Foundation provided gift baskets to the mothers. Poverty in Israel knows no religious
boundaries and so PTWF gave these wonderful gift packages to Muslim, Christian and Jewish
mothers in need for their babies.
"A gesture is worth a million words and promises," said Gary Krupp, founder and President of PTWF.
"I asked the PTWF advisor in Jerusalem, famed Sculpture Sam Philipe, what gesture we could make
on the occasion of Purim. Sam suggested that we provide a months' supply of baby formula, diapers
and toys, since this critical area of need has always been ignored by many charitable organizations.
Supplying these basic needs eases the financial strain these moms are under while sending a loving
message to the recipients."
Sam worked diligently to obtain the products for the gifts and then to distribute them in the poorer
areas of Jerusalem. When Sam, an Israeli Jew, went into Arab East Jerusalem to give the gifts to the
needy Muslims and Christians, he reported that the normal belligerence to a Jewish Israeli of some of
the Arabs was replaced by smiles and genuine affection and gratitude for the gifts. When Sam then
went to the needy Jewish recipients, he said that he and his wife Shirley, who helped with the gifts,
were brought to tears by the positive response.
Pave the Way Foundation is founded on the idea that concrete gestures of good will between the
faiths can do much more then just simple dialog. PTWF held the largest Jewish Papal Audience in
history to simply thank Pope John Paul II for all he had done in religious reconciliation. PTWF
initiated the first ever loan of a rare manuscript of Maimonides from the Vatican Library to the State
of Israel. Recently on January 22, 2007, PTWF participated in the gift of one of the most important
Christian Manuscripts in the world, the Bodmer Papyrus, to Pope Benedict XVI and the Vatican
Library for worldwide learning. PTWF has initiated many other gestures and projects, all to enhance
the common message that the world must come together to oppose religious extremism in every
religion and to recognize this abuse as the greatest danger to humanity.
About Pave the Way Foundation: PTWF is dedicated to achieving peace by bridging "the intellectual
gap" in tolerance and understanding, by enhancing relations between religions through cultural,
technological and intellectual gestures. The Foundation has a simple yet monumental vision: To
enable all the world's religions to mutually realize that extremism, politics and personal agendas must
not be allowed to poison the true benevolent message common to all faiths. Bigotry and hatred must
be abolished by the faithful embracing their similarities and savoring their differences.
Contact Linda Simpson
212 629 0046
www.ptwf.org

Author Information
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Pave the Way Foundation
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The Failed Redemption of Pius XII: The Vatican
Changes Position (A Lot)

Divest This!

Benedict's statements concerning Pius XII in Light of the World
(2010) are changes in longstanding Vatican positions in the debate

Elder of Ziyon
Forward
Jewish Ideas Daily

about Pius XII and the Jews. They are part of a changed Vatican

Jewish Week--New York

canonization strategy based on a New Pius XII, one who is a vigorous,

Jews for Judaism

hands-on rescuer of hundreds of thousands of European Jews,
particularly from Germany. (I put aside for the moment the hugely
complicating factor of the poor provenance of these statements

BLOG ARCHIVE

(which is putting the matter very charitably) and will start on that

▼ 2011 (2)

subject in the next post or two.)

▼ January (2)

For now, Benedict's statements are here quoted again, broken down

The Failed Redemption of Pius
XII: The Vatican Cha...

into numbered sentences and with different emphases, followed by

The Failed Redemption of Pius

some of my observations:

XII: Introductory Po...

1. At the present time, we have new, clever people who say that,
while he did save many lives, he had old-fashioned ideas
about Jews that fall short of Vatican II (the 1962-65
Church Council).
2. But that is not the question.
3. The decisive thing is what he did and what he tried to
do, and on that score we really must acknowledge, I believe,
that he was one of the great righteous men and that he
saved more Jews than anyone else.

First Sentence. Remarkable all by itself. After 47 years of arguing
(uphill) that Pius was neither anti-Judaic nor anti-Semitic, the
Vatican apparently throws in the towel on the question with the bland
statement that Pius had "old-fashioned ideas about Jews," setting
Vatican II as the theoretical bright line for "old fashioned" and "new
fashioned." The statement calls for a lot of explanation, and other
folks will pursue it. (But from the standpoint of where the debate over

http://jewishsurvival.blogspot.com/2011/01/failed-redemption-of-pius-xii-vatican.html
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Contact National Press

The Vatican and the Holocaust
Wednesday, January 12, 2011 at 7:00 PM (ET)
Washington, DC
Like

Be the first of your friends to like this.

Ticket Information
TICKET TYPE

SALES END

PRICE

FEE

Admission

Jan 12, 2011

$5.00

$1.11

QUANTITY

1

Enter Discount Code

You will be taken to PayPal's secure checkout to complete the purchase.

Event Details
The National Press Club Events Committee will present the second program of its series on the role of
religion in the press on Wednesday January 12, 2011 at 7 p.m.
Gary Krupp, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, also known to the world as one of the only Jews
to be Knighted by two Popes for his work in improving nonsectarian relations between the faiths, will
speak about the Vatican, the Holocaust, and whether Pope Pius XII was Hitler’s Pope or actually a
Jewish savior.
The illumination of Krupp’s perspective will help reporters in their own coverage of the Vatican and
stories regarding the Papacy. Krupp will help reporters understand the background of the topic in order
to help them expand current coverage.
The program will run from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Wednesday January 12 in the conference rooms at the
National Press Club.
Please RSVP by January 11.
The event is free for NPC members. Non-members must pay $5 in advance or $10 at the door.

http://www.eventbrite.com/event/1171067695
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Message Dec 25, ‘10

No. 294 with Paul Campbell
I’m frequently asked if men/women spouses handle the
illness of alcoholism in their partner differently. At the
risk of generalising, I would answer ‘yes’.
Women by and large tend to put up with appalling
alcohol fuelled behaviour for year after year. Eventually,
many, (particularly those with children) finally say ‘I
can’t handle it’ and separate. However, it can take ten to
fifteen years of domestic chaos before they finally act.
Up to then they keep hoping for a miracle to happen,
they keep believing the lies and forgiving all the broken
promises, “I promise I’ll cut down”, “I’ll become a
social drinker”, “I’ll stop next week, next month” etc. At
this point it’s not just the spouse that gets affected, it’s
the children too. From a very young age kids are very
perceptive. Apart from seeing and hearing the rows and
recriminations, they pick up the “vibes” in the home.
Children from a home where there is an active alcoholic
inevitably grow up emotionally damaged. So much for
how women handle having an alcoholic partner.
Do men handle it the same way? Not a chance! I’m
not saying all men are the same but the vast majority
would not put up with out-of-control alcoholic drinking
in the home for very long. The tolerance, understanding
and compassion that wives/mothers usually demonstrate
are rarely found amongst husbands of alcoholic wives.
Having said that however, it could be argued that many
wives can get sucked into co-dependency by tolerating
what is, by any standard, unacceptable behaviour.
Sometimes its only a serious dose of “tough love” that
will bring an alcoholic to his/her senses e.g. Asking
them to either stop drinking or leave the family home.
It’s this more compassionate side of women that can
ironically prolong the drinking life of an alcoholic. The
issue, for some wives is that they love their husband
deeply, they know how much he loves a drink and it
really pains them to deny their loved one the comfort of
a couple of drinks, this despite the fact that at times his
alcoholic behaviour is causing chaos in the home.
Put simply, the partner of the alcoholic can, at times,
slip into a phase of denial of the problem very similar to
that of the alcoholic. Some time ago I heard of an
incident that perfectly illustrates this point: After several
three-day binges this particular wife told her alcoholic
husband that if he didn’t stop drinking the marriage was
over. For six weeks he never touched a drop, then they
were out for dinner one night, things had improved
greatly between them. Then she turns to him and said
“you’ve been very good recently honey, so I suppose
one glass of wine wouldn’t do you any harm”. Did he
turn it down? No he did not! Was he back on the booze
big time shortly after? Of course he was! The wife in
question to this day has still not accepted that for the
alcoholic it’s all or nothing. The truth is however for an
alcoholic the thought of taking just one glass of wine per
night would be sheer torment. One is never enough!
Paul Campbell, Dip. CD, is an
Alcohol / Addiction Counsellor. Tel. 086- 1543772

KICK START YOUR
NEW YEAR

“Dear children! Today, I and my
Son desire to give you an
abundance of joy and peace
so that each of you may be a
joyful carrier and witness of
peace and joy in the places
where you live. Little children,
be a blessing and be peace. Thank you for
having responded to my call".
More information from www.medjugorje.org
Publication of this message given to the Medjugorje
visionary by Our Lady is in conformity with the
dispositions made by Pope Paul V1, Oct. 14, 1966.

Learn about your Catholic Faith!
A year-long series of lectures on the Catholic Faith,
following the model of the very successful
Evangelium course (see www.evangelium.co.uk)
will take place every Thursday at 8pm in the parish
hall of St Kevin's Church on Harrington Street, D 8.
These lectures would be suitable for people
wishing to "brush up" on the matters of the Faith.
Contact 01 4751506 for more information

Pope on BBC's ‘Thought for the Day’
On Christmas Eve at 7:45 a.m. in London, Benedict
XVI gave the "thought for the day" on BBC's public
channel Radio 4.
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, director of the
Vatican press office, explained that the Pope
recorded a brief reflection for the slot on Dec. 22 in
the morning, in the presence of representatives of
the BBC.
"It is a very popular, three-minute programme
broadcast every morning and entrusted to spiritual
personalities and leaders who give a reflection of a
religious character," he explained. It is the first time
that Benedict XVI participates in such an initiative.
"Thought for the Day" has been broadcast by the
BBC since 1970.

Christmas Mass barred
Authorities in the Indonesian province of Bogor, in
West Java, announced a ban on Christmas Mass and
on any other celebrations of Christmas.
Officials had balked at approving a permit for a
church in the area and Christians have been
worshipping in other makeshift meeting-places. The
ban apparently prevented them from doing so on
Christmas.
The ban on Christian worship is complicated by
the hostility of local Islamic militants, who
have announced their plan to prevent any
Christmas prayer services.
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FEAST OF THE
EPIPHANY
JANUARY 6th 2011

“The Epiphany is the manifestation
of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of
God and Saviour of the world.
The great
feast of
Epiphany
celebrates
three events the baptism
of Jesus (St
Mark 1), the
visit of the
Wise Men to
Bethlehem
(St Matthew 2), and the miracle at Cana (St John 2).
In his baptism Jesus’ sonship to God was
manifested to the world; in the visit of the Wise
Men he was manifested as king to the Gentiles
who welcome the good news of salvation through
the Incarnation; and at the marriage feast at Cana
his power to perform miracles was shown.
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was
troubled… Herod secretly summoned the wise men,
telling them: "Go and search diligently for the young
child; and when you have found him, bring me word
again, that I may come and worship him."
In his attempt to destroy Jesus, Herod ordered the
slaughter of all male children under two years of age!

Archbishop Saved 10,000 Jews
Archbishop Ferrofino, who saved over 10,000 Jews during the
Second World War in his collaboration with Pope Pius XII,
has died aged 98. He was the former apostolic nuncio to
Ecuador and Haiti, born in Alessandria, Italy, in 1912.
The Pave the Way Foundation said that the archbishop "was
perhaps the greatest living eye witness to Pope Pius XII's lifesaving efforts on behalf of Jews."
PTWF is a non-sectarian
organisation whose mission is to
identify and try to eliminate
obstacles between religions. It has
been working to discover the facts
regarding Pius XII and his efforts to
help Jews during World War II.
Gary Krupp, Jewish president of
the Pave the Way Foundation, is a
passionate defender of Pope Pius
XII’s actions during the Holocaust.
The Archbishop spoke of an
occasion of Pope Pius XII's
frustration -- he slammed his hand
on the table -- when the Americans
did not help to "save this vibrant
community," speaking of the Jews.
When sent to the Dominican
Republic in 1939, Archbishop
Ferrofino would regularly receive
double encrypted telegrams from
Pope Pius XII, from 1939-1945.
"The Pope would ask for over 800
visas for the Jews," Krupp said.
"The Vatican was able to gain
transatlantic crossing out of
Europe, at least twice a year, asking
for over 1,600 visas per year for
Jews escaping from Portugal and
Spain. Archbishop Ferrofino also
helped the refugees get to Canada,
the U.S., Mexico and Cuba. He
saved, through Pius XII's direct
instructions, over 10,000 Jews."
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The Vatican and the Holocaust at the National Press Club
Linked Events
• Religion and the Press: January 12, 2011
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Topic: The Vatican and the Holocaust at the National Press Club (Re
10 times)

The second in a pilot series on RELIGION AND THE PRESS
An intimate evening with Gary Krupp
PAVE THE WAY FOUNDATION
Wednesday, January 12, 2011 at 7:00 PM
National Press Club, Conference Rooms, 529 14th Street NW Washington, DC
20045

Gary Krupp has devoted the his life towards creating greater harmony among
world’s religious through his Pave the Way Foundation, for which he has been
honored by Queen Elizabeth, Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI, the
Jewish National Fund and many others. “We are a non-sectarian public
foundation, which identifies and eliminates non-theological obstacles between t
faiths.” The foundation has 12 worldwide offices. He has had an interest in
Holocaust since childhood because is father was one of the first Americans to
liberate the camps at Buchenwald and Ohrdruf. He has spent the last four y
of his life intensely involved on the issue of Pius XII, not because of any
interested in the Canonization issue, but because “I am a Jewish man who
wants to search for truth.” To date pave the Way Foundation has posted ov
40,000 original documents of the actions of the Vatican during and before WW
. He believes that Pope Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) deserves the designation
“Righteous Among Nations” at Yad Vashem, in Jerusalem.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION WILL BE VERY MUCH ENCOURAGED.
by Anthony E. Gallo.

Modera

NPC Members: Free Non-Members: $ 5 in advance, $10 at the door
Reservations can be made online at www.press.org or by email at
reservations@press.org. after January 1. Deadline is January 11

Pages: [1]

Go Up
« previous

SEVENTH STREET PLAYHOUSE: The Vatican and the Holocaust at the National Press... Page 1 of 2

Share

Followers
Follow
with Google Friend Connect

There are no followers yet.
Be the first!

Report Abuse

Next Blog»

Create Blog

Sign In

Sunday, December 26, 2010

The Vatican and the Holocaust at the
National Press Club
ational Press Club of Washington
www.press.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Already a member?Sign in

Blog Archive
▼ 2010 (33)
▼ December (3)
Lincoln and God at Dramatists
Guild of America
The Vatican and the Holocaust at
the National Pres...
Lincoln and God

► November (3)
► October (3)
► September (4)
► July (3)
► June (4)
► May (1)
► April (3)
► March (2)
► February (3)
► January (4)
► 2009 (25)

For more information contact: Tony Gallo, agallo2368@verizon.net, or
Dipka Bhambhani, dipka@hotmail.com
The Vatican and the Holocaust
Washington, D.C., December 27, 2010 – The National Press Club Events
Committee will present the second program of its series on the role of
religion in the press on Wednesday January 12, 2011 at 7 p.m.
Gary Krupp, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, also known to
the world as the Seventh Jewish Papal Knight in history, will speak
about the Vatican, the Holocaust, and whether Pope Pius Xll was
Hitler’s Pope or actually a Jewish savior.
The program will run from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Wednesday January 12
in the conference rooms at the National Press Club.
Please RSVP by January 11 at reservations@press.org. Reservations can
also be made at www.press.org. Reservations can be made after
January 1.
The event is free for NPC members. Non-members must pay $5 in
advance or $10 at the door. The price includes complimentary hours
d’ouevres.
###
Posted by Tony at 6:03 PM
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Giovanni Ferrofino: Saving jews on behalf
of Pius XII
gloria.tv: 5:00 25-12-2010 (10 hours ago)

Giovanni Ferrofino: Saving jews on behalf of Pius XII
romereports | May 07, 2009 Pope Pius XIIs role during the Holocaust is still a subject of
controversy. For some Pope Pacelli, as he was commonly referred to, did little to defend
Jews against the Holocaust.
However, some are still alive today who were witnesses to the Popes efforts to save the Jews.
One of them is Italian Giovanni Ferrofino. At 96, hes long since retired and lives in the south
of France where he told us his story.
Giovanni Ferrofino
Retired Vatican Employee
Its true, the Pope protected many Jews, he considered it his duty. But he couldnt say where
he hid them. There were families that didnt want to compromise themeselves or confront
Mussolini.
It was 1939 when Ferrofino was sent to the Nunciatures of Haiti and the Dominican
Republic. But before leaving, Pius XII wanted to have a word with him.
Giovanni Ferrofino
Retired Vatican Employee
The Pope showed a firm determination to save many Jews (…) I remember Pius XII lost his
patience in front of me and said: But why dont the Americans understand!? Everything must
be done in order to save such a vibrant community The Pope literally said this to me.
From Rome he went to Lisbon where 10 to 12 thousand Jews were waiting to flee Europe
and head to America.
Giovanni Ferrofino
Retired Vatican Employee
I went to visit Portugals president and told him what the Pope had said – that the world must
understand how quickly we had to act in order to save as many Jews as possible, and to allow
them into Portugal.
Once in Portugal, the Portuguese nunciature then gave hundreds of Jews visas to cross the
Atlantic. Ferrofino went along with them, before reaching the Dominican Republic.
Giovanni Ferrofino
Retired Vatican Employee
There were 800 people on the ship, men and women were separated but it was very crowded
as they tried to get as many people on as possible.
The final destination was the United Sates. But the president of the Dominican Republic,
General Rafael Trujillo, wanted to make sure that no one else but the Pope was behind the
operation.
Giovanni Ferrofino
Retired Vatican Employee
Trujillo wanted the Nuncio to clearly state: I come to ask for your help in the name of Pope
Pius XII. Trujillo wanted to be sure that it was the Pope and not the nuncio and that is why
the nuncio always had to say: It is the Pope who asks of you this favor.
The Vatican would sometimes send encrypted instructions and it was up to Ferrofino to
decipher them.
Giovanni Ferrofino
Retired Vatican Employee
They were encoded in another language so that spies who controlled communications couldnt
understand the messages. The clue was in a specific letter in the first lines of the message. If
you didnt know the clue you couldnt decipher the message
Ferrofino is one of a number of first hand witnesses uncovered by the Pave the Way
Foundation. The founding president of Pave the Way is a Jewish-American named Gary
Krupp. Krupp has made it his mission to tell the world, and particularly the Jewish people,
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GLOBAL ZENIT NEWS
Rome's Zenit News
Prelate Who Saved Some 10,000 Jews Dead at 98

ROME, DEC. 23, 2010 (Zenit.org).- An archbishop who saved some 10,000 Jews during the
Second World War in his collaboration with Pope Pius XII died Monday. He was 98.
Archbishop Giovanni Ferrofino was the former apostolic nuncio to Ecuador and Haiti. He was
born in Alessandria, Italy, on Feb. 24, 1912.
Gary Krupp, founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, told ZENIT that the archbishop “was
perhaps the greatest living eye witness to Pius XII’s life-saving efforts on behalf of Jews
interviewed by PTWF."
PTWF is a New York-based foundation, a non-sectarian organization whose mission is to
identify and try to eliminate obstacles between religions and to initiate positive gestures in
order to improve interreligious relations. It has been working to discover the facts regarding
Pius XII and his efforts to help Jews during World War II.
“Pius XII sent [Archbishop Ferrofino] to the president of Portugal to request visas for Jews
entering Portugal, and then when he was posted as secretary to the nuncio in the Dominican
Republic,” Krupp explained.
In an interview with PTWF, the archbishop spoke of an occasion of Pope Pius XII's frustration - he slammed his hand on the table -- when the Americans did not help to "save this vibrant
community," speaking of the Jews.
When sent to the Dominican Republic in 1939, Archbishop Ferrofino would regularly receive
double encrypted telegrams directly from Pope Pius XII, from 1939-1945. He personally
decoded these messages and would travel a day and a half with the nuncio,
Archbishop Maurilio Silvani, to General Rafael Trujillo, president of the Dominican Republic,
and hand deliver the requests "in the name of Pope Pius XII" to General Trujillo.
“The Pope would ask for over 800 visas for the Jews," Krupp explained. "The Vatican was able
to gain transatlantic crossing out of Europe. This happened at least twice a year, asking for over
1,600 visas per year for Jews escaping from Portugal and Spain. Archbishop Ferrofino also
further helped these refugees to get into Canada, the U.S., Mexico and Cuba. He saved, through
Pius XII's direct instructions, over 10,000 Jews."
Krupp recalled how in January 2008, he went to France to permanently preserve the
archbishop's testimony, with the collaboration of the French PTWF director, Costantino Fiore.
In 2010, after Archbishop Ferrofino returned to Italy, the president and director-general of
PTWF in Italy, Daniele Costi and Rolando Clementoni, both obtained his written notarized
testimony, which is now in the hands of Yad Vashem. The Yad Vashem is the Jewish Holocaust
Memorial in Jerusalem, which investigates and honors those who were instrumental in saving
Jews from the Nazis.
--- --- ---
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Is the Media our Friend or our Foe?
Filed under: Ali Mughal tool king News
Pave the Way Foundation (PTWF), an international non-denomination organization calls for the creation
of an award of excellence for accurate and balanced news reporting. "We should also set rating standards
for the delivery of information," said PTWF President Gary Krupp. He added that "one element in almost
all of the conflicts that we are suffering under must be addressed. The role of the media must be
considered when trying to mediate conflicts."
The media has been used as a weapon on all sides, and we must return to reporting how, when, where,
and why as the basic structure of any news story. Too many times, individual bias and agendas have
been the overriding influence in reporting today. If we ever hope to gain ground in dealing with terrorism
and conflicts we must allow intelligent people to get accurate and balanced information.
Mr. Krupp also stated that rightfully so, as free people, we hold sacred the right of freedom of the press.
As "their customers" we have the right to demand accuracy and balance and have the right to some
positive content in reporting. We are reminded of the quote from Mark Twain, "If you don't read the
newspaper you are uninformed, if you do read the newspaper you are misinformed."
About Pave the Way Foundation
PTWF is dedicated to achieving peace by bridging "the intellectual gap" in tolerance and understanding,
by enhancing relations between religions through cultural, technological and intellectual gestures. The
Foundation has a simple yet monumental vision: To enable all the world's religions to mutually realize that
extremism, politics and personal agendas must not be allowed to poison the true benevolent message
common to all faiths. Bigotry and hatred must be abolished by the faithful embracing their similarities and
savoring their differences.
Contact Linda Simpson
212 629 0046
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Pope says Pius XII tried to protect Jews
Critics maintain pontiff was silent during Holocaust
By Alessandra Rizzo
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VATICAN CITY - Pope Benedict XVI said yesterday that his predecessor Pius
XII spared no effort to save Jews from the Nazis, one of the strongest Vatican
defenses of the pontiff accused of silence during the Holocaust.
Benedict said during a meeting with a US-based interfaith group that he wanted
any prejudice against Pius to be overcome, praising what he called Pius's
"courageous and paternal dedication" in trying to save Jews.
INSIDE BOSTON.COM

"Wherever possible he spared no effort in intervening in their favor either
directly or through instructions given to other individuals or to institutions of
the Catholic Church," Benedict said.
Pius XII reigned from 1939 to 1958 and was a Vatican diplomat in Germany,
and its secretary of state before that. Some historians say that he did not do
everything in his power to prevent Jews from being deported to concentration
camps.
Benedict said that Pius's many interventions were "made secretly and silently,
precisely because, given the concrete situation of that difficult historical
moment, only in this way was it possible to avoid the worst and save the
greatest number of Jews."
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The Vatican has rejected the accusations against Pius and has started the
process for his beatification. But the process has gone on for some years.
Pius's wartime conduct is an unresolved issue in the Vatican's delicate relations
with Israel and with Jews, many of whom share in the criticism of Pius.
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Jews and others have accused him of not speaking out loudly enough against
the Holocaust. Six million Jews were killed by the Nazis.
Last year, the caption for a photo of Pius at Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial in
Jerusalem was the subject of a public spat between the Holy See and Israel. The
caption said Pius did not protest the Nazi genocide of Jews and maintained a
largely "neutral position."
Benedict said the interfaith Pave the Way Foundation had gathered material
that showed the extent of Pius's efforts. The group, based in New York, is active
in improving Catholic-Jewish relations and organized a symposium in Rome on
Pius.
"So much has been written and said of him during these last five decades and
not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity have been examined
in a just light," the pope said during the meeting with members of the group in
Castel Gandolfo.
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Pope defends
wartime pontiff
Pius XII
Posted 9/18/2008 4:22 PM

By Alessandra Rizzo, Associated Press Writer
VATICAN CITY — Pope Benedict XVI said Thursday
that his predecessor Pius XII spared no effort to
save Jews from the Nazis, one of the strongest
Vatican defenses of a pontiff accused of silence
during the Holocaust.
Benedict said during a meeting with a U.S.-based
interfaith group that he wanted any prejudice
against Pius to be overcome, praising what he called
Pius's "courageous and paternal dedication" in
trying to save Jews.
"Wherever possible he spared no effort in
intervening in their favor either directly or through
instructions given to other individuals or to
institutions of the Catholic Church," Benedict said.
Pius XII reigned from 1939 to 1958 and was a
Vatican diplomat in Germany, and its secretary of
state before that. Some historians say that he did not
do everything in his power to prevent Jews from
being deported to concentration camps. His
supporters say he made every effort to help Jews
and other victims through quiet diplomacy.
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out loudly enough against the Holocaust. Six
million Jews were killed by the Nazis.
Last year, the caption of a photo of Pius at Yad
Vashem Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem was the
subject of a public spat between the Holy See and
Israel. The caption said Pius did not protest the Nazi
genocide of Jews and maintained a largely "neutral
position."
In Italy, under Pius' papacy, convents opened up
their doors to hide Jews during the Nazi occupation.
Benedict said the interfaith Pave the Way Foundation
had gathered material that showed the extent of
Pius' efforts. The group, based in New York, is
active in improving Catholic-Jewish relations and
organized a symposium in Rome on Pius.
"So much has been written and said of him during
these last five decades and not all of the genuine
facets of his diverse pastoral activity have been
examined in a just light," the pope said during the
meeting with members of the group in Castel
Gandolfo, the papal summer retreat.
"One can also come to appreciate the human wisdom
and pastoral intensity which guided him in his long
years of ministry, especially in providing organized
assistance to the Jewish people," Benedict said.
The pope said Pius' efforts were recognized by
Jewish communities and individuals during and
after World War II. He said that on Nov. 29, 1945,
shortly after the end of the conflict, 80 delegates of
German concentration camps came to the Vatican
and thanked Pius "for his generosity to them."
Advertisement

Benedict said that Pius' many interventions were
"made secretly and silently, precisely because, given
the concrete situation of that difficult historical
moment, only in this way was it possible to avoid
the worst and save the greatest number of Jews."
The Vatican has rejected the accusations against
Pius, and has started the process for his
beatification. But the process has gone on for some
years and there's been no indication that it is
moving forward.
Pius' wartime conduct is an unresolved issue in the
Vatican's delicate relations with Israel and with Jews,
many of whom share in the criticism of Pius.
Jews and others have accused him of not speaking
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The German-born Benedict, a member of the Hitler
Youth when he was a seminarian, has made a point
of reaching out to Jews, following in the footsteps of
his predecessor, John Paul II. He has publicly
condemned the Nazi regime and mentioned the
Holocaust on several occasions. During a trip to
Poland in 2006, he prayed at the Auschwitz
concentration camp.
This year is the 50th anniversary of Pius' death, and
Benedict said he hoped that commemorations would
provide the opportunity for further study "in order
to come to know the historical truth, overcoming
every remaining prejudice."
Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights
reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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The word “hero” so often conjures up images of the brash and the bold. We may think of
Audie Murphy’s WWII exploits, the Spartans at Thermopylae, or the doomed holdouts at the
Alamo. But then there are the quiet heroes, people such as Oskar Schindler. Ever since
Schindler’s List hit the silver screen in 1993, his clandestine efforts resulting in the rescue
of almost 1,200 Jews from Nazi death camps have been well known.
Yet that dark time birthed another quiet hero, one who saved as many as 860,000 Jewish
lives. Today, however, few know of his accomplishments, few sing his praises. And Steven
Spielberg will undoubtedly never make a movie lauding him. On the contrary, this man is roundly maligned
as a WWII villain who was at best indifferent to the plight of the people in the Nazis’ crosshairs. This man is
Eugenio Pacelli. But he is better known as Pope Pius XII.
By the lights of the popular culture and the increasingly unpopular media, it is a “fact” that Pius was
practically a Nazi collaborator. British journalist John Cornwell’s book Hitler’s Pope got a lot of press after
its 1999 publication, and self-professed “anti-theist” Christopher Hitchens never misses a chance to
highlight the papacy’s supposed WWII sins and silence. It has become atheist boilerplate, the barbarous
vehicle through which barbarian historians sack modern-day Rome.
Beliefs Not Borne Out
But the embrace of this impious Pius narrative extends far beyond activists and atheists, to people of good
will. And one of them was a man named Gary L. Krupp. As a Jewish fellow raised in Queens, New York City,
he had learned much about the Holocaust and knew who its main players were. He also knew who its
monsters were — or, at least, he thought he did. He thus grew up “hating the name Pius XII,” as he put it.
Yet he also had a certain passion: building bridges among people of faith by eliminating non-theological
differences among religions. To this end he and his wife, Meredith, founded the Pave the Way Foundation
(PTWF) in 2003. And, to this end — and despite his prejudices — the couple decided to investigate the story
of Pope Pius XII.
After poring over literally thousands of documents during an exhaustive investigation, what the Krupps
found was, to use Mr. Krupp’s characterization, nothing less than shocking. Far from being the callous Nazi
sympathizer of many people’s nightmares (and some people’s fantasies), Pius was a hero who worked
behind the scenes, quietly and diligently, saving lives and risking his own. Treating this matter just this past
December in a New York Post piece entitled “Friend to the Jews: Pius XII’s real wartime record,” Krupp
revealed some of what shocked him so, writing:
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It is unquestionable that Pius XII intervened to save countless Jews at a time most nations — even
FDR’s America — refused to accept these refugees.... He smuggled Jews into the Americas and Asia.
He ordered the lifting of cloister for men and women to enter monasteries, convents and churches to
hide 7,000 Jews of Rome in a single day.
Krupp provided a few more details in a Daily News piece entitled “Stop persecuting Pius — WWII pontiff is
branded ‘Hitler’s Pope,’ but he did much to save the Jews,” revealing:
More evidence shows Pius secretly moved Jews out of Europe. We [at the PTWF] conducted dozens of
video interviews, among them a witness account of a priest who revealed a secret “underground
railroad,” directly ordered by the Pope, sending more than 10,000 Jews to the U.S. via the Dominican
Republic. Many countries would not accept “Jews,” so they were given false baptismal papers to
travel as Catholics. Pius successfully stopped the deportation of tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews
when he appealed to the Regent of Hungary. Similarly, he desperately tried to impact the deportation
policies of many other countries to, in his words, “save this vibrant community.”
Yet, while Krupp is currently the most visible of the pope’s defenders, he is far from the first. Another is
Rabbi David G. Dalin, Ph.D., a widely published scholar of American Judaism and author of the 2005 book
The Myth of Hitler’s Pope. He provided a trove of information about Pius’ efforts in his piece “A Righteous
Gentile: Pope Pius XII and the Jews.” And here is a small sampling:
Throughout World War II, he [Pius] spoke out on behalf of Europe’s Jews. When Pius learned of the
Nazi atrocities in Poland, he urged the bishops of Europe to do all they could to save the Jews and
other victims of Nazi persecution. On January 19, 1940, at the Pope’s instruction, Vatican radio and
L’Osservatore Romano revealed to the world “the dreadful cruelties of uncivilized tyranny” that the
Nazis were inflicting on Jewish and Catholic Poles.
... In June 1942, Pius spoke out against the mass deportation of Jews from Nazi-occupied France,
further instructing his Papal Nuncio in Paris to protest to Marshal Henri Petain, Vichy France’s Chief of
State, against “the inhuman arrests and deportations of Jews from the French occupied zone to Silesia
and parts of Russia.”
Privacy Information

The London Times of October 1, 1942, explicitly praises him for his condemnation of Nazism and his
public support for the Jewish victims of Nazi terror. “A study of the words which Pope Pius XII has
addressed since his accession,” noted the Times, “leaves no room for doubt. He condemns the
worship of force and its concrete manifestations in the suppression of national liberties and in the
persecution of the Jewish race.”
Pius XII’s Christmas addresses of 1941 and 1942, broadcast over Vatican radio to millions throughout
the world, also help to refute the fallacious claim that Pope Pius was “silent.” Indeed, as The New
York Times described Pius’ 1941 Christmas address in its editorial the following day, it specifically
applauded the Pope, as a “lonely” voice of public protest against Hitler.... The Pope’s Christmas
message of 1941, as reported by The New York Times and other newspapers, was understood at the
time to be a clear condemnation of Nazi attacks on Europe’s Jews.
Hitler’s Nemesis
In fact, not only was Pius not silent, he was passionately opposed to Hitler at a time when many other
notables — such as former U.K. Prime Minister David Lloyd George, Joseph Kennedy, J. Paul Getty, future
Nobel Prize winner Andre Gide, and writer Gertrude Stein — supported the German leader. For example, a
close collaborator of Pius’ named Sister Pascalina and other witnesses reported that, while still Cardinal
Pacelli, he said of Hitler, “Everything he says and writes has the mark of his egocentrism; this man is
capable of trampling on corpses.” Even more significant is a confidential letter sent to Washington by U.S.
consul general A.W. Klieforth. Recording a 1937 conversation with Pacelli, he wrote (as rendered by World
Over Live host Raymond Arroyo during a January 10, 2010 interview with Krupp), “His [Pius’] views, while
they are well known, surprised me by their extremeness. He said that he opposed, unalterably, every
compromise with National Socialism. He regarded Hitler not only as an untrustworthy scoundrel but as a
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fundamentally wicked person. He did not believe that Hitler was capable of moderation, and in spite of
appearances would end up in the camp of left-wing Nazi extremists.” The pope had also said, according to
Krupp in the same interview, that it was better to lose young Catholics than to submit to Nazism.
Yet Pius’ charitable behavior toward Jews (which merely reflected his charity for all) greatly predated, and
outlived, the Nazi menace. Pius’ closest friend growing up was a Jewish boy named Guido Mendes, and
when Mendes’ life was later imperiled during WWII, Pius would intercede and rescue him (Mendes’ affection
for his great friend was evident in an article he wrote the year of the pope’s death). Additionally, to cite
just a few more examples: As Nuncio Pacelli in 1917, he intervened with the Germans to prevent the
Ottoman Turks from exterminating the Palestinian Jews; in 1930, he supported orders excommunicating
anyone who joined Hitler’s party; he threw his weight behind the defeat of a Polish anti-koshering law in
1938; and at the United Nations in 1947, Pius encouraged Catholic nations to support the creation of the
state of Israel.
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Then, returning to the fruits of the pope’s wartime actions, I can add a somewhat personal note to this
story. I had a Jewish relative who was a little girl in France during the Nazi occupation, and I had the
opportunity to get to know her because she survived those harrowing days. And she only survived them
because she was hidden and protected by Catholic priests.
Revisionist History
Now, all this runs so contrary to the modern Pius narrative that some may wonder where it’s coming from.
Is this a matter of revisionist history? It is — only, the revisionism occurred long ago.
If Pius was Hitler’s pope, he sure fooled Hitler. As to this, The Tablet of London reported that Nazi leader
Joseph Goebbels distributed pamphlets referring to Pius as the “pro-Jewish Pope.” Then, after Pius’ 1942
Christmas message, Germany’s Reich Central Security Office issued a report stating, “The Pope has
repudiated the National Socialist New European Order ... and makes himself the mouthpiece of the Jewish
war criminals.” And, writes Sister Margherita Marchione, Ph.D. in her piece “Three Jews and a Pope,” “The
Nazi plan, reported in the July 5, 1998 issue of the Milan newspaper Il Giornale ... described Hilter’s [sic]
plan to ‘massacre Pius XII with the entire Vatican,’ because of the ‘Papal protest in favor of the Jews.’”
And Pius must have fooled all the newspapers as well. Krupp points out that during the course of the
PTWF’s research, they examined hundreds of WWII-era articles on Pius and found not one negative piece.
Thus, ironically, while the New York Times has given much ink and credence to recent anti-Pius books, it is
contradicting the findings of its own WWII-generation reporters.
Most significant, though, are the pronouncements and behavior of a veritable who’s who of WWII-era Jewish
figures. For example, Golda Meir praised Pius, saying, “When fearful martyrdom came to our people in the
decade of Nazi terror, the voice of the Pope was raised for the victims.” Albert Einstein was quoted in Time
magazine in 1940 as stating, “Only the Church stood squarely across the path of Hitler’s campaign for
suppressing the truth.” Chief Rabbi Alexander Safran of Bucharest, Rumania, wrote in an April 7, 1944
statement, “In the most difficult hours which we Jews of Rumania have passed through, the generous
assistance of the Holy See was decisive and salutary. It is not easy for us to find the right words to express
the warmth and consolation we experience because of the concern of the Supreme Pontiff.”
These voices were joined by contemporaries such as Israeli Prime Minister Moshe Sharett, Israel’s first
President Chaim Weizmann, Israeli Chief Rabbi Isaac Herzog, and Jewish historian Pinchas Lapide, just to
name a handful. In fact, some prominent Jews actually suggested that a forest of 860,000 trees be planted
on the hills of Judea in Pius’ honor. The pièce de résistance, however, would have to be Israel Zoller, Chief
Rabbi of Rome from 1939 to 1945. After the war, he actually converted to Catholicism and adopted the
name Eugenio Zolli — in honor of none other than Pope Pius XII.
Given this, what do you call it when many today stubbornly insist they know better than every prominent
Jewish voice of Pius’s time? Well, Jewish folks have a word for it: chutzpah. To use another Yiddish term,
though, how did all this narishkeit, or foolishness, surrounding Pius get started? Believe it or not, it began
with one man, one day, and one play.
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Pius’ reputation remained intact until about five years after his death. But then on February 20, 1963, The
Deputy opened in Berlin. Written by leftist playwright Rolf Hochhuth, it depicted Pius as a self-serving man
who failed to act or protest during the Holocaust, a man who subordinated the inklings of the Holy Spirit to
the spirit of expediency. The play would ultimately be translated into more than 20 languages, and its
narrative would metastasize even more aggressively. It illustrates the influence one man can have.
Persecuting a Pope
Then again, if a story that broke in 2007 is to be believed, maybe it doesn’t. That year, the highest-ranking
communist intelligence officer to ever defect to the West, Ion Mihai Pacepa, claimed that the attack on
Pius was no accident — it was Soviet agitprop. He revealed, wrote John Follain in the Sunday Times of
London, “that he was involved in the operation code-named Seat12, a Kremlin scheme launched in 1960 to
portray Pius XII ‘as a cold-hearted Nazi sympathiser.’ The result, according to Pacepa, was the 1963 play
The Deputy, by Rolf Hochhuth.” Oh, I should add that the motto of this Cold War plot was “Dead men
cannot defend themselves.” No, they can’t — but men with dead souls can attack very well.
While the hard-left Hochhuth certainly needed no encouragement to write such propaganda (except,
perhaps, for some convenient misinformation “finding” him), should Pacepa’s story surprise anyone? After
all, Pius and the church at the time were staunchly and explicitly anti-communist, and Catholic teaching
specifically condemns communism. In fact, so effective was the church’s opposition that Mikhail Gorbachev
credited it as being instrumental in the fall of the Iron Curtain, saying in 1992, “What has happened in
Eastern Europe in recent years would not have been possible without the presence of this Pope [John Paul
II].”
The point is that the communists viewed the Catholic Church as a major (if not the main) impediment to
their aims. Also remember that, as Soviet defector Yuri Bezmenov pointed out years ago, 85 percent of the
KGB’s resources were devoted not to intrigue but to subversion, efforts at, as he put it, “demoralization.”
That is, efforts such as the attack on Pius.
But as Bezmenov would also point out, most cultural havoc wreaked upon the West is done by Westerners to
Westerners. Thus, however great (or minor) the communist influence over the character assassination of
Pius, there is no doubt that it is covered with Western fingerprints. And why did so many glom on to The
Deputy’s malicious lies? Simple: The time was right. Secularist forces were on the march in the 1960s,
hungry for any hammer suitable for bludgeoning traditionalist institutions. As University of Mississippi law
professor and author of Righteous Gentiles: How Pope Pius XII and the Catholic Church Saved Half a Million
Jews From the Nazis Richard Rychlak explained in a January 2006 Zenit interview:
Many of the critics [of Pius] share a view of the world that runs counter to the Catholic Church, and
they have tried to advance their view and discredit the Church by denigrating Pope Pius XII.
Read through to the end of most of these [anti-Pius] books and you will find that the authors are
critical not only of Pope Pius XII, but also the late Pope John Paul II, the positions expressed by
Cardinal Ratzinger/Pope Benedict XVI, traditional Catholic doctrines of papal supremacy, the all-male
priesthood and especially Catholic sexual teachings.
In fact, as Rychlak points out, the Catholic Church is being attacked for the same reason Christianity is
always targeted: It advances the concept of Absolute Truth. For this reason, he writes, “it is their main
target — not Pius or any other -individual.”
It’s Nothing Personal
In reality, many of Pius’ critics couldn’t care less about the pope any more than they do about the truth
concerning him. Rather, he is a vehicle. If they can discredit the church by impugning Pius, they will do
that; and if they could discredit the church by lauding Pius, they would do that. Moreover, there is no
question in my mind that the agenda-driven, secularist critics care not a whit about the Holocaust, either.
It is also a vehicle. And as an example, we need look no further than the impious playwright Rolf Hochhuth.
To this day he is great friends with David Irving — the man who recently completed a prison sentence in
Austria for Holocaust denial. In fact, Hochhuth was accused of anti-Semitism himself in 2005 when he
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defended Irving’s statement, “More women died on the back seat of Edward Kennedy’s car at
Chappaquiddick than ever died in a gas chamber in Auschwitz,” by dismissing it as black humor.
Then there is an irony here: If you’re the church, you’re damned if you do and damned if you don’t.
Moderns lament those medieval days when popes and prelates melded with princes and politics, but then
turn about and say that the church didn’t do “enough” to stop the owners of arguably the most powerful
military on Earth. But while nothing is ever enough to one bent on criticism, the days of a pope summoning
Crusader armies to vanquish the barbarians du jour are long gone.
This brings us back to quiet heroism and Oskar Schindler. Krupp has pointed out that in Judaism “the
highest form of charity is anonymous charity,” and he says that this is what Pius is “guilty” of. Yet
anonymous help is sometimes driven by necessity as much as nobility. Sure, we often like our heroes
spitting in the eye of 1,000 devils while dodging 1,000 bullets, but bravery that kills innocents is no virtue.
Many have observed that whenever the church spoke out, reprisals against Christians and Jews alike
intensified. And this could only be observed because the church did speak out. This — and the fact that a
dead savior saves no one — is the reason why, like Schindler, Pius had to work his miracles in secret. Unlike
Schindler, though, who is admired for using a pretense of friendship with Nazis to save 1,200 lives, Pius is
condemned for using an occasional pretense of neutrality to save the better part of one million.
Yet, in trying to correct the record here, one encounters a very difficult stumbling block. It’s called the Big
Lie technique. It was articulated by Adolf Hitler himself in Mein Kampf when he wrote, “It would never
come into their [average people’s] heads to fabricate colossal untruths, and they would not believe that
others could have the impudence to distort the truth so infamously.” Now, what does it say about Pius’
Machiavellian critics when, in order to paint him as a Nazi collaborator, they were willing to infamously
distort the truth?
You can answer that yourself. As for the Big Lie that Pope Pius XII didn’t do enough, we should ask the big
question: Who did more? One of Pius’ former enemies, Gary Krupp, knows. He put it this way, “Through our
research of documented proof, we have discovered that secretly, he saved more Jews than all of the
world’s religious and political leaders combined.” That is a big truth. It’s big, it’s beautiful, and maybe it
will even be, one day, known.
— Photo: AP Images
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With sentiments of esteem and spiritual closeness, I gladly extend to you a fraternal embrace in the name of
our one Lord Jesus Christ.
From the Vatican, 30 November 2010

TERESA BENEDETTA

Tuesday, November 30, 2010 8:12 PM

Jewish sources regarding Pius XII
confirm Benedict XVI's judgment
Translated from the Italian service of

30 NOV 2010 (RV) - The most recent historical evidence brought to light confirm the positions expressed by Benedict XV in Light
of the World about Pius XII and his support for persecuted Jews in World War II.
The Pope points out in the book that it is important to overcome ideological conjectures about what Pius XII could have done
more.
"The decisive thing is what he did and what he tried to do, and on that score, we really must acknowledge, I believe, that he was
one of the great righteous men, and that he saved more Jews than anyone else".
In his conversations with Peter Seewald, the Pope points out that he ordered 'an inspection of the unpublished archival records',
and that "it was possible to reconfirm our original impression, to see that the records confirm the positive things we know but not
the negative things that are alleged".
Last November 17, the Pope received from the founder of the Pave the Way Foundation, Gary Krupp, an American Jew, records
showing new historical confirmation of the Church position about Papa Pacelli and the Jews.
Krupp said at the time that "The book [Pius XII and the Second World War: the Documented Truth] and documents we
presented to the Pope resulted from efforts by the Foundation to publicly post on the site www.ptwf.org original documents and
eyewitness accounts about Pius XII's wartime activities in aid of the Jews to encourage the international community of historians
to study them."
www.ptwf.org/projects/education/PPXII%20Document%20Pag...
It is hoped, he said, "that by making these materials available on the Web, the controversy that has clouded the pontificate of
Pius XII for almost half a century may finally be resolved".
So far, he says, the Foundation has posted "more than 40,000 pages of documents, articles, interviews and eyewitness accounts,
much of it original material, on that historical period".
The new book on Pius XII's record has just been published in Hebrew. The material presented, which is easy reading, allows the
reader to come to his own conclusions.
It is the first book in Hebrew on Pius XII that is based on documentary evidence, not on speculation.
Krupp also gave the Pope the book Hitler, the war and the Pope, written by Prof. Ronald Rychlak with Migai Ion Pacepa, the
Romanian general who became the highest-ranking ex-KGB agent ever to defect.
The book describes the operations of the KGB disinformation network and their plan called 'Seat 12' intended to destroy the
reputation of Pius XII and to open up the division between the Catholic Church and the Jewish world.
It was ordered by then Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev to discredit the Catholic Church and to isolate the Jewish world from
Christians.
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German visit scheduled
for Sept 22-25, 2011,
says Mons. Zollitsch
Translated from the German service of

30 NOV 2010 (RV) - A day in Berlin, a day in Erfurt, one-and-a-half days in Freiburg - so far, this is how the tentative plan is for
Pope Benedict's visit to Germany on Sept. 22-25.
The chairman of the German bishop's conference, Archbishop Robert Zollitsch of Freiburg, told the German broadcasting station
ARD that the events have yet to be finalized, but there are obvious considerations.
For example, the political aspect of the trip is expected, of course, to be the emphasis in Berlin, as this is an official visit on the
invitation of the German President Norbert Lemmer as well as the German bishops' conference.
But he said it is not yet clear if the Pope will make a special stop at the Brandenburg Gate as his predecessor did, or whether he
will meet with some victims of sex abuse by priests in the German capital.
"We haven't gone far with details yet. For example, perhaps a visit to the Maria Regina Martyrum [Mary Queen of Martyrs]
memorial for the victims of National Socialism, of Communism and the Second World War. We have to try to see what we can fit
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into these barely four-day visit," Zollitsch said.
Whether the Pope will address the German Bundestag (Parliament) is something that has to be discussed between Berlin adn the
Vatican, he said.
The second stage of the visit would be to the Diocese of Erfurt, with its famous Wartburg Castle, a Martin Luther memorial place
but also the longtime residence of St. Elizabeth of Thuringia.
"Erfurt is a key location - the Pope will be in the 'new' German states [formerly Communist East Germany). And we are
considering whether he will visit Catholic Eichsfeld. The Martin Luther factor has not been very central so far. In any case, there
is an importaht Luther anniversary in 2017 [the 500th anniversary of his 95 Theses]. But, of course, he will have meetings with the
representatives of the evangelical Christian communities, the Jews and the Muslims. Even these will depend on the program in
Berlin".
The last stage of the visit will be in Freiburg, Zollitsch's own archdiocese. He said he told the Pope that just one day in southwest
Germany would not be enough for the strictly pastoral aspect of the visit.
"The visit would end in Freiburg on a weekend, so it means we can have a large Sunday Mass in the open. And we plan to use
Freiburg Cathedral for Vespers, for his meeting with the clergy and/or with young people".

TERESA BENEDETTA

Tuesday, November 30, 2010 10:42 PM

Here are a couple of informal reviews of the book from the blogging world - by two people who like it primarily because it is a good read all throughout,
and heartily ask of everyone, as every sensible person would, to stop already with the condoms! There's so much more in the book.... Brandon Vogt is a 24
-year-old Catholic engineer from Florida; and B16 followers know all about the Curt Jester...

The Pope is always charitable
and articulates his answers well
by Brandon Vogt

Nov. 29, 2010
By now, whether through secular or religious outlets, you’ve likely heard about a recent book-length interview with Pope Benedict
XVI titled Light of the World (Ignatius Press, 256 pages, hardback). This book presents the third extensive interview between
the Pope and journalist Peter Seewald, the first two coming before Benedict was Pope.
Light of the World has generated some serious controversy over a few obscure paragraphs in the middle of its 256 pages. In
these paragraphs, the Pope is asked about the Church’s position on condoms. He answers by re-articulating the Church’s
traditional position that contraception is inherently counter to true sexuality, but in some cases condoms may be a step toward a
deeper morality.
The travesty is that this book will now be known only for these couple of paragraphs when the book provides so many other
fascinating insights.
Light of the World really is a monumental effort, and anyone who reads it cover-to-cover will appreciate how much of a gift it
really is. Never before has a Pope granted such an in-depth interview, nor directly answered so many challenging questions in
rapid succession.
Seewald — whom The Irish Times nicknamed the “pope whisperer” —is great at formulating these inquiries, pulling no punches
along the way. He poses questions that are straight-forward, even borderline accusatory at times, such as:
•What caused the sexual-abuse scandal in the Church?
•Have you considered resigning?
•What do you think about the global climate crisis?
•Can there be dialogue with Islam?
•Is Christianity the only truth?
•Should there be a Third Vatican Council?
Pope Benedict’s answers are characteristically charitable, intelligent, and well-articulated, even including a little humor here and
there. He speaks here as a wise sage whose wisdom has been built and refined over many years.
But even with the clarity shared between both men, Light of the World has its difficulties. The book was compiled, translated,
and published in such a short amount of time — the interview took place in July 2010 — that it does lack some finish. At times,
clunky punctuation choices, like periods instead of commas and sentences lacking subjects, make the reading slightly awkward.
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« Pie XII est victime d’une campagne de diffamation » selon
M. Villareal, représentant de la fondation Pave the Way
À l'occasion de la parution du livre « Lumière du monde. Le pape, l'Eglise, les signes des temps », les propos de Benoît XVI sur Pie
XII font une nouvelle fois l'objet d'une information hélas la plupart du temps unilatérale. L’article de la newsletter [de la CICAD] du
23 novembre « Réactions aux propos de Benoît XVI sur Pie XII (voir la newsletter), pourrait donner l'impression erronée d'une
position historique et/ou Juive unique sur la question [i].
Au sujet de ce qu’il convient de qualifier de légende noire, le « silence coupable » de Pie XII au sujet de la Shoah, il est de notoriété
publique que cette réécriture du jugement de l'histoire est le résultat d'une campagne de diffamation menée dès les lendemains de
la guerre, dont la clef de voûte fut la pièce de théâtre « Le Vicaire » de 1963 écrite par Rolf Hochhuth. Le même Hochhuth qui fit
encore, il y a cinq ans à peine dans l’hebdomadaire allemand Junge Freiheit, l’apologie de son ami David Irving, négationniste
notoire, plusieurs fois condamné pour ses propos niant l'existence des chambres à gaz et de la Shoah. On le verra, nous ne
sommes pas à un paradoxe près dans cette affaire.
L’affirmation de Richard Prasquier Président du CRIF, quand il dit que « l’opinion de Benoît XVI n’est partagée par aucun historien
sérieux de la période » ne correspond tout simplement pas aux faits. Nombre d’historiens Juifs et de personnalités publiques Juives
se sont exprimées dans un sens contraire à celui de M. Prasquier. Il porte seul la responsabilité de la qualification « pas sérieux »
de ces personnes, ou bien alors ne connaît-il pas ces prises de positions, ce que nous sommes heureux de pallier ci-après :
Voici quelques exemples parmi les historiens Juifs :
Sir Martin Gilbert :
Historien Juif largement reconnu comme l'un des historiens et biographes les plus éminents et respectés de notre temps sur la IIe
Guerre mondiale, Sir Martin Gilbert est aussi le biographe officiel de Winston Churchill. Il est l'auteur de nombreux ouvrages fort
renommés sur la Shoah, notamment: The Holocaust, A History of the Jews of Europe during the Second World War (La Shoah:
Histoire des Juifs d'Europe pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale), Auschwitz and the Allies (Auschwitz et les Alliés) et Never
Again: History of the Holocaust (Plus jamais ça: Histoire de la Shoah). Une interview dans laquelle il s'exprime au sujet de Pie XII
est consultable sur Internet:http://www.barhama.com/PAVETHEWAY/gilbert.html
Jenö Lévaï,
Historien et expert Juif de renommée internationale au sujet de la Shoah en Hongrie, Jenö LévaÏ a notamment publié L'Eglise ne
s'est pas tue. Le dossier hongrois 1940-1945. Au sujet du jugement sur Pie XII, il a donné son avis pour tenter d’expliquer la raison
du virage d’opinion auquel beaucoup ont cédé: « C’est une ironie regrettable que la seule personne dans toute l’Europe occupée,
celle qui a fait plus que toute autre pour arrêter l’horrible crime et amoindrir ses conséquences, soit aujourd’hui le bouc émissaire à
cause de la faillite des autres ».
Pinchas Lapide :
Historien, Diplomate, consul Israélien à Milan de 1956 à 1958 qui a ensuite enseigné aux universités Bar-Ilan et Ramat Gan.
Pinchas Lapide a publié en 1967 le premier ouvrage majeur sur la question, Rom und die Juden (Rome et les Juifs), basé sur les
recherches et un grand nombre de témoignages de première main qu'il a obtenus durant les années qu’il a séjourné en Italie.
Rabbi David Dalin :
Spécialiste de l'Histoire juive américaine et des relations judéo-chrétiennes, professeur d'Histoire et de Sciences politiques, le
Rabbin David Dalin est l'auteur de plusieurs livres sur l'Histoire juive, en particulier Religion and State in the American Jewish
experience. Il a publié un récemment un livre, The myth of Hitler’s Pope (en fr. Pie XII et les Juifs, le mythe du Pape d’Hitler),
balayant la thèse du « Pape d'Hitler ». Dans cet ouvrage, il dénonce la diffamation de Pie XII comme une instrumentalisation
abusive de la Shoah, à laquelle les Juifs doivent s'opposer. « On n'a pas le droit, honnêtement, d'exploiter cette tragédie à des fins
partisanes, dans un pareil débat. Et c'est vrai, en particulier, quand cette pratique aboutit à déprécier le témoignage des survivants
qui ont fait l'éloge du souverain pontife pour ses actions en leur faveur. Imputer la condamnation qui revient à Hitler et aux Nazis à
un pape qui s'opposa à eux et était ami des juifs, est une abominable calomnie ».
Au sein du monde francophone :
Me Serge Klarsfeld:
On ne présente plus le président de l’association Fils et filles de déportés juifs de France (FFDJF), qui ne peut être soupçonné
de complaisance vis-à-vis de qui que ce soit. Le 19 décembre dernier dans un article du Point, au moment où Richard Prasquier
parlait d' « immense déception » au sujet de la prochaine béatification de Pie XII, il disait qu’il ne voyait pour sa part « aucune
objection à ce que Pie XII soit déclaré Saint ». Serge Klarsfeld a tenu des propos similaires, aux antipodes de la « légende noire »,
lors de la conférence-débat « Pie XII et les Juifs » à Paris le 7 novembre de cette année. Il rappelait que face au pape il y avait une
force occupante féroce aux portes du Vatican, prête à exécuter les ordres d’un Hitler fou meurtrier et irascible, capable des pires
représailles. Enfin, il imputait la désinformation sur le sujet à une ligne rédactionnelle anticatholique largement répandue dans les
médias.
Yagil Limore:
Historienne, spécialiste de l'histoire culturelle, politique et sociale de la France au XXe siècle, et en particulier de la période de
l'Occupation. Auteur de l’ouvrage Chrétiens et Juifs sous Vichy (1940 - 1944). Sauvetage et désobéissance civil, Yagil Limore a
enseigné à l'université de Haïfa et à l'université de Tel-Aviv pendant plusieurs années. Elle poursuit ses recherches, notamment sur
les différentes modalités de sauvetage des juifs en France et en Europe au temps de la Shoah, à l'université de Paris-IV-Sorbonne
et au collège des Bernardins.
Les historiens ne sont pas les seuls au sein de la communauté Juive à s’exprimer dans ce sens, loin s'en faut. Nombre de
personnalités publiques en ont fait de même, tant aujourd’hui qu’hier. Commençons par deux figures bien connues du PAF, le
paysage audio-visuel Français :
Bernard-Henri Lévy:
Dans un article paru dans le Corriere della Sera au lendemain de la visite de Benoît XVI à la Grande Synagogue de Rome, il
s’étonne surtout que « de l’assourdissant silence qui se fit, dans le monde entier, autour de la Shoah, on fasse porter tout le poids,
ou presque, sur celui des Souverains du moment qui a) n’avait ni canons ni avions à sa disposition; b) ne ménagea pas ses efforts
pour, nous disent la plupart des historiens sérieux, partager avec ceux qui en disposaient les informations dont il avait
connaissance; c) sauva, lui, effectivement, à Rome mais aussi ailleurs, un grand nombre de ceux dont il avait la responsabilité
morale. Ultime retouche au Grand Livre de la sottise contemporaine: Pie ou Benoît, on peut être pape et bouc émissaire » [ii].
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New book: Pope Benedict XVI understands why clergy sex
abuse scandals would cause some Catholics to leave the
Church. Plus, the Pontiff's thoughts on condoms to fight
AIDS, Pope Pius XII & the Holocaust and under what
conditions he'd consider resigning
Like

German Catholic journalist Peter Seewald has landed the ultimate interview. His in-depth conversion
with Pope Benedict XVI is the subject of the new book Light of the World: The Pope, the Church, and
the Sign of the Times due out tomorrow.
Among the highlights being reported in the media:
* The Pope understands why the clergy sex abuse scandals has caused some Catholics,
especially victims, to leave the Church.
From Catholic News Service: An entire chapter and parts of others were dedicated to the clerical sex
abuse scandal. The pope called it "a great crisis" that left him "stunned by how wretched the church is,
by how much her members fail to follow Christ."
"It was really almost like the crater of a volcano, out of which suddenly a tremendous cloud of filth
came, darkening and soiling everything, so that above all the priesthood suddenly seemed to be a
place of shame," he said.
He expressed optimism about the church's recovery from the scandal, saying God continues to raise
up Catholic saints. But he also said he understands why some Catholics, particularly victims, have
responded by leaving the church in protest.
"It is difficult for them to keep believing that the church is a source of good, that she communicates the
light of Christ, that she helps people in life -- I can understand that," he said.
The pope said media coverage of the abuse scandal was partly motivated by a desire to discredit the
church. But he added that the church must be "grateful for every disclosure" and said the media could
not have reported in this way "had there not been evil in the church."
* The Pope acknowledges that, in certain circumstances (particularly involving prostitution and
curbing the spread of AIDS), the use of condoms could be seen as "a first step" in taking moral
responsibility for one's sexual behavior.
From Time.com: Benedict's so-called condom concession was not a huge one. He still proscribes the
use of condoms as contraception (as he does the birth control pill). His specific example, that of a
male prostitute choosing to use a condom in a conscious choice to prevent HIV infection, is couched
as "a first step in the direction of moralization, a first assumption of responsibility, on the way toward
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recovering an awareness that not everything is allowed and that one cannot do whatever one wants."
Benedict seems to imply a scale of good and bad intentions -- from the indiscriminate use of condoms
and other contraceptives to the idea of preventing the spread of AIDS to following the teachings of the
Catholic Church. Condoms are not the ultimate solution or the prescribed Catholic way, he reiterates,
though Benedict allows that there is little the church can do to prevent anyone from acquiring
condoms. Still, he insists that "the sheer fixation on the condom implies a banalization of sexuality...
the dangerous source of the attitude of no longer seeing sexuality as the expression of love."
* The Pope defends Pius XII's actions during the Holocaust, saying he "saved more Jews than
anyone else."
From Reuters: In the book-length interview with a German journalist, the pope says of Pius:
"The decisive thing is what he did and what he tried to do, and on that score we really must
acknowledge, I believe, that he was one of the great righteous men and that he saved more Jews than
anyone else."
Note: While the Pope's view offends some of the Jewish faith, it's worth noting the campaign of Gary
Krupp, the Jewish leader of the Pave the Way Foundation, who is working hard to correct what he
believes to be the tragically-wrong notion that Pius was "Hitler's Pope."
Read Story.

* The Pope says he would resign if incapacitated.
From Reuters: Pope Benedict says...that he would not hesitate to become the first pontiff to resign
willingly in more than 700 years if he felt himself no longer able, "physically, psychologically and
spiritually," to lead the church.
***
Don't forget to support the Hungerthon. The radio event in support of the anti-poverty organization
WhyHunger continues tomorrow.

TUESDAY SCHEDULE:
WINS (1010 AM), WCBS-AM (880), WRXP, 5 a.m.-10 p.m.
WFAN, 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
WCBS-FM: 6 a.m.-10 p.m.
WAXQ: 5:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sirius XM (multiple channels).
Also supporting Hungerthon: WHTZ, WLTW, WKTU, WWPR, WPLJ, WQHT, WRKS, WABC, Last.fm,
Kweevak.com and rocklandworldradio.com.
For more on the work of WhyHunger click here.
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Pope Benedict’s new book has aroused more controversy over comments praising Pope
Pius XII for his “righteous” attempts to save Jews from Nazi persecution during World
War II.
The book, in question and answer format with the German Catholic journalist Peter
Seewald, will be released in various languages and covers a wide range of topics,
Haaretz reports.
“At the present time, we have new, clever people who say that, while he did save many
lives, he had old-fashioned ideas about Jews that fall short of Vatican II (the 1962-65
Church Council). But that is not the question,” the Pope says in the book.
“The decisive thing is what he did and what he tried to do, and on that score we really
must acknowledge, I believe, that he was one of the great righteous men and that he
saved more Jews than anyone else,” writes Benedict.
Dr. Michael Hesemann, a German historian who is combing through the Vatican
archives for the U.S.-based Pave the Way Foundation, has found in recent research that
Pope Pius XII may have arranged the exodus of about 200,000 Jews from Germany just
three weeks after Kristallnacht.
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Pope’s praise of Pius upsets Holocaust survivors
NOVE MB ER 22ND, 2010

Pope’s praise of Pius dismays Holocaust survivors
He says in a new book that wartime pontiff was a ‘great righteous’ man
A Holocaust survivors group has voiced dismay over Pope Benedict XVI’s assertion in a new book that wartime pontiff Pius XII was a “great righteous”
man who saved more Jews than anyone else.
Benedict’s “comments fill us with pain and sadness and cast a menacing shadow on Vatican-Jewish relations,” said Elan Steinberg, vice president of
American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and their Descendants, in an emailed statement late Saturday.
Some contend Pius didn’t speak out enough against mass deportation and killing of 6 million Jews by Germany’s Nazi regime and its collaborators.
In “Light of the World,” to be published on Tuesday, Benedict lavishes praise on Pius, who progressed down the Vatican’s road to possible sainthood
when the pope last year formally hailed his predecessor’s “heroic virtues.”
He notes pleas from Jewish groups and historians that sainthood efforts be put on hold until the Vatican opens up its archives on the 1939-1958 papacy.
The Vatican says the documents, which Benedict says number in the “hundreds of thousands,” will be opened up to scholars when archival work is ready,
likely in a few years…
Read the full text here: Pope’s praise of Pius upsets Holocaust survivors
Related posts:
1. Holocaust survivors ask European Union to probe role of Vatican bank A group of Holocaust survivors from Yugoslavia and Ukraine have asked European Union
authorities to investigate whether the Vatican bank...

2. Holocaust commission member: Pius XII saved my father’s life A member of the Alabama Holocaust Commission has told the Pave the Way Foundation that Venerable
Pius XII saved his...

3. Rome’s rabbi dislikes film treatment of Pope Pius XII Rome's Rabbi Riccardo Di Segni has criticized a new film about Pope Pius XII as "glaring propaganda," saying that
the...

4. Future Pope Pius XII asked bishops to work to save synagogues Two documents discovered in the Vatican Secret Archives reveal that the future Pope Pius XII sought
to preserve Jewish culture,...

5. The Pius Wars, Continued In the war over Pius XII and the Holy See’s policy toward Nazi Germany before and during World War...
6. Pope speaks on St. Pius X, drive to encourage frequent Communion At his weekly public audience on August 18, Pope Benedict XVI spoke about the achievements
of Pope St. Pius X,...

7. On Pope St. Pius X [2010-08-18] A Pontificate "Characterized by a Notable Effort of Reform" . . . Read a longer excerpt of On Pope St....
8. Prayer to Saint Joseph by Pope Pius X Glorious Saint Joseph, model of all who are devoted to labor, obtain for me the grace to work in the...
9. How Dare You Compare Abortion to the Holocaust or Slavery? Commentary by Bryan KemperNote: Bryan Kemper is the founder and president of Stand True
Ministries, a Christ-centered pro-life group.November 10,...

10. Responding to: How Dare You Compare Abortion to The Holocaust or Slavery? I have heard many people cry foul whenever any pro-lifer uses the Jewish
Holocaust or slavery in America as a...
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Pope Benedict: Nazi-era pope saved more Jews
than anyone else
Benedict XVI's new nook, question and answer format with the German Catholic
journalist Peter Seewald, will be released in various languages on Thursday.
By Haaretz Service
Tags: Israel news Jewish world Holocaust
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"The decisive thing is what he did and what he tried to do, and on that
score we really must acknowledge, I believe, that he was one of the
great righteous men and that he saved more Jews than anyone else,"
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<< Je voudrais tout d’abord remercier le Père Michel Viot d’avoir organisé
cette conférence et d’avoir invité Pave the Way Foundation à y participer. Je
suis heureux de partager avec vous tous ici présents et avec les autres
conférenciers cette si importante série d’évènements qui ont apporté
beaucoup, tant à notre activité qu’à la réalisation de nos objectifs.

France 24 alarmée que le pape
soit catholique

Il y a dix ans, si vous aviez dit à mon épouse Meredith (Merry) et à moimême que nous ferions ce que nous faisons aujourd’hui, je n’y aurais jamais
cru. Comment cela a-t-il commencé ?

Paris, le 7 novembre : une
conférence-débat sur...

Le 29 Juillet 2000, je reçus un appel téléphonique du Nonce Apostolique
auprès des Nations Unies, à l’époque l’archevêque Renato Martino. Son
Excellence me faisait savoir que mes nombreuses années de bénévolat pour
aider à équiper l’hôpital italien de Padre Pio (depuis devenu saint), le Pape
Jean-Paul II, pour m’honorer m’a élevé au rang de chevalier dans l’ordre de
Saint-Grégoire le Grand. Etant juif, je pris cet honneur, rarissime, comme
une obligation et une opportunité d’améliorer les relations entre les
communautés des diverses croyances religieuses. Mon épouse Meredith et
moi-même avons alors pris la résolution de changer nos propres vies pour
nous investir dans la plus importante des causes.
En 2002, une groupe d’étudiants juifs m’ont demandé si je pouvais organiser
un examen des manuscrits de Maïmonide se trouvant à la Bibliothèque
du Vatican. Ces étudiants disaient que pendant des années, l’accès à la
Bibliothèque leur avait été refusé. Ils souhaitaient que je les aide afin qu’ils
puissent obtenir une réponse positive. J’ai obtenu l’autorisation d’amener
cette délégation internationale à Rome pour voir ces manuscrits. L’accueil qui
leur fut réservé par les officiels du Vatican, avec une visite de la
Bibliothèque, a été un moment de grande émotion. Après avoir vu un Rabbin
Hasidique embrasser un cardinal, Merry et moi avons su que cet évènement
changerait nos vies pour toujours.
Merry et moi avons décidé de créer une fondation avec l’aide d’amis. Notre
mission sera d’oeuvrer pour améliorer les relations, non théologiques, entre
les religions du monde en mettant en avant le côté historique, culturel,
technologique et éducatif et ainsi identifier les obstacles entre les diverses
formes de la foi afin de pouvoir les éliminer. Merry a choisi le nom de « Pave
the Way Foundation ». Elle était d’avis que cette appellation était bonne car
nous « préparions le chemin » pour des relations nouvelles et constructives.
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En progressant dans notre nouvelle mission, Pave the Way a découvert qu’un
obstacle politique important existait entre Israël et le Saint-Siège. En août
2003, les négocations pour finaliser les relations sur le plan de la législation
et de la fiscalité entre les deux Etats furent suspendus et cet arrêt des
négociations fut très dommageable. En uitilisant notre réseau de relations
aux Etats Unis, Pave the Way a contribué à faire redémarrer la médiation ;
celle-ci est toujours en cours.
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Le 18 janvier 2005 nous avons sponsorisé la plus importante audience privée
entre les Juifs et le Pape Jean-Paul II. Ce furent 168 rabbins, des diplomates
et dirigeants juifs reçus dans la salle Clémentine au palais papal pour
simplement remercier le pape Jean-Paul II de ce qu’il avait fait pour la
réconciliation entre les religions et l’assurer de nos bénédictions.
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Nous sommes à l’origine du tout premier prêt de documents de la
Bibliothèque du Vatican à l’Etat d’Israël. Les precieux manuscrits de
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Man Recalls How Pius XII Hid Jews in the Vatican
NEW YORK, NOV. 2, 2010 (Zenit.org).- A Jewish man is giving testimony to how his father was saved from the Nazis
by being hidden in the Vatican by Pope Pius XII.
This testimony is the latest collected by Pave the Way Foundation, which has been compiling documents and
reports regarding the actions of Pius XII during World War II.
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Gary Krupp, the foundation's president, announced the latest testimony by Robert Adler, a member of the Alabama
Holocaust Commission.
Adler recalled how his father, Hugo Adler, was taken into the Vatican in 1941 and was hidden for five weeks. During
that time, he met personally with Pope Pius XII on several occasions.
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Hugo was then sent through a Vatican network through France, into Spain, and then to Sosua, Dominican Republic.
Robert said in his testimony that he found through research that the Nazis planned to first annihilate the Jews and
then the Catholics. He noted that, due to this fact, the Pontiff conducted the rescue efforts in secret.
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He concluded that his father would have died if Pius XII had not intervened.
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Krupp expressed gratitude for Adler's testimony, affirming that "his coming forward with this most revealing
recollection, has paid back an enormous debt owed to all of those who risked their lives by reaching out to save the
victims to the Shoah."

Islam Facts
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The foundation has posted some 40,000 documents along with video testimonies on its Web site to provide evidence
about the role of Pius XII in World War II.
Elliot Hershberg, chairman of the foundation's board, noted: "This effort has been a hugely expensive and arduous
undertaking for [Pave the Way Foundation] but it has been well worth it.

Vocation

"In accordance with our mission, if we can help to illuminate this controversial period, which has been a source of
discord between Jews and Catholic for over 46 years, we will have helped to change the course of history and
improve relations at a time this is so necessary."
--- --- --On the Net:
Pave the Way Foundation: http://www.ptwf.org
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documents and reports regarding the actions of Pius XII during World War II.
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Gary Krupp, the foundation's president, announced the latest testimony by Robert Adler, a
member of the Alabama Holocaust Commission.
Adler recalled how his father, Hugo Adler, was taken into the Vatican in 1941 and was hidden for
five weeks. During that time, he met personally with Pope Pius XII on several occasions.
Hugo was then sent through a Vatican network through France, into Spain, and then to Sosua,
Dominican Republic.
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Robert said in his testimony that he found through research that the Nazis planned to first
annihilate the Jews and then the Catholics. He noted that, due to this fact, the Pontiff conducted
the rescue efforts in secret.
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He concluded that his father would have died if Pius XII had not intervened.

Pius XII's Efforts to Save Jewish
Culture Revealed

Krupp expressed gratitude for Adler's testimony, affirming that "his coming forward with this
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most revealing recollection, has paid back an enormous debt owed to all of those who risked their
lives by reaching out to save the victims to the Shoah."

Pius XII's War Efforts Seen on
Rediscovered Films

The foundation has posted some 40,000 documents along with video testimonies on its Web site
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to provide evidence about the role of Pius XII in World War II.
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Elliot Hershberg, chairman of the foundation's board, noted: "This effort has been a hugely
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expensive and arduous undertaking for [Pave the Way Foundation] but it has been well worth it.
"In accordance with our mission, if we can help to illuminate this controversial period, which has
been a source of discord between Jews and Catholic for over 46 years, we will have helped to
change the course of history and improve relations at a time this is so necessary."
--- --- ---
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Implacable Advocate for Justice
Celebrating 5 Years With Pope Benedict XVI
BY GARY KRUPP 04/16/2010 Comments (1)

Share
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As we approach the fifth anniversary of the election of
Joseph Ratzinger as the 265th successor to St. Peter, we
reflect back on his extraordinary accomplishments. He
has continued to move the Roman Catholic Church in the
same direction as his predecessors but also to pave the
way for new and equally important missions. There have
been and will be many challenges in this noble effort.
I speak as a Jewish man dedicated to interreligious
dialogue. Through our gestures and identification of

Pope Benedict meets Sheik Armando Hussein
Saleh (l) and Rabbi Henry Sobel at St.
Benedict Monastery in Sao Paulo, Brazil in
2007.

Related Articles

obstacles, we work to purify the name of G-d by denying
it from those who will use and abuse it for their own
agendas. In this mission, I have found a wonderful ally in
the Catholic Church under the pontificate of Pope
Benedict XVI.

A Conversation with an Iranian Ayatollah

Throughout history, those who sat on the chair of St.
Peter have been challenged by many difficult issues. Pope

Pope: Church Does Not Work for Numbers
and Power

Benedict XVI has met these challenges head-on with a commitment to right a wrong and unify the
world’s diverse faiths in the common love of G-d.
One must acknowledge the Pope’s historic efforts to further relations with the Jewish people
through his practice to attend synagogues in many of the cities of his pilgrimages. He has clearly
and decisively condemned the historic atrocities committed against the Jewish people at every
opportunity.
He has made positive advances with our Muslim brothers and sisters by frankly addressing
concerns and by rallying the work of the good and dedicated Muslim leaders in the common cause
of peace and reconciliation. The landmark result of these efforts was a collective Islamic
denunciation, from some, of the violence which has soiled their faith.
Pope Benedict XVI has been steadfast in his commitment to the faithful in the Catholic Church
through his work to unify fringe elements who espouse opposing and controversial views. It is
important to recognize his motives to bring these people back into the fold of the Catholic Church.
These efforts, while controversial, are essential when one looks at the dissolution of the extremist
ideas which abound when disobedience creates a schism. Such an effort requires strength and a
clear vision of the goal that may be achieved. This work must be admired rather than criticized.
While addressing the terrible crimes of sexual abuse, Pope Benedict XVI has been implacable in
his condemnation and his demands for justice. Here we see his efforts to root out these crimes
worldwide. His committed efforts have been unfettered by the firestorm of a merciless media,
whose goals seem to be only to sensationalize and to advance their anti-religion agenda.
Mindful of these highlights of the papacy of Pope Benedict XVI, one must observe that it is always
easy to condemn the hard work of those who seek to end hatred and mediate differences. My
advice is to look at the achievable goals that these works will bring before criticizing the efforts.
May G-d grant Pope Benedict XVI many more years of health and success in bringing his most
important work to fruition.
Gary Krupp is president of the Pave the Way Foundation, an interreligious organization dedicated
to fostering unity among the world’s religions.

About This Series
Now more than ever, we need to be reminded of what a Pope is. On the rock of Peter our Church
is built. To him and his successors — Christ’s vicars — have been entrusted the keys of the
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Kingdom of heaven. Christ prayed for him that his faith might not fail, that he might strengthen
his brethren.
The untold story right now in the media is how much God has worked through Pope Benedict XVI
in his first five years as Pope. That’s why we began to commission short essays to honor him for
his anniversary just a few weeks ago.
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As the media tries in vain to pin the lion’s share of the blame for the developing abuse scandal on
him, those essays are now taking on a meaning and depth we couldn’t have imagined. We’re
fortunate to have this man leading us, and these tributes tell why.
We hope you enjoy reading them as much as we did.
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Posted by: DanutM | 15 October 2010

Sinodul episcopilor catolici pentru Orientul Mijlociu

In perioada 10-24 octombrie are loc la Vatican Sinodul episcopilor catolici din Orientul Apropiat, un
eceniment unic, cu importante implicatii pentru aceasta regiune a lumii.
Iata mai jos un articol de pe situl Catholica despre acest eveniment:
14.10.2010, New York (Catholica) – Sinodul pentru Orientul Mijlociu care se desfăşoară în Roma
poate oferi o înţelegere corectă a realităţilor prin care trec diferitele popoare din regiune, potrivit
Fundaţiei Pave the Way cu sediul la New York. Această speranţă a fost exprimată de Gary
Krupp, preşedintele Fundaţiei. El a spus că nu se va ajunge niciodată la pace în regiune “dacă
părţile nu se pot pune în mod obiectiv în pielea tuturor oamenilor”. Krupp, care este evreu şi bine
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cunoscut în lumea catolică pentru eforturile sale de a corectare a relatărilor cu privire la ajutorul
dat de Papa Pius al XII-lea evreilor în timpul Holocaustului, a vorbit despre suferinţa îndurată de
toate taberele conflictului din Orientul Mijlociu.
“Trebuie să fie cunoscută suferinţa poporului palestinian. În mod specific, condiţiile din toate
lagărele de refugiaţi, inclusiv acelea din ţările arabe, trebuie analizate în mod corect. Israelienii
suferă din cauza atacurilor teroriste împotriva populaţiei lor civile. Rar raportate, până în ziua de
astăzi au loc atacuri cu rachete şi obuze asupra zonelor rezidenţiale din sudul Israelului, şi de
asemenea atacuri ale unor trăgători de elită asupra civililor israelieni nevinovaţi”. Krupp şi alţi
oficiali de la Fundaţia Pave the Way au deplâns relatările distorsionate din presă privind
conflictul. Elliot Hershberg, preşedintele organizaţiei, şi-a exprimat speranţa că Sinodul organizat
în Vatican va trata problemele reale din regiune, nu pe acelea intenţionat distorsionate şi
transformate în senzaţional de mass-media.
Iata si ale link-uri la articole legate de eveniment:
Benedict XVI opens Synod for the Middle East
Middle East synod is unique, and here’s why
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Pius XII and the Distorting Ellipsis
Sep 16, 2010

2010

Ronald J. Rychlak and William Doino, Jr.

2009

As charge after charge that Pope Pius XII failed to resist the Germans or even that he
was indeed “Hitler’s Pope” has been refuted, the critics have advanced new and more
remote accusations. First, critics attacked him for what he said or did (or failed to
say or do) during the war. When those accusations were proved to be without merit,
they charged him with failures after the war.

2008
2007
2006
2005

When those were refuted, they shifted to the pope’s actions before he was pope.
John Cornwell, the author of Hitler’s Pope, based his case on two letters, one written
in 1917 and the other in 1919. On The O’Reilly Factor, he agreed that action to thwart
Hitler would have to have been taken by 1933, and that the pope could have done
nothing in 1938 or 1939. Pius XII did not become pope until 1939.
The current charge claims that in a presentation Pius XII gave at an
International Eucharistic Congress in Hungary in 1938—when he was still Eugenio
Pacelli, Vatican Secretary of State—he referred to Jews as enemies of Christ and the
Catholic Church. (It should be noted that the Germans had refused to send a
delegation to the congress when they learned that Pacelli would be there, and
permitted no news of it to be transmitted in Germany. Pacelli had, after all, berated
them the year before when he went to France for the Pope.)
The critics claim that on May 25, 1938, just after the Anschluss (the German
annexation of Austria), but before the Shoah or even the outbreak of World War II,
Pacelli said:
Jesus conquers! He who so often was the recipient of the rage of his
enemies, he who suffered the persecutions of those of whom he was
one, he shall be triumphant in the future as well. . . . As opposed to the
foes of Jesus, who cried out to his face, “Crucify him!” we sing him
hymns of our loyalty and our love. We act in this fashion, not out of
bitterness, not out of a sense of superiority, not out of arrogance toward
those whose lips curse him and whose hearts reject him even today.
One major critic of Pius, Moshe Y. Herczl, claimed that Pacelli was clearly assailing
Jews: “Pacelli relied on his audience, realizing that hints would suffice. . . . He was
sure that his audience understood him well.” Cornwell concurred: “Pacelli,
representative of the Pope at the Eucharistic congress, was making it clear that the
‘comprehensive love’ he preached at the meeting did not include the Jews.” Michael
Phayer added that Pacelli, was “making reference to Jews ‘whose lips curse [Christ]
and whose hearts reject him even today.’”
There is reason to be suspicious of this quotation, and the anti-Semitic
interpretation applied to it.
First, no one at the time thought that Pacelli was speaking of Jews. He spoke of the
“military godless” and those who wanted to “impose a new Christianity,” statements
applicable only to the Communists and Nazis. Time magazine reported on the
Eucharistic Congress and noted that while the host cardinal’s opening speech had
“contained no hint of the fact that he is firmly anti-Nazi,”
Papal Legate Pacelli, without descending from the high religious plane
of the Congress, was more specific about Catholicism’s enemies “the
lugubrious array of the militant godless, shaking the clenched fist of
anti-Christ.” Cried he: “Where now are Herod and Pilate, Nero and
Diocletian, and Julian the Apostate, and all the persecutors of the First
Century? St. Ambrose replies: ‘The Christians who have been
massacred have won the victory; the vanquished were their
persecutors.’ Ashes and dust are the enemies of Christianity; ashes and
dust are all that they have desired, pursued perhaps even tasted for a
short moment of power and terrestrial glory.”
Second, look at the quotation the papal critics use. One has to wonder what the
ellipsis is replacing. Despite the importance of this quotation to the argument of
many papal critics, it seems that none of them traced it back to its origin.
Recently on the Australian blog Galus Australis, for example, Gabriel Wilensky
wrote: “[W]ho cares if the conference was about atheist Nazis or the health benefits
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of eating spinach?” Wilensky, author of a book titled Six Million Crucifixions,
continued: “The pope was talking about the Jews. The pope was not referring to Nazi
lips that curse Christ and Nazi hearts who still reject Christ even today. He was
referring to the Jews. You know this.”
A defender of Pius, Gary Krupp, asked Wilensky whether he had reviewed the
original text of the speech. Wilensky admitted that he did not have “the entire
speech . . . nor do I have the original quotes in French. I assume you ask for the
original in French for the sake of archival completeness, and not because you
suspect the paragraph I quoted is mistranslated and/or is a misrepresentation of the
original?”
Krupp, of course did suspect a mistranslation (or worse), and he was right.
With the assistance of Vatican historian (and relator of Pope Pius XII’s
sainthood cause) Fr. Peter Gumpel, we reviewed the text of the speech as it was
published in Discorsi e Panegirici. The quote as given by the critics does not appear
therein. The ellipsis was used to link very diverse passages from different pages of
Pacelli’s speech, producing a complete distortion of Pacelli’s words. (To be certain
that we were not overlooking anything, we reviewed transcripts from all seven of the
talks he gave in Hungary.)
Early in the talk, Pacelli spoke about biblical history. He recalled the Passion of
Christ, and he mentioned the defiance of disciples, the solitude of Gethsemane, the
crowning of thorns, the cynicism of Herod, and the opportunism of Pilate.
He referred to the masses that called for the Crucifixion and said they had been
“deceived and excited by propaganda, lies, insults and imprecations at the foot of the
Cross.” Those identified as enemies of Christ included Pontius Pilate, Herod, the
Roman soldiers, the Sanhedrin, and their followers. He did not call out “all Jews” or
“the Jews.”
About two pages later in the manuscript, Pacelli referred to those who were
persecuting the Church at that time by doing things like expelling religion and
perverting Christianity. Jews were not doing this, but Nazi Germany certainly was.
The future pope was clearly equating the Nazis, not Jews, to those who persecuted
the Church at earlier times.
Pacelli then returned to the theme of Christ’s sufferings during the Passion which
were being repeated against the Mystical Body of Christ in modern times contrasting
them with the Church’s offering of love: “Let us replace the cry of ‘Crucify’ made by
Christ’s enemies, with the ‘Hosanna’ of our fidelity and our love.” Pacelli was
rebuking the totalitarians of his day, not the Jews of earlier times.
Nowhere in the address did he mention or single out Jews as the specific, much less
sole, enemies of Jesus Christ, past or present. Nowhere did he depict them as
speaking “ out to his face,” or cite any passages from Scripture (e.g., Mathew 27: 26:
“His blood be on us, and our children”) that have been misread for centuries to
foment anti-Semitism. There is no legitimate way to argue that Pacelli was blaming
Jews when he spoke about the enemies of Christ.
Where did the distorted quotation come from? The first use in English was
by Herczl, in his Christianity and the Holocaust of Hungarian Jewry (1993).
Perhaps Herczl himself or the people who helped with the book falsified the
quotation, but that seems unlikely. All are or were successful professionals who had
no logical reason to manipulate the quotation. He, and those who have used the
quote since, however, accepted too uncritically a very unreliable source.
Herczl was not present at the speech and did not even look at Pacelli’s script which
can be found in Discorsi e Panegirici, a collection of Pius’s early writings first
published in 1939, or even the Italian version that appeared in the Vatican
newspaper. In his book, he cited a Hungarian newspaper, Nemzeti Ujsag (National
Journal), with a long and controversial history as a political outlet.
According to Herczl, at the time in question Nemzeti Ujsag called itself “The
Political Christian Daily Newspaper,” and he described it as “the semi-official
newspaper of the Catholic Church.” That is in keeping with what National Socialists
claimed at that time, which was the kind of lie Pacelli complained about in his talk.
The evidence is against Herczl. As its name implies and as numerous articles in the
newspaper itself attest, Nemzeti Ujsag was a political journal, not a religious one. It
was, at least in the relevant years, overtly anti-Semitic and truly despicable.
Randolph L. Braham, a noted scholar in the field, called it a voice of National
Socialism. Herczl himself notes that the newspaper could be considered as part of an
anti-Semitic coalition, along with the “Awakening Hungarians,” an early fascist
group, and the Christian Socialists, which were in Hungary strongly anti-Semitic.
It is likely that the newspaper manufactured the quotation to support its antiSemitic position. Pacelli, after all, was criticizing the exact political position the
paper held. Then as now, Vatican support was a very useful thing to claim.
Herczl and those who followed him should have been skeptical of this source.
Neither he nor anyone else would have accepted what that paper said about Jews,
yet with several other reliable sources available, why did he turn to an unreliable
source for this crucial information about Pacelli? More importantly, why have critics
like Phayer and Cornwell simply repeated the charge, relying upon this English
translation of a Hebrew translation from a Hungarian translation of a speech
originally made in French by a native Italian speaker?
The manufactured quotation blatantly distorted the words of the future pope.
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Inasmuch that quote was inconsistent with so much other evidence of Pacelli’s
character, it should have been strictly scrutinized. Instead it was readily accepted
and insufficiently analyzed by critics eager to discredit the papacy and the Catholic
Church. They should be ashamed.
Ronald J. Rychlak is the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Professor of Law
at the University of Mississippi School of Law. His most recent book is a revised
and expanded edition of Hitler, the War, and the Pope (OSV). William Doino,
Jr., is a contributor to The Pius War: Responses to the Critics of Pius XII
(Lexington Books).
RESOURCES
The Time magazine report on the Eucharistic Congress, Religion: Eucharist in
Budapest.
The exchange between Wilensky and Krupp.
Ronald L. Braham The Christian Churches of Hungary and the Holocaust.
William Doino’s Pius XII Did Help the Jews from The Times.
William Doino’s The Silence of Saul Friedlander from “On the Square.”
For an extensive collection of articles on the subject from all sides, see Pius XII
and the Holocaust.
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Should Pope Pius XII Become a Saint?
August 29, 2010 Leave a comment Go to comments
By Fred Reiss, Ed.D.

Fred Reiss
WINCHESTER, California — The Catholic Church has over 10,000 saints and “beati,” or blessed on the roster. Does it really
make a difference if there is one more?
The answer is probably not for most rank-and-file Catholics. They already have three saints per day from among whom they can
choose for feasting.
It matters to Jews who remember the actions and lack of actions by Eugenio Pacelli, Vatican Secretary of State until 1939, at
which time he became Pope Pius XII. Prior to 1963, the world generally viewed Pius XII as a faithful shepherd to his people
during a dark period in the world’s history. The liberal-Catholic writer Graham Green characterized Pius XII as, “a pope who
many of us believe will rank among the greatest.”
In 1963, Rolf Hochhuth published his play, The Deputy, which condemned Pius XII and the entire Vatican hierarchy for failing
to act to save European Jewry from death camps and the atrocities of the Nazis. John Cornwell’s 1999 book, Hitler’s Pope,
continued the condemnation of Pius XII for supporting National Socialism and for failing to act on behalf of Jews. Gabriel
Wilensky, author of Six Million Crucifixions, argues that Pope Pius XII actions during World War II can be attributed to the
belief that he had more to fear from the survival of godless Communism then from the Nazi regime.
Many Jews and non-Jews believe that making Pius XII a saint is a disgrace. In Israeli’s Holocaust museum, Yad Vashem, there is
a plaque that delineates the perceived anti-Jewish actions of the Pope during the war. The plaque lists such things as the 1933
Concordat with Hitler to preserve the Church’s rights in Germany in exchange for recognizing the Nazi government, pigeonholing a 1939 letter against anti-Semitism that his predecessor prepared, abstaining from joining the allies’ denunciation of the
extermination of Jews, and failing to intervene in the deportation of Jews living in Rome to Auschwitz.
The sainthood of Pius XII certainly matters to the Vatican. Most Catholic scholars have cautioned the Vatican to move slowly
with regard to his sainthood. Yet, for the papacy and the church hierarchy there seems to be a need for urgency. According to
Celestine Bohlen, Pope Benedict’s December, 2009 decree moving both John Paul II and Pius XII closer to sainthood is filled
with Vatican politics. She wrote that, “Benedict had hoped to satisfy both the conservative and the liberal wings of the Catholic
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Church”. Pope Benedict’s outward position is simple: Pius XII worked quietly and behind the scenes to rescue Jews from the
hands of the Nazi war machine. Benedict is also quick to point out that many Catholics risked their own lives to save Jews.

It also matters to the Pave the Way Foundation, whose website declares, “We are a nonsectarian public foundation, which identifies and eliminates non-theological obstacles between the faiths”. From September 15
through 17, 2008 the foundation held a symposium in Rome to examine the papacy of Pius XII. At the conference, lawyers,
linguists, researchers and foreign correspondents, priests and nuns, and even a Rabbi met to report on deeds and acts of Pius XII
during World War II. In the proceedings, published under the title, Examining the Papacy of Pope Pius XII, the conference
examined twelve commonly-held beliefs about the Pope. These beliefs included such things as the Pope was: anti-Semitic,
obsessed with atheistic Communism, did not believe that the Church has an obligation to either protect or care for non-Catholics,
and should be condemned for signing an agreement with Hitler in 1933. They also responded to the annotations on plaque at Yad
Vashem.
The proceedings concluded that “the controversy about Pius has to a large degree been generated by those who ignore his endless
efforts over many years to help victims of Hitler.” For example, the proceedings argue that Pius’ Concordant with Hitler
occurred before he became Pope and was actually at the direction of his predecessor, Pius XI. There never was a letter opposing
anti-Semitism, only drafts. The Pope did protest the deportation of the Jews from Rome to Auschwitz. Cardinal Maglione, his
Secretary of State, delivered the first protest and the second was delivered through an assistant to German General Stahel.
Since John Paul II abolished the “devil’s advocate” portion of the canonization process, the question of whether or not Pope Pius
XII becomes a saint may be more a result of politics than theology. If it is true that Pius’ strategy to save European Jews was to
work behind the scenes, then that strategy failed. That alone should disqualify him.
Thousands of Catholics fall into the category called righteous gentiles, Christians who personally risked their lives and the lives
of their families to save Jews. Perhaps they are more qualified for sainthood.
*
Dr. Fred Reiss is a retired public and Hebrew school teacher and administrator. He is the author of The Standard Guide to the
Jewish and Civil Calendars; Ancient Secrets of Creation: Sepher Yetzira, the Book that Started Kabbalah, Revealed; and
Reclaiming the Messiah. The author can be reached through his website, www.fredreissbooks.com.
Comments (0) Trackbacks (0) Leave a comment Trackback
1. No comments yet.
1. No trackbacks yet.
Name (required)
E-mail (required)
Website

http://sdjewishworld.wordpress.com/2010/08/29/should-pope-pius-xii-become-a-saint/

8/29/2010

Protest the Pope ludicrously blames Pope Pius XII for causing World War Two « Protect t... Page 1 of 5

« Christopher Hitchins
regrets he may not live long
enough to see death of Pope
Benedict

BBC announce season of
documentaries for papal visit
»

Protest the Pope ludicrously blames
Pope Pius XII for causing World War
Two
BY A DMIN, ON AUGUST 3RD, 2010

Ignoring all the evidence to the contrary, from world renowned
Jewish historians such Sir Martin Gilbert, and Jewish organisations
such as Pave the Way, Protest the Pope continues to spread the
lie that Pope Pius XII was a Nazi sympathiser and collaborator.
(For a refutation of their false accusations go to Protect the Pope
section, ‘Benedict XVI’).
Protest the Pope surpass themselves in their baseless attacks
against the reputation of Venerable Pope Pius XII by repeating the
unfounded allegation made by Rabbi Marvin Heir that Pope Pius
XII’s failure to release a rumoured encyclical by his predecessor,
Pope Pius XI, may have caused the Second World War.
Rabbi Heir incredibly concludes:
‘What would have happened if the encyclical had been signed?
Many believe that it would so have divided Germany’s 45 million
Catholics that it would have delayed or prevented Hitler’s plans of
launching WWII.’
Protect the Pope comment: Here we see in black and white the
irrationality and prejudice that drives groups such as Protest the
Pope! They are not interested in facts, their not interested in the
judgements of experts in the Holocaust such as Sir Martin Gilbert.
They’re definitely not interested in the truth if it stops them
publishing any outrageous, unfounded claim that so blatantly
seeks to pull down the reputation and integrity of a man judged as
great by Jewish people who lived through the Holocaust such as
the prime minister of Israel, Golda Meier, or the world-renowned
scientist and genius, Albert Einstein, or the Chief Rabbi of Rome
during WWII, Israel Anton Zoeller, who took the name Eugenio in
honour of Pope Pius XII, Eugenio Pacelli.

http://protectthepope.com/?p=444

8/7/2010

Protest the Pope ludicrously blames Pope Pius XII for causing World War Two « Protect t... Page 2 of 5

http://www.protest-the-pope.org.uk/2010/07/the-silence-of-thewartime-pope/#comments
ANTI-CATHOLICISM LOG, LATEST NEWS

« Christopher Hitchins
regrets he may not live long
enough to see death of Pope
Benedict

BBC announce season of
documentaries for papal visit
»

8 comments to Protest the Pope ludicrously blames
Pope Pius XII for causing World War Two
diffal
August 3, 2010 at 8:57 pm · Reply
This is just sloppy. a two second Google search
could have prevented this article if the protest the
pope people had any intellectual honesty. Pope Pius XII did
actually publish this encyclical. It was only a draft of “Humani
generis unitas” that was sent by the authors to the pope, it had
to be reworked before being published. It was published
October 20, 1939 as “Summi Pontificatus, Encyclical Of Pope
Pius XII On The Unity Of Human Society”. Containing many of
the same arguments more roundly presented

admin
August 3, 2010 at 9:20 pm · Reply
Thanks Diffal for adding to the evidence of the
intellectual bankruptcy of Protest the Pope, and
their fellow-travellers in the media who perpetuate all this black
propaganda against the Venerable Pope Pius XII.

admin
August 4, 2010 at 9:26 am · Reply
Here’s the excerpt from wikipedia. Note
that it states that Pope Pius XII removed
the negative elements about the Jewish people
apparently to be found in the rumoured encyclical:
‘Pope Pius XII, who according to the authors, was not
aware of the text before the death of his predecessor,
[21] chose not to publish this encyclical. However, his
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first encyclical Summi Pontificatus (October 12, 1939),
published after the beginning of WWII, has the identical
title On the Unity of Human Society and uses many of
the arguments of the text, avoiding most of the negative
characterisation of the Jewish people and rabbinic
religion still contained in the text of the original
encyclical, planned and written before the invasion of
Poland and the start of the Second World War.[22]‘
(Don’t expect this piece of information to remain or be
untouched on wiki once the anti-Catholics find out.)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humani_generis_unitas#
Reaction_of_Pope_Pius_XII

admin
August 4, 2010 at 9:40 am · Reply
Excerpts from Venerable Pope Pius
XII’s first encyclical, Summa
Pontificus, based on Humani Generis Unitas:
38. A marvelous vision, which makes us see the
human race in the unity of one common origin in
God “one God and Father of all, Who is above all,
and through all, and in us all” (Ephesians iv. 6); in
the unity of nature which in every man is equally
composed of material body and spiritual, immortal
soul; in the unity of the immediate end and mission
in the world; in the unity of dwelling place, the
earth, of whose resources all men can by natural
right avail themselves, to sustain and develop life;
in the unity of the supernatural end, God Himself,
to Whom all should tend; in the unity of means to
secure that end.
42. In the light of this unity of all mankind, which
exists in law and in fact, individuals do not feel
themselves isolated units, like grains of sand, but
united by the very force of their nature and by their
internal destiny, into an organic, harmonious
mutual relationship which varies with the changing
of times
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/ency
clicals/documents/hf_pxii_enc_20101939_summi-pontificatus_en.html
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Paul Anthony Melanson
August 3, 2010 at 10:24 pm · Reply
http://lasalettejourney.blogspot.com/2008/01/o
nly-church.html

Karolina
August 4, 2010 at 6:04 am · Reply
If anyone is interested in learning more of the true
role played by Pope Pius XII I would recommend
reading “Hitler, the War, and the Pope” by Ronald Rychlak. I
have not even finished the book yet and already I am
astounded by the brilliance, perseverance, and foresight of
Eugenio Pacelli in the years leading up to and during the
Second World War. How is it that one of the only men who
actually did anything to prevent the existence/spread of
Nazisism is thus blamed for its cause? I think what happens is
that someone spreads a ridiculous rumor like this and every
one jumps on board, but no one actually checks the facts.
Once the truth comes out everyone mysteriously forgets about
the whole issue. Anyway, I recommend again this book. It not
only leaves one with a great appreciation and love for the
papacy, but the entire Church as well. Only a divinely instituted
institution could have taken such risks and stood up to all kinds
of oppression and still have come out victorious!

Shimukunta
August 4, 2010 at 7:17 am · Reply
This is what i call the last kicks of a dying horse.
It sad that men can reduce themselves to such
levels which completely de-humanises them. I have one prayer
for ‘protest the pope,’ “forgive them Father, even if they know
exactly what they are doing!”

SpeSalvi23
August 4, 2010 at 9:07 am · Reply
This is really getting to be more than simply
ludicrous!! I have no words for that.
Even though, for a German, that concept sounds pretty good at
first sight! Sure! Blame the Pope!! It instantly wipes away
decades of guilt and the constant need to apologize!
Just
joking!
But seriously, how irrational and outrageously uniformed can
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you be??
But then, it’s neither irrationality, nor lack of information, but
intentionally constructed evil. Hopefully it will only influence
people who are completely ignorant of history.
I had a look at the comments at that site: there seems to be
lots of ignorance involved. Goodness!!

« Christopher Hitchins
regrets he may not live long
enough to see death of Pope
Benedict

http://protectthepope.com/?p=444

BBC announce season of
documentaries for papal visit
»
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Mundabor's Blog
Catholicism without Compromises

Jews For Pius XII: the impressive documentation of “Pave the Way”
Posted on July 30, 2010 by mundabor

Pope Pius XII, "Pastor Angelicus".

Pave the way Foundation is a Jewish organisation promoting the understanding among religions . This is not en
“ecumenical” effort, mind; rather, the foundation has the aim of removing non-theological differences among
different religions. This is also not the usual micro-organisation set up by two or three nutcases inventing
conspiracies, but a highly regarded institution uniquely received en bloc (more than 150 of them) by the late
Pontiff John Paul II.
“Pave the way Foundation” has spent four years reconstructing a coherent view of the attitude and actions of
Eugenio Pacelli – and later, of Pope Pius XII – in front of Nazi oppression and persecution of the Jews. Among the
immense quantity of documents analysed, a small selection of representative pieces of historic documentation has
been put together in a power point presentation. This 56-minutes documentary (in the proper sense of the word,
as the only thing showed are….. documents) allows everyone following the presentation to have a very clear idea of
the relentless, intelligent, prudent but at the same time very courageous action of Pope Pius XII in the face of such
a dangerous, determined and godless mass destruction machine.
Whilst the presentation is rather long, the nature of it allows its exam a bit at a time if so wished. The fact that one
can go back and forth only through the audio commentary (no possibility of autonomously switching pages)
makes of it more of a video documentary than a presentation. Still, the material is easy to follow, highly
impressive, attentive to every aspect of the Pope’s activity (and to his great personal courage, to the point of
putting his own life at risk) and highly credible particularly in light of the circumstance that the documents
showed are, as repeatedly stated, only a small part of the vast quantity of documents supporting the case of the
Foundation.
Let me say it once again: this is a Jewish foundation. It goes to show that when reasonable analysis takes the place
of self victimhood and ideological (read: liberal) hate of a conservative and fiercely anti-Communist Pope,
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understanding is easily possible and can bring both side on the same side; in this case, on the side of such a great
– and for this reason so greatly slandered – Pope.
Santo subito!
Mundabor
This entry was posted in Catholicism and tagged Pope Pius XII, Eugenio Pacelli, Pope Pius XII "Pastor Angelicus", Slander against Pope Pius XII, Pave The Way Foundation,
Jews for Pope Pius XII. Bookmark the permalink.
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'Pope Pius XII saved thousands of
Jews'
Haaretz
Jewish World

New research has found that Pope Pius XII may have
facilitated the exodus of about 200,000 Jews from
Germany shortly after Kristallnacht, the Daily
Telegraph reports.
By Haaretz Service
Tags: Israel news Holocaust Vatican
New research has found that Pope Pius XII may have
arranged the exodus of about 200,000 Jews from
Germany just three weeks after Kristallnacht, the
Daily Telegraph reported on Tuesday.
The research is being carried out by Dr. Michael
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Hesemann, a German historian who is combing
through the Vatican archives for the Pave the Way
Foundation, a U.S.-based interfaith group.
Pope Pius XII has been widely criticized for his
silence during the Holocaust and his failure to
explicitly denounce the Holocaust, the Nazi regime or
to excommunicate Hitler.
The new research, however, shows that the
perception of Pius XII as "Hitler's Pope" may be
historically incorrect.
Pope Pius XII
Photo by: AP
Kristallnacht, known as "The Night of Broken Glass",
took place on November 9-10, 1938. Ninety-one
Jews in Germany and Austria were killed in antiJewish pogroms and tens of thousands were arrested
and sent to concentration camps. Thousands of
homes, buildings and synagogues were destroyed.
Hesemann said that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli – the
future Pius XII – wrote a letter on November 30,
1938, urging Catholic archbishops throughout the
world to apply for visas for "non-Aryan Catholics"
and Jewish converts to Christianity who wanted to
flee Germany.
According to Hesemann, there is evidence that the
visas would have been given to ordinary Jews and
that the terms "converted Jews" and "non-Aryan
Catholics" were a cover to prevent the Nazis from
discovering the true purpose of the visas.
Elliot Hershberg, the chairman of the Pave the Way
Foundation, was quoted in the Daily Telegraph report
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saying: “We believe that many Jews who were
successful in leaving Europe may not have had any
idea that their visas and travel documents were
obtained through these Vatican efforts. Everything
we have found thus far seems to indicate the known
negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong.”
_________________
www.galeriedarc.com
Moderators
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Catholic News Agency 1 day ago

Researcher finds evidence Pius XII may have helped 200,000
Jews leave Nazi Germany
Vatican City, Jul 9, 2010 / 06:10 am (CNA).- Further challenging claims of papal inaction in the face
of Jewish persecution during World War II, a German historian conducting research in the Vatican
archives has said that Pope Pius XII may have arranged Full Article at Catholic News Agency

Related Topics:
1. Pius XII
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1.
Researcher finds evidence Pius XII may have helped 200,000 Jews leave Nazi Germany

1 day ago
Dr. Michael Hesemann based his claim on his research in the Vatican archives for the Pave the
Way Foundation, a U.S.-based interfaith group, the Daily Telegraph reports. He said that in
1938 the future Pope, who was then Vatican Secretary of State... Full Article at Catholic News
Agency
2.
Pope Pius XII Saved Thousands of Jews

2 days ago
This provided protection for Jews who had converted to Christianity. Dr. Ed Kessler, director of
the Cambridge-based Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths, confirmed the Vatican’s apparent
benevolence; He told the Daily Telegraph: “It is clear that Pius... Full Article at Shalom Life
3.
Wartime Pope ‘helped Jews flee Nazi Germany’

3 days ago
Pope Pius XII, the controversial pontiff during World War II, may have saved thousands of
Jewish lives by secretly securing visas so they could escape Nazi Germany, a historian claimed
yesterday. Pope Pius, who was labelled ‘Hitler's Pope’ because of... Full Article at Belfast
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‘Hitler’s Pope saved 200,000 Jews’ (JERUSALEM POST)
By JPOST.COM STAFF 07/09/10)

The Headline Contains

Source: http://www.jpost.com/International/Article.aspx?id=180806
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“Hitler’s Pope,” Pope Pius XII, may have arranged for
200,000 Jews to leave Germany after Kristallnacht, The Daily
Telegraph reported on Thursday.
German historian Dr. Michael Hesemann told the paper that
Pius, then known as Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, wrote to
archbishops around the world, asking them to obtain exit
visas for “non-Aryan Catholics” and Jewish converts to
Christianity.
Hesemann is doing research in the Vatican archives
sponsored by the Pave the Way foundation, a US interfaith
group.
Elliot Hershberg, chairman of Pave the Way, reportedly said:
“We believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving
Europe may not have had any idea that their visas and travel
documents were obtained through these Vatican efforts.
Everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the
known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong.”

Paragraph-1 Contains

Paragraph-2 Contains

Paragraph-3 Contains

Paragraph-4 Contains

Paragraph-5 Contains
Pius was nicknamed “Hitler’s Pope” because he did not
publicly denounce the Holocaust, the Nazis or Adolf Hitler.
“The fact that this letter speaks of ‘converted Jews’ and
‘non-Aryan’ Catholics indeed seems to be a cover,”
Paragraph-6 Contains
Hesemann told the Daily Telegraph, adding that evidence
suggests that visas would have been given to Jews who
didn’t convert, as well.
“You couldn’t be sure that Nazi agents wouldn’t learn about
this initiative,” he reportedly said. Therefore, the then-cardinal
Paragraph-7 Contains
worded his letter in a way that would not allow Nazis to claim
that the Catholic Church was an ally of the Jews and use it as
propaganda.
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The appeal was dated November 30, 1938 – 20 days after
Kristallnacht, the “night of broken glass.”
Pope Benedict XVI : Pius lived a life of "heroic virtue"
Cardinal Pacelli was the Vatican’s secretary of state at the
time. He was able to ask for the visas because of an
agreement he signed with the Nazis, which protected Jews
who converted to Christianity.

Paragraph-8 Contains
Paragraph-9 Contains

Paragraph-10 Contains

In December, Pope Benedict XVI declared Pius “Venerable,”
a title that means the Church believes he lived a life of “heroic Paragraph-11 Contains
virtue.” If two miracles performed by Pius are found, he will be
canonized as a saint.
However, some Jewish groups demanded that the
canonization process be frozen until the Vatican opens its
secret World War II archives in 2014.
Sir Martin Gilbert, a British historian and Holocaust expert,
has said that Pope Pius XII should be considered as a
“Righteous Gentile” by Yad Vashem. (© 1995 - 2010 The
Jerusalem Post. 07/09/10)

Paragraph-12 Contains

Paragraph-13 Contains
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‘Hitler’s Pope saved 200,000 Jews’
editor Friday 9 July 2010

“Hitler’s Pope,” Pope Pius XII, may have arranged for 200,000 Jews to leave Germany after Kristallnacht, The Daily
Telegraph reported on Thursday.
By JPOST.COM STAFF ..German historian Dr. Michael Hesemann told the paper that Pius, then known as Cardinal Eugenio
Pacelli, wrote to archbishops around the world, asking them to obtain exit visas for “non-Aryan Catholics” and Jewish
converts to Christianity.
Hesemann is doing research in the Vatican archives sponsored by the Pave the Way foundation, a US interfaith group.
RELATED:
Why was Pius XII silent on the Holocaust?
Editorial: Come clean on Pius XII
Washington Watch: Hitler’s pope was no saint
Elliot Hershberg, chairman of Pave the Way, reportedly said: “We believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving
Europe may not have had any idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these Vatican efforts.
Everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong.”
Pius was nicknamed “Hitler’s Pope” because he did not publicly denounce the Holocaust, the Nazis or Adolf Hitler.
“The fact that this letter speaks of ‘converted Jews’ and ‘non-Aryan’ Catholics indeed seems to be a cover,” Hesemann told
the Daily Telegraph, adding that evidence suggests that visas would have been given to Jews who didn’t convert, as well.
“You couldn’t be sure that Nazi agents wouldn’t learn about this initiative,” he reportedly said. Therefore, the then-cardinal
worded his letter in a way that would not allow Nazis to claim that the Catholic Church was an ally of the Jews and use it as
propaganda.
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The appeal was dated November 30, 1938 – 20 days after Kristallnacht, the “night of broken glass.”
Pope Benedict XVI : Pius lived a life of “heroic virtue”
Cardinal Pacelli was the Vatican’s secretary of state at the time. He was able to ask for the visas because of an agreement he
signed with the Nazis, which protected Jews who converted to Christianity.
In December, Pope Benedict XVI declared Pius “Venerable,” a title that means the Church believes he lived a life of “heroic
virtue.” If two miracles performed by Pius are found, he will be canonized as a saint.
However, some Jewish groups demanded that the canonization process be frozen until the Vatican opens its secret World
War II archives in 2014.
Sir Martin Gilbert, a British historian and Holocaust expert, has said that Pope Pius XII should be considered as a “Righteous
Gentile” by Yad Vashem.
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Pope Pius XII Saved Thousands of Jews
By: REBECCA BITTON
Published: July 7th 2010 in News » World
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Dr. Michael Hesemann, an academic researcher in the Vatican
Archives for the Pave the Way Foundation, a U.S based interfaith
group, originally began the debate about Pope Pius XII possibly saving
thousands of lives in World War II.
Now, new research claims that the once labeled “Hitler’s Pope” may
have aided in the exodus of about 200,000 Jews from Germany three
weeks before Kristallnacht.

CJC's Bernie Farber reflects
on what it means to be proud
in Toronto.

Pope Pius XII

Pope Pius XII Saved
Thousands of Jews
Wartime archives to be
opened in 2014, for
verification.

Hesmann, a German historian, carried out research showing that Pius
XII urged Catholic archbishops to apply for visas for “non-Aryan Catholics” and Jewish converts
to Christianity who wanted to leave Germany.
The securing of visas for Jewish refugees allowed them to leave the country before
Kristallnacht, and before thousands were shipped off to concentration camps. Elliot Hershberg,
chairman of the Pave the Way Foundation, told Daily Telegraph: “We believe that many Jews
who were successful in leaving Europe may not have had any idea that their visas and travel
documents were obtained through these Vatican efforts. Everything we have found thus far
seems to indicate the known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong.”
Pius XII, originally called Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, was able to ask for the visas used to free
Jews due to his signing of the 1933 concordat with the Nazis. This provided protection for Jews
who had converted to Christianity.
Dr. Ed Kessler, director of the Cambridge-based Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths, confirmed
the Vatican’s apparent benevolence; He told the Daily Telegraph: “It is clear that Pius XII
facilitated the saving of Roman Jews.”
Despite this, Jewish groups continue to remain rather skeptical, and have urged the Vatican to
open its secret wartime archives before the Pope is canonized as a saint.
The opening of the wartime archives is set to take place in the year 2014.
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'Hitler's Pope' helped thousands of
Jews escape Nazi concentration camps
London, July 7 : Dr Michael Hesemann, an
academic carrying out research in the Vatican
Archives for a US-based interfaith group 'Pave the
Way Foundation', has claimed that Pope Pius XII,
the controversial wartime pontiff, may have saved
thousands of Jews by secretly securing visas so
they could escape from Nazis in Germany.
According to the
Telegraph, Pope
Pius XII, who
was labeled
"Hitler's Pope",
because of his
silence during
the Holocaust,
may have
arranged the
exodus of about
200,000 Jews
from Germany
just three weeks after Kristallnacht, when thousands of
Jews were rounded up and sent to concentration
camps.
Dr Hesemann has revealed that Cardinal Eugenio
Pacelli, the future Pius XII, wrote to Catholic
archbishops around the world to urge them to apply for
visas for "non-Aryan Catholics" and Jewish converts to
Christianity who wanted to leave Germany.
" We believe that many Jews who were successful in
leaving Europe may not have had any idea that their
visas and travel documents were obtained through
these Vatican efforts. Everything we have found thus far
seems to indicate the known negative perception of
Pope Pius XII is wrong," the paper quoted Elliot
Hershberg, the chairman of the Pave the Way
Foundation, as saying.
Pius XII was criticised for failing to explicitly denounce
the Holocaust, the Nazi regime or to excommunicate
Hitler.
The paper stated Dr Hesemann as saying that
additional evidence has suggested that the visas would
have been given to ordinary Jews desperate to escape
persecution.
"The fact that this letter speaks of ''converted Jews' and
''non-Aryan' Catholics indeed seems to be a cover, you
couldn't be sure that Nazi agents wouldn't learn about
this initiative," he said.
According to him, Cardinal Pacelli was able to ask for
the visas because the 1933 concordat he signed with
the Nazis specifically provided protection for Jews who
converted to Christianity.
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"It is clear that Pius XII facilitated the saving of Roman
Jews," Dr Ed Kessler, the director of the
Cambridge-based Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths,
said.
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Vatican City, Jul 9, 2010 / 06:10 am (CNA).Further challenging claims of papal inaction in the
face of Jewish persecution during World War II, a
German historian conducting research in the
Vatican archives has said that Pope Pius XII may
have arranged for the escape of 200,000 Jews
from Germany in the weeks after the
Kristallnacht Nazi attacks.
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Dr. Michael Hesemann based his claim on his
research in the Vatican archives for the Pave the
Way Foundation, a U.S.-based interfaith group,
the Daily Telegraph reports.
He said that in 1938 the future Pope, who was
then Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Eugenio
Pacelli, wrote to Catholic archbishops around the
world to urge them to apply for visas for
“non-Aryan Catholics” and Jewish converts to
Christianity who wanted to leave Germany.
Hesemann reported that additional evidence
suggests that the visas would have been given to
ordinary Jews to escape persecution.

Pope reflects on Pius XII's role in
history after biographical film
Pope Pius XII.

Related articles:
Pope Pius XII and the Holocaust
Message of the Holy Father Benedict XVI
to the Young People of the World on the

Jewish author describes Pius XII as
enemy of Nazi regime
Series from Vatican secret archives on
Pius XII going digital
Cardinal Angelini says Pius XII's
example drove him to save WWII Jews
More...

Occasion of the XXIII World Youth Day,
2008
Vatican Document on Euthanasia

Get CNA News on your email:
Your E-mail:

Lent is a time to look evil in the face

“The fact that this letter speaks of 'converted
Jews’ and 'non-Aryan’ Catholics indeed seems to
be a cover,” Hesemann told the Telegraph.
“You couldn’t be sure that Nazi agents wouldn’t learn about this initiative,” he continued.
“Pacelli had to make sure they didn’t misuse it for their propaganda, that they could not
claim that the Church is an ally of the Jews.”
The letter was dated Nov. 30, 1939, 20 days after Kristallnacht, the “night of broken glass”
when Jews were attacked in Germany. Cardinal Pacelli could request the visas because the
1933 concordat signed with the Nazi government specifically provided protection for Jews
who converted to Christianity.
Dr. Ed Kessler, who is director of the Cambridge-based Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths,
told the Telegraph “It is clear that Pius XII facilitated the saving of Roman Jews.”
While the wartime Pope is on the path to possible beatification and canonization, some
Jewish groups have wanted the process stopped until the Vatican’s wartime archives are
unsealed in 2014.
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Critics of Pius XII charge that he failed to denounce the Holocaust.
His defenders point to evidence of his work to save Jews and to his veiled condemnations of
Nazism. They say the charges of Pius XII’s “silence” primarily originate with the 1963 play
“The Deputy,” by German playwright Rolf Hochhuth.
In an April 2009 interview with CNA, Pave the Way Foundation president Gary Krupp said
that each time Hesemann enters the archive he comes out with an “astounding” document
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GIOVEDI 08 LUGLIO 2010
14:05 - PIO XII: PAVE THE WAY FOUNDATION, FAVORÌ “L’ESODO DI 200MILA EBREI DALLA GERMANIA”
Pio XII avrebbe organizzato l’esodo dalla Germania di circa 200 mila ebrei appena tre settimane dopo la Notte dei Cristalli (9-10
novembre 1938). È quanto emerge da una ricerca citata dal Daily Telegraph martedì e riportata ancora ieri dal quotidiano
israeliano Haaretz. La ricerca è curata dallo storico tedesco Michael Hesemann che sta vagliando gli archivi vaticani per la “Pave
the way foundation”. “Pio XII – scrive Haaretz – è stato ampiamente criticato per il suo silenzio durante l’Olocausto e per non
averlo esplicitamente denunciato e per non aver scomunicato Hitler. Ora questa nuova ricerca potrebbe dimostrare che la
percezione di Pio XII come il Papa di Hitler non e corretta”. Secondo lo storico Hesemann il card. Eugenio Pacelli, futuro Pio XII, il
30 novembre 1938 scrisse una lettera chiedendo ai vescovi di tutto il mondo di richiedere dei visti per i ‘cattolici non ariani’ e per
gli ‘ebrei convertiti al Cristianesimo’ che volevano lasciare la Germania. Per Hesemann è la prova che i visti sarebbero stati dati ad
ebrei e che i termini ‘cattolici non ariani’ e ‘ebrei convertiti’ servivano a dare loro copertura e ad evitare che i nazisti scoprissero il
vero motivo dei visti. (segue)
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Pius XII's Efforts to Save Jewish Culture Revealed
Mobilized Church Leaders to Defend Synagogues
NEW YORK (Zenit.org) - The recently opened sections of the Vatican Secret Archives have
revealed that Pope Pius XII not only helped save thousands of Jews, but also their patrimony, from
the Nazis.
Pave the Way Foundation reported Tuesday that its researchers found documents of "great
importance."
Michael Hesemann, a historian and foundation representative from Germany, has been researching
documents in the Vatican archives and he found a letter sent by Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, who would
later become Pius XII, on Nov. 30, 1938, only three weeks after the Kristallnacht.
In this letter, which was sent to the nunciatures and apostolic delegations as well as 61 bishops, the
cardinal requested 200,000 visas for "non-Aryan Catholics." Just over a month later, on Jan. 9,
1939, he sent three additional letters.
Hesemann explained that this language, in which Cardinal Pacelli speaks about "converted Jews"
and "non-Aryan Catholics," is most likely a cover to hide the real scheme from the Nazis.
At that time, under the concordat of 1933, Germany allowed the Holy See to aid those considered
"non-Aryan Catholics."
The foundation added that Cardinal Pacelli specifically requested in his letter: "Care should be taken
that sanctuaries are provided to safeguard their spiritual welfare and to protect their religious cult,
customs and traditions."
Persecuted
The communiqué explained that this seems to refer to a group other than converted Jews, who,
upon their baptisms, "just became normal Catholics" without any "sanctuaries, customs, or traditions
on their own."
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Furthermore, many of the bishops responded to the cardinal's request, and documents show that
they referred to aiding the "persecuted Jews" rather than the "converted Jews" or "non-Aryan
Catholics."
Matteo Luigi Napolitano, political science professor at the University of Urbino, Italy, told ZENIT that
one of the Jan. 9, 1939, letters was even more explicit.
It too was sent to over 60 prelates, and the instructions, written in Latin, "leave no room for doubt
about the intentions of the Holy See and about Eugenio Pacelli's thoughts," the scholar said.
The letter, he reported, reads, "Do not engage in saving only Jewish people but also synagogues,
cultural centers and everything that pertains to their faith: the Torah scrolls, libraries, cultural
centers, etc.)."
The foundation explained that this point is important, because many historians have only
acknowledged the efforts of Pius XII to save converted Jews, but the evidence seems to paint a
different picture.
It continued: "Since many of the critics of this papacy have not yet accepted the proven Nazi threat
against the Vatican State and the life of Pope Pius XII directly, they seem not to understand that
there was a need for deception sending only encrypted or verbal directives.
"In many cases the historians are ignorant of the unique Vatican language sometimes using ancient
Latin to express the hidden meaning of these requests."
It added that "the terms non-Aryan Catholics, non-Aryans, and Catholic Jews all indeed meant
Jews," thus coded so that "if documents were intercepted, this deception would not raise a red flag
since the concordat signed in 1933 specifically provided protection for Jews who converted to
Christianity."
Eliminate obstacles The foundation's president, Gary Krupp, underlined the mission "to identify and
eliminate non-theological obstacles between religions," such as the discrepancies regarding the
World War II papacy of Pius XII.
In this light, he said, the foundation undertook a "document retrieval project of the war time era to
publicly post as many documents and eye witness testimonies as possible to bring the truth to light."
Elliot Hershberg, the foundation's chairman, stated that the organization "will continue to reveal as
many documents as possible since everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the known
negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong."
The foundation has over 40,000 pages of documents on its Web site, along with eyewitness videos
available for public perusal.
Hershberg affirmed, "We also believe that many Jews who were successful in leaving Europe may
not have had any idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these Vatican
efforts."
Ronald Rychlak, author of "Hitler, the War and the Pope," acknowledged that this discovery by the
foundation is "another confirmation" of the "good works of Pope Pius XII and the Catholic Church."
He stated, "The important aspect of this document is that it shows what many of us have been
saying all along: Efforts that appear to have been directed to protect only converted Jews actually
protected Jews regardless of whether they had converted."
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Pope Pius XII
--A German historian carrying out research in the Vatican archives said Pope Pius XII may have saved thousands of
Jewish lives by secretly securing visas so they could escape Nazi Germany.
Pope Pius may have arranged the exodus of about 200,000 Jews from
Germany just three weeks after Kristallnacht, when thousands of Jews were
rounded up and sent to concentration camps, said a report from the
Telegraph in the Sydney Morning Herald.
Dr Michael Hesemann, doing research for the US-based Pave the Way
Foundation, said that Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli, who became Pius XII, wrote
to Catholic archbishops around the world to urge them to apply for visas
for "non-Aryan Catholics" and Jewish converts to Christianity who wanted
to leave Germany.
Dr Hesemann says that additional evidence suggests that the visas would
have been given to ordinary Jews desperate to escape persecution.
Elliot Hershberg, the chairman of the Pave the Way Foundation, said: "We believe that many Jews who were successful
in leaving Europe may not have had any idea that their visas and travel documents were obtained through these Vatican
efforts.
"Everything we have found thus far seems to indicate the known negative perception of Pope Pius XII is wrong."
Cardinal Pacelli was able to ask for the visas because the 1933 concordat he signed with the Nazis provided protection
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GARY KRUPP

T

ruth is a precious commodity, though that is often forgotten nowadays. People
who love the truth, search for it,
Below, Gary Krupp (above) and
and are committed to finding it are
his wife, Meredith, recently met
rare
figures. That is why Gary
Pope Benedict XVI
Krupp is so remarkable.
As a young man growing up in New York, he heard and read disturbing things about the Catholic Church, and in particular, its
leader, at the time of the Second World War (1939-1945), Pope Pius
XII: that Pius had "failed the Jewish community" during the Holocaust through his "silence," "indifference," and "passivity." Since
Gary is Jewish, he was quite sensitive to these charges. He became
angrier and angrier. "No one;' he recalls today, "was more opposed
to Pius XII than I."
Then, something unexpected happened. Despite his misgivings
about the Church, his line of work as a developer of medical facilities brought him into close relations with the Vatican. In 2000, John
Paul II made him the 7th Jewish papal night in history - a Knight
Commander of the Order of St. Gregory the Great - after Krupp saved
Italian Catholic hospitals millions of
dollars in equipment acquisition
costs over 25 years through his free
consultation work.
After he retired, Gary and his
wife, Meredith, started the Pave the
Way Foundation, an organization
dedicated to identifying and eliminating non-theological obstacles to
better relations between the world's
religions. In 2006, Krupp helped facilitate the donation to the Vatican
Library of one of the most important
Christian manuscripts in the world,
the Bodmer Papyrus (containing
portions of the Gospels of St. Luke
and St. John and dating to 175 A.D.). On January 22, 2007, the papyrus was presented to Pope Benedict XVI.
Krupp and his wife then turned their attention to the ongoing dispute over Pius XII. Krupp familiarized himself with the major antiPius literature until he knew all its claims, inside out. Then, methodically, he began examining the veracity of each charge,
consulting experts, studying primary documents, and interviewing
key witnesses from the wartime period. After months of research,
something close to shock set in. Gary found "unpleasant truths" all
right, but not the sort he had imagined.
What he discovered was that almost everything he had heard and
read about Pius XII was not only false, but positively defamatory.
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Pius XII, it turned out, was among the greatest benefactors of Jews
in modern times.
Determined to right a historical wrong, Gary utilized Pave the
Way's resources, bringing in new contacts, and moved into action.
He began writing op-ed pieces and appearing on television and radio
shows to spread his message, sometimes in the face of stiff resistance. The anti-Pius establishment, he quickly learned, does not like
being challenged.
In 2008, Pave the Way sponsored a three-day symposium in
Rome on Pius XII, bringing together some of the top Pius specialists in the world. It garnered international attention and ended with
a supportive speech by Benedict XVI, who has since declared Pius
XII "Venerable." Pave the Way has also published a huge illustrated
volume highlighting evidence supporting Pius XII, and continues to
compile documentary evidence clearing his good name.
Even the mainstream media has taken note. Early last March, the
New York Times published a front-page article profile of Gary, under
the title, "Wartime Pope has a Huge Fan: A Jewish Knight." The article was uneven, at best, but also a sign that Krupp could no longer
be ignored. The Times piece led many
people to Pave the Way's website
(wwwptwj.org), where they could examine the abundance of evidence primary archival documents, interviews with first-hand witnesses, scholarly articles, etc. - discussing and
documenting the evidence surrounding
Pius XII. Among Pave the Way's files
are revelations about Pius XII's efforts
to help persecuted Jews and resist antiSemitism, before and after he became
Pope; accounts of his involvement in
plots to overthrow Hitler (pius was actually cited by the Nazis themselves as
a co-conspirator); and a striking firsthand testimony (now available on You
Tube) from Archbishop Giovanni Ferrofino, a papal representative, who worked closely with Pi~.to help
rescue 10,000 endangered Jews out of Nazi-occupied Europe, and get
them to safety in the Dominican Republic.
Krupp has never claimed to be an academic or a professional historian; he is simply an ordinary citizen in search of truth. But he also
knows that the quality of the evidence, not the number of degrees
someone has, should determine that; and he has been more than
happy to allow the evidence he has gathered speak for itself.
For his efforts on behalf of truth and historical justice, Inside the
Vatican is pleased to honor Gary Krupp as one of its "Top Ten" people of 2010.
-By Inside the Vatican Staff

